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PREFACE. 



In presenting this volome to the public, I deem 
it necessary to state that some years since, and 
subsequently to two voyages to the ** West Coast 
of Afiioa," I was induced, by the request of sev- 
eral Mends, to give a brief account from personal 
observation of our intercourse with the sable na- 
tives of that great quarter of the globe. For this 
purpose I prepared several numbers for the press 
entitled ^Recollections of Africa." These having 
been favorably received, as they were issued 
through the columns of a Boston newspaper, led 
me to write out in detail the minutiae of a traffic 
with the numerous and various tribes of Africans, 
extending through an extent of country, along the 
shore, of nearly fifteen hundred miles. 
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IV PREFACE. 

If the reader of these pages should be as miich 
interested in the descriptions given of these dark 
denizens of Africa, as the writer was in almost 
daily and hourly proximity with them, he has re- 
ceived ample reward for his labor. However, the 
volume, such as it is, is offered to a generous and 
discriminating public, who alone are to decide 
upon itd merit& 

The Author, 

J. A. Cabnss. 
Bo9im, Mast., 1852. 
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VOYAGE TO AFRICA. 



CHAPTER I. 



In tl^ aatumn of the year 18 — we sailed firom Boston, 
in a fine craft of between one and two hundred tons bur- 
dien, ezpresslj fitted out and furnished with a cargo adapt- 
ed for a trading voyage on the West Coast of Africa. 
About iKNm, <m a beautiful day in the month of Septem- 
ber, we were gliding down the harbor, with every sail set 
to catch the light westeriy breeze which scarcely filled our 
canvas, and was just enough to gently ruffle the smooth 
nutfgin of the water into tiny wavelets, giving animation 
to the scene as they playfiiUy danced upcm its placid 
boeom, their little sHvery crests brightly sparkling in the 
lays of the unobscured meridian sun. Althou^ our pro- 
gress throng the yielding element was sFow, as regarded 
the impulse given to our vessel by the breath of the wind, 
still we found in a very short time, by the rapidly reced- 
ing ob^^cts, that if our craft was not swiftty fieinned along 
by her partially expanded wings,, a strong current, with a 
full tide upon the ebb, swept us onward at a rate of several 
knots per hour. In a very short period of tni^, how £f- 
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6 VOYAGB TO THE WEST COAST OF AFMCA. 

erent an appearance did the metropolis of New-En^and 
present to the view ! The lofty spires of her nnmerooB 
churches, with their beautiful g^lt vanes, which almost dai^ 
rie the eye with their Innlliancy when beheld near, so<» 
fiEided upon the si^t and could not be identified from eack 
other in ilie distance. The tall masts of the shipping «t 
the wharves, the extenave warehouses, the most conspio- 
uous public buildings, blended in one common mass (as it 
were) of misshapen ruins, where no regularity or order 
was to be discerned. After we had passed the beautiful 
islands which adorn our harbor, and gliding by the ^^ light," 
entered the broad waste of waters of "Massachusetts 
bay," even here, at this distance, one object alone still 
seemed distinctly vimble to the naked eye, rising majesti- 
cally above the surrounding edifices of the city. This was 
the " dome " of our " State House." How like a beacoD 
does it appear, towering hi^ above all other stru^ures m 
its architectural grandeur ! Who, that ever approached 
Boston, either by land or by water, has not had his atten- 
tion first arrested by this finely proportacmed dome T Borne 
onward by the gentle breeae, this latt object on which I 
geoed as if I never should behold it again, at length &ded 
away and sunk below the horizon. As we were now upon 
the deeper waters of the bay, as we receded from the 
li^t, an entirely difierent motiim was felt on board from 
that experienced within &e harbor: the lengthened swells, 
in their undulations causing our vessel to rise and ML, as 
they slowly rolled along and broke upon the shore. Gen- 
tle reader, whoever you are, I wonld ask you if ever, 
during thy i»lgrimage through life, ibm hast endured but 
for a short time the nausea of searrickness ! K thou hast 
not, then thou art not ttie one to sympathise with another 
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in a similar cade ) for that person wlio never endured the 
peculiar and indescribable sensations of this ^^ maladie de 
mer^^ as the Frenchman caDs it, cannot possibly imagine 
anything like the reality. How ^ad was I when the sick* 
ening nansea left me, and I was once more able to stand 
iq)on the deck. With anxious gaze I looked around to 
every part of the horizon. The broad bay before us 
&intly glowed with the last rays of the declining sun, and 
as he disappeared from the view, a light breeze from the 
west began to crisp the smooth surface of the swelling sea, 
and filling our sails made our craft, obedient to its impulse, 
^^ walk the water like a thing of life." As the breeze 
freshened, and the shades of evening were gradually 
spreading around us, the land could be but very indistinctly 
seen in ihe distance. But here, in various directions, 
ahead, or on thestarboard or larboard quarter, or abeam, 
could be seen tlie white canvas of a coaster, as she stretch- 
ed across the bay almost in the eye of the wind, bound to 
Boston; and the full rigged merchantman, with every 
stitch of canvas set, ploughing throu^ the yielding flood, 
destined for a voyage, like ourselves, to foreign climes. 
Stifl, how could we tell, <Hr those on board the craft leaving 
their native land dimly seen in the distance, if either of us 
should ever behold it again. Night's sable eurtain soon 
C(»icealed the receding shore from our view. The b- 
creasing wind, now swiftly bore us through the crested 
waves, which were dashed into snowy foam before the bows 
rf our vessel, as she was urged onward by the keel*<K)m- 
pelling gale. In ^^ midst of the darkness, how like the 
brilliancy of the diamond did the various ^^ lights," at dif- 
ferent points along the shore, shine out in all their radiance 
«B a guide to the returning or outward b(mnd mariner. 
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8 TOTAQE TO THE WB8T COAST OF AFRICA. 

The evening and &e ni^ of the daj of our departure 
were most delightful. Not a cloud ol^cured the sur&ce 
of the heavens, and every twinkling star appeared like a 
gem set in its azure crown. I could have paced the deck 
till the dawn of another day, gazing upon the sportive bil- 
lows and listening to Ihe music of their murmurings. But 
the drowsy god began to weigh my eyelids down long ere 
the noon of night, and as I still felt rather weak from the 
efiects of sea-sickness, I went below, threw myself into mj 
berth, and was soon unconscious whether I was upon land 
or sea. Before the sun had risen above the eastern hcwi- 
2on, I sought the deck to look around with that eager cu- 
riosity so natural to one who had never before been upon 
the open sea. The ruddy orb of day soon kmdled the east 
with his fires, and ushered in a glorious morning. The 
wind having changed during the night to s.S.W., blew 
fresh and bland, and our vessel bounded onward through 
the heaving surges in all the beauty and majesty of a crafl 
under a press of canvas. The land of the cape, which 

' we had passed during the night, could be perceived but 
very &intly in the distance, and in a short time not a trace 
of it remained to be seen. The broad Atlantic lay stretch- 
ed out before us like a vast desert, in its trackless, fathom- 
less abyss of waters. We were now launched upon its 
deep and treacherous bosom, exposed to all the storms and 
tempests that might be encountered in traversing the thou- 
sands of miles of an ocean that never slumbers nor sleeps, 
and is always in motion, before we should arrive within 
sight of the shores of Africa ! 

When more than a week had passed from the time of 
our departure, still we had been favored by fair winds, al- 

*i\hough rather light, so as to be able to hold our course, 
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a sail, oocamonaily saen ia the dktaaoe, would, for the 
momeDt of its diBOoyeiy, destroy in some degree, the mo* 
Botooy ihat reigned around. When we haie been kag 
upon the ocean, seeing nothing day after day and week a£* 
ter week, (as s^aaietimes h^^p^is,) but the heavens and the 
txacUess waste <^ waters around as fiur as the riakm can 
extend, where all seems dreary wdd desolate, and a foehng 
of loneliness, depresnon of spirits or ennui takes posses* 
sicxi of the mind, then there is a {Measure which those <mly 
hare experienced who have ^^ wandered o'er the sea," to 
hear the joyful sound of '^ sail ho I" from the watchful 
mariner, as he paces the deck fore and aft, his keen and 
experienced eye ever and anon glancing to every quarter 
of die horison on a voyage of discovery ; now anxiously 
scanning the heavens, where a few dark, heavy clouds are 
dowly rising from the utmost verge of the horison, threat* 
ening a sudden squall or tempest, or watching the distant 
vessel just hove in sight. The sky was clear, and our daily 
observation having been taken, (as is usual at sea when 
the sun is unobscured,) we found ourselves sevend hun* 
dred miles from home. Thus far we had experienced no 
rou^ or stormy weather. No sail had been reefed, and 
but once or twice had a light sail been taken in or furled* 
A ci^ at sea is a perfect monotony. Cast your eyes in 
whatever direction you will, nothing meets the view but 
ihe heavens above, and below the glassy, unfathomable and 
boundless ocean, in which, as in a mirror, the vessel with 
her sails, spars and rigging, are perfectly delineated. The 
largest ship Ihat the handiwork of man ever built, appears 
no more than a mere speck upon its undulating and illimit- 
able surface, as doth a little twinkling star in the midst of 
the great firmament. For the perfect smoothness of the , 
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water, at mkoh a tiBue, seems to gkr^ to the eye a moek 
more extended field of yisioD, than wImi its waves are 
tkrown ktto eommotion bj the breath q£ the gentle gale^ . 
or lashed into fiirj bj the storm. From horiaon to honson^ 
ike Btt^ity ciroum&rence appears vast eoffo^ to eontaiik- 
afl the Danes that ever floated upon the hcpud deep* Who 
would not saj, in tiie words of Byron : 

"BcAl Mif ihmL deep and dark blue oeean — rolll 
Ten thdUBand fleeti sweep OTer tliee in yaia ; 
Man marks the earth with min — his control 
Stops with the shore ; — upon the watery plain 
The wrecks are all thy deed, nor do^ remain 
A shadow of man's rayagCf save his ewn. 
When} for a momentf like a drop of rain, 
He sinks into thy depths with babbling groan, 
Without a gftiye, ttnknellM, oncoffin^d^ and trnknown.** 

During the continuance of the cahii, the azure of tho 
sky seemed to be reflected in the water, it was so clear^ 
transparent, and " deeply, beautifully blue.^ It seemed 
as if you could look down into its unfathomable abyss, 
thousands and thousands of fathoms, and see the Nereided 
themseves sporimg m their coral grottos. We were some- 
what amused as well tad instructed, by an e:tperiment which 
was tried, in consequence of a conversation that took place 
between the captain and mate, with regard to the pressure 
of water in the ocean at certain depths. The former sta- 
ted to the latter, that a bottle perfectly empty, well corked 
and sealed, on being immersed ^ch a distance beneath the 
surfkce, would, after remaining a few tmnutes, be filled with 
the briny fluid. The mate, however, was incredulous, and 
unwillmg to believe that such a thing would be eflfected, till 
repeated experiments convinced him. For this purpose, a 
thick, heavy junk bottle was obtamed, and a good cork 
drove into the neck flush with the mouth. This was en^ 
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tirely covered over with sealing-'Wax, and a double thick- 
ness of tarred canvas placed inunediately over tibisy so 
that it seemed absolutely impossible for any fluid to enter 
the bottle. Onr deep sea^lead was ihen sunk sixty fiMii- 
oms, wiA the bottle attached to it. After remaining about 
three minutes at this depth, It was diAwti up, and finmd to 
be nesffly filled with water, the cork and appendages being 
undisturbed* althou^ a hissmg noise issued from the mouth 
and neck, as of fixed air, in its endeavors to escape, which 
seemed to prove that the water must have forced itself 
through the c<»rk atid its various coverings, and not through 
the bottle itself. Tiie experiment was repeated with an- 
oiher bottle, hermdtieally sealed as before, and sunk to a 
still greater depth. Ih about five minutes it was drawn up, 
and found to be entirely filled with water, and the cork 
forced into Ihe bottle. Althou^ these two experiments 
were sufficient to convince all who witnessed them, even the 
incredulous mate himself, of the wonderful pressure of the 
ocean many fathoms beneath its surfieu^e, still the captain 
seemed determined not to leave the shadow of a doubt 
up<»i the minds of any one on board, if ocular demonstra- 
tion could effect it. So, for the third and last experiment, 
a ihin, whitish ^ass bottle was obtamed, sealed in the same 
manner as the others, and immersed nearly one hundred 
fi&th(»ns.* After being suffered to remain about ten min- 
utes, the line was drawn up as before, and to the astonidi- 
ment of all, (save the captain, who had frequently witness- 
ed the same effect produced, in former voyages,) nothing 
Was attached to the lead and line but a small portion of the 
neck of tiie bottle. This seemed to be irredstible and 

*It k said that even cork, althoiieh so light and buoyant, when sank 
to the depth ef eae handled and Sfty fathcnns, eanaot arise to the snr- 
&oe OB accowit of the pressure of the water above. 
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coBolusive OYid^M^ of the inmiexise pow«r exerted by tii0 
fluid element at certain depths. 

Durmg the aftenMxm the cahn still eontiniied, and not 
even a speck or a ^^ cat's paw " was to be seen over the 
whole sarfiB.ce of the glassy floods in any direction, as far 
as the vieion could extend. Not eyen a fleecy vapor ob- 
scured the sky, and it was dull and monotonous in gaxing 
upon notfasDg but the unooth, unruffled and leaving bil-* 
lows. Hook and line were frequently thrown overboaxd, 
to tempt some of the inhabitants, that, perchance, mi^t 
be straggling near us in ihe watery waste ; but the bait 
remained upcm the hook without being disturbed ; and not 
even a solitary wanderer of ihe finny q)ecie8 did we per* 
ceive during the whole day. We should have been grati- 
fied if ^^ Old Father Neptune," or even his dear consort, 
*^ Amphitiite," had deigned to visit us, to destroy, but for 
for a moment, the mcmotony that reigned around. As the 
sun sank beneath Ihe west^ia waters, as viewed from the 
deck, I went ateft and got another glinq)se <^ his bright 
faoe before he entirely disi^peared. It was like ascend- 
ing a hill to behold ibe gbrious orb after he had ^ set " ta 
the inhabitant of the vale below. While seated upon the 
main topnnast cross^rees, I looked abroad from my eleva- 
ted portion to every part of the viable horizon, some time 
after Sol had slipped on his night-cap, to endeavor to dis-' 
cover some object before I gained the deck. I thought if 
I could perceive a distant sail, it would be gratifying if it 
were only for the pleasure of crying out ^^ sail bo!" A 
fiunt rosy tint trook the last rays of the setting sun, yet lin- 
gered in the western sky, ^>reading abroad sufiScient li^t 
to ev^ part of the horizon to liable one to see any object 
within a reasonable distance, if raised a little above the level 
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of tfie sea, irhen, leaving mj station, I began slowly to de« 
Bcend, ratlin by ratlin, towards the deck. Having advano' 
ed a few steps, with my eyes fixed in a soatherly direction, 
I thongjht I perceived a white speck, or something that had 
tfas aiipearaDce of a sail, althoagh a great way off. The 
words '' sail ho !" were nearly at my tongue's end, but lest 
I shookl be mistaken, I kept my position, and gaeing stead* 
ily at the object, soon had the satisfaction of discovering 
that it was a poor, weary bird, apparently of the land q)e' 
ciea^ slowly approaching us. Fearing my pontion in the 
fihronds might prevent his alighting upon the spars or rig- 
ging, I quickly dro{q)ed below, and standing near the com- 
panion-way, saw the bird, after a few eirculur fli^its around 
the vessel, finally make his perch upon the very cross-trees 
which had been my seat but a few minutes previous. Thb 
solitaiy wanderer ci the feathered tribe, the only living 
thing we had bdield for some time, save on board our own 
craft was not long suffered to repose from his flight of sev- 
eral himdred miles, for tiie shades of evening had scarcely 
fidlen upon us ere he was our prize. The mate, going aloft 
carefuUy, without making the least noise, caught the bird 
by the legs while resting in conscious security on his roost, 
and brought him to the deck, although not without consid- 
erable difficulty, as the feathered stranger, which proved to 
be of the hawk species, in endeavoring to liberate himself, 
scratdbed the back of the mate's hand pretty severely, to 
Hie no litde amusement of all on board, the day having been 
so tediously monotonous, that any event, however trifling, 
served m some measure to divert us. We subsequently 
made a fricassee ci ike captive bird, but we found it to be 
less tender and palatable than we expected, and not eadly 
masticated* 

2 
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14 VOYAOB TO rafi WESf COAST OP AFRICA. 

Some two or tibree hoard aftdr diind^t, a light breeK# 
Bprung up, and Our oraft began once more to cut the water 
at her hows into beadd of dilvery foam, and the rippling 
waves seemed like music to ihe ear, compared with the' 
stillness of the cahn unruffled sea. The wind, gradually 
Increasing as the night advanced, soon filled Our snowy 
canvas, and by the time I left the deck and w^nt below, 
We were walking through the billowd of th6 blue Atlantic 
at the ratd of Six or seven knots. After a few hourd 
uninterrupted repose, I stood agam upon the deck in th^ 
early morning, just as the sun was beginning to show his 
ruddy face above the utmost verge of the eastern horizon. 
"With what pleasure did I gaze upon the crested waves as 
they playfully gambolled before the whole-sail breeze, and 
bristly sparkled in the beams of the rising orb of day. 
Bow different an appearance did the surfstce of the ocean 
pi*e8ent now, contrasted with its mirrored bosom of the 
previous afternoon, When, in the clear, smooth and trans^ 
parent deep, eat^h object was reflected as in a glass. How 
sublime wad the sight! Here and there to windward 
could be seen the sea*bird, whose bold and feaa*less wing, 
ever and anon dipped in the briny flood, as he skimmed 
the tops of the crested white-caps in search of his prey, or 
uttering a scream, which came sharp and shrill upon the 
wings of the wind, ai he dived into the snowy Surges, and 
for a moment disappearing, rose upon the buoyant air with 
his finny prize secured in his beak. At a short distance 
from us, schools of flying-fish frequently appeared, and 
darting along like a flock of birds a few yards above the 
playful Hllows, after a short flight of a few hundred feet, 
dropped into their native element again. A few of these 
BJngnlar fish had dropped on board our vessel, during the 
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n^t, whldii we cooked and fbtmd tiiem very palatable. 
A brief aocoimt of UbiB peoidiar flah maj not be unintep- 
estiog, as it is tiioa^t by many, even at the present day, 
ifaait it is impossible for a fish to fy. In &ct, I do not 
w<Hider at the incredulity of those who nevef saw one of 
tiiese little creatures. Neither is it at all stirprising at 
the nnbelief manifested by the dd lady, (as the story 
goes,) whose 8(m after returning home firom a foreign 
voyage was asked what wonders he had seen. Having 
t^lated to her that he had been so far south as to melt 
die cannon upon the deck; and iliat he had seen sereral 
of the wheels of Pharaoh's chariots* taken up from the 
bottom of the Red sea, she seemed to expre^ no astonish^ 
ment, thinking it very probable. But, when he informed 
her that he had seen fishes fly ^ shd immediately exckdmed, 
••Oh! my son, how can you be So wicked afl to tell your 
poor moUier such an untruih!" The flymg-fish is gener^ 
ally from eight to ten inches in length, of a bluish color 
(m the back, white belly, and is furnished with two long 
fins, (one on each side,) which answer the douUe purpose 
of assisting it to swim in its own element, or leaving OnA 
to mount the air, through which it glides along with the 
velocity of a bird, though but for a short distance. It is 
thought that it never, or very seldom, leaves the water to 
trust to its wings, unless hard pressed by the bonito or 
the dolphin, its most invetei^te enemy. It would seem 
^t thid little, harmless thing had not a moment's respite, 
for in its own element it m ahnost constantly pursued by 
its merciless foe ; and the moment it takes to the air for 
safety, tibie searbird seizes upon it, even here in its fli^t 
while endeavoring to escape firom its natural enemies. I 
We oSUsk watched the dolphin when hi fiill pursuit of 
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16 VOTAaS TO THB WBST COAST OF AFRICA. 

fljii>g«^fidi, bonnding firom wave to wave in his endearoci 
to overtake tiiem^ when trusting to their wings for safety; 
and a more beautiful sight could not be imagined. I ha^e 
sometimes seen a school of, perhaps, several hundreds in 
number, rise &om the water at ike same time, as Hie/ 
were pursued by the dolfdiin or bonito, and contmuing 
their flight upon the wing above their merciless pursuers 
some few hundred feet, finally drop weary and exhausted 
into the mouths of their persevering and dreaded foes. 
A question might be asked with regard to this most singu* 
lar of nature's productions. I say nnffular, for who 
would have supposed that a fishy (an inhabitant of the 
ocean, furnished with scales, fins and organs like the other 
numerous species that belong to the same element, and 
this one species cmly,) should be endowed with the power 
of leaving the water from which it ori^nated, and in 
which every thing is found for its sustenance and 8upp<nt| 
and as its will or pleasure dictates, or its safety renders 
necessary, mounts the buoyant air through which it ^des 
along, thou^ in limited flights, like any of the feathered 
tribes which are so diametrically opposite in their natures. 
Why are the flints of the flying-fish so limited, as it is 
furnished with wings to bear it through the air? I think 
it may be satisfactorily answered by stating that the Grea^ 
tor has mdeed given it wings but not feathers. They aro 
of a diflferent nature entirely. They have not ike levity 
of the latter and consequently are not adapted to support 
the body, which is likewise unfurnished with feathers, any 
length of time in an element contrary to its nature. It 
has been observed that its flights are ccmtinued a mudi 
greater distance in moist, or wet rainy weather, than 
when the atmosphere is dry. Hence it may be inferred, 
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dM mcnstiire, by enaUing tiie fish to exptad its fins or 
wings in a larger diameter, is the cause of ito continuing 
longer in the air. Unallj, in whatever light we Tiew this 
wonderful production of nature, we must look t^on it as 
displajing the wisdom and power of Him who created all 
things that ^^liye, move and have a being.'' 



CHAPTER n. 

The beautiful breeze still continued to waft us along 
through the deep blue sea farther and farther from our 
homes ; and our vessel, obedient to its impulse, bounded 
onward through the dancing waves like the fierj courser 
in the race towards the goal. How dazzlinglj white^ was 
Ae foam she threw from her bows at every plunge into 
the heaving surges. The day was fine, the wind fresh 
and &ir, and not a cloud to fleck the azure arch of heaven. 
On such a day who would not like to bo upon the bound- 
less ocean! How delightful is the scene the eye beh(dds, 
ai it takes in the vast circumference of waters as &r as 
Ae vision extends! Myriads upon myriads of crested 
billows raise their snowy heads above the surface of the 
Uue expanse, and as they curl, and toss and dash against 
each other, the spray thrown aloft and around, sparkles in 
the rays of the sun like millions of glittering diamonds. 
At such a time as this, the sea is beautiful indeed. Yet^ 
«ven in the storm, habit renders the saBor fearless of the 
tempest's wrath, and he can ever look upon the threaten- 
ing, ar^y waves without any terror. It is now noon with 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



18 VOTAGB !rO THB WBST COAST OF AFRICA. 

U0, upon the illimitable waste of waters. See jon^r 
group of jolly tars seated in a circle near the galley par* 
tatdng of their mid-day meal. In &eir midst is a kid of 
salt junk and pork, and another of ship-bread. Witb 
these, and a tin pot of tea, coffee or choccJate, they seeM 
to be as well satisfied, as the pampered epicure of the 
city, seated at his table surrounded with all the luxuries 
that wealth can purchase. 

The sailor, after all, is not such an ^^unhappy-dog" as 
many imagine. And those who dwell on the shore, wh<»tt 
he has j^ven the "sobriquet" of "land-lubbers," "Jack" 
would not exchange situations with. Seated around his 
kid of beef and bread with his messmates, and in the 
interval of eating and drinking, holding a junk of beef in 
one hand, and his jack-knife in the other, assuming a serio- 
comic &ce as he commences spinning erne of his "long 
yamd" to Ins brother tars, who break out into a broad and 
hearty laugh when he arrives at the climax of his tale ; at 
such moments, he appears to be the happiest being in the 
world. And, in fSict, let any one observe him while 
engaged in his duty, or in those moments of relaxation as 
above described, and I think he will not hesitate to say 
that he is in reality as happy as the majority of mankind. 
His ship, is his habitation — his cradle, in which he is 
rocked to sleep by the billows of the ocean — his carriage, 
whose steeds are the wmds that waft him o'er the track- 
less waste. 'Tis true his walks are limited, but then his 
promenade is smooth and even. He may walk miles 
during his watch, ppon the level deck, and thus on board 
his sea-girt, isolated dwelling, be, as it were, still "at 
home." 

During the afternoon the wind blew so fresh as to oblige 
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US to take in aD our light canvas. Towards ni^t, heavj, 
ttreatening clouds were seen rising from tibe southern 
horiaon, and tiie wind veering round several points, kicked 
up just after night-fall, such an uglj sea, that it seemed, at 
times, when our craft dipped her head into the heaving 
surges, as they came rolling on towards us, that she would 
pitch every mast and spar out of her hull. Never do I 
recollect having seen a more beautiful sight than the 
ocean presented on this evening. It seemed as if ihe 
crested billows were transformed into torches of living 
fire. And as our vessel glided throu^ the yielding flood, 
iA tosm dashed from her bows was like a brilliant phos- 
]Aiore6cent display of a million ^ttering sparks ; and to 
enhance the beauty of the scene, a large school of porpoi- 
ses suddenly made their appearance, and darting across 
our bow in their playful moods, resembled (their rapid 
tranfflt throu^ the water, leaving such a bright constella- 
tion of gems behind,) so many comets with their long 
train sweeping through the azure of the sky. This singu- 
lar appearance of the waters of the ocean is not uncommon 
at certain times, in various latitudes. Some navigators 
think it may be caused by electricity. Others attribute it 
to email animalcuUe which cannot be perceived during the 
day, on account of the li^t, but shine forth in aU their 
dazding lustre <Hily in the darkness. Whatever the cause 
may be that produces this grand efiect upon the eye of 
the observer, to say the least, it is certainly worth behold- 
ing. 

One or two hours after night had closed around us, Uie 
wind began to blow in sudden gusts from the s.E., and 
the portentous clouds we had perceived rising from tiiat 
direetioD, spread tfiemselves over tiie whole surface of the 
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heavens. Thick dadmeee now reigned over the yaat pro- 
foimd, and the idK)6phore8cent briUianej of the oceaa 
entirely disappeared. Occasionallj, a vivid flash of li^t- 
ning illuminated the dense clouds, for a seocmd or two id 
time, and tben passing away, added ten-fold to the gloom* 
iness of the scene. To windward, it looked so wild and 
threatening, that it was found necessary to reduce our sail 
to be ready to meet the storm. On a sudden, a flash of 
lightning, that for the moment blinded us with its hrilliaii* 
cy, lighted up the ocean and the sky, as if it were day, 
and ahnost at the same instant, a report as if the veij 
clouds were rent asunder, burst upon the ear, witli 4|i 
deafening roar of a thousand pieces of ordnance simultar- 
neously discharged. In a short time it seemed as if the 
elements were at war with each other in good earnest; for 
the lightning was incessant — flash followed flash — and the 
thunder answered in terrific peals that reverberated 
through the whole vaulted arch of heaven. For a moment 
the wind seemed to lull. But a faint streak of Ught to 
windward, as if an ofening had been made in the dark 
mass of clouds to let out the pent-up fury of the storm, 
admonished us to take in and fiirl every inch of canvas. 
Hardly was tiiis done, ere the wind burst upon us with 
such tremendous force as to throw our vessel nearly upon 
her beamr-ends. Fortunately, however, she righted, and 
obeying her helm, we were able to keep her dead before 
the wind, under bare poles. The sea boiled and foamed, 
as if it were an immense cauldron in a state of ebullition, 
the waves were in such a peculiar state of commotion as 
they came in contact with each other. In the course of 
two or three hours it blew still harder, and being from the 
same point of the compass from which the gale commeac- 
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ed, caused a more even, and therefore a less dangerous 
sea. Hough the surges rolled onward were more regular 
and did not expose us to the same peril as when crossing 
each other, and coming in angry collision by the sudden 
changes of the wind, they were, notwithstanding, moun- 
tainous enough to appal any one who had never been upon 
a tempestuous ocean. 

Once or twice, as we scudded dead before the gale, a 
stupendous sea washed madly towards us in our wake, and 
rising higher and higher as it approached, seemed as if it 
would overwhelm us with its mighty avalanche. But for- 
tunatdy, ere the threatening billow reached the stem of 
our vessel, it broke, and partly losing its force as its giant 
crest curled into foam, we were gradually Gfted upon the 
summit, and receiving only the spray upon our decks, thus 
narrowly escaped being submerged beneath a deluge of 
waters. The ligjbtning's lurid glare, at intervals, flashing 
from the bursting clouds and illuminating the snowy tops 
of the stormy waves, as they rolled in wild commotion 
along ihe deep; the blunder's deafiftdng roar, minting 
with the angry winds and waves, — aD came tipon the ear 
with one combined terrific sound, sufficient to intimidate 
any one unused to scenes like these. Though terrible, it 
was still sublime ! How insignificant a thing is a vessel, 
at such a time as this, borne along before ihe breath of 
the gale with fearful velocity, wilhout a rag of canvas 
set! Now, rising upon the very summit of a towering 
wave, and anon falling from this elevation into the deep 
vales of the heaving sea, with a mountain of waters on 
each side threatening, for the moment, as if they would 
meet above and forever submerge the devoted craft with 
all her erew. Not many hours were we compelled to 
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driye thiw before the fury of the stonii. The wind gml- 
uallj changing to the weal and decreaong in viol^ice, 
enabled us to set a okae-reefed foresail and haU our 
course in the directimi we desired. 

The morning dawned upcm us with a clear sky, and too 
much wind to render it safe to shake out the ree& froat 
our solitary sail. At each plunge our vessel made into 
the foaming sea, the snowy spray was thrown half as hi^ 
as the mast heads, keeping a continual shower of the brinj 
rainrdr(^ fisJling iqxm deck. But to eidiyen the scenoy 
numerous sea birds could be seen in every direction m 
search of their wcmted prey. How admirably has tba 
Creator fitted every thing that lives with the means for ita 
support and comfort. How wonderful that a bird, with 
feathers for its covering, should find a resting place even 
upon the stormy ocean. But such is the case, for the sea- 
bird, it is presumed, seldom or never visits the shore^ 
excepting tor the purpose of laying its eggs. As soon as 
ilie shades of ni^t fsJl upon the sea, these ever restLess 
wanderers upon the wing during the day, relax their pin- 
ions and drop upon the bosom of the deep, wheiher it be 
a^tated by the fury of the tempest, or gently undulating 
in the undisturbed repose and mirrored smooilmess of the 
cabn. Here, upon their ^^ liquid cradle j^ they nestle and 
are rocked to repose till the first ray of morning admon- 
ishes them to renew the labors of another day. 

It is generally known that aD those birds on the land, 
whose food is grain, seeds, etc., are supplied with ffizzarde. 
But the sea-bird has no such organ as this. Having acci- 
dentally caught a few of them, one or two were opened 
and no such apparatus was to be seen. Here the hand of 
a Supreme Intelligence is obvious even to the atheist! 
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Tbe food of tbe aeft-biid k jiiA, and this beiiig ematj 
digested, no tntarfttiye piooess, or gissafd, k required ; 
whereae thoee spemee whidi require jprain, and other hard 
aabstances, for their nooriahment, render one neoeasary 
Sat the grinding of the food, aa in its whole stale it is not 
aSeeted by the gastrio fluid, and conld not gp throng the 
pvoeeea of digestion unkes broken up by an orgin, appa- 
ratus, or someAing of a mmilar nature. All birds lliat 
frequent the water are web-footed, whkh enables Ihem to 
8wmi in thk element; and, by the expansion of their pedal 
^ipendages, tihey can at Aeir pleasure rise from it, cm 
aeoount of Had reristanoe of the water to th^ &n-like 
foet,*whidi gradually sinki^ as tiie birds put them out in 
the act of rising, ^yes the requkite spring, and renders it 
perfeo% easy for Aem to leare the water, and with a 
wave of dieir pnions to mount into Hke air. A bird with- 
out web-feet cannot possibly rise from &e surfi^e of the 
water. We ascertained, by repeated triak, that the sea- 
bird could not, as fiur as our experiments went, rise upon 
the wing from an unyielding substance. Two or three of 
them being placed upon &e deck, we found that it was 
with Hbe greatest difficulty they were able to stand at all. 
The exertion they made, in endeayoring to retain an 
ui»ig^t position, Was really lau^iable. The poor birds 
uppesatd entirely helpless. They would sometimes half 
raise their wings in order to rise fitnn the deck; and then, 
suddeidy dropping tiiem, foil over on their side,by tiie 
moticm of the vessel, like a person intoxicated. We 
pushed them along the deck to see if they could not be 
made to rise upon the wing, but all our eflbrts were 
unavailing. At length they were raised a few feet above 
the deck, and let loose from the hand. In an instant, 
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their punons baying fbU play, cleared ttie tmojant air, and 
the birds were soon skimming orer the ocean surges, 
doubtless rejoicing at their fiberation from captivity, axid 
msngDng with their feHows, where they could be tjeen h 
every direction soaring npon tintiring wings above ttc 
restless sea. 

During the ttmo we were trykig the experiments wift 
the birds, as above described, and ^Hiile tiie wind still eon- 
tmued to blow pretty fresh, we passed a large spar wMr 
seme of the rigging attached to it. From its size and 
generid appearance, bemg about half a mile <df, it ww 
supposed to be the foremast or mainmast of a square- 
rigged vessel, which had been cut or carried away ijt flie 
very gale we had ourselves experienced so recentty with- 
out suflfering any damage. Perhaps the vessel, to whidi 
this spar had belonged, had not been so fortunate as we 
wsre in buffeting with the waves amidst the fury of tbe 
storm. Perchance, each mast and spar had been sacri* 
fieed, in order to save tiie devoted ship. And sifll, fcr 
au^t we knew, all ^s might have been in viun. The 
once noble craft, with all her gallant crew, may have been 
ingulphed by the ittercBess billows, and sunk deep in ilie 
uofalfaomable caverns of ^e ocean's bed. 

By ike nMdle of the afternoon of the day in question, 
Ae breeze had subsided so much as to enable us to cany 
all but our fittest sa3s, and the weadier was deUghtM. 
At this time we fell in with a school of d^^fains. But for 
mere than an hour we were unsuccessful in catching one 
rf Aem, they were so shy of hook and Hne. At length a 
few of tihem approaching pretty near, recourse was had t6 
the gndns, and we &ially succeeded in capturing a beau« 
taftd one of about three feet in length. 
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IiMi# who bttre SMa tiM dolfkm, m his dyii^ «^oiihi» 
cw JOTinmhT the ovei^TiiyiB^ dmgtt pMuUttr to this 
fish. One moBumii tiM «nlas appear of a goUeu «id 
poffk 1»0. Xke mead;, all tbe primMUio odbia m^ ba 
fimrad b j ^ observer at tiia saiae iaetut, although k 
intofikr aurpaewiigin btiDiaDcy ilie nost lorel^ ^^iria" 
nortal #708 avar behaU. Itia paiBAd^howaver, toiha 
hmij aaiiaitiTe feeliaiB to iea evwi s ^fiik" m ha djring 
moeats. Wbea I law, finr tbe fint tisM, tbe beantifal 
cMpbm pieroad tbioii^ aad tturoviglk by i^ prenga ef ti^ 
baiM steely Us iriiola body quvaring in a§oay, aad the 
erioMcm sfcreaat issw^ fimn tke waaads; the gasp, and 
^9mki?0 tfaroeSy as he was eadvicated fioim the croel 
iastramsttt and lay upoa tbe deck bresAiBg his last; I 
oaoldaoi forbear dradderiBg^aadyasit were, sympathia- 
Ukg wiA &a mJbrhinate chdphia, ao omelly taken finoot bk 
aitire cloa se at But how aooa do we beeene leeoMilad 
aad fiuaSiar with see»ea like Aese! Subeeqastttly, whe» 
naiiy of these fish, at di&rent tmes, bad beea oao^ ia 
the same maa^mry ao ofeot whatever was piadaced in my 
fcdags* How oftea have I partakea of a diewder made 
&(aa&eBe^iwv«nof thedeep blue sea;'' umII believe 
it is geaeraUy aekaowMged that none <^ the finny tribe^ 
feaad off saaadmgs^ witt afi>rd a better dish, even finr the 
fti i ti dis as epieiire himself , than this most mmgpjAoa^ 
iahsbitMit^ the waten— the ''iris-haed dolphin." 

IW wind having at l^igUi become so li^ aad $ivora« 
Us, and the weather contiauii^ deUj^tfU^ aU the oail wa 
aoidd carry was set upon our craft. And thas, far aevent 
diys, our pr(>gress was nniaterraptibly onwards towaorda 
wr destination. Day after day, and nig^t after na^, 
^ roOed on irtiile we wore yet apon the bbie waters of 
8 
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tt A£rka, nMthtr -m irw% bomML W«ek» \mt y ms^ i 
mmy into d» golf of oUivioo, wlute wt {do«gM -Ihv 
tfrfrthomrible md toidfess wafte. We kitd «qMrl»«9C 
Ike noootaij of a otlm, i—uflki m*, wkm to ma tu fl i 
MEfiMo pt- o sgn tod s porfeel miiMr, m mUA en^ty o l^l 
«a8 iiiiithitly reteetod. We had i^piti eeM k MriM 
kito tiQ7 wavea^ piajfaUy nndwhtiiig and spaikiiiig in Umi 
Vaaaa of a noonday mm; or danoing b a atti fidty to Ae 
queen of iii^t at she ibed bar aihrecy raya upon to ntofe ^^ 
rindia, agto*ed by tiie braatii <tf ^ apottm ivibii. 
▲ad we had hebM Hm aame mageslio oeeaR^ irhm bufaad 
toe foam by tiie fuy of the tampoat, to biilom fWnig Ska 
mwialimw towarda ibe heatena, Areaksdng la aiver#i^ai ^ 
erety ibiag beme tqpon to angry bosom, like ealm*-^ Ae 
gluitia bi«oae— -Hie dreadful tempeat«— aU thoM we faaidy 
by tons, experieneed, and we were Btill ioating oa fa 
mS&ty towards a fereiga sbore, fiu*, far away fipoaa ear 



On a Ibe day, when sailii^ along wkh albbr ami slead^ 
breeae, at the rate of about five or mx knots an hour, we 
saw a Isrge scbool of porpoises, nearly a nule te triad- 
ward. When we first perceived them^ Aey were steeivig 
direetly from us, bat in a few minutes iliey altered tbei^ 
eeurse, (our vessel probaUy having attracted Uteir atte»- 
tSonO <^ ^^ down towards us ahuoat in as regular order 
f|S an inlluitTy oompa^y, in seotions of perhaps from fimr 
to ei^t or ten. The moment we perceived this, par haty' 
peons were soon in requisUaon. In a very short thue they 
were sportmg across our bows in [dayftil gambols, wfa^t 
the captain, wi;h wellr-poised wei^n, stood fax a posMoQ te 
^9rt tite fSstal instrument into the midst of their pbalaai| 
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aft tibj o o eo jia aTd j mm to tha iiia fl o of die water %i «r» 
dbr lo bx a flx , (dukt is erary few seMDib) wUob k kidia- 
pamwAh to tte qpeoJea rf SA. Twoor threaof the cww 
lead 7 to iMuil in upon the liae attaohed to the harw 
.jkfaeiaiaMiit the laticrvaB thrown from the haadeaf 
Ifaa eqplanu An efqporteaify wae 80(hi ofejred to djefhy 
tfcadfiKtorify and aim of the harpoonMr« A porpciBe of 
abaoliE ei^ feei ia length roae to the savfitce, near the Tea* 
adL hi an inetoat the (^ttering steel was tranafixed- ki 
kia bady, and the erimeon alxaam leeuing from the womid^ 
mMl aMn^ing wUi the blue waton of the ooaan^ gave au^ 
fleiesi eviianoe of the effi&et of the weqmi. But to our 
ra#pe^ we did not sncoaed m gelling the cafilife on boatd, 
fiMT the Uae attaobed to the harpoon parted aa 0O(m aa tha 
fiah waa laieed a little above the wavea, and the poor per- 
paiae, nleaaed from the line, but wiQi the barpoen deep in 
hie body, drinking hia very life-blood, was eeen for aeveral 
arinatea, darting throuj^ tbe biiny element, which he ladi? 
ed into foam in the agonies of death, the handle of the £e^ 
lal atoel sometimes two or three feet above the level of the 
aa^; and to eidianee the novelty of the scene, the whole 
aefciool of porpoises to which this one beknged, were in full 
pwaoit of their wounded companion. We gazed at them 
in^flns flOfegidM' daase, till they were lost in the dielancet 
and WW them no more. Doubtless, the disabled fish, if 
no^ mortoUy wonnded, was soon worried to death by his 
pnraners, for it has been often observed by those ifbo have 
watdied the motions of the porpoise, that if one of a school 
be iiQured in any manner, so as to prevent his following 
ike rest^ they all mercilessly fall upon him till he is de- 
stroyed* 
Wf hadanodier instance of. this peculiar aavageness of 
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ibe porpoise, a &ir dajB maJbeetpaaAj to the one aboT* 
stated. A light breese had sprung np^ aiul we were goii^ 
along at a very moderate rate, w^uroelj enoa^ to canae 
our vessel to cany '*• a bone in her mouth," (in nautftcal 
phrase,) or, in other words, to press the wator at her bows 
into beads of foam, as she glided throu^ the elenoit. 
Attbis time asmall school of these fiflb made theirsppeap- 
ance, and continued playing near ue^ but they w«re so shj 
tiiat that they did not approach within striking distance of 
the harpooner, who stood ready, waiting for an of^sortuni^ 
to huri the missile into some one of these nmgsn of the 
ocean. The breeie gradually dying away, while they stiU 
sported around us, and seeing no pfobabibty of doiqg aiigr* 
thing with the harpoon, (the porpoise seldom af^nroachaig 
very near a vessel unless she is sailing pret^ quick,) ooe 
of the muskets we had on board was loaded with two balls 
and as <me of the porpoises rose above tbe surfiioe, about 
fifteen or twenty feet from us, the whole cont^ts of the 
musket was lodged in his body, and the fish for a few see* 
ends turned upon his side, remained quivering upon tlie 
margin of tbe water, bleeding from his wounds, and tben 
suddenly darted off with the velocity of the wind, for the 
distance of more than a mile, with the whole school in full 
chase after him. This poor, wounded p<npoise, we had w> 
doubt, was soon w<»rried to death by his unmerciful fellows. 
Nearly fifty days had elapsed since we sailed firom h<mie, 
and no land of a f(Mreign shore in all that time was seen* 
Li^t winds and cafans prevailed so much, that our pro- 
gress was unusually retarded. About tlie last day of the 
seventh week finom Boston, our latitude, by an observation 
taken, assured us that we were not far firom land. The 
morning^ of the day in question, was ushered in by a fair, 
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bat moderate breeie. But Hm finaDj died away, before 
Hie sun had reached his meridian, and left tiie ocean, as 
ftr as the e;^e could extend, as smooth as ^ass. But the 
sorfiBhce, in ahnost every direction, presented a most singu- 
lir qpectMfle, for vast numbers of a hurge, red locust were 
scattered about in various directions, in groups of three, 
ttmr &t a doien, as tfiey chanced to drop while on the wing, 
weary and fjeUigued with their long flight, into tiieir watery 
grave. These locusts had probably been blown off in a 
sudden squall or tornado. We caught one or two of ihem, 
and found by measurement that tli^y were nearly three 
inches long. If the locusts of Egypt, mentioned in ^^ Sa- 
cred Writ,'' were as large as these we saw, an army of 
Utem must have been destructive indeed ! The calm did 
not continue many hours, for by three, p. m., a light wind 
began to blow frmn the s.B. The clouds floating upontiie 
horisofi in tiiat directicm, gradually rising hi^er and 
Ifig^r from the ocean, discovered to our view tiie island of 
Pahna, one of the Canaries, at the distance of fifty miles. 
Oh ! how beautifcd is tiie sight of terra firma, when we 
have been any length of time at sea. The cry of ^^ land 
bo V* rings upon the Iktening ear, almost like the joyful 
soon^ ot ^^ home, sweet home," when approaching our 
native shores. 

At the close of this day, and the subsequent ni^t, we 
continued tacking about, on account of adverse winds. 
KHrly in the morning, a more &vorable breeze enabled us 
to Be our course ; and by ten o'clock, a. m., we came up 
with tiie above-mentioned island. The sun, which had 
iis^n in unclouded majesty, rolled on through the bhie 
ether to the aenith, unobscured by even a fleecy vapor to 
MicM the M^itness of his glory. The deep cerulean <^ 
8* 
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Hm sky rdldcted in ttie ocam its own tnanparent buftuly, 
white iiiBri)«n of flth of JM b itml ctesorifi^kms irefe coo- 
tiBuaUj leaping ffom tbe water in tbeir piajfrnlniees, c^'P^"^ 
enflj jojfttl for Mdi a lovely day. 

Now, one of tbe most subline si^ite ever beheld, 0toed 
in fUl }iroqpect before i»* This was the iriand of Teao- 
rifle, with its celebrated '' Peak.'' The mislff whi<:^ Ind 
hnng around its base at early dawn, and the clonds that 
had veiled its smnmit from the view, were dispersed by 
the breath of the winds, or absorbed by the increasing heat 
of the sdar rays, as the star of day gradually mounted 
towards his meridian throne. There stood, revealed in 
all its grandeur and sublimity, rearing its mighty head 
crowned iKth eternal snows, to an elevation of more than 
fifteen tbonsaiid feet into the aiure vaah of heaven, this 
fiyr^med '' F^ak of TeneriSe." AMkn^ we were nany 
Hmee distant, its kfty c^m^like sommk appeared towemg 
at Baeh an manense hei^t from the krd of the sea, as if 
it were but a short hour or two's sail fi:om us. And the 
•hadow of this stapendous mountain^ reaching as fiur as 
Ae eye can extaid, reflects a deeper hue up<m the ocean 
and the sky. Die scene pr e se nted to the view after son- 
aei of a dear day, battes a& descriptien. Thependl of a 
Baphad or a Coreggio, could not, with dieur utmeet dkil, 
bapwci to the canvas the fiuntest image of the beatfly, 
grandeur and subliauty of this ^snow-crowned Peak." 
For^ kmg after the sun has sunk bek>w the horimn, its 
nqrs stall linger upon its lofty top, tinging ihe i^^ttering 
whiteness wiUi a &int <^ colour du rose," while ike base ^ 
the mountain, and the whole iriand beneath, am enveloped 
in the dark shadows of evemi^. Those, only, who h»re 
•BSft ilAt such a time, can fsmi «i^ eoooepttsn of tha in- 
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djj^rflMihki gMwbiur «f a «o«iie iihe tfiii. Lei any «m 
iig> » <i no i »t Jia j fliiie AaBO OTfaBTi riaag froni llw eoeia ia 
jVMbaa^ilraitmilMiitfaiitytQf ttieiMrt ioAy '' J^jrpliiii 
Pyraonds," or seyeBty-five «f ibe ohavolMB ^ Boislotty 
v^ ^dr talkat ale^lea pkoed mm upon asotber, aad he 
jMf fa«fe (Mne klea of ibe40toiudH^lM^|kiof ihis^eto- 
Uated ""Padc of TeDoriHiBL" 



CHAPTfiR nL 

Im Ae CMZ86 of ike folkmbg day, K^ innitvd ^ % 
ioimtond^weetBidettf tiie islai]^ eaHed '« OMa- 
ipft«" It has BO bacbor^ and is iboreftve very tmaafe fer 
TOiselay wben tbe wind Mows ia firon Ae sea, as tbey are 
flfitiaafllly oaqweed to Ihe beavy swell of Ae waters of tbe 
Atfaftitio, wUdb roU waiBtemipledly to the TOiy skirts of 
Urn towa. We sair bat two or three rassels, of ai^ de- 
aeript^j ridfaig at aDofaer, and they were vSaB% to audi a 
dagreo^onaeeountof tbe atitier-tow, that ttabr fewer yuds 
Mi anfioqaeatly) were dipped i& the water. The princi- 
pal exports of this fdaee is wine, but it must be very diS- 
oalttohiiititoB board m pipes, as Ae yewel is not stiS 
lor a aaoMi^il, and oannot posinbiy be, in eneh an e^qwsed 
BJtaatiep. Tbe few hours we reoaained here, we were vk 
danger ^ being thrown upon the beaob by the heavy nnder- 
tow« Aa wo bky'^ off and on, ''waiting for the poii>4)oat to 
eo»o aleogride^tbe wind died eniir^ ftway, and woftnnd 
woMolvoa Oirary Msmeni iqaptyTnahing nearar to the skM. 
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Imog a l tog i lh i f toxiteit ♦»haii whapg H^ymm a o aa aaftt y W 
^l»y aat''mokaleogdifai«fdertobO06otte. TkeMfbte; 

^ bjr 08^ tfw pofi*toat faimie&jUfy pniii 0ft ^IViwiii 
koQgindfe) the oAoor nfM uLeA if a isiMo c^utM 
be obluDied, as we were appreheiMive of etrai&ig opoti 
tte klwri if tiM eelm eott^mied imi^ hmger. He in* 
tMmed us tlMit it w» intpoMble to obtam <»ie, ae tiiere wan 
none to be pordiaB^ at .angr price, at Oratava. Wben 
oor captim informed him of his fears, as r^arded the cnt- 
nation of oor Teesd, vM oAoei, easting fan eyes towards 
ihe ^^ Peak," immediaMfy Aspeiled ttie eaptab's imeasi- 
new, by observing that we lAouM in a few moments haw 
1fce^wMlfre«n Hie shore, aad tfien we m^t keep wtnt 
fiitawe we d^nred. Hie beat had seare^ left us before 
w# pereeived the inficatiens of a hntm from the dbreciaoft 
the dieer menlMMied. Hie eleods hanging around the 
base of the novKtimb^^ to lioyedong towards the sea,- 
and in a fcw ndirates a sodden gmt of wind bore them 
towardit uafipem ibe fertBe AKnn ; and as the rapor eon^ 
dsafiad, and fcU in oopioes showers, it seemed as if eaeh* 
di<^ of lain had been eahaled firom some garden of flow*^ 
ers (^ ddioious fragrance, ihe A was so red^den^ wiil 
peiAuae. 

We soon left tiiis {rface behind, as our sails were fiBed* 
by the bteeae, aad gave the land a good berth, lest a 
<diange of wind diould endanger oor safety, no harberbebig 
imtinieptiy near where we ocmld take shelter in case of a 
sterm. Our iatentioii was, to proceed next to 8anta Cn»; 
on the epposito side of the idand, for the pnrpose of talh^ 
iQg in naisr aal f e tta i g a sapi^ rf potirtMs mi osi«Bs, 
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MHVQd At tbii jpMt the nkieqwii dij, Md tathoitd ki 
Aflpod» MOUTO birtmr. Ovbmf ateyliorodidiiilaAvd 
m ff^ ^^poctauJij of vicitiDg the ^cmuj Imk its 

ml hnpiiing Bdund tbo tow% tibe oowtey lieie gprftd- 
!•% ai fintt jato geolljr mdwlftiiiig Uik «lolhed witib T«r« 
dnve, and m Aa a«Mit oontameB iadini^g lanaada tba 
S> w,, fiarilj .iwnmat<w ia tta aelabgatod ''Paili'Vio oAea 
SMnlitned^ vkk^ aocovcBog to rane tmyeOert vlia haiw 
wted it, 18 aeaii^ tfaroo milet perpendioular height fnaa 
thoooeal^alldIaaJb•ieenatthe a0t<»iihing disteiao «l 
W9 bmdi<od and twanty ndlM, in a olaar day. Id tm^ 
aa wo kokad up to ito ^^ snow^rowiied cnmrndt " fitm tha 
dack d our TaaMl, wUla k tbe luurbor of Saata Ctumy thr 
^rPaak" Btratcfaaag &r ftwaj kiio the faln^ athar, ■wid 
aa if it wem a balf doaiu nulea firoia tba 1ot«1 of the ia» 
to tba top of iia hoary haad. And tfaa iriew is iralj 00b- 
Una aa Aa ^a g»dM% waatea firam tiM skirti af tiba 
towtt ^ tba ttdes of tba mouatMUy whaia &r naariy two- 
ttikda tba distaoca^tba famaant veardara dotbet it aa ivitb 
agpBiiwnt IbiBnt aftCT wapderiag over gro?eB tf omngig 
iod Smea, haaapwa aad plantaaw, and ^ariaya otbar tn^ 
ioal fridta) tba eye is fixed iqpon tba danrting fiheea'of ioe 
and 8B0W upon that ^ Peak/' riamg 00 hi^^ above ilia irer* 
diot iaadaaape <^ at the moaatain'a base«" Hera, all Ibe 
baaalgr of maomat^ and all the drearineas of wkitar, May 
baaeai.ata|^oe* 

XnareUers, who bare aaeeoded the faif^ieat^Yatfatt tbiy 
eoald raaab'Of tbia atupendonB maantaiD^ into a ra^on ef 
einalaaowt have fooad tba eotdaoisteBflaaatabeabMst 
W i Himi a l i li i) mA tbaf weaa ooM^fed to anm^ tbeir 
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steps, and desoeud to niere iiw afar w«i i^iUtr. No ] 
son, I believe, has erer yet been able to reach ^^ the reij 
summit (rf the Peak." Aol periiaiM soeh a ftait m tiJM 
may neyer be aooompKflhed by any human baiog, so long 
as it remains towering thus in its krfty grandetir inte) the 
bfaie ardb of heaven. The air and climate of this iskad 
is said to be very congmiial to the health and cowfltitntias 
of valetudinarians, many of whom, after remaining hem ^ 
brief period of time, have returned home perfeetty ciwed) 
particularly of phthisical compbints. In fiMt, it is said 
that every variety of climate or temperature may be hmA 
at ihis island, that the most &stidioos oonld desiie# '^ Bjr 
residing at different heij^ts, such a temperature magr bt 
procured as is best suited to the coostitQiion. P^i;o8» 
may continue where the air is mild and salubrious, f» ihof. 
may ascend till the cold becomes intderable. But no one 
can live c<Anfortably within a mile of the pa^pauficular 
hei^t of the Peak, after the niontii of Augvet The city 
of Laguna, about four miles distant from Santa Crm^ 
though much larger, it is said, is much inferior in a|qpeai>' 
ance to the latter place. There are some good houses, but 
Hie disposition of tiie streets is very irregular. The islai|d 
of Teneriflfe is about fi% miles in length and twenty in 
breadth* Thou j^ its chief production is wine : oxw, sheep, 
goats, hogs and poultry may be procured ; also, vegetaUea 
and fruits, in great variety and abundance. Ammig th0 
former are pumpkins, potatoes and onions* Of the lattor^ 
not only oranges, lemons, etc., may be obtained, but even 
figs, pears, mulberries and musk-melons." We 8up|died 
ourselves with a good stock of potatoes and onions, and 
found them to be of excellent quality. Among the birds 
of this island, may be mentioned hawks, parrots, swallows^ 
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peiiridgefl, blaokbirds, and iliat beautifid Gt^e sotigster) 
die ^^ twaarj^^ tiiat m> often haa ohaitned us with his sweet 
. ir^arbHugi, tiioa^ transported from his own native groves^ 
InigAttt wttli perftune, and inoiared in his wire priscm bjr 
Ihs craftl hands of buuk 

After oMainmg a few iBasks of fresh wiiter, which was 
Ittei^it to US in a boat frcfOk ihe shore, wo got xmder weigh, 
Juei beAm i^^ set m, and sailed out of the harbor of 
SodIa Oraa witti a fij^t but fkrorable wind* this pkdo, 
wkere we had made so short a stay^ soon grew dim and 
<fc Bcm e hi the distanoe and in the approaching twfli^U 
The* ** Peak,'* on whioh we had ga«ed wWi so ttatrch won- 
Asr and admiration, was now no longer to be seen, on ac- 
eoont of the Ihiok veil of vapors snrrmitfding it, and en- 
tirely exchidBng ike view for at least a aile below its sum- 
mSt, Our course was direct for the diores of Africa, 
wUtiier we were bound. However, nearly a week elapsed, 
from the tiflM of leaving tiiEeidend t)f Tenerifie, before we 
aacbored within dght of tiie oontinont. Althoti^ the dis- 
tnce IS hot &r, li{^t Ini^eeses and eahns having prevailed 
to so great an detent, tiiat we were more than twice as 
long on our passage as we otherwise should have been. It 
was a most ddi^tful evening when we at length arrived 
ted dr^yped our anchor near the shore, at the island of 
€k>ree, situated within amile or so of Cape Verd, a prom- 
ontory of Africa. The sky was without a cloud, and tho 
lovely ^^ quoen of night '' shone in all her peeriess beauty. 
The tiny ripples moved into playfukess by the breath of 
<he aepfayrs, and spiarkSng in her silvery beams as they 
i mtknnurinf^y broke upon tiie sandy beach, i^peared to me, - 
I at tiie time; like a scene dT enchantment. 
i Baveral vessels were lying at andKMr near us, bat no 

f 
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•mud ins hmri mhotaed^ mjotikmmi^ 
BlOhieBBof iMtraaiqiiilni^. 
Muiy to iimM o«tr ioMrilif and I 
ifftloli Mi, eie., we Mi^Mf iiearyii,aiidftr iBy#wiifi 
it was long ere sleep w^j^hed dowB i^r eysiUb ; ftr 
iboa^ of awakbg fa *e monmg^ $kA ImkMvng 
eoimtayof tiie BthioiMS^sad Hm^ a nis ip aMon if 
ihe AMoan Umeelf, m s& Ui «*lre SBf^e^ 
for several hoiirs{ffeTeitod my viidilMpase. WImI] 
Bar sensatioiis wefeelat.saohtfanes. S i a satiia a 'w h iB h t 
laz^oage eaa describe, and Aose only can lyytJiAaU tiMn 
wlu) have by experieiiee been enaMad to jadga ef tinir 
eficts npon the mind. Bnger ewiositgr oalad im a* » 
reiy early boor iqMi Ae deck, and a^ ywtMil iMiffaa 
tioa was filed with ten ttiovsand images of tfaa wMdeM 
that I expected to behold in our iaterooane and iiMliowfilk 
ihe Halves of this eoast. On kokiBg areond soMiig Um 
shipping, the first object Aat met my view, was the lag of 
my eoontry, ttie star-spanned banner, ioating upon tka 
monung breeae, at the mast-head of one or twe AmsriMn 
vessels. How pleasing is the si^^, vriben we mn disiasit 
fiom home, in a fisragn port, te see tins naiinnni symbol of 
our coontry's glory proudly elevated at the topmost spar 
ef iooe of our native ships. Several Bi^lish v es c w h had 
also their ocdors hoisted, and these, with the two ot three 
American, were the only craft in porti 

Op the Ug^eet part of tibe island, where the fortress is 
jntaated, Ihe ''BritiBh flag" was hoisted, and waved in 
-shiggMi folds as it was moved by ^ lig^t breath of m^n- 
mg. From tfns the reader may infcr that ^OorBe'* he- 
longed to "« Great Kilisn." This Ettle island, (or rafter 
^mdc,) has, by turns, been* ii(i. posscjssiMi of the IPieufdi and 
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; mmngumAj % gwwrwnn k vmmiij loQ«tid 
JbPty vill faai a fc ai and gMiw it d fiw mj MieigHMj iP 
^IMi ilinr Mnrioet iMgr be r a q gipa d , ChNPie, thwi^ i» 
kimdi k iliniH. » ■cM roA, W inifuwihlfi m all iidpa, 

Ike barW^ .wlwf% gMd tfhnray » fraai^ aod ihappuis 
^mpMiiet M w wity fiN» ^varjr wiad>iaflmo4h 
bj the 0m«M of tfa» AOMtio* On 
Ihii Me^ iMie m % beMtifid^ aiii^ beach, agmeirtiat in 
Ikt Ivm ef % eieaMMt, the «starM» pewte ot which a«e 
tiiD Mifii ef voefai eataAdiBg from tke above, ani eDtkel/ 
awnhiing the aea, Aat m ron|^, hciateieqe weather, daihca 
Miia tmm agHoai theee aataval barrim^ vhile within the 
water m aaoath aad tma|«il as the peaeefel lake. 

Tbiii»l<a4 la yerj tmii m ccwparisen with ahnoet Bay 
ether that eenU be laentionecl, beiag but a tiifle more Ihaa 
three silee in drovnfopeiifie. The fort, which is situated 
e» the hii^hast raaunit, la fmSamHj elevated to orerlook 
and eowMBd ev«py fart where an emmj oould ai^Hroaoh. 
TketemuiavMM at the foot of the finrt, and extend* 
akng thai side of the island fiponiing the oontinentf and 
eisa^pwitly nost ef the houaeti, in a great di^gree, are 
sheltered from the winds of the oeeanbjthefiNrtandxoefcB 
kk its rear. The papulation of this iskod, at the time .we 
lOffted it, fvobuMj did mt exceed two thonaaad persons^ 
ja^tbrfing the gasrisoo* Tbeinhahltsnts weteeenaposedof 
Sh^^Umeny who had settled for n tine, fir the p«qpeee of 
tnfiei CSre(dee'whe ware permanent residents; and the 
ys t dn s ^ n9tii!aa ttom the con^bent, who general^ made 
tf abede, and inpplied the pacpW of the 
4 
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tum MLfj iMl onij wilk Mh wlMi mm «lmitei#%i tk» 

▼o|pBteUi8y ote.y fiME the sttn iMily idiMh iMM to' 
: «l « y«7 Aodtiwlt pri^ MM M^; nilled mpotf 

The maniBg wMar o«r Mrif«l, I ^mmk en ahirn witli ll» 
dtipteii. W# kttiAed vpoM tho bMMh wilhMit n^tluig Unr 
mIm of Mr Aees, ihe nMotti, tffi witn« bfi)k« #» g&tHltf' 
xkfom IIm spaiidii^ e a nds as we slept firem tile bows of Ito 
beat Neter dteU I forget My fbelhigi at thai iMMttt, 
irhen for iiie first time in my Hfe, I stood tipoii a fore^n 
Aore, at the Waikl of Goree on the coast of Afljea* 
Bfery ebjeet aroend me riveted mj attention, and eiieited 
nj emMsiljr* B^reiy llifaig I beheld was entirety new ts 
nw. A ^oneaderable nnmber of canoes, that had been 
hauled npen Ihe beach, at the close <^ the pievions day, 
were ran^^ ^ioag the diore a riiort distance from ^e 
wider, ready to pat off at the pteasnre d their respectfve 
owners. 

While I was looking at the canoes, my attenticm was fr 
verted by observing several native Africans, both men and 
beys, emefglligfircMn ttieir fants, (wfaidi were but a dhort ffis* 
taMs from the beach,) dowiy advancing towards the place 
where I stood% The men were perfectly naked, with the 
sin^ exception of a small pece of coarse, bine cottcm 
cloth aronnd their waists ; wUle the boys were in a state of 
ualiue» One or two of the men were ftm six feet in 
faeigjM^ but well proportioned and Uack as ebony, ^eir 
skm was smeoth and glossy, as if they had been jnst hn» 
ttSfsed in water, the canse of which, as we subeeqnenfly 
leant, li, tha* the natives along tUs coast are in the hiMl 
of nibfcing t hi iM e l ve s of«r with pahn-o3, hence the shfaiy 
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iffffitinne of titeir okni. Thi^jr ai^an eed iMi tltot aaijr 
Mil 49«edMft stopof BMn wli» ftre otnaoieat of en^syi^ 
tttfirlibcrtgr. Ftr^ re«d«r, Ike j irtre Mt dftf^ea, but i 
«»! 13i«grwwlMiittid«aoi»mMtheiririRor] 
dUetaled. ^niejhadiioemriiifllMiiMtors^toBooitf^ 
Mkedbo^Mk Thoy«ou)d^Mhdre tho lieftl<rfili» 1I00II- 
da^ son, or reefing u tke shade of ttwJrowttMliTehpoad* 
ap tea di ng {daataiB wbeMver tit^ desired, (ftr Ihe eoaitt* 
moA k but a abort diataaoe firom the kdand,) ^ if fiitigved^ 
rqme i^oft tliar msAB m the hiite conNmeted by tiiar 
ovnhaad^. 

When theee Afineans reached the eaaoes aboTe tattn 
tkned, dbe j tiwm h their sets and Mng taeUe irith 
whidi they ireire fioriashed ftr the day's exevMnn, and 
bmnrhiag Hmt fn^gie barks ispmk the flOK>o4h trailers of 
ttie bay, they bovaded ialo them as tiiey poriied from the 
Aatej and plying their paddles for a short dhtaMe, heiet e d 
their hoviely sail, (eadi oaaoe bemg famished with one 
manofi^etiired by the natires tfiemselTee from the fihrone 
bade of & tree, and using it onfy when the wind is free, 
as the bottom of their boots being flat are not oahndaled 
to beat to irindward,) which ezpanfing to Hub toeeae, 
soon wafted the little fleet some distance from ihe isbmd^ 
In a ahoft tfane ihe beadi was thr(»iged with sabk E<hio- 
piaiis busily emjfdoyed either in preparing for the fisUng 
eaevaicm of the day, or for the porpese of vistting the 
eontinoit to gaihar fruit and TOgetaUes to seD to the 
inhabitants of Gcree. This was as r^pdarly p eifotni ad 
during eor stay here, as ike day eame^ or tiie san rosa 
and aet. They were the joaiicet^men to snppi^ ihe ps f 
latien with ilie dmly necessaiios of life. I will lea^e the 
dadk natiff e Afriomi foa tiie pvaannti imd, aaipmiai the 
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mdor wiOi tbi IMdwilM of tU Crtgbt of 4te 
Am aoanw I lift 4be btaoh, I w«it uMi tfi* 
(wb* bftd bMA opgi^i irhik I irat obiartuig As 
nmwiii, ia oonTiffMtioii wkh om «f Ih* IhgHiii rtiiifiMiiip 
wilih wboDi b* bMftia» ti<niiihnt^ oa a fooMr vkiti) to 
the hffom of a Civok who ]u4» by trafto with tib» i 

of tho OOipt MmI SMftUvt of ¥6fli0lt* MSOMdotod 1 
iiUe pBoportgr. Wo wore mtvodnood inlo on 0117 vo«Rf 
with b«l W17 HMo fwBitQvo im it of aiQr VmA. Slwo 
WM DO OMpot, no qdradid minrcM, bo timo-piooe. Ihoro 
wose a few common ehain, aa ordinary looVing |Jiai» mA 
CM or two indifcront tiUoo^ beeidoi tfio cm flpvooA for 
tho mnnwm*» x^Mt* Two wiado^ijp oa oodi «ido of the 
room both in front and roar, loacbng fimn tho floor to tfao 
oeilu^ beiag open, the ligh^ breeaefromtiio 000011, «iii 
paaiod Hmm^ thorn ai «o oarij aa boar of the day, bateo 
It booamo boated by the acde«t raya of the ami, made i# 
feal as cool aad oomfortaUo aa oonU bo doairod. 

Wo bad boca aoated but a ihort time boftro tho giatla 
maa'a hdy made bar appaaraaoo, aoeompaaied by two 
othoKf who WMO relatiyoB. After a fimaal intradaotioa W 
tho ladtoa, tho latter aeatod themeelvoa «t the braahftgt 
taUo^ aad tho oaptaia aad agFaolf were also innted to ba- 
seated. After which the Cro(de geirttaaaa sai down 
bottdo as. Cofiee was poured oat to ua in oops of poroo- 
laia,aad hotoahaa aad boiled fish were fomisbed aaha 
plateaof thosamowitMial. Bat tho greatest nofrohif to 
mo was tho ^oeoe-ooes," a yegetaUo prodoctioa, aad a 
w^ die iahdbitmite. It was cf the coaaia* 
' of rieo boiled xaAhor di^^ ittd taatiag it wo firaad i4 
aol at all wapafataUo. Bat I aavar ahoald booomo rosoa* 
«bd to tfiw poMlmr WMMff of iidpiag ihemsehm to ik 
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iUtu And peihaps^ Idati redUr, ivkm I kKv» 
toyoatiie ngular Makm cf the Chredto l»ikM 
of Ooiv^wiftk regwdtodik ^ogoMWOO," ywi would iio4 
b» iMve iiiiiifiiil tkaii I vaft ajself. Tai^r rrr^rmittaiimt 
fltt^p^ iDftoodaoed lh«ir fingeie kila tlw dkh, tad tiUDg » 
Bttill q«Milii7 between the Smg&m mait thumb, ciified Hi 
ta their iM«A0>efidtlH»eairii nf thimi finnHiiind Ihnniinji 
m tlieir taods into the phtler and repeating the aotien till 
they were ftwlkted. O ! ewtom, bow fliBgider art thom^ in 
Agr ▼aried and peevdiar forme and eeremooiee anong tha 
d Mb r oB itnaiTOneof tibe earth! The arras of theee kM^ee 
were bare from the ^>ow {bwnwards, with the eieeptim 
of several pcmderons,, pure, vir^ gM, bracalete upon 
their wibUi ; eadi <Ae of Ihetn, probably, not weigfui^; 
leflBthan twaor tkvee oimees and twisted m the fonn<^ 
eord of the solid m^al. A profasic»(^ ringsof thesaae 
iiMJiiiial also adened tl^iir ftageie. Tb^j had <m a Ubd 
ef h>ose dress, partly ezpesiBg the lateky W weQ adapted 
tothoheatof tiiednate. Bi]t,0! what emrmons tar- 
bsMy laoro than a foot h]|^ in tiie Amip^ of a bee-hifo 
aaai eof^wsnd of lansin or eotton of variow oohNMS red, 
jeHow, and bhie predoannating, twisted or folded tege^her 
and ooOed npm the head sotMwhat in ^ manner ef a 
sUp^seablenpon the deck! 

These ladtes, however, were very p^iake^ pleasing in 
iibtit msmiMV, and agreeable in confe r sait io n, but moA 
addJetedtodiehaMtof langMngatahnostewy sont s ne e 
tfaay wItevML k nay hwire been for tite pnrpoae of di»» 
playingtibek- beantifal teeth; ahnsatallthe Creole ladwi 
wo mm npm the UsmI, gsnerafly having an exeeilent set, 
as irinte m ivorjr, wtidi they to<dc great pains «o preserve^ 
bAig fsHy oenviiiQvdl prestaaa that* noiang aAii mora 
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to Ihe ftppeiraioe. Bie ftmde «ex ^ aiiBost' emy 
nalioft on ike f^be, in flu)t, «oiiifaler a Sme, eren set <if 
teeih a0 a great omamettt And, eeitaonly the Aaierican 
hMKe8*-«-tlie ladies of our own eonntay, whom mature has 
pr o vi d e d with such, (if it nay he se eaOed) ^^ an en hei* 
Hshme&t to beaafy,'* take rery geod eare not to keep tkeir 
montlis closed whenever an opportunity elm ftr ^em i» 
diifA^r ^^teeth Ifte orient pearl 'iwixt ntby Hpi.^ 

After oor hreakfiist was over and the ladies bad retired^ 
a waHt was proposed, by the genHeaemily host, to ike cap* 
lain, who assented and I acoompanied them. On leaiFing 
Ike p s si denee of onr kind entertadner, we passed tfcr on^ 
two or three narrow streets, nnpared and wiikovt any 
sidewsDDi. On earii side of the streets (inr rather ktfiea) 
w^ore ho us e s of ^ En^Ui and Creoles bidt of wood, 
generafly two stories high, with a {Msrasa in seme of tkeai 
hoik in front and rear,and like ike dweffing we had IsA^ 
with wkdows on the seeond floor readung to 4he oeilbg 
and ceaaaiBiioating witk these shritered pk^es «f resort^ 
where the ood and invigorating breesse, as it blew ia frmn 
tiie ocean, miglkt be eqoyed in some of these piftaas tkat 
were so si lna tod as to nmaaisnd a view of the asa^ 
Almoat es ftti g tto a s to some ef these houses, mdst of w la e k 
kad a very pretty appearance, were Ae rude negro hate, 
sbgalariy contrasting with tiie airy, neat and eottage^like 
atyle of the -former. These rimple dwellmgs of tko aahk 
Afincan were sa neariy alike that scaroety any JKfc re aee 
eoaU be pecoeived, by the closest observer, exeepfoig tkat 
some were eiroular and otkers neariy square. Tkitj were 
HMMiaUy fran ei^^t to ten feet hi|^ in the oentre, the 
waBa or sides composed ef a kind ^ reddish clay mixed 
wMi sand and peU>les, end the roof timftehed with the 



dbyGoogk 



AH JJfUOAK KABmTim* 4t 

ks^BB of tiie cocoa or Hm pahn, iacIid]^ tuAoieatlj fitMtt 
flie lioriaoiiital m as to thrrr off Ao raki) whila an ofeniiig 
er aperlmre was Mb throagfa the top to earrj t/S tbe 
amoke* The etktranoa to ibeee humble doniciB irras by * 
hfw deor^waj of not more titan four feet hi^, eoneeqneiit* 
fyib porsen of ordiaary etatore woold be eUiged to etoo^ 
■I <n4er to obtaia adnuttance. 

Goriositj, so mtoral to jovth, kidneed me to Tint one 
ortwerof'tiieae African habitalioBS, and tiie gratifica&m 
leceiTed amplj coDB|)en0ated me for it. I entered one 
vfaeve Ifaefe was a man, a iroaian wHh a yovng idhnt at 
the bveaat) and two or Ifaree children from tfa^ee to pei«- 
hape five or six years of age. The Afiiean and Us dear 
eonaort had each a j»ece of coarse cloth, the mancdhctoe 
olT tiieir conntry, aroimd tiie wsst, foBmg nearly to the 
knees, whAe the cfaiidreB <^ bo& sexes, or ^ |RCcanhmiee,'^ 
were Mtarely naked. l%e man, as I entered, was smek* 
lag hh pipe seated npon a mat just within ttie Aior, the 
ki^est diameter of the horel bemg about twelre feet. 
Tk» iaor, or rattier the grooad, (fx there was no s«ch 
fUng as a fteik,) was neatly oorered over with mats of 
amive fabric, made from the leaves of the paha, and weie 
vary smoeifa and even. There was no ase en dia g imto 
aqoper leoms; fer tiiere were no second stories, no efaaaa- 
bers, BO bednrooms or dormitories; no parlois, siMiq^ 
leotts or kitdbfin. One room mbf^ spread with mate npam 
ikt gnnmd, eomprised them aft. I was weloomed wwj 
loadHy in broken Bn^iA by the simple African, and a 
seat was fTimMied4ne consistmg of a block of wood mUk 
a mat tiirown over it. A fire was bumkig in <me eoiMr 
of the dweDhig, dtreetly nader the apertut^ or ohintocy . 
tiiMi|^ th# foof of leaves, whenee the smeke escaped; 
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ittd in % kkid of earthen pot there was ft quantity of rice 
MHng. The faeftt to me was afanoat kisafferabley altfaou^ 
tile man, woman and diSdren, seemed not to be inoom- 
moded bj it ki tilke least, notwithstandfaig the mercury in 
iUuNtth^a thennometer oooM not have risen less thaa 
Ofto hnndred dagrees, it being upwards of ninety degrees 
in the shade without, in tlie coolest place to be found in 
Ike open air. I was startled several times from my seat 
by tliri^ linards, which were very numerous, and firequentiy 
lan across my lege as they sou^t tiieir holes or places of 
lotreail m the mud walls of the hut. I afterwards saw 
thoMftndf of ihem m every part of the idand, and leanir 
mg that tiiey were perfectly harmless, soon became recmn- 
cBed to their prarimity. I was much pleased at seeing 
iiie ehiUtrin partake of a hearty meal of the rice that I 
saw boiling ever the fire. A large half calabash was' 
pfeeed by the woman in the middle of flie hut, and the 
liaa taken fimn the steaming pot was emptied into tiie cal- 
abaih. It was boiled so dry that the moisture was neariy^ 
evafoniAsd, and the particles or grains of rice, separated 
from eac^ other. While the steam was rkmg from it, 
(adding in no smaB degree to the heat which was before 
this afaiost bsdfarable, causing the perspiration to fidi 
from my face in large drops,) the mother took a smalt 
gMurd and dipped it mto a large calabadi of pahn <^ 
wUeh «toed in pirt of the hovel, and poured it over the 
riee till it became sufficiently cool. Upon tins, the litde 
ebonies innaedlately squatted round the verael containing 
the nutrition feed, and ^set to,'' ^^sans ceremonie," by 
thmst i n g their hands into the midst at (mce, and grasping 
as mnih as they could, carried it to their itiouths, and 
tins^.^ o ai inued eating as flMrt as they could grasp a ha&d^ 
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fol, ft| Hie mtoB time alobbemg tbevMlreB evM iriik tbe 
pahn oil, tiU eTerj partiole of tlie rioe htd 
It was oertainlj a oorel and initereetaDg of^ to tee 
liide naked ohUdrea of Afidoa thne emfltif^ 

As I was about taking lesve of thsae kind and 
ble peofde, the man poured out some fresh pahn wina into 
a small calabash which he polite^ ofieied &»« B«n( 
extremely thirsty trom the proAiie penpiration I had beM 
sulgected to from the intense heat, no mgng wib nacasatiy 
to induce me to c|uaff ihe nectar so op|K«tmely p>sasntod> 
and the litde yeseel that contained ihe ag re a able and re** 
freshing draught was socm emptied of its cootente. Sa»» 
ing received a kind inv]tati0n from the African, haai a«d 
his dear consort to oaU upon them again hefive leatim 
tfie island, I bid them feurewett and departed frem tiiair 
humble dwellii^. How many timea sinee the dagr I m^ 
teredthat lowly hut of theae simple peepla en the 
of Africik^ hove I Aong^t that moie real happiofwi i 
to be enjoyed in tiiat little fSunily than among ma^y a •■»* 
ilar group in our own enliipitenad and nhnatinn eawna* 
nity. 

On returning to the hoose of the Creole when I had 
left the ci^tam transaoting some business, #eiie est tue 
gsntlemen had been added to the oompaay* Om en toabg 
the room, I was introduced as a relatire and eompanim of 
the cfl^tain, or rather as his son, which don hfl ass eausad 
them to notice me mK»re than tiiey otherwise wmdd have 
dime, consideiing my yovttu After leanng this houses I 
acoompanied the captain to the rwndence oi another Cre^^ 
ole gentleman, who lired in a very pleasant, airy s itn a ti sB» 
ak the exizeme limits of the town* la passing an angib of 
one of the etceets or lanes wesawalioni^fuU^ 
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% tM} gfitt, irkkh lit dkl not •— ote d in fiiw<aiilnft» aad 
qaM^ pMied 110 ISce ft hiwnhiw iogy 9mi entettd tbt 
j«i4 of the. very mwiwn te lAiA wei ifeve dweetiag ow 
iteps. We flobeeqMi^j aaoertibed dial k belongwl to 
tiM Iftdy of tbe htnrn^, who hftd purehAsed it a ahort tbae 
befim, hmm mie oi Hkm Batives, who ebtained k m Ae 
ncmHj of the river Gambia^ after deetBeying its paventy 
the liiMiaeai who fieaoel j pioteeAed the yowg whelp to the 
laat moDnni of her life. It was, to be s«re, sot wMh 
linger than a eoauMm rnrnd. terrier^og, yei^ notwittstaaA* 
i«g,'h]e elawB were {Hretfy kag, and hie teeth aoffideot^ 
Iggg^ to have deitveyed an aaiaal of wach greater ^Ibmeh 
Mna than hineelt However, this Cpeole ladj had ee 
perfeetly dmaeakieated hn, ae to play with this 00 wMh 
dnaded and fiinaidaUe nanna], as if it were a mere lajp* 
deg» and aUcfwed it to eai oniof her hand without appve* 
hnnding the. least daagur. He was sttflEoved to ran at 
laiige ii^herever he fdeased, and even a kennel or onall 
hwMW was placed in the yard for his dormitory. 

On first enteriBg tbe dwelling of the lady, ite owner 
of the lion, we saw only the lady herself and her little 
damgbter, abont ftve or six yean of age, who was idaying 
about the^ ream* Her ladyship innaediatelyreeognked the 
oaptain, with whom she had beeome aequainted on^fooner 
yimit <rf his to Ooree. We were bo<^ received with the 
gpeateet politenesB, and refreshments were placed befiMre 
ns, while an apology was oflS^red for her hosband's afaeoneOt 
He, however, in a Aort time oame hi and wdoomed ng in 
the moet cordial manner that could be desired. He waa 
WHy peKto and geatiemanly, both m his deportment and 
osttversatiflo, and his lady was not less so, wfaieh made emt 
Hmrn pass very pleasantly lAile in llieir canpany. . 0«r 
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n Uo ir» reMMinad U €^«»e^ tmi fMoA Urn to he in rrtty 
vwpe«i bDoeet ind npin^ m fab cMiags. A kM k?i» 
MMk bfii^ teodev^ w by dM g^nlkMBi to take dbMi*, 
Ite tonoMm being &r Mhranwd^ it mm Mcepted, uA irm 
faad the fddMQve <rf en^jing the cenptey i)f aefvild other 
kdie^eiMdgfltaAkfiBenberideeMr enbertttBer Md hie wifo# 
Knoer irae served, i^ ebo«t three o^dedi; and in nueh 
bettofstTle Hatrn wcndd heve been antieqMited «t a 8B«tt 
iAmi Ske Geree, <hi Ihe eoMt of Aflpioa. We kid 
Bw i A eet%^ firiea«eed eod biked fmks fiied egge^ fined 
phnAins, eweet potetoes, yine^ ete., bendee iriaee ef dtf» 
ftreail biiMb, and aQ the Tariem finite tibat eevld be 
ijhWifKiii^ wIMi tye eouBtiy fidrmshee, svefa ae oraangeet 
y m a pphp» banmae, gnavae, ete., of dettcfooe iaver, aad 
eo raflmfaing te tbe'pardied and tfairety Upe of ^ trave- 
ler, attd me hdlabitant of tins saltry e&»e» l%e peewMay 
appeearance ef ihe ladies who eai at the tiMe wMi these 
enonnoitt tHxbai», and ponderats biaeelets of p«i^ goU 
npen their anns and wrists, (Kke those I ha^e befM« de* 
seribed,> ootistandy meted my attention, lliere was ' 
nfs^fl^g ▼^^ nugalar hi tibe costnfte ef Ae geMemm^ 
ttey benig generally habited in a loose, wxA dreis, similar 
fte tfukt imn by the Snrqieani in the West In^ isfands- 
Baft these Oeole gentlenen of Ooree, earned no dirk, 
sword or pistol, fbr among these peaceable pec^ they 
were altegclher' anneeessary. 

After the dinner was o?er, the ladks retired firom Urn 
apartoent to enjey a ^* siesta," ^r the pleasures of socU 
iateroowee aaong themselTes. Afanoet immediately after 
A»y had departed, our host riamgfiN>m the taUe^kd Hm 
msfif ilm fmm^ whither we all Mtoned Un. Seats 
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were provided fbr all, in this oool tvtroit. It wto 00 d»- 
K^tfally rituftled as to eonmuoid a fine view of ^ Atiaa- 
tic and the continent. Segan were fartushed Ihoae wko 
deeired ttiem, and fliat, I believe, bonmsted of afanost evenj 
one present. However, even some of tlie genflemen, wide 
engaged in smoking and in conversation, actoallj fell back 
in their chairs Ikst asleep, the heat and the heartj r^Muil 
from which they had just arisen, rendering it ahnost impos-> 
ftMe to keep awake. In a sh<^ time a refreshing breeie 
settinginfrom the sea, as it fsuined their cheeks, soon roused 
them ftxMn iheir dombers, and die smokmg and conversa- 
tion was renewed in a more animated manner than befev 
they had fallen into the arms of Morpheus. 

As for myself, I was more attracted by tiie objeets 
around me, and in ihe distance, than by the converBatiaii 
of the company of gentlemen. And this k, natond to in* 
experienced youtii, when in a foreign country tliey briiold 
tiimgs, on every side, that attract their wondering gase, 
and which they never could have seen in their native lancL 
In directing my view sea-ward, two or three vessels could 
be perceived, with canvas fully expanded, oonung down 
gracefrdly and beautifully upon the wings of the wind 
towards the ishad. I never could behold, at any time, a 
fine vessel under all sail, ploughing through the waters of 
tlie deep, with perfect indifference. But I must cou&es 
that peculiar sensations aSfected me at this time, when, as 
I stall remained gazing upon the nearest vessel, as she wi» 
wafted along by the breese, the white foam sportively 
dashed from her bow in clearing her way through the yield- 
ing flood, and on approaching nearer, at length disjjayed 
the American flag. Home, with all its fcmd reooUectionB, 
tiien rushed to my mind with almost overwlwlming power. 
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and for the laoment, in ixnagiiiationy transports me to mj 
natiTe shores. 

After gating seaward till my eyes became weary, I di- 
rected my. Tiew to the land. There stood the continent of 
Afiriea, stretching away in the distance, as far as the vision 
could extend, till its verdant landscapes blended and min- 
^d with ihe horizon. The coimtry where a Mungp Park, 
and various others who have since followed him, have also 
perished in the search after a knowledge of the sources of 
tlioBe mighty rivers and unexplored regions which the foot 
of the white man, perhaps, may never be permitted to 
trefid; but where the native of this sultry clime roams un- 
confined through the umbrageous and tangled forests, and 
as he threads their mazy and intricate labyrinths, rouses 
the lion from his lair, who, disturbed in his retreat, glares 
with eyes of living fire upon his disturber, while he gnashes 
his teeth and lashes his sides with lus tail, making the 
woods echo with the thunder of his terrible voice. Here 
the African traverses the extensive and arid deserts of 
soQ^lung sands, exposed to a vertical and burning sun, 
with no other covering than his own dark skin with which 
the Ck>d (^ nature has furnished him. Here, also, have 
caravans been overtaken in the midst of the sterile waste, 
and thousands of human beings, with the numerous camels 
laden with the riches of the east, have miserably perished 
by the pestiferous and suffocating breath of the simoon or 
sirocco, and beneath the hiUs of driving sand, that rolling 
onward, overwhelmed them, as do the waves of ocean, 
ag^ted by the tempest, engulph the noble ship that strug- 
§(» in vain/ against their fury. Here, too, the mighty 
elephant, whose ponderous tread makes the ground trem- 
ble as he walks, and in whose power trees are prostrated 
6 
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as if they were saplings, roams in all his native wildness 
through the intricacies of the forest, or through the jun- 
gles or the plains, where he may graze upon such food as 
his nature required, without the labor or aid of man. The 
fierce tiger ; the sleek and beautifully spotted, yet ferocious 
leopard ; and various other beasts as savage as they, also 
prowl free and imrestrained in the dense thickets where 
the foot of man hath never trod, perhaps, since creation's 
dawn. 

But alas! that our own species, the white man— the 
civilized man — should visit these shores and act with more 
savage ferocity than the wild beasts themselves that inhabit 
them ! Is not the horrid traffic in human flesh, in fact, far 
worse than any thing that can be named ? Why should 
the poor negro, when reclining in the shade of his own nar- 
tive trees, from the heat of a noon-day sun, suspecting no 
danger near to frighten or alarm — why should he be en- 
trapped by the cruel slave-dealer ? Why should he be 
dragged from his mnbrageous retreat, his own dear home, 
manacled and deprived of his freedom, and ofken of the 
society of his wife and children, more dear to him than life 
itself, to be ti'ansported with hundreds of his companions 
in misery, in the suffocating hold of a slave ship, (diut out 
from the pure, unconstrained breezes of heaven, that were 
wont to fan his cheeks,) across a tempestuous sea, to other 
lands, which he never saw, there to labor and sweat be- 
neath the whip of, perhaps, a cruel task-master ? Is it be- 
cause ne has a skin of a darker shade than others, that he 
should be treated thus ? 0, poor, degraded African, I 
could weep for thee, and have wept when I have seen thy 
well-formed limbs restrained by the detestable irons placed 
upon them, by men who called themselves civilized ! 
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Thank God ! we saw no slavery at Groree. All the ne- 
groes we saw on the island appeared to be at perfect lib- 
erty to do as they pleased. And a more happy, content- 
ed and hannless people than these blacks were, I never 
saw in any place at which we stopped along the whole 
coast. 

The last rays of the setting sun were still lingering 
upon the verdant summits of the tallest trees of the con- 
tinent, as I withdrew my gaze from that direction. The 
American vessel that I had observed coming towards the 
udand, had, ere this time, arrived and anchored in the 
harbor. The other vessels which we had also perceived 
in the offing, were now sufficiently near for us to recog- 
nize the British flag and satisfy us to what nation they 
belonged. They were, however, yet too far distant to bo 
able to gain the port before night-fall, as the grateful 
and refreshing breeze that for several hours had expand- 
ed their sails, and wafted them onwards, was now re- 
duced to the lightest zephyr which the gently undulating 
sea shook from the partially expanded canvas, as the ves- 
sels rose and fell upon its heaving bosom ; and by the 
time the sun had sunk below the horizon, the light 
zephyrs themselves had ceased to sport with the lessen- 
ing waves, and left the surface of tho element as far asJ 
the sight could extend, as smooth as a sea of glass. 

Having remained, with the rest of the company, our 
companions at dinner, in the cool retreat of the piazza, 
tai the supper hour had arrived, we all had a polite invi- 
tation from our kind host, to again receive a seat at his 
Kospitable board. Each and every one of the party con- 
sented, without any apparent hesitation. And as we 
were about taking our seats at the table, we had two 
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more added to our number than we had at dmner. Hmm 
were, I think, an English residenty and the oaptaia of 
the American vessel just arrived, the latter being dovbly 
welcomed by onr captain for having brought news from 
our native home. The ladies wore the same dress •■ at 
dinner. The sapper was served np in excellent style, 
and black servants waited at the table, who were hired, I 
believe, for the occasion, there being no slaves npon the 
island. Our kind host and his lady did everything in 
th^r power to please their guests. Nothing was wanting 
to gratify the most fastidious taste, or the palate of the 
daintiest epicure. Tea and coffee were poured from ves* 
sds of fine porcelain, into cups of the same materia^ 
while massive forks of pure silver, and spoons oi the 
same, were supplied to each individual of the ooaqMUiy. 
In fact, wherever we saw a Creole on this coast, who had 
amassed a little wealth, we observed that he ahrays todc 
great pride in making a display of silver, either in forics, 
spoons, or plate still more valuable. We had served uf 
several viands, such as chickens, baked and fricasseed; 
pork, cooked in two or three different ways, but very rich 
and palatable, and several other dishes containing daisf* 
ties that I knew nothing about, diffused their grateM 
odor around the board. The favorite didi of ^^oooft- 
coos " was not omitted, to which, as usual, the ladies did 
ample justice. 

About nine o'clock, the supp^ being over, our pcdita 
host rose frt>m the table, and all present followed his 
movements. Some took their leave, and retired. Those 
who remained, sought the cool retreat of the piazsai to 
enjoy the beauties of the evening, the pleasures' of eon- 
versation, and the favorite pipe or cigar ; the Creoha^ 
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g&ttenlljy being very fond of smoking. Some of the 
lidies haying joined the gronp^ seemed to enjoj .the pipe 
as wdl as the gentlemeii, and puffed the smoke with 
•^pially as good a grace from their amber-mouthed ^^ meer- 
iehanms." The presence of the Creole ladies doubtless 
restrained the other sex from falling into ike arms of the 
deepy god, (as they had done after the dinner hour,) 
had they been erer so much inclined to do so. In. fact^ 
their conyersation was so animated, their mirth, sallies 
rf wit and bursts of laughter so frequent, that it would 
haye been almost impossible for any one to haye ey^ 
iomed for a single moment. Neyer was there a more 
lovefy eyening. The moon, nearly at the full, had been 
•bout two hours risen, and was wading through the blue 
aroh of heayen, without the smallest fleecy cloud to y^ 
her peerless beauty. The ocean still remained tranquil 
and smooth as a mirror, with not a ripple upon its sur- 
&ee to disturb its repose. But the whole liquid plain, as 
fur as the eye could ezt^id, illumined by the queen of 
iBgliiy appeared like one yast sea of molten silyer. I 
Fvesume a more agreeable eyening than was passed by 
this little ^^ ceteris " o( ladies and gentlem^ beneath 
tins piasssa at the island of Goree, could not haye been 
«yoyed in any country. 

When Ae hour arriyed to render it necessary for the 
company to separate, they seemed to linger as if loth to 
P^srt, ]^bably mvpfO&iRg they all should neyer meet 
again, as on this occasion, during their liyes. And I am 
^^1^ ilII of that little band neyer did assemble togeUier 
^gain, for when we left, and bid our gentlemanly host 
^farewdl," it was tiie last time while we remained upon 
^ island, that an opportunity was aflforded to accept of 
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his hospitality. Thus it is in aU couAtries and places 
upon the globe. A few or many may meet for on eve- 
ning's entertainment ; but alas ! death, or perhaps sick- 
ness, or distance, often renders it impossible for all of 
their number to 8e<^ and converse with each other again, 
on a like occasion. 

During'the few days we remained at Goree, I do not 
recollect having seen a single negro, of either sex, carry 
a burden of any weight or bulk, except upon their heads. 
For tills purpose, a kind of cushion was always placed 
upon the crown; and I have observed many of these 
people carrying a large half calabash, that contained a 
number of gallons of water, filled to the very brim, tbiu 
elevated without spilling a drop of the liquid, their mo- 
tions were so even and steady. 

Our traffic upon this little island did not amount ta 
any thing of very great importance, as the bumness was 
principally monopolized by the !E!nglish, who traded with 
the natives of the continent to advantage. However, we 
received from the few Creoles, with whom we transacted 
our afifurs, some gold, both in dust «nd bullion; a ,<)ufta- 
tity of silver, hides, beeswax, a little camwood and elK>iiy ; 
idso a few sorivellas of ivory ; for which we gave, in i^ 
tm-n, tobacco, pipes, muskets, powder, and trinkets <tf 
different kinds, and a small quantity of rum aad Ameri- 
can gin, in bottles. These are the principal articles of 
. trade along the coast. 

We were often amused, when standing on the beach 
that skirts the town, about the hour of sunset, to see the 
negroes paddling their canoes, eadeayoring to reach the 
shore before the others, who had tke same emulation with 
themselves. The prows of perhaps a doa^'ior fifteesi, 
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or tweatjj would sometipies strike the beach almost &im- 
akaAeooslj ; and their cargoes were soon discharged upon 
the sparkling sands. These generally consisted of fruits 
and vegetables from the continent, such aa oranges, cocoa 
nut, buianas and plantains, yams, rice, etc., besides pigs, 
goats, poultry, and fish of various kinds, aud of delicious 
flavor. The fish were caught in the immediate vix^nitj 
^ the island either by the hook or seine. The lines and 
nets of these people are manufactured by themselves 
from the fibrous bark of a tree peculiar to the country, 
and are very strong and neatly made. After their car* 
goes were landed, the canoes were hauled upon the beadi, 
out of the reach of the surf, for the night. The labors 
of the day being ended, at the setting of the sun, these 
Africans would assemble at the sound of a gong, (a piece 
of wood hollowed gut, and part of a hide drawn tight 
over it, to resemble a drum,) form in procession, and 
march in regular otder along the beach, apparently 
thankful for the blessings they received. After which, 
as the evening set in, they would retire to their reapeo- 
tive homes. We were informed that this was their daily 
custom, and was considered as a ^^ religious " rite. How 
ample, yet how appropriate a ceremony like this, among 
a people whom many, who call themselves christians, of 
OOP own race, look upon as beneath the brute, and seem 
to justify their actions, even when selling them into bond- 
age and perpetual slavery. That man, whoever he may 
be, could he, behold these simple, innocent and happy 
people, at such moments as I have described, must have 
a heart harder thau adamant, if he could place the de- 
tested gyves of slavery upon the free and pliant limbs of 
snchas these^r 



dbyGoogk 



66 tOYAU TO VBM WBSi! COAST OF AFltlOA* 

— ^-^ — - ., ■ ^ 

Before our deptrtarey we took % more mmvto aoi poc^ 
tieukr soirey of the idand tiian we hftd hidierto don»« 
SoBMof the hoqeea we saw , prineipally owned and o eem ae A 
hj Gredeey were neat, airy, and I had afanoet said) dfo- 
gant« They, at least, were generally so oonstmetad aa 
to render them tderably oool uid comfortable, considering 
the heat of the dimate. They were built of wood,- after 
the manner of building in the West India Idands^ aad 
many other {daces, having, as I have before observed, a 
piana in front, and some of them both in boo/b and rear,- 
wfaioh ipvee them a very pretty appearanee. Ib^at pia»« 
sas are a cool and agreeable retreat in the after part of the 
day, or about the hoorof sunset, being a ftehicniable reeori 
far the Gre(des, eq)edally the ladies, who, dressed m their 
best apparel, may b^ seen enjoying the jdieasures at a 
^^siei^" or sooial ooDversstion, with &eir ftmiliDa and 
friends. 

The inqxression that a group of these hrunettee Made 
upon my mind, will not be very soon ^radioated, Beader^ 
imagbe finr a moment a half doaen or more of these ladies 
assembled together, in loose, thm dresses, arms bai^ to A» 
elbows, and half that distance from the wrist adorned 
with pore, solid, twisted gdki rings, <»r InraoeletB, enormoua 
turbans upon thar heads, of various odors, in the f^^ tf •> 
a bee-hive, and nearly of the same elevation, and you wilt 
have some idea of what I saw ! The beautiful buildiAga- 
of the Creoles singularly C(mtrflBted with the dinunutaiw 
huts of the negroes, with their clay or mud walls, ai^ 
thatohed roofr. However, the latter seemed as haj^y and 
contented as the f(»iner, notwithstanding the disparity in 
the appearance of their habitations. Some cl. H^ lAukB 
we aaw employed in weafvingakindof ^thfroma^fbroos 
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baric, peodiar to tlie oou&trj. They were, sesled in tbe 
c^MB air irbSe engaged at their lomns, and al&ou^ tiieir 
p r o gr o w in weayii^ was slow, the olotti they ttaim£ftotvred 
leoloed Tery pi^ettyy being exceedingly strong and of yari- 
OH eolnn* These c<>lora,Tre were informed, they extract^ 
ed tiieinadTes firom yegetable snbetances. Many ot Ihe 
negroee we obeerred, had their ^^ lobs girded about " wxlh 
ikiB aaoie kind of &bric. 

We Tisited the fort, which is situated on the hij^beel 
snamit of the island. I should suppose, from its locatioo 
and neane to annoy an enemy, tiiat it might be suffieioitly 
alrong to protect the town from any force that would be 
likofy to assault the place. The garrison was smaU when 
we Tisited it, but could be, doubtless, increased at any emer- 
geney. A diort time before we left, a tremendous squall 
or icHrnado euddedy burst upon the island in thunder, 
li^tning, wind and rain. The reTorberated peals of thun- 
der were afanoet deafening ; Ae flashes of lightning so 
ymd and meeo s aa t as to enable one to read the finest 
jmnt, while the nun came down, not in drops, but in <»e 
continued sheet of water, like a flood. Fortunately, how* 
eyer, far the shipping in the harbor, the wind was not so 
pewerftd as is usual in these tornadoes, otlierwise they 
most all haye be^ driyen ashore upon the idand, the squall 
blowing direct from the continent. Not a sinj^ yessdi in 
port receiyed the least damage. No injury was done upon 
tike idand, excepting tiie' flag-staff upon the fort. This 
was shiyered by the U^tning to such a d^ree, ihat oa the 
fiittowing day, the proud banner o£ En^and was not seen 
to waye its maay folds oyer this one little fortress of her 
power, <m Afric's coast. 

The hosptafity we had rec^yed at Goree, made us re- 
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gret that the hour of departure was drawing near. Tlw 
unaffected poUtenees and urbanity of most of those witfa 
whom we came in contact, in the way of business or other- 
wise, almost led us to desire that our stay might be pro- 
. longed for months. However, all things must have an end, 
at one period or another, and part we miet, be it ever io 
much against our wUl or inclination. All our bumnees 
transactions being at length accomplished witii these hos- 
pitable, pleasant, and so fiir as we were concerned, hane9t 
people, some of whom attended us to the boat which w«s 
waiting on the beach, by the captain's orders, we bid them 
farewell ! went on board oiu* vessel just before the setting 
of the sun, and spreading all our canvas, alow and fJoft, to 
the beautifiil breeze, which was fair and just enough to fil 
our sails in rounded volumes, soon left the little island of 
Gorce to sink in the distance. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Our intention was now to proceed directly" to the De 
Los Isles, a group of islands situated between Goree and 
Sierra Leone, as we had been informed ttiat an EhgHsh 
gentleman, by the name of Lee, had domiciliated at one 
of them on account of the advantages of traffic which, fte 
location afforded, being directly in the way of vessels bound 
to the leeward coast ; offering, also, an excellent harbw, 
with good anchorage, and where «Kpping could be careened 
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to repair damagflfi, aiid obtain a jdentiful axxpflj of watar^ 
firoita, yegetablBB, etc. 

We w^re baealmed stead j twantj^our hours between 
Ae two placae, although at our departure &om Goree a fine 
bseeae filled our Bsila^ and continued till joeariij ten o'dook 
at sights to wafl ua onward. About the saddle of the 
Hoffeiioon of the following day^ when the suifice of the 
wmter was like a mirror, and &e beai intenBe^-something 
was observed floating upon the margin of the glaBSj-flood, ' 
HAarij half a mile distant from the vessel. Being too &r ' 
off to make out what it was by ike naked eye, or by the 
aaBtstanoe of a good glass, our boat was put in requisiticm^ 
to endeavor to ascertain what the object might be. ISiere 
waa a oonffiderable speculation upon the subject among 
thoae on board, one observing it was a bale of goods, an* * 
other that it was a cask of wine, rum or brandy, while the 
dqptain seemed to think it looked more like a large sear 
turtle, he having seen such things before along the coast* 
However, we were not long in doubt as to the tangible evi- 
dence of the thing, and the ocular demonstration of it : 
fimr the boat, with three of the crew, one to skull so as 
to make the least possible noise, and the other two to seize 
^ object, if it were a turtle as ike captain suggested, 
soon reached tiie floating object, and fortune favoring the 
aen, they instantly secured the prize, and in a very short 
time it was upon our decks, and, to the no little merriment 
of aH cm board our craft, it proved to be a large sea-turtief 
(fiist asleq) upon the mirrored sea, as the sailors said who 
aecured the prize, for they maintained '' he did n't open his 
eyes when they first seized him,") weighing nearly two 
kqpdred poxmds ! We had a soup made of a part of it, 
but whetlier it was cooked properly or not I don't know ; 
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ame seemed to reliflh it, mi the whele mes tliat waa kA 
cf this turtle, was thrown into its natm eksMit agMQ- 

The third day after leaving Gkwee, we amYedat the Da 
Xioe Islee^ and anchored near the shore, in a fine, aaewe 
harbor^ la the eourse ci ihe afternoon, I went in the boa4 
wkh the captain, and we landed npon a beaatifiil, aafnd^ 
haaoh, from which the reaid^M)e of Mr. Lee, (tiie gukik^ 
man abore menticHied,) was but a short diataaee. We 
piH>oeeded directlj to the house, which was ntoated on ihm 
aummit of a gendy riring hill, commanding a fall vmt ef 
Um harbor and islands ki the vicinity. During our ataj 
here of tea or twelre days, most <^ the time was pa<os< 
at the habitation of Mr. Lee ; and a more polite, agree* 
aUe, and well-bred gentleman, could not be firand in a^y ' 
country* The building was ccmstructed similar to tiioee aft 
Goree« From the piaasa in front, was an unobatraeteA 
-view of ihe ocean, the entrance to the harbcnr, the beadi 
and hndiAg; so that not a vessel could »iter the porfc 
without beong seen first, several miles in the oCng. In 
&ct, the bouse was situated so near the water, that ev^en • 
boat's ked, as it struck the diore, could be distinctly heard 
in the stillness of the night, grating upon the^aand. 

Li thQ rear of the maoskm, and extending «Mne distanee 
beyond, w^re orange, lemon and cocoa trees, in all Hmt 
luxuriance and beauty, in diflbrwt stages of growth, ihe 
q)ontaneous productions of this fruitful dimate. A few 
orange trees grew in such close promixity, that a person 
extending his arm bam the piana, could, at his pbasore, 
gErilier the delicious fiiiit, perfectly ripe, and jnst ready to 
drop from, the tree. Here and ihere could be seen Ifaa 
banana and ^ broad-flprea(£iig i^kntaln, wiA their rich 
fhut, also pendairt fipom the stMA in fall and ^yrmg^im^ 
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tore, ripe and inviting to tbe taste, wUk others with liM 
fruit in its inoipient stste, beaatifalty conlrMted wiili thait 
wliidi had already readied maturity. Gteato and kids were 
bawading from rock to rook, m tiie imnedfaite vieinity, or 
T96lbaMkg in the shade of ihe umlNrageooa trees to reetfiiott 
their goodbote. At a distance c<ni}d be heard the chatter- 
ing of monkeys, as they bounded ttom limb to Mmb, in the 
tiA^ed woods, knperyious to the rays of a burning sun, 
flporthig in all ttieir native wildnesB. And at intervals, 
ttumerous parrots and paroquets, witt all their varied and 
boaotiful {tomage, couM be observed in their ffi^t to di^ 
ferent parts of the idand. The first ostrich I ever saw, ' 
was at tin^ place. It was a female, and had been pur* 
chased by Mr. Lee of the natives, when it was quite grown 
iq>. TbiB gentleman had so perfectly domestici^^ it, ihat 
she woiM eat out of your hand without ihe least fear. It 
wm uncommonly large, as may be judged from an experi- 
ment by wfaidi it was asoertained that this ostrich could 
iMch ks head and eat out of an object twelve feet hi^. 
Jm order to gratify some gentlemen preset, Bfr. Lee held 
VoB hat over the piaasa, at tiie elevation menticmed, and this 
enormous African bird I saw take a banana or plantain 
fimn the in^le, with the greatest ease. Her eggs were 
flrequentty found buri^ in the sands of tiie beach, out of 
.tiie reach of tiie surf, in dijBferent parts of the island. 
Thty were of great dimenedons, and we often partook <^ 
flMm, at our meab at Mr. Lee's, fried in the same manner 
as other eggs, and tiiought them equally as palataUe. 

We were firequentiy amused by the singular pranks this 

oiferich would perform. In tiiis, tiieir native climate, they 

a{ipear en^iirely diftront from what we see tiiem when im- 

p o Had iato <3nr own country, and exhibited, as they fire- 

6 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 VOYAGB to TH£ WB^ COAST OP AFRICA. 

qudiitiy are, in menageries, etc. At Boch tumefl, they seem 
to have lost all their natural vigor, and tiieir motioBS ars 
ooDsiarained and meohanical. It is, I4)parentl7, even irk* 
some for them to raise their wingp, and when they waJk^ 
each step is taken with a kind of measured tread, aa tf 
afraid to put one foot before tiie other. Not thug, how** 
ever, do we see this stupendous bird under its own burn- 
ing sun of the tropics. It was often really laughable to 
observe this one belonging to Mr. Lee, suddenly start, aa 
if she were mad or something in full chase after her, run 
along the beach that skirts the island, with the velocity of 
the wind, her long neck stretched in nearly a boriaoDtal 
position, and wings ^ in constant motion, to assist her fli^ti 
though not sufficient to raise the body from the ground, and 
then instantly stop, as if nailed to the place. At anotl^r 
time she might be seen strutting along in front of the housoi 
with a gait as slow uid proud as the peacock, Uie hmgi 
loose feathers of her wings nearly reaching the grounds 
The shady covert was not ihe jdaoe ocmgenial to her taste. 
The bri^t and glaring sunshine, when Sol poured down 
his fiercest rays, was her delight. At sudi moments I 
have seen this ostridi walk slowly along in the bumix^ 
sun, regardless of the heat, and pick up any hard sub* 
stance that came in its way, such as small atones, pieces of 
iron, or anything of a similar nature, and swallow thea 
without any a^^arent effort. Sometimes it would give 
diase to a goat that bi^pened to be browsing nei^ , aa4 
then if an anchorite would not hold both his sides with, 
laught^ at the scene which followed, I am very much mis- 
taken. In fact, the goats and kids belonging to Mr. Lee, 
kept out of the way of madam ostrich as much as possible, 
&r her hard bill and powerful feet, they had found by ex- 
perience, were not very gentle play-feUows* 
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It is mentioned in the Bible ihat this wonderful bird ig 
80 swtft of foot timi the fleetest horse could not overtake 
her. For it says nearly in these words : " When she Bft- 
•tfa her wings in the desert, she scometii Hie hone and his 
zider, yea, she o^itskippeth the wind, ^e layeth her eggs 
in ihe sand, and her young are brou^t forth," etc. What 
we saw of Hm singular production of nature, seemed to 
rertfy, in every particular, the words of the sacred writings 
in rdation to it. 

A few days after our arrival at the island, an American 
brig &om Boston came into the ha]:i)or, and anchored not 
very fiw from where we lay. This and an English ves- 
sel, from liverpool, were the only shipping in port during 
oar stay at Uns jlk/oe. Consequently what little trade 
there was, we had the advantage of it, having arrived be* 
fore ei^er of tiiem, the English craft happening to come 
in only a few hours before we sailed. Our captain was 
weB aoquunted witii ihe commander of the American brig^ 
and they daily met at the house of Mr. Lee, whidi made 
tiie time pass very agreeably in each otiier's compimy, as 
both captains chanced to be natives of the same place^ 
niled fircm the same port, and accidentally met thus so &r 
from home, in a fereign dime. Still, notwithstanding Hm 
many pleasant hours ii^iiled away together, the eagerness 
evinced by the eaptcun (^ the brig to gain an advanta^ in 
a bufflness transaction over our captain, hastened our de* 
partaire fr(»n De Los Isles rather sooner than was intend* 
ed. Although our traffic with Mr. Lee did not amount to 
much, tile litde we did was profitable. We obtained some 
iv(»y, hides, bees**wax, ebony, palm oil, and a small quan- 
tjr of grfd dust. For provirions, we took cm board a few 
goats and fowfa, and got a supply of fruits and vegs*able», 
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besides filHng our casks with ezeeDent wttler, irluch in % 
climate Uke Africa, is at times a luxury more to be prised 
than the gold of its rirere or of its momitains. 

I have stated above that the captam of tiie brig endeav- 
ored to obtain an advantage over ns in ta*ade. It was thos: 
our captain stated to Mr. Lee, one daj, in ti» covrse of 
conversation, that he intended to leave the port at svdi % 
time, if he could get everj thing arranged. ^^ WeU,'' said 
this gentleman, ^^ you wiH just be in time at Sierra Leone, 
where you intend stopping, to obtain a fine lot of camwood 
that I have been ioformed such a person has for sale at 
that place, and I thmk you could not do better than par* 
chase the whole of it, which, I presume, you can have no 
difficulty in doing, as my informant stated there was no ves- 
sel at Kerra Leone when he left." Hie captain of the brig 
happening also to hear of tins opportunity, as well as our- 
selves, thou^t by keeinng the informatbn to himself, and 
appearing indifferent about it, that he mi^t posnbly get 
the start of us, and arrive at Sierra Leone first. 

'With this purpose in view, the ni^t preceding the day 
he knew we intended to sail, he kept on board his vessel, 
knowing at the same time that our captain was on Axxte 
at the house of Mr. Lee. About midnight, when every 
thing in the harbor and on the land was hushed mto 
silence, the brig's anchor was weired, sub hoisted and 
sheeted home, and she had considerable head-way on her 
with a li^t breeze from the shore, before our watch on 
deck perceived the vessel actuaUy sailing out of tiie port, 
the crew had been so quiet in their movements while get>- 
ting under way. Fortunately, however, for us, our mate, 
who was on board our craft at the time this manoeuvre 
took place, happened to come oa deck at tiie ri^ mo- 
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vmA^ He knew all about the camwood, and seeing the 
hng xadet full sail at sach an hour of the night, when it 
was supposed she could not leave the De Los Isles for sev- 
eral dajs, led him to suspect the object the captain had in 
view. As soon as this conviction flashed upon his mind, 
hd was determined to frustrate the plans of tiie unsuspect- 
mg eoeunander of the brig, if it was our ciqytain's wish, 
of which he was pretty weQ assured. So, acting upcm 
tfaiSf the boot was instantly despatched for the shore, to 
inform the detain of what was transpiring in the harbor. 
Being surprised at the informati<m he received, he imme- 
diately hastened on board and had our craft under way 
b^re ihe brig had got more than four or five miles the 
start of us. 

A& our sails were hoisted and partially filled by the 
gsntie breesKO blowing directly from these lovely islands, 
the per&me wafted upon their gelid wings in the stillness 
of the night, seemed as if each zephyr was pregnant with 
^^Sabean odors; from the spicy diores of Araby the 
UeaL'' But, fiurewell! lovely isles! Farewell! Mr. Lee, 
witii whom so many happy hours have been passed at thy 
hoqatable mansion. The chase! The chase! is now the 
absorbing object of our thoughts. We knew not but the 
brig had the advantage of us in her sailing qualities, for 
some hours after our departure. If she out-sailed us, the 
olgeot for which we followed her would certainly prove 
frmtlefs on our part. For the first hoiur or two we were 
in tome suspense as it appeared that the distance was in- 
creased so much that we could scarcely see the brig. At 
first we aq>pos6d it might be owing to our having the 
wiad lighter being so much nearer the islands, while the 
Iftttmp hemg some miles farther off had a stifbr breeze, and 
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therefore, gained upon ns as above stated. However, fi)r 
a little while this was only conjecture, althou^ every c»e 
on board was more or less excited, as no sailor can bear 
the idea of another vessel out-sailing their own, espedaUy 
under such circumstances as gave rise to this singular 
chase. 

As we receded farther from the shore, we began to feel 
the influence of the breeze in a greater degree, and under 
all the canvas that could be spread upon our craft she 
began to "walk" pretty fast. But, just as dayli^ was 
dawning in the eastern horizon, the fine breeze which was 
wafting us along so finely a short time before, suddenly 
grew fidnter, and at length died entirely away leaving our 
sails lazily flapping to the mast in a perfect calm. At this 
time, the brig could be distinctly seen, although at the 
distance of at least six miles, with every stitch of canvas 
that could be stretched <m her bellying to the wind and 
going off free at the rate of five knots, while we were 
lying sluggishly upon the water lik€( a hulk without even 
a breath of air sufl&cient to jnove a dog vane. It was cer- 
taioly rather aggravating, to see the brig scudding off at 
such a rate, when we could not start an inch. However, 
we all knew this state of things must soon terminate, for 
otkd must experience the cakn as well as ourselves. This 
was not long in taking place, for while our captain was 
looking at the brig tiirough his glass, the wind all at (Mice 
deserted her and she was in the same predicament as we 
were, as regarded the calm. Not so, to our regi*et, wa^ 
it concerning our relative situations. Our commander 
was extremely anxious to reach Sierra Leone first, and in 
this respect every one of the crew seemed to have the 
same anxiety. The quaint remarics elicited from the jolly 
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aMMS of Neptone at diflferent tunes during the chase, 
would, doubtless, cause auj person to smile who had never 
heard the peculiar language and expresskms of seamen. 
" Shiyer my timbers!" says one, "Fd sooner give up my 
allowance of grog for a week than have that lubberiy brig 
with her 'long togs on' beat us." Another, giving a 
lutch to his ia^wsers, and at the same time ejecting a pret- 
tjr liberal stream of the ^^ liquid dye" from hk mouth, 
remaaka to one of his brother tars, " What ! You don't 
think that hulk is a going to beat us, do you ?" '^ Why, 
]£ I thought such a thing as that," (pointing to the Img,) 
^^ could give such a fine litfle craft as ours a ' tow-line,' 
blast my eyes! if I wouldn't jump overboard and be food 
fiir sharks." 

Wliilst the calm continued, it was evident that neither 
Hub brig nor ourselves could make any {»rogres8 towards 
our intended port. Our apprehensions were that the 
finrmer being farther seaward, would not only receive the 
first breath of the ocean breeze, but would also ccmtinue 
to keep it for some time before it reached us, thereby giv- 
ing her a stiU greater advantage by increasing the distance 
between the respective vessels. As the sea-breeae some- 
times sets in as eariy as nine or ten o'clock, a. m., thou^ 
frequently at a much later hour along the west coast, 
every one on board was on the look-out for the first indi- 
cations of a breath of air from any direction ; all seemed 
so much absorbed in the same object. About eight 
o'clock, A. M., we felt a very light wind from the land 
nearly from the same point v^ence it had blowed. during 
the night. It was so fisunt, however, as scarcely to fan us 
afeng more than at the rate of about two knots per hour. 
Still, if we coukl be favored with a breease, no matter how 
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Uf^t, we gained some adyantage every monieiit wUie ik 
lasted as we lessened the distanee betwe^i the Mg aad 
«s, she bang too fiir £rom the shore to feel its effeeto. 

As we continued to glide akmg under sndi enooora^ng 
dreumstances, the cqpaee between tiie two vessels was de* 
oreased neariy («ie hatf before the wind died entirely 
sway. We were now not more than three or four miles 
firom eadi other when it was again perfectly cairn, and the 
brig had not received a breath of the breeie which had so 
moch benefitted ns. The distuu^e from the De Los Isletf 
to Sierra Leone bdng not &r fix)m sixty miles, a very few 
hours with a fair wind, even if light, would carry us there. 
But, it was eztrandy perjAexing to be kept in sospeom 
by these frequent cahns. All at once, while the surfiMe 
of the water presented a perfect mirror as far as the eye 
oodd extend from the deck, one of the hands who chanced 
to be aloft, suddenly cried out, ^< a breeie! a breeael" 
And no sound of the sweetest muoc &IUng upon, the ear 
could have created a more pleasing sensation throuj^iovl 
our vessd than these animatmg exdamationB. On lookittg 
sei^ward in the directi<m designated by the sailor, a dark 
line was observed fu: in th^ offing, upon the water, flss 
sore indications of a wind from that quarter. Now, aS 
was bustle <m board our craft, seeing that every thing was 
arranged in a suitable manner that not a brei^ of the 
expected and welc<»ne vinter should be lost upon us, if it 
possible to make every rag of canvas draw that was 
spread to receive it. Our captain was well aware that a 
^'stem chase" often proved a long one under such cireum* 
staiM^es as these in which we were placed. He also knew 
the brig would feel the ocean breeze first, on account <£ 
her being several miles flvtiier fitxn the shore tfcan o«r^ 
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mifeB. However, we were sot kepi k>i^ in fOBpeaie 
ifOQ l^at point. For in a diort time we saw tfie brig's 
Baib filled alow and aloft and she wae walkmg off firom ns 
aft Hie nfte of five or m knots wbile we lay as still as tf at 
tndkor. All on board our craft were so impatieat to have 
Ihe breeze reach ns that tiiej oovid scarcelj attend to 
timr doty. And in fitu^ it did seem as if it never would 
overtake ns, it lingered so long at sea, as if it bad aa aver- 
son for die shore. There was the Inrig scudding along 
fndy wnder all sail with a beautiful breese, while we were 
not fanned bj tiie wing of the li^test zephyr. But any 
one who has observed the action of the winds in Boston 
bay, during the summer months, either from Nidiant or 
any other elevated ntnation, may frequently see a vessel 
several miles out coming along briskly with the wind firom 
ihe east, wlnle another, near tiie sbcNie, will remain be* 
calmed some times for one or two hours befinre she feels it 
m the least. Thus it was with us at this time, for wh3e 
we did not move perceptibly throu^ the water, the brig 
WM increasing the distance between us very rapidly. 

One or two oi our crew began to be discouraged at cnst 
bad luck thus &r, and could not refrain fran BUiking sons 
of their odd remarks, which none but a saibr can utter, 
such as, ''Bill! tiiat feOow is either the 'ilying Dutch* 
nan,' or the devil!" meaning the Inrig. ^'OkL Kepkune 
has sold hkn the wind and gives him a shove along witli 
Ub trident!" ''Blast that craft! I'd like to douse her 
'top hamper' before she gets out of si^t." ^' Jack! 
yoa'd |>etter ^ve your week's allowance of grog, for I'm 
bethered if we shan't be beat by that lubberiy hulk!" 
"Bob! It's tune you jumped overboard to give the sharks 
ameaiyif tfa#y canm^ one out of sneh a poor, lean car* 
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case." This person to whom he referred being rather 
thin in flesh at ike time. These, and similar expressifms, 
it is well known, are often used by sailors of every naticni. 
The dry, quaint and peculiar manner in which they are 
often "Ix^ted out," as it were, by the true son of Nep- 
tune ; the grimaces and strange gestures that frequentiiy 
accompany them, cannot but cause a smile on the counte* 
nance of the most sedate listener, and in some measure 
serves to destroy the often tedious monotony found on 
ship-board. 

At length, when our patience was about exhausted, at 
the brig's having so far the start 'of us, the breeze filled 
our sails and our craft began in good earnest to throw the 
•pray firom her bows. Every yard of canvas was closely 
wtMx;hed by the crew to see that none was useless. In 
fact nothing was omitted on our part to endeavor to over- 
take the brig if there was the least possibility of accom- 
I^hing it by any exertions in our power. As the 
welcome breeze freshened, onward we glided with acceler- 
ated speed, and we were not long in discovering that the 
"lubberly hulk," as one of our seamen termed the brig, 
was no swifter on. the wing than our own craft. After we 
had contanued on our course for an hour or thereabouts, it 
was evident enough to all on board that we were gaining 
rapidly, and in a little more than two " glasses," or hours, 
we overhauled the brig. When abreast and passing her 
it was with difficulty that the crew could be restrained 
from giving three cheers, they were so gratified at our 
success in out-sailing her. Our captain hailed the C(Mn- 
mander by name as we glided by, but he did not make his 
appearance on deck, probably being exceedingly mortified 
at the stefdthy manner he had got under way from th^ 
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iaiimds, and the prospect of his lo»ng the valnable object 
that urged him to these secret or rather clandestine move- 
ments. Seeing the chief mate near the companion-way, 
our captain wished him a pleasant passage, and these were 
the only words that passed between the officers or crew of 
either vessel. Although one of our men muttered out, 
not loud enough however to be heard on board the brig, 
"Blast his old mug! he knew better than to show his ugly 
fece on deck, after playing us such a cursed scurvy trick !" 
The wind fortunately fevering us, we had the satisfac- 
tion of arriving at Sierra Leone full two hours in advance 
of tiie brig, giving our captain ample time to see the own- 
er of the csunwood, and secure the purchase before slie 
anchored in the river. The wood proved to be as fine a 
lot as ever was purchased. There was about forty tons 
gross weight, and it was considered as a valuable acqufei- 
sition to our cargo. Subsequently, the captain of the 
brig offered a large advance for a part of it, but our 
captain would not dispose of a single stick. While in 
port the two captains often met together on shore in a 
firiendly manner, and occasionally, our Commander remind* 
ed the captain of the brig, of the "tricks of trade," and 
of his getting under way so quietly at night when he 
thought no one observed or understood the object he had 
in view. For some time after the event, our crew enjoy- 
ed the sport of relating the above incidents of "tiie 
chase " and the cause, to many a brother tar whom they 
chanced to fall in with while trading down the coast. The 
few days we remained at Sierra Leone, there were several 
En^sh vessels arrived in port, besides one or two Ameri- 
can. It being generally considered a very sickly jdace, 
to the whites, very few Eiuropean or Ameriean captains 
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desire to stay any longer than is really necessary for ihe 
transaction of their business. 

" This colony was planted by the British in 1791 for the 
purpose of cultivating the productions suited to the cli- 
mate, and inning a trade with ihe interior. The first 
settlers were about five hundred in number, principally 
blacks, who were increased in 1792 by twelve hundred 
firee negroes from Nova Scotia. They suffered severely 
{rom sictmess, and in 1794 the settlement was destroyed 
by the French, but was afterwards reestablished, and ia 
1809 contained fifteen hundred persons, since which it haa 
been very flourishing, and is now the most important Eng- 
lish colony in AMca, except tliat at the Cape of Good 
Hope. The population m 1820 was more than twelve 
hundred and consisted principally of Africans rescued 
firom the holds of slave-sUps, and who, when introduced 
into the colony, were at Uie lowest point of mental and 
moral depression. They now exhibit a very gratifying 
proof of the susceptibility of the African character for 
improvement and civilization. From savages and gross 
idolaters, many of them have been converted into enteiv 
prizing traders, skilful mechanics, and industrious farmers, 
supporting themselves and tlieir families in comfort, and 
performing respectably all the duties of citizens. They 
present the singular spectacle of a community of black 
men living in freedom, enjoying the benefits of the British 
constitution, regularly attending public worship, and grad- 
ually improving, by means of schools and other institutions, 
in Imowledge and civilization." The above extract from 
an article in relation to Sierra Le<me published noi far 
from the time we visited it, I should suppose from our 
own observations concerning the place, must have been 
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prettj correct. We had ocnlar demonsirations sufficient 
to convince us that the condition of the blacks *^ rescued 
from the holds of stave-ships/' was indeed ameliorated. 

One day while we were at Sierra Leone, an English 
Grdser brou^t in a beautiful AmericaiHbuilt brig, the 
ofieers and orew moetij Spaniards, which she had captur- 
ed with three hundred and fifty slaves on board! If I 
ever had a sensaticm of horror, it was when I stepped 
upon tiie deck of this vessel and saw the wretched condi- 
tion of these unoflknding- Afiricans. Three hundred and 
fifty human beings, (not beasts,) incarcerated in the hold 
of a brig of two hundred tons! 

^ Shxit'fh>m the common air, 

And common use of their own Hmbs." 

It is too horrid to think of — to witness it was to me almost 
heart-rending. When we first went on board, the stench 
that proceeded firom every part of the vessel was almost 
insufferable. The first objects that meet our si^t, were 
several squalid, emaciated beings, some of them females, 
who were tottering along the deck for the benefit of exer- 
dse, that they might recover their strength, after having 
been confined in the ship's hold for a number of weeks, 
without once inhaling the pure breath of heaven ! ! ye 
traffickers inhuman flesh! How can you behold such 
Bights as these without renouncing the iniquitous business! 
Have ye no affections ! Could you behold your wives and 
Httle ones dragged from your arms and carried into cap- 
tivity, to sweat and groan under the scourge of a cruel 
task-master? Yet this you do to the poor Afiican. Does 
he not love his wife and children ? Does he not like to 
gaze upon his native woods, and recline beneath their um- 
brageous canopy? Is not the orange, the banana and 
7 
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plantain as deUoiona to him aa to j<m t A^a not ikoae 
Btreama m which 

''Tlie ftill formed maidt 
Of AiUe kTe iktir Jetty liabg," 

as refirediing to them as are joor streams that cod jour 
fevered brow? Blush! bfaidi then for shame, ye inhtmnn 
monsters who traffic in hmnan flesh ! 

There are sohoob estabMied at Sierra Leone for iiiie 
Vacation of the children bom of these blacks reooyered 
from slavery. We visited one anperintended by an Eng- 
lish genfleman by the name of Tomer. There was 
something rather novel and peculiar in Ute method of 
instraction, which I have never seen in any other place. 
The scholars, who were all young, ^ere arranged m front 
of forms or shallow boxes filled with a light colored sand. 
The letter A being given out by the master, the pupils 
immediately c<Hmnenced forming it with the fote finger on 
the smooth surface of the SMid. And so with all the other 
letters of the alphabet. It was a pleasing si^ to see 
these little black children, with cheerful, snnling comrte- 
nances, thus happily employed. We also saw some pretty 
good specimens of penmanship, executed by boys of an 
older growth. A few had acquired^e Iki^idi language 
sufficiently to read ^^easy lessons'' with tolerable distinct- 
ness and accuracy; and in arithmetic, add and substract 
in a much better manner than many would believe, unless 
they actually witnessed it themselves. 

The a{q[>earance of the town is not very imposii:^. Its 
location, too, renders it extremely unhealthy to Europeans. 
The government-house, court-house, and a few others oc- 
cupied by En^hmen, (who come out here to accumulate 
'Vjrealth ^ traffic, with the intention of returning home 
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again to Eo^^dy bat jJm! how few ever re-visit iLeir 
natiye sbores,) were the i»nncipQl houses worthy of being 
mentioned. The rest were the that^ed huts of the 
negroes. There was a market, held here in the morning, 
at which w^re exposed for sale fish, fowls, jng9, fruits and 
vegetables, in abondanoe. English money is the currency 
of the colony. Every thing in ihe market ai^)eared to be 
eketiij^ eamm^. A fowl eould be bought for about three 
fSMe, 9k large bunch of bananas for a penny, and all other 
thhigs in the same proportion. I saw no white person, 
while we remained at Sierra Iieone, acting in the capacity 
^ macket men or women. We always purchased, what 
we wanted on board, of blacks only, who generally kept 
at their stalls o^ booths for the disposal of their produce 
till about ten o'ck)ck in Uie forenoon. 

Their manner and custom of washing clothes here, was 
to me a novelty. Every pleasant day could be seen a 
c^msideraUe wmhet of the cobred waeherwomen standing, 
half leg deep in the waters of a rivulet which came pure 
and transparent from the moui^Ains, and meandered 
tfaMm^ a part of the town, tiU it was lost in the turbid 
stream of the river. Each of them, furnished with a cal- 
abash fiiH of clothes, (generally belonging to the white 
population,) placed near them so as to be within reach, 
they would take a garment whatever it might be, fine 
linen shirts or any thiug of wearing apparel, no matter 
bow delicate in fabric, immerse it in the water, and when 
aaturated place it on a smooth BUme or rock, and com- 
menee beating it with a billet of wood used for this 
purpose, after which it was agam plunged ia the watex: till 
the gttment was perfectly dean. Although by this pro- 
cess the artioks were made niee and white, washing and 
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bealiiig them in thk way a few tunes aokuflj injitted 
them more than by wearing them for months. 

Our bnsmefls at tins place was of trifling inqMnrtaaee, 
(save tiie purchase of the camwood,) afrit is ocmfined t^ 
the l&iglish residents, who g^ierally monopoliie the htenr 
tive trade. Just before sailing from here; one fine aftei^ 
noon, we had the boat manned, and {nreoeeded down the 
river to a retired place, where we landed on a beaxrtifiri 
sandy beach. The first object that atts^cied our lAtenimi, 
when we stept on diore, was the carcase of an emoanom 
shark that lay bleaching in the son. Perhaps nuaiy 4 
human form had been manned and devoured by ttiis enee 
dreaded monsterr As we ascended the beach, diree fly in 
front was a thick forest, throng the tangled riinibb«ry of 
which the foot of the white man had never, probably, 
forced its way. There stood, in all their grandeur and 
majesty, stupendous and lofty trees, which, perhaps, finr 
centuries had endured the heat of a nearly vertio^ sun, 
and braved the fury of the dreadful tornado. On our 
ri^t was a beautiful cataract of clear transparent water, 
tumbling from a precipice, and fonning a graceful curve, 
sought the golden sands of the beach, throu^ which tiie 
living stream slowly meandered, till it was finally lost in 
the waters of the river and ocean. We stood beneaft this 
cataract for some nunutes and suflfored its pellucid and 
cooling waters to &11 upon our heads and ^de over us tS 
we were indeed refreshed. Then nearly filling our boat 
with limes, which we found on the bcmiers of the forest in 
abundance, w^ went on board our vessel, mudi gratified 
with our excursion. 

Before taking leave of Sierra Leone, I will rekAe an 
ereoi that took {dace on board an fin|^ hernaphxo^ttte 
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\a6g that ky near us. An acquaintance had been formed 
iridic here, between our captain and the commander of the 
biig; abo^ with the (^ief officer, or first mate. The latter 
q^Wftrodto be an uncommonly fine man. I wish it was 
m my power to say as mndi of the former. Frequent in- 
▼iAatbna were giren, by the English captain, to our com- 
mmkier^ to take bfeakfast or dine on board the brig, which 
were genially accepted, and as often reciprocated. I 
was ahnost always included in these invitations, and, 
tterefiNre, had a fioie oiq>ortunity of observing ttie different 
AqpoaitiODS of the two men; I mean the master and chief 
ofioer of tiie brig. The fbnner was one of those kind of 
persona tfiat take umbrage at any particular attention 
shown to another in his presence. He was of such a 
peculiar temperament, that appcu'enily without the least 
ptovoeafcicn, he would fly into so violent a passion that you 
m^ aa well att«n{^ to curb the billows of the ocean, 
when agitated by a tempest, as to pacify him. He would 
some times take a ^ass too much, and then the hungry 
tiger was not more savage and fierce than this man. 
When in these moods he was entirely unfit to transact any 
kind of boamess, therefore the mate would attend to the 
pvindpal traffic, being next in command. The mate was 
tf a gentle, even, conciliating disposition, pleasant and 
agreeable in his manners and conversation, attentive to 
busiiiesB, in fisu^, in every thing quite the reverse of his 
superior officer. When the captain was himself the mate 
would ficequently take it upon him to remonstrate with the 
ixrmer, as to his conduct, and the effect it must necessari* 
ly have upon the voyage to the detriment of the owners. 
Bat lor these acts of kindness he only received abuse. 
We wera one daj^ witnesses to his violent temper, while 
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on board transacting some bttriness. Owr e^>tyB mm 
porchasing some trinkets, such as necUaoes, pewter m^ 
dallions iritii the head of the Duke of Wellington stamped 
on them, and several other articles we had not onrsdres, 
bnt which are ahnost indispensable in trafficking wMi i 
tribes of the natives along the coast. The second 
was in the hold arranging a part of the cargo, and putlaig 
things m order for fiitare trade. The oaplain oaUed to 
him, but received no answer; and without repeating the 
call immediately jumped down the manirhatohwaf , witli 
oaths and imprecations I shall not mention, and oommeno- 
ed beating and kicking him till he was covered witb Mood 
and bruises, the mate not daring to resent it. After tUa 
I always looked upon this man with the greatest averaioii, 
and would shun him as I would a rattlesnake. I never 
saw him after we left Bierra Leone. Why I Irnve beea 
so particular in describing the character of tiiis man is 
that the reader may be prepared for a tragedy enacted by 
this inhuman monster, of which we were informed eome 
time after it occurred, while trading seme degrees to 
leeward of Sierra Leone. Had there been no jealousy 
eidsting between the captain and his first officer*— -had 
they been upon an amicable footing, we should have had 
no reason to believe that the deed seemed in some measure 
almost premeditated. The captain was appi^hensive Hiat 
the mate would inform the owners of his conduct, or raitfc- 
er it appeared so to us, if we mi^t judge from what we 
had seen ourselves; or a demon had possessed him and 
urged him on to commit a deed, the very thoug^it of whidi 
is enough to make the blood curdle in the veins, and ^the 
^air to stand on end like quills upon the fretful porcupine." 
The fisMSts related to us were substantially tbese: One 
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tftemoGQ an altercation took place between two of the 
erew wlio were on deck, and luurd words were exchanged, 
tKk bo4h aideB) without actoallj coming to blows. - The 
iBftte, who waa in the hold at the time, on hearing the dis- 
pale immediatdj hastened on deck to quell the disturb- 
aaee. At this critical moment the captab issued &om the 
oabin with a drawn cutiass and rushiiig towards the group 
mOx a fierce and tiireat^ning dttitdde exclaimed, ^^ What, 
a mutiny, ha!" at the same time making a pass at the 
mate with his sword, which the latter avoided hj springing 
into ihe rigguig, the two sailors at tiie same time jumping 
down Ae hatchway to escape the fury of their commander. 
Howerer, befe^ tii^ innocent mate could get out of his 
raach^ a second stroke from tiie cutlass nearly severed tiie 
ri^t hand from the wrist while holding on to the shrouds 
and oaosed him to let go his hold and he fell overboard, 
grasjnng the main chains with the other and begging pit- 
eoody for his life. But this was not to be granted, for the 
fiend with a single blow severed the other hand from its 
grasp. In this situation tiie wretched man floated for a 
mom«[it upon the surfiu^e of the water, with the bleeding 
and mangjled arms extended, and crying in this horrible 
state finr help, but before any succor could reach him he 
sunk to rise no more. It was supposed that the unfortu- 
nate man was instantiy devoured by sharks, as one of the 
etew who happened to be aloft at the time of tiie awful 
oecurr^iee, and witnessed it witiiout being able to afford 
any aid, saw several of tiiese dreadful moilsters iiear the 
vessel after the mate had disappeared. Wei Were inform- 
ed that tiiis captain was put m iroiis by the crew and 
delivered up to the authorities At Sierra Leone. What- 
ever beoame of him afterwards, we never learnt. 
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Never was I more rejoiced thaa when orders were giyei^ 
to weigh anchor and leave Sierra Leone. Although none 
of our crew had suffered from sickness, while we remained 
at; this place, it being unusually healUiy, and the raiiyr 
season, when the epidemic or rather the African fever 
prevails, not having yet set in; still, a number of the 
white population had been consigned to their mother eartb 
during our brief stay ; and we were informed that a body 
of British soldiers amounting to about twenty men ha4 
been sent by the Governor, a short time before, up one of 
the rivers in the vicinity to settle some diflficulty with one 
of the native kings, only ten of whom or one half their 
number returned back to Sierra Leone, after a short ab- 
sence of not more than seven or eight days. This fatal 
fever, so prevalent in the country, had cut them down in 
the prime of their \dgor and manhood. 

It was a fine morning when we set sail. Not a cloud 
was visible over the land ; but a few light, fleecy clouds 
were slowly emerging from the ocean, indicating a breeze 
in that direction. Our vessel glided down the river by 
the force of the current, which runs here at the rate of 
four or five knots per hour, and the town was soon lost to 
our view by a projection of the land. Li a short time we 
were once more riding upon the waters of the Atlantic, 
which contrasted with the thick turbid waters of the river 
we had left, made the former appear still more refreshing 
and transparent. We received the fii-st breath of the 
cooling and gentle breeze as it came in from the ocean. 
As it freshened, each and every sail was expanded in 
gracefully rounded volumes, and our craft, seemingly alive 
to its influence, after being confined to her anchor in one 
^t for several days, g^ded onward through the rippling 
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wftTos as genUy and steadily as the light sephyr bears 
akmg the beautifol Nautilus with his tiny purple sail upcm 
tbe sarfieuM of the glassy deep ere it has been ruffled by 
its passing brea&. The mountains of the Sierra Leone^ 
or Ae ^^ Lion mountains," from which the settlement takes . 
its noDie, as the breese freshened soon began to grow less 
distanct in the distance, and we were, perhaps, beholding 
them Semt the last time. Although I did not leave the 
plaee with regret, still whai I saw those mountains, oa 
which I had gazed daily during our stay, gradually reced- 
ing from our view, a sensation akin to homesickness seemed 
for the moment to possess me. Perhaps it was occasioned 
by tiiose associations naturally formed in the mind on 
visiting any strange pkce in a foreign land. Every thing 
we see is new to us, and is therefore more strongly im* 
pressed <m the mind than when we view those things that 
are fiMniliar in our own country. I had visited 'the slave 
ship, and seen the poor slave, after being re-captured, here 
restored to freedom once again! I had also seen the 
schools, where ike children of the parents rescued from 
thraldom, were receiving christian instruction ftom the 
lips of those of my own complexion and race. Associar 
tions like these always cause a pecidiar feeling in the mind 
when leaving behind, perhaps, forever the objects that gave 
them birth. 

Our traffic, thus far, had been principally, and I may 
say ahnost wholly, confined to civiUzed being|9. We were 
now gCHug to trade with the unsophisticated, uncivilized 
natives themselves along the coast as far as the equator^ 
(beyond which^ or south of that line is the great resort of 
the dave-ships for the traffic in human beings,) occasion*^ 
I&7 touching at a settiement where the English or other 
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wbites were located for the pmfpoee of fining our waM 
MJflkBy eie., as it was not very oommon to Tenture aebmv 
at anj of the natrre vmages. We had a yariouaij a aeor t * 
ed oargo, calculated for tiie JBflferent tribes firom Oape 
Sierra Leone to the Bi^ of Benm. Aceordisg to the 
informatMMi we had reoeiyied tiie advantages for trade were 
good and we intended to improre them to the fiiUeet 
extent. The reader may not be aware that the slave coast 
is distinct and separate from the trading coast. Slaves §A 
the present day, or at the time in question, were generallj 
obtained south g£ the equator. N<Mrlh of that line has 
usnallj been considered the trading coast. 

Althou^ slaves, during the present century^ have beea 
seUom obtained on what is oaUed the windward or trading 
coast, stiU, instances have occurred where tiie native hav« 
been entrapped while trafficking <m board vessels, wfam they 
thou^t themselves m perfect security. Going off feai^ 
lessly and in omisiderable numbers from the shore, in thmr 
canoes, when a vessd appears near their towns along Ibc 
coast, they venture on board suspecting no danger near, 
and take with tiiem their little cargoes for the purpose of 
laraffiddng with the white man. Sometimes a eonffiderable 
quantity of ivory, some gold dust, pahn oil, etc., ccmstitute 
the artides of trade of Ihese sim|de and innocent pe(^. 
Not many years before we visited this coast, we were iiH 
formed, that a schooner, of not much more than one 
hundred tons, anchored near one of the towns along the 
shore, apparently for the purpose of trading with tiie 
inhabitants. The vessel being disguised as a trader mni 
the natives suspecting nothing, went on board, taking wiOi 
than all the valuable ccnnmodities they could gadier, in 
Older to exchange Ihan for o&ers of a different kaid wiA 
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the wlate nmn, such w trinkets, baftas, etc., for theur 
wires and little ones, whom they had left on shore in tibe 
eoq)eetal«ni of retorning to them and displaying to their 
wondering eyes the wealth purchased of the Spaniard ; 
toTj reader, the vessel was a Spansh slayer in disguise! 
At sueha moment as this, when these helpless, unoffending 
pe<^e tfaou^t no danger near, some thirty men, who were 
eonoealed benestii the hatches, suddenly made their ap- 
pearance, armed with pistols and cutlasses and captured 
ahnost every A£ncaa tbat was on boaid, amounting to sixty 
cr seveniy. A few <mly escaped, in the coufitticHi of the 
moment, by leaping overboard aild swimming to the shore. 
What must have been the feelings of the poor captives 
when they saw the vessel put to sea, whUe, with manacles 
mpon thdr fimbs, fliey knew Aey were deprived of free- 
dom and in dread suspense as to their &te! With the 
madness of despair they must have beheld the land of their 
Inrth reoediiig teem tiieir si^t! The beautiful sandy 
beach, where they had so often launched the li^t canoe, 
and with their fidimg appa^tus ready prepared sought Ihe 
Bcaly mhabitanti of the waters ! Their cottages sheltered 
from the noon^y sun by the overspreading branches of 
tiie cocoa or thcf palm, in whose sacred retirement Ihey 
had spent so many happy hours wiih the partners of their 
joys and their sorrows, with their sportive and pratling 
children ai^oiiDd them-^and, oh! agony insupportable, to 
leave th^m thus without a last embrace — a last fiurewell! 
To have those weOf-formed limbs, that were wont to be as 
fiee as tiie chattering monkey, who leapt from bou^ to 
boQ^ in his native forests, now constrained by the cruel 
irons, ]^ed upon them by the white man, and cross a 
ttaeld^ ocean to other lauds, unknown to him before, 
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there to t(Hl sad swtftfefM'dviliied barbaric WbatpeiL 
oould possibly dasoribe tbe bomnr oi tbe wi& of any onet 
of the captives as she beheld the vessel set sail and convey 
her husband forever from her sij^t! Would she not wan- 
der distracted through the groves of bananas and plantains^ 
and even make the forest resound with her groans? Thea 
standing uppn the pebbly beachi with her little childrea 
around her, fis; her g^tie upon those mi^^ty wators thai 
bore her husband and tlieir father from their si^t; and 
with a loud voice and uplifted hands, which she teachea 
her children to imitate, entreat the ^^ Fetish" or ^^QreaJb. 
Spirit" to send destruction upon the white man! 

How long such atrocious aets aa thes^ will be e(manitted, 
upon these unoffending people, I know not That tiiey 
have been and still are perpetrated, is a disgrace upm civ- 
iliaed man. DeoKms, only, could commit such infernal 
deeds as the <me above described. 

A few days after leaving Sierra Leone we had every 
thing arranged to make a trade, (as tbe natives term it,> 
and having arrived of^iosite a small viUage, the huts of 
which were distinctly seen &om our vessel, as we were not 
more than a nule distant from the shore, a gun was fired^ 
(a custom often practice on this coast,) for the natives to 
come off with theif arti<^ of traffic*— but not an inhabi- 
tant could be seen or a single canoe in any direction. 
Another and another was fired with the same success, for 
not a human being or Uving object of any kind could bd 
perceived, near tbe village or upcm the beach. We immis- 
diately concluded that there had been a slave-ship at this 
I^e which firig|htened the natives and made them fly imU^ 
Ihe thickness of the impenetrable fi)rests. The village 
was small, as seen from our decks, but its location was 
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dfili^itfuly appar^itly not more thaa two or throe - hundred 
feet from a beautiful white sandy beach which the watera 
genii J kissed, as in their plajfol ganibols the j broke into 
mmdc waves of snowj foam upon Ihe smooUi and even 
shore. It was utoated in the midst of cocoa and palm 
trees, some of which ascending to the heij^t of fifty <Hr 
sixty feet wUhoat a branch, then sent ferth ^ir broad 
and shadowy arms and sheltered each hatntation from tiie 
heat of a vertical noon-day sun. It seemed as if h^^pi^ 
ness, or contentment at least, mi^t have dwelt in this 
apparently beaotifol place. ' 

As we had no hopes of tradio^ oi^)oate tius deserted 
village, we oontinued <m our way down the coast, under 
easy sail, and at day-break tiie following morning p^rottv^ 
ed, a few miles from us, a town Ihat appeared faretfy. 
thickly settled, if the number oi its huts was any criterion 
of the population. When we had a^roached suffimently 
near to discover it distinctly with the naked eye, we fired 
a gun, and almost ixmnediately after the discharge several 
oanoes were se^ to put ofif from the beach. 

Having arrived opposite the town, we andiored within 
three qimrtexs of a mile of the shore, glad of having some 
prospect of a trade wi& the natives. Our anchor bad 
hardty reached, the bottom before the surface of tiie water 
bidtwixt us apd the diore was dotted with canoes in everf 
direction. In a few moments we were nearly surrounded 
with them, and the native Africans came on boavd in great 
numbers as feariessly and as confidingly as childrmi rush^ 
iag into their motiier's arms* Amcmg their number were 
several ^^Kroomen," or Interpreters, who as soon as they 
stept up(m tiie deck, {»esented to our captain their 
^^books^" (as they call them) or letters of reeommeiidar^ 
8 
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tkm which Hbffj had receiyed from masters of vessels, in 
which was specified iheir quaMcataons (or trading, Aeir 
good condadt, etc. These men are necessary and abfto^ 
Itttely indispensaUe, on some parts of the coast, as thej 
are generalfy aeqnainted with the English language so a» 
to be understood, and therefore valuable as ^^traders,** as 
tfaroQgh them commnmcalimis can be eaenly made and in^ 
terpr^ied to the other natives, whereas without these 
nsefol people the traffic must be carried on bj signs, a 
much more difficult and tedious busmess for all concerned. 
After perusmg &eir ^^ books," or credentials of character^ 
our captain engaged two or three of ihede kroolnen to 
assist us in our traffic witii their sable brethren along these 
shores. As soon as everj thing od boMrd was arranged 
for the transaction of bumness, a brisk trade was immedi^ 
ately opened with the simple Africans, who already throng* 
ed our decks. When I say ^* timple^* this will not equally 
apply to aH of them, as I shaQ subsequentiy prove. Hie 
canoes alongside at this time had not many articles of any 
great value to us, excepting a pretty plentiful supply of 
paluHoilk This was brou^t on board in calabashes con- 
taining from two to five gallons. In tiie course of a very 
few hours we purdiased a conoderable quantity of tids 
useful, aromatio and beautiful oil. In the meantime, fruits 
cf various kinds, yams and sweet potatoes, besideiS pigs, 
goats, etc., were trafficked for with these hanifless people, 
at very moderate rates, to our entire satiefiMtion.' It is, 
however, to be regretted that alcohdic liquors were ever 
introduced amongst these unsophisticated peojde, as mais^ 
<^them have such an inordinate demre for ^^ strong drink'' 
that it is almost impossibte)' at some j^aces, to ocnandenee a 
tnA$ withoirt at first preiMitiiig the principal peisons, or 
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Me&j yntik a ^^daah'' or glase of rum. At l«ait, tiras we 
iMmd it to be akmg tikeee tben b^iij^ted shores. 

The first cUry of our traffic with tliese AfirioaM hhiing 
Bearlj passed without any ^-eat remoneratkm for the labor 
and &tigiie to whidi we had all mmre or less been subject' 
ed, we were i^rehenedve that it would be usekse to 
attempt aay iartti^ trade, unless articles of more yslue 
than we had yet seen should be offisred for our inspecticm. 
Our kroomen, howeyer, informed us that we should piob^ 
aMy haye more adyantageous trade b^re sunnset, and lite 
result proyed that they knew more >about the manner of 
transairting bumness at tiiis {dace than ourselyes ; for, at 
rattier a late hour in the afternoon, seyeral canoes came 
aloDgRde witti some beautiful iyory» 



OHAPTBR V. 



IMbbA canoes were dilleiNsntly cdnstrueted firmn most of 
ttkoee we had seen surrounding our yeesel during tiie greater 
part of the day. They had flat bottoms and seemed 
more calculated fyr burden than speed. Whereas tiie 
majority of those we had before obeeryed, were yery Hght^ 
fragile, and by their model apparently designed fin> swift- 
MSB. These w^e called the ^^kroo^caiiK)e." They are 
buit somewhat in the form of a cresbent, both ebds befaig 
eraetly alSLe, and are hewn or dbisdled out of the solid 
truid: of a tree, the wood of wfairii yery isuch resemUss 
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oamwood mm! is nearly as hard. They are not more tiiaa 
an ei^th of an inch in tfaicknees, ccmsequently yeiy li^t 
and Imajant. Their length is from ten to twelve feet, and 
the breadth in die widest part doee not exeeed two fioet, 
the bottom being perfectly rounded and without any keel. 
They are of such a ^^ ticklish" c<»iBtraction that it is ex- 
tremely diflSicult for any one but a native to balance th^n, 
as the least inclination of the body on either side, immedi- 
atdy turns them bottom tipwards, as two or three of our 
crew experienced who attempted to manage thCToi. Tbej 
are pr(q[)elled by paddles, very neat and ingeniously made^ 
which they dip in the water perpendicularly white on their 
knees in the canoe, their bodies being kept in a perfectly 
erect poflition. In this nuumer I have often seen two 
skilful kro<Hnen force one of these li^t canoes throu^ 
the smooth waters along these shores at the velocity of 
fifteen miles an hour! Although as I observed above 
they are not calculated to carry any great burdens, yet, 
we sometimes saw them when in cases of necessity seven 
or ei^t of the natives have gone on shore in (me of them 
from our vessel, that the edge or gunnel of the canoe was 
not more than half an inch from the surfieu^ of the water, 
when the least deviation oi the body of any ai its inmates 
GB either side would have instantly filled or upset it 

We w^re much amused at their manner of fidiing in 
these Hgkt canoes, which were every moment darting by 
and around us with great velocity, in every diredaon. A 
hook and line were thrown out from <me end, and to the 
hook 1^ piece of vegetable substance was attached ; the oi^ 
noe was then propelled throu^ the water with great swift- 
ness, generally by two of the motives, sometimes with ody 
one, and the SA darting at the bait as it was nqndly drawn 
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through the clement, were ia this way easily cau^t* I 
luL? e seen a great number caught by these Afiieans, in the 
course of a few hours, and aa they were taken fnnn the 
water, glistening in the sunbeams with their scales of gold 
and silver, it had more the appearance of a scene of en- 
chantment than a reality. 

When the flat-bottomed canoes previou8^y mentioned 
came alongside, we found some of them contained a few 
scrivellas of ivory, and others a quantity of cunwood and 
el^ny. The«e little cargoes, however, were socm purchased 
by our captain, as he was desirous to obtain all he could of 
Aesfe valu£j)le articles of merchandise. Still, thus far our 
dj^'s work had not been so satisfactory as was desired. 
But some of the natives who came off in these canoes had 
sigoified to our kroomen that the king would make us a 
visit before night, and bring in his large canoe some fine 
elephant's teeth, '^ to make a kade." And sure enough, 
we at length observed a canoe of very large dimensiona 
putting off from the shore. This was his ebony majesty'* 
" Koyal Yacht." When it had ajqproached within a quar- 
ter of a mile of us, our attention was riveted by the wild 
notes, of a kind of slow and dirge-like chant, that fell up<m 
our listening ears from his m^esty's canoe-men, I cannot 
possibly give the reader a distinct idea of the effect that 
this wild music had upon me at the time, as uttered by 
these unsophisticated sons of AMca. The scene is before 
me now, as if it were but yesterday, though many years 
have passed since the event occurred. 

I can see the large canoe, manned by upwards of twenty 
tall, well-formed negroes, chanting a solemn air, to which 
they kept perfect time with their paddles, and at a certain 
8oq;id, (that came booming upon tke wingpi of the wind, 
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and inHk a kind of monrnfbl cadence fell upon the KstMi^ 
ing ear,) each paddle would strike the water simiite- 
neondj. EQs majeetj, seated in the stem, or one eftd of 
the ^^ royal barge," was distinguished from his subjects bj 
a kind cf turban of many colors upon his head, a piece of 
blue cotton doth thrown over his flhoulders, in the form of 
a mantle, and the same &bric around his waist-^Us 6anoe«- 
men having but the latter. 

When this royal personage came on board, we fired a 
salute of a few guns, as a mark of respect to him ; at 
whidihe appeared hi^y gratified. He signified to ii0 
that he had brou^t with him a considerable quantity of 
iyory, and should like to ^ make a trade," if we eoiM 
agree. F6r this purpose he ordered all that was in the 
canoe to be placed up<m our deck that we might exannne 
it. lliere were sereral large teeth, and s<Hne smaller ones, 
called ^ scriyellas," in all about a t(m, which was a oonsid* 
erable object for us, if we could purchase it to advantage; 
However, we soon perceived we had a pretty direwd one 
to deal with. This African monarch stood in the centre of 
the deck, surrounded by the kroomen, who are genially 
very shrewd in making a bargain, and several of his sub* 
jects who accompanied him, and seemed to act as courtiero, 
as he often directed his conversation to these perscnas, to 
know their minds with regard to the worth of a small <»r 
large tootii of ivory. Offers were made him throu^^ our 
knxHnen for several teeth, and the articles intended for 
the purchase were disf^yed upon the deck opposite to tte 
ivory, so that both parties might have a fiur view of them ; 
but his sable majesty was so obstinate that we could not 
come to any terms. Our kroomen rignified to the cafiiain 
that if he wished to make a trade, he must make tlie king 
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a present, and pve each of bis men a ^^ dash," or ^bss <^ 
mnu 

As we saw no oiher means to come to an understanding 
witb his majesty, this was immediately complied with. 
ISie present selected for his ^^ serene hi^mess/' consisted 
of a red uniform coat, Idmmed with gold laoe a litde tar- 
nished, a xmifbrm ci^, (both of which had belonged to a 
member of some Boston infantry company,) an old shirt, 
pants and vest, belonging to our captain, and a pair of 
dices. These articles of appard were presented to ihe 
king, and bis attendants soon had their royal nuurter decked 
out in this semi-mifitary attire. If ever there was a ludi- 
crous si^t, on tiie surface of this terreslaial g^obe, it was 
in the person of this African monarch, as he paced fore 
and aft the deck, wilii slow and measured strides, while his 
ceurtierB and all ^ natives on board, stood in amazement, 
gassing at him m his strange attire. As his majesty walked 
hm^ and fin^, he would occasionally cast a look of recog- 
nition upon some of his subjects, when his eyes for a mo* 
ment dianced to wander firom beholding his own person 
decorated in such unwonted habiliments. After this royal 
parsonage had, in some measure, become reconoiled to his 
dress, we again attempted a tirade. 

A grand ^ palaver," (as they term it,) was held by the 
king and his attendants, and our kroomen, in which our 
ci^tafai would occasionally join ; and what witii the native 
tongue of tiie king and hs train, tiie broken English' of 
tlie kroomen or interpreters, and tiie English c£ the cap- 
tain, tmng^wig together in one coDfused ^hubbub;*' the 
hidicnnis appearance of his ebony majesty, dressed in 
^^ nuJt re^entals " as graced his person ; and in &ct the. 
^^ tout ^isemUe " rendered it a scene of tlie meet mngnlar 
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kind ever beheld. Bat, to orown the wholes at snaaet ire 
had the mortificatioii of seemg the ivory tak«:i firom tbd 
deck, put into the royal canoe, and his ma^ty and suite 
embark for the shore, without our having been able to effect 
a trade after so many hours' exertion. StiU we were nfll 
discouraged by this treak of the Afirican m<maich. 

At early dawn we awoke fr<»n our slumbers, somewiiat 
refreshed from the fatigues of a day spent in useless ^' pa- 
laver," the coidEiiaed and mingled aouncb of whkh iretp 
still ringing in our ears. The cook had orders to> prepeie 
tiie morning's lepast, and have it ready ere the star of dury- 
had illumined the eastern sky with his reqdendent beaoEiB. 
The natives along the shores of tiiis coast are very eady 
risers, particularly at those places where vessels touch for 
the purpose of trade. It seems to be a prevailing habit 
with them to be up betimes and Btirnng; ^^ £;»:," (aaj 
they,} ^' we have ^oqployment ; we will not allow the sun 
to rise before us ; we prepare oar nets and fishmg taekk> 
and launch our canoes iq>on yonder waters, beseeching our 
«« Fetish" to fl^d us good luck." This Fetish I have 
mentioned, is tiie ^^ god " that most of tiiese heathen peo*- 
pie worship. As far as we saw, it waa not a hkLeow 
monster like tiiose before which the Chinese prostrate theaoeK 
selves, fall upon their fiftces and adore. Nor like tiiat od- 
ebrated idol, b^oeath the wheels of whose car tiie poor, de- 
luded, superstitious, but devoted Hindoo throws himeel^ 
and while they are rolling over Um, crudung his mangled 
limbs, dies, praising his heathen deity t Neithw ia it a 
mighty river like tiie Ganges, in which an immenaon is suf- 
ficient to translate the object of it into certain paradist. 
But, reader, tiie ^' god " which these simple Africans woi^ 
shq^ ii carried about their persoBs.. It is not of tefla 
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3) nor ^ ponderotis ireight. It is transp(Hied 
iriih them whererer tiiey go, without being any incum- 
branco niiateT^. 

K aa Afnciaa seekfl tbe tanked ferests to ronse the Hdn 
Iram hiB lak*, and the horrid monster, distasted in his re- 
treat, erects his ioi^ and floiring mane, lashes his sides 
with Ms tool, and wiili open mouth shows his dreadful 
teeth, while his sparkling ejes fiaiAi fire, and iiie woods and 
laoimtaiDS tremble with the ihunder of his roarings — in 
tins extreme perO, he does not shrink with fear, fbr his 
^ Fetidi '^ is with him, and he tiiinks no harm can befidS 
Um. If he embarks in his Ugbt canoe upon the buojrant 
waters, and ^ding along the shore with the swiftness ci 
Ac arrow in its flight, with his hook and' his Gne ajqpended 
to Ins fragile bark to tempt the scaly inhabitants from thdr 
retreats, and drag them into the fkee of day ; eyeiywhere 
his Petkik aecompanies him, and he thinks he cannot but 
be fertimate. If, perchance, he is driven from the land by 
the yicdence of the tornado, against whose furious blast he 
coidd not strtigi^e, and finds himself surrounded by nu- 
merous sharks, looking, as they swim nlofag the surface of 
the water, like ^^ demons of the yasty deep," (as they in 
reality are,) when the least inclination of his body on either 
side would precipitate him into the midst of their horrid 
jaws ; yet, eren here, where the civilized man would trem- 
Ub widi affii^t, the poor, simple and unsofdiisticated Af- 
lieanthinkB no harm can beSaU him, fcnr his god, — his ^^ Fe- 
tish,"— is with him and protects him. 

Tim African ^ god," which is worshipped as above de- 
scffted, is nothing more nor less than a kind of cushion, 
akrai Ae nze of a hen's egg, covered wiUi small shdh, and 
wiMpanilad from the neefc by a string, dJareoliyiftfi^ 
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iDg a littie below ^ oiiefk Some of the nM&mSy we d>- 
leryed, ware no Feliih at all ; irhj^ we were not infiimied. 
Otbera had them of difEerent materials, but the gpfoat— t 
anmber we saw had them as above mentioiied. How ofin 
jhave I seen liiese native AfrioaiWi (when the thunder mm 
mnttering in the distant woods, and the finrked Bg^tningn 
were darting across the half-formed aroh. of the iu c ip is nt 
tornado, threatening destruction to evwrytfaing within its 
influence,) grai^ their Fetish with both hands^ and looking 
steadfEustljr upon it, utter some incoherent words, seemii^gl^ 
a prayer to their idol. Then, the vivid lig^tniagi mig^ 
flash across the vaulted ardi of heaven in all their terrific 
griodeur — the thunder mi^t send back its reverberating 
peals from mountain and forest, and cause the very eazih 
to tremble with the elemental strife-^ the destmotlve 
whirlwind mi^t burst forth from the r^t douds in all ite 
terror, while tiie rain fisdls in an avabmche of wateni--*-stiH9 
if he have his Fetish about him, he seeans to think himaslf 
secure from every danger. 

Before we had finished our breakfi»t, one of the crew on 
deck repcHrted a great nnmber of small canoes patting, off 
from the diore. WeswaUowedourco&easquidklyaspowr 
ble, and almost ohdced ourselves in going throuf^ the pso- 
oess of mastication and deglutition of the solids, as we well 
knew fr(ND(if(»rm6r experience, that if we did iK>t embrace Ae 
present opp(»rtunit7, it would be impossible fo^ us to have 
another meal during the day, while the natives were on 
board. However, before we had time to rise frcan the t^ 
ble, several canoes were alongside, (althou^ the ami had 
not risen above the horiaon,) and the uncovered beads ol 
two (Mr three of these simple sens of Africa were thmst 
down the companion-way, and seeing us so comfortiUy 
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^86i to wori^'' exclaimed almost m one Toiae, " Captein 
eatl iditteiiiaiieat! whyiKytblaokeemaiieat,ioor' The 
aoddemieaB of the exclamation, irbach caused us iBimedi- 
aletf to look up — thefaroken Eagluh iniriiidi it waa ni- 
teed^ added to the a{qpeanyiee of their white eye-balk, 
and teeth like polished iTOiy, so strangely eontrasting with 
the ebony daricness of their oomidexkm, and the Uaek, 
txuAy wool of th^ heads, rend^ed it inqposiible for ahnoat 
every one irtio witnessed the soene to reficain from indolg- 
iog in » hearty lan^. 

On readuag the deck, we saw the sorfiftce of tiie water 
betwixt us and the slMHre literally oovered with canoes com- 
iag towaird the Tessd, and a more novel sin^ could not be 
imagined. Some with one, others with two or three na- 
tives. One wofdd ^ide along leisurely, se^ooingly nncon- 
cemed at those who passed him in their canoes to reach 
the yessd first Another, as soon as he saw a canoe ahead 
et him, immediately exerted hims^ to the utmost to dis- 
tance the o&er, when, with &e same object in view, and 
the same emnlation, the contest would begjb for* victory. 
Tlieir sinewy arms exerted to the fullest extent in plying 
their paddles, as ihey kneeled in tl^ centre of the canoes^ 
—rthm bodies erect to preserve ike balance, (&r the least 
deviation from a perpendicular line would be sore to upset 
thaoa,) tlie li^t canoe gliding along with the swifiness of 
tte do^)hin, when in pursuit of the flying-fish, scarcely 
toQohmg &e sur&ce of the water, the element beix^ so 
ehghtiy agHated by the transit of the fra^e barque across 
its bosom, that had it not been for the foam left in its wake, 
on each side, like strings of silver beads, it could not be 
perceived that any object had passed over its fdacid, mir^ 
wed margjoi. 
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The shoat of these sfanple people when ihe victory was 
won — the mm^mg of the canoes alongside— 4ihe laugh, 
and (to us,) unintelligible jargon oi Iheir nfords in their 
conversation with each other of the occupants, rendered 
it a scene of intense and peculiar interest. We saw two 
oasMes coming off, racing ^^ regaitta4ike," as I have de- 
scribed, when, by too great an inclinati<m of Ae body cm 
one side, the occupant of the first lost his eqmhbrimn, and 
&e 0MK>e was upset, with its cargo consisting of fowto, 
yams, cocoarnuts, oranges, bananas, plantains, etc., which 
were all floating upon the surface of the water for a few 
minutes, and were then restored to th^ former place In 
the canoe, with its occupant as brfore. It is almost ioh 
crediUe how expert these people are, in replacing tbeia^ 
selves in their canoes, with their little cargoes, when tfa^ 
unfiwrtunately meet wiSi an overturn. Their nmimer of 
dcong it is as fellowB : The canoe being filled with water, 
they take hold of one end, (both ends being exactly alike,) 
wifli both hands while " treading water," (as our boys term 
it,) and suddenly jerking the canoe towards them, the butt: 
of the water is forced out of the opporite end, and in a 
•manner peculiar to themselves, they manage to get into 
them again. It is dangerous, however, for tiiem to i^jeei 
on some parts of this coast, where sharks are numerous^ as 
the lives of many poor, unfortunate negroes have been sao- 
rificed to the horrid death of being devoured by these vo- 
racious monsters. 

In less than an hour from the time the first canoe came 
alongside our vessel, we had, perhaps, more than sixty sur- 
rounding us, some with fruits and vegetables, others with 
fowls, pahn-oil, etc. GThe majority were furnished wstii 
pahn-oil in comJ^niA» quantities. A fow of^tlMBB bail 
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m» or two small elephant's teeth, or scrivellas. The 
canoes ccmtainmg &ese, should they upset, would lose their 
pieckms cargo, as it is well known that iyory will not float, 
but sink like a stone. We soon engaged in a spirited trade 
with these people. 

Our casks were ready in the hold to receive Ae pafan- 
oil, which was brou^t off in gourds or calabashes of dif- 
ferent sises and shapes. We had a kid or tub on deck, 
with a hole in the bottom, to which a hose was attached, 
Ihat led into a cask below. In a few hours we had pur- 
chased enou^ of this valuable ofl to fill several casks. As 
it was poured from Hie calabash into the kid, when we first 
received it, the color of a bri^t, sparklmg red, and at the 
same tinie emitting a delightful fragrance, nothing could 
k»ok more beautiful. Our men were kept constantly em- 
ployed, either in measuring out the oil, or giving in return 
sodi articles as the natives desired for the goods purchased 
of them. Some wanting blue baftas, (a coarse kind of In- 
dia cotton often used by these Africans along the sea-coast 
for " tappers " aroimd their loins,) others, muskets, pow- 
der, tobacco, rum, pipes, trinkets, etc. 

We generally kept a pretty sharp look-out, when so 
many natives were on board, and both officers and men 
had side arms about their persons, and other arms at hand, 
if their use was required. StiU, while trafficking with these 
inoffensive people, we had no apprehensions of personal 
violence, as we had scarcely ever seen them with any kind 
of weapon about them. It is true, we had heard of in- 
stances where the crews of vessels trading along this coast 
had been risen upon, overpowered by numbers, and Qut off, 
to a man, by native Africans. But these occurrences were 
fare, and the knowledge of such hct% seemed to have no 
9 
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effect in prgudicing onr c^)tBiii against these people, as he 
had always £)und them kind when treated kmdlj. And 
this was from an experience of two or three vojages to this 
coast, in ahnost constant interconiee with the inhabitamts. 
Various articles were gjiven in exdumge for the few scriy- 
ellas we obtained, for which thej asked an ezorintant price, 
and therefore were not so profitable to us as the palm-oil, 
which was purchased at a veiy reasonable rate. 

We were now waiting for the king to come ofl^ as we 
had bought the cargoes of all the canoes alongside. In a 
short time, we heard the joyful sound of ^^ the king ! tlie 
king !" and on looking towards the shore we beheld the 
canoe of his sable highness, approaching in the same manr 
ner as the day before, with &e exception that there were 
now several small canoes floating in &e wake of ^^ his mar 
jesty^s royal gondola." As it drew near, the " wild notes " 
of the canoe-men, (though in a different strain fix»n the pre- 
vious day,) were* wafted towards us upon the wings of the 
light zephyrs direct from the shore, and fell in ^^ cadence 
sweet " upon the listening ear. His majesty was standing 
erect in the after part of the canoe, with his uniform com- 
plete, for he had now a large ostrich feather in his cap, of 
pure white, which bending over gracefully in front, and 
contrastmg with his cap, red coat and ebony comj^xion, 
made it appear of a still more brilliant whiteness. His 
kingship was at least six feet and upwards, in h^ght, 
.straight as a poplar, and well proportioned. Jffis canoe-^en 
were all nearly as high in stature as himself, but only one 
or two of them could compare with his majesty as regarded 
the symmetry of form. 

As the royal barge c$me i^}ong|9ide our vessel, the small 
canoes that were surrounding us, immediatdy s^waied. 
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aad op^ied a free passage for the king to come on boaird. 
Our captain (urdered a salute of two guns to be fired as 
soon as his hij^hness stept upon the deck^ and a great deal 
of ceremony and f<»rmality was used to j4ease him and 
his courtierSy (three or four of whom accompanied their 
royal master,) and not wiihout efhct^ as orders were given 
by his majesty to have all tiie ivory in the royal canoe 
iMTOU^t on board, which now amounted to considerable 
more in wei^t and the number of teeth than on Ihe pre- 
vious day, and we at length succeeded in making a trade, 
the particulars of which the reader will be informed in the 
next chapter. 



CHAPTER VI. 



All the ivory, amounting to about a ixm and a half or 
two tons, was paraded upon the deck in as conspicuous a 
manner as possible. The large teeth, some of them weigh- 
ing nearly one hundred and fifty pounds, were arranged by 
themselves. The smaller ones, or scrivellas, were likewise 
arranged in separate parcels, according to their different 
oaes. When the whole quantity was ihus displayed to 
the satisfitction of ilie king, a grand consultation or ^^ pa- 
laver " was held by his majesty and suite as to ihe price 
tiiat should be asked for a large or small tooth. The 
direwdness evinced by this son of Africa really surprised 
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US. In order to c<»miieiice a trade, he selected one of the 
smallest scriveDas, for which he demanded an exorbitant 
price, justly c<mcluding ihat if he succeeded in disposing 
of this at a great price, the larger ones being still more 
valuable, he might obtain a sum in proportion for them. 

While the articles were being selected which we intend- 
ed to give for this tooth of ivoiy, his royal hi^mess strode 
the deck ^^ in re^mentals dressed," his white ostrich plume 
waving gracefully at every step, and his red coat being 
about a foot too short in the skirts, consequently, £edling 
but a Utde below the middle of the back ; the pantaloons 
as tight as a drum-head upon him, and scarcely reaching 
the calf of the leg, which was stockingless and of an ebony 
blackness, singularly contrasted with his red coat and li^t 
colored pants. The " tout ensemble " of this African king, 
ihe reader may suppose, was the ^^ sublime of the ridicu- 
lous." Everything being finally arranged, a considerable 
display was made by us of the goods upon the deck, in or- 
der to make &em appear to the best advantage — I mean 
the commodities we had selected for the purpose of pur- 
chasing a small tooth or scrivella. Although the artdclbs 
selected were of considerable bulk, their value to us was 
a mere trifle, consisting as they did of a few yards of blue 
India cotton, a variety of trinkets, such as glass beads of 
dilferent sizes and colors, a few pewter medallions, a small 
quantity of powder, and two oi; three junk bottles of New- 
England rum. 

All these articles being pretty conspicuously arranged 
upon the deck, opposite the tooth of ivory for which we 
were negociating, (as is the custom on this coast,) made a 
tolerable show when contrasted with the ^^ solitary scrivel- 
la " bekmjpng to his Afinoan majesty. However, no soonw 
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did hk sable kingahip ^bnoe his eyes upcm th^ goods thus 
displayed, than i^parent 8ati8facti<Mi was manifested in his 
countenanoe. For, turning to his courtiers, who stood 
near, he addressed a few words to them in a brief paLayer, 
and thai immediately assented to dispose of the single 
tooth in question, for the trifling articles which had capti- 
vated his sigjht. As so(»x as the bargain was closed, ^' a 
dash," or gjiass of rum, was presented to the heathen rnxxar- 
arch and each of his suit, as such was the cust(»n at the 
time, (and it is exceedingly to be regretted ihskt christian 
people should ever have introduced such a pernicious prac- 
tice as this in their traffic with the natives al<mg these 
shores,) and as soon as these '' quaffings " were over, the 
goods on our side of the deck were removed to the oppo- 
site, and placed with tlie ivory belonging to the king, and 
the tooth we had purchased was deposited by his royal 
highness' own sable hands in the very spot our merchan- 
dise had occuped before the transfer from one side of the 
deck to the other. This first tooth we so easily succeeded 
in bargaining for, weighed about fifteen pounds. A trade 
now having commenced, we found no great difficulty in 
purchafflng some of &e other teeth. It is true, we had to 
use some art in the arrangement and display of the goods 
upon tlie deck, in order to render their appearance as im- 
posing as possible to the eyes of these native Africans, 
for we found in our intercourse with these peculiar people, 
that our success in trafficking with them to advantage de- 
pended ifi a great measure, more in the skilful arrange- 
ment of our goods to show as large a space covered by the 
various articles, paraded along the deck, than to any other 
exertions we could make. In the course of a few hours, 
and heSon sunset, we had the extreme pleasure and satis- 
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&oiioii of being m poeseBsitm of Ae whole qnastiiy of hw 
unity's ivory, amounting to nearly two Ujidb of as hand- 
some looking teeth as any one would wish to behold. On 
our part, we had made ^^ an exoellent trade/' that was Very 
gratifying to us, after a two days' tedious ^^ palavar," ai^ 
the first day's mortification oi seeing this African king <Nr- 
der ihe iyory into his canoe, after it was placed upon our 
deck, and depart for the shore dressed in ^^ regMuentals " 
at our expense. 

During the time we were trafficking for the iyory, there 
were a number of canoes aI<Higside with the pahn-oil in 
considerable quantities, which was purchased at ahnost any 
price, to our entire satis&oticm, and Ihe natives themselveB 
seemed pleased with their trade, for they received the arti- 
cles we oflfered them for ihe oil, without any hesitaticm 
whatever. It being the second day we had traded witii 
tiiem, they seemed to have become scnnewhat acquainted, 
and therefore placed a great deal of ccmfidence in us. 

We were amused during the day when one of the na- 
tives came off in a canoe with his wife, and brou^t on 
board three or four beautiful ducks called the Muscovy. 
He asked such an exorUtant price for them, however, that 
our eaptain almost gave up the idea of purchaong them, 
although he was willing to pay very liberally, for these ducks 
are considered a great luxury. Bum, powder, India cot- 
t(m, beads, medals, and trinkets ot various kinds, were of- 
fered in succession, but none of these seemed to be coveted 
by the man or his wife, who, all the time her husband re- 
mained on board, stood beside him on the deck. At l^gth 
our captain happened to hit upon something that ^^ took " 
with this African's wife. This article was one of several 
red shawls, of small siae, and i»retty tastj bord^, (the 
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coBt of -which waa a mere trifle.) As soon as the eyes of 
her lady^p glanced upon it, we knew we should make a 
trade, for she immediately dapped her hands, apparently 
m an extasy of joy, and signified to her dear partner Ihat 
she should like such an elegant article. The terms were 
soon agreed upon by her sable consort, and the first-rate, 
beautiful Musco^es were transferred into our hands, and 
the shawl into her African ladyship's. She seemed so 
much delighted with it, tiiat she several times placed it 
upon her ebony shoulders, tiien took it off and examined it 
again and agam, as she walked back and forth the deck, to 
the great joy of her husband, who seemed to gaze up(mher 
witli admiration. Doubtless, when they went adiore, their' 
little ones looked in wonder at their mother, thus strangely 
attired ! Our " doctor," (the " sobriquet " given to our 
co(^, who could not be excelled in serving up a fricassee, a 
la Francaise,) as soon as the natives had retired, was not 
long in dissecting one of these feathered gobblers, and we 
sat down, in a short time, to as fine a ^^ fricassee " as was 
ev^ masticated by the most fastidious epicure. 

I have previously mentioned the propensity of some of 
Ae natives wi& whom we had trafficked, for pOfering. We 
had often missed several small articles, but as they were of 
trifliBg vidue, scarcely any notice was taken of it. Some- 
times a string of beads, or a medal, would disappear, which 
we thought it not worth while to make any inquiry about, 
and even if we did, there was but littte chance of our find- 
ing them, as they were undoubtedly passed into some of 
the numerous canoes alongside that were continually de- 
parting for the shore, and in all probability before an inves- 
tigation could be made, the baubles were already serving 
88 decorations to the wives or children of the pflferers, the 
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rapidity of their canoes rendering it an easy task for ikem 
to gain the beach in a very few minutes. However, the 
day before we intended to sail &om the village, matters be- 
gan to assume rattier too serious an aspect, cm account of 
ttie losses we sustained. We were obliged to be more on tike 
alert than usual. I should judge, at the least calculation, 
a hundred canoes surrounded us, some of them with yams, 
cocoas, bananas, etc., ttie latter in beautiful ridi clusters, 
fresh from the tree, perfectly ripe, yellow as gold, and deli- 
cious to the taste. Othersjbroi^t off fowls, and sometimes 
a few monkeys of different kinds, with now and then a par- 
oquet. Of the former, some of the crew purdiased three 
or four of as singular looking animals of tilieir species, as 
any one ever saw. Description would be ahnoet useless in 
living tlie reader a faint idea of this motley group of quad- 
rupeds. We also purchased one or two paroquets, of beau- 
tiful shape and plumage. Their tail feathers were more 
than a foot in length, and of the most brilliant hues the 
eye ever beheld. 

We thought all the palm-oil of the natives of ^' King's 
Village " was exhausted, but during our stay they had 
made considerable quantities, and more than twenty canoes 
were furnished with one, two or three calabadies *of it, 
which was now alongside. While we were trading with 
them for the oil, and receiving it into our casks, our deck 
was blocked up with fruits, vegetables, calabashes and num- 
keys, the latter making such a confounded chattering that 
we could scarcely bear ourselves speak^ and our men were 
all busily engaged in dealing out the several articles re- 
quired for the purchase of the oil, vegetables, etc., when 
one of the natives, taking advantage of the confusion, had 
contrived to steal a whole jHooe of blue baftae, or India 
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eotton, place it in his oaaoe, and was making off wiih it, 
wh^i (me of our crew happened to discover him in the rery 
met, and immediately told oar c^>tain, who instantly or* 
dered the native back with his booty. The canoe had by 
this time began to move through the water wiUi conmderar- 
ble Telocity, as the thief in endeavoring to escape, dexter- 
oudy i^ed his paddle with strong and vigorous arms, and 
bafore our c^>tain ordered him back a second time, the 
caaoe had attained a distance of scHne two hundred feet 
firom tiie vessel, and the thief would undoubtedly have es^ 
e»pedy if measures of intimidaticm had not immediately 
been resorted to, in order to prevent it. We always kept 
a large blunderbuss ready loaded with ball, when tolling 
wiA these people, that could be used at a mcnnenf s warn- 
ing. It worked xxpoa a pivot like a swivel, and was gen- 
erally disdiatgcd by fixing it in the deck-rail, on either 
side of the vessel. So at this time our commander, per- 
ceiving that the thief did not seem inclined to return by 
peremptory orders and signs, he immediately pointed the 
dreadful blunderbuss in &e direction of the canoe, but a 
little elevated, that the balls might pass over the head of 
its occupant, and discharged &e contents into ihe water 
BonMi* distance beyond him ; the report, and the splashing 
of the water by &e balls, frightening the poor feUow to 
such a degree that he could scarcely retain his equilibrium, 
while he instantly returned on board with ihe piece of 
doth, idl the time trembling like an aspen leaf, and to all 
appearance ashamed of his conduct. The pumshment in- 
flicted by our detain upon the culprit, was only to order 
him ashore in his canoe, in presence of his brother natives, 
and fortudding him to come on board the vessel agun. He 
departed, i^iparentiy chagrined enough for what he had done. 
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I merely mentkm tUs one instanoe of detecticm in tlieft, 
ihAt tlie reader niaj be enabled to judge, in some measure, 
of the character of theee people, or a pmrtaon of Ihem, who 
eeem desiroiiB of impropriating to tiiemselyeB whateyer 
they can lay Iheir hands on. Howeyer, there were many 
with whom we trafficked, who did not appear at all inclined 
to inlfer, and whom I yerily belieye, (if we could judge 
fix»n their actikms,) looked upon stealing with ayersicm. 
Among all unciyiliied people, in eyery portiim of our 
globe — from the inhabitants of the bleak northern regicms 
to the beautiful islands of the Pacific— from the wretched 
natiyes of New-Zealand to the saUe African— pilfering 
i^q[)ears to be a natural propensity. 

We found many of the natiyes here, as well as at other 
places along this coast, addicted to a haUt of rubbing th^ 
bodies with palmroil, whidi made their skin appear quite 
smooth and glossy, so that you could almost see your f^ce 
reflected, as in a mirror. The effluyia, howeyer, emitted 
from the bodies of some of those who were allowed to en- 
ter the cabin for the purpose of traffic, was not yery agree- 
able to the fiistidious olfactories of us Americans, the mer- 
cury in Fahrenheit's ran^ng from one hundred degrees 
and upwards, in the shade. Howeyer, habit soon recon- 
ciled us to sudi trifles as these, and we ceased to find fiuilt 
with such little annoyances in the pursuit of wealth. Before 
sunset all the natiyes went on shore, with the exception o£ 
two or three kroomen, whom we intended to retain ^^ to 
make trade " for us, as they answered our purpose exceed- 
ingly well, and seemed perfectly willing to acccmipany us 
ferther down the coast. 

Ere ebon ni^t had spread her mantle oyer land and 
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oeeaa, not ftaia^e oanoe in« i^oogside, or to be seen upcm 
Ike water, in any direotimi. Only seyeral cUurk specks codd 
be £aixnetly seen upon tlie white, sandy beaoh in the dis* 
tanee, which were canoee hanled up oat of tiiie reach of 
tile surf. AH was hushed in silence. Throng tfte dim 
twiH^Itt now spreading around us, not a sln^e form of man 
or beast was yisible along iikd shore. They had, doubtless, 
retired to thenr shonbers ; and as sleep began to wei^ 
heaty upon our eye-lids, we so^m sou^t the repose we so 
much needed, after Ae trials, fiMigues and cares of tiite 
day. 

The following morning, before the star of day had chased 
tfie night beyond tiie western horiion, and kindled his dae^ 
lEng fires in Ihe orient sky, our crew had orders to get un- 
der way and proceed down the coast, for Uie purpose of 
trading at oAer towns and TiBages,)md with other and dif*' 
ferent tribes (tf the natiyes along these fertile but unoivit- 
ized diores. All hands were on deck in a moment, and 
obeyed orders with alacrity. Our sails were loosened, and 
wared in slug^sh folds as from the spars and yardi tliey 
hung, ere they were hcnsted and ^* sheeted home," to catch 
the expring breath of the light zephyrs, wafted towards us 
from ^ land, bearing upon their wings the peHume of the 
orange and the lemon, and a thousand exquinte odors from 
Ihe various fruits and flowers in all the wildness of tiieii;* 
native woods. We found some difficulty in dis^ga^g 
the anchor from the bottom, and consequently were de- 
tained longer than we expected. Our desire was to leave 
here before the natives were up and stirring, because we 
knew they would come off with fruits and vegetaUes, which 
wshad abeady m abomdance, (having purchased afl ^ir 
pafan-ml, and every thing else of any vahie,) and we 
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ihotild therefore find coDdderaUe difficult j in getting nndov 
way with a deck fiiU of native A&icans. 

How many times since we were (m this coast hare I 
thoui^t of the frequent opportunities that ofiered thrai* 
selves to us, when more than a hundred of these people 
were cm board— how easy it would have been, (were we 
base enou^ to commit su^ an atrocious deed^) to entrap 
them in tlieir unsuspecting simplicity^ and bear ih«si across 
the ocean to the West India Islands, and there dispose of 
them to tiie planter, to be degraded slaves ! And our re-' 
ward for sudi an act, gold ! gold ! And yet such deeds 
have been done by men who call themselves christians*-* 
m^ who have waUced among their fellows with as proud a 
step as the best of their countrymen or co-citisens, thmlring 
liiey had scarcely committed a crime in perpetrating such 
a foul deed as tii» ! Had tiie demon entered into the mind 
of our c^>tain, a deed like that I haye described migjht 
have been done. A hundred of these bhicks would proba- 
Uy have sold, in the West India Islands, for thirty or forty 
thousand dollars, and I think the net proceeds of our car* 
go, after several months' traffic on this coast, did not amount 
to anything like the smallest amount of the above sums. 
Thus by entrapping a number of tiiese inoflfonsive people, 
we mi^t have, perhaps, made more than by trading two 
or three Toyages along these shoves ; but ^^ a stain of 
a deeper dye upon our souls than the ebon complexions of 
the Africans themselves. What will not some men do for 
sordid pelf! 

** For gold, his sword the hireling mfflaa dimwa ; 
For gold, the hireling judge distorts the laws.^ 

^Man will brave the dangers of the ice-girt regi<ms of th« 
northern latitudes, nod defy the powers of tro%U He wiU 
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teTwree oceans of ahnoet unbounded extent, regardlees of 
the storm and tempests that cross his path upon the deep^ 
blue, tarackless waste of waters, and encounter the savage 
of the Pacific, in his own ^^ sea-girt isle," if opposed in his 
progress to the attainment of the object of his widies* 
He will visit the most sicklj climates, and see his compan* 
10B8 falling around him like blades of grass before the 
mower's scythe. He will trayerse mountain and valley, 
hill siid dale, i»rairie and desert, lake and river, ocean and 
sea. There is no barrier but death that can oppose him in 
has coarse. Place a thousand daggers before him ; yawn* 
iag chasms, frij^tfiil precipices, fire and water, and beyond 
a heap of shining gold ; he will attempt to go through them 
aD, reckless of the dimger, and will run to certain destruc- 
tion with his eyes hitently fixed upon the glittering trash U 
Oar anchor we finally succeeded in raising to the bows, 
and our sails were immediately hoisted and soon filled by 
the '^careening wind," which at this moment began to 
freshen as the sun in all his peerless majesty, gradually 
emerged firom the horizon, and seemed to kindle the ocean 
into a sea of moving, liquid fire^ as &e tiny billows sported 
in his bri^t and dazzling rays. We had scarcely received 
sufficient impetus from the breeze to force us through the 
buoyant waters wifli any degree of velocity^ wh^n rather a 
aovd mcideiit, for a few moments, detained us. We saw 
a fsa^Aj solitary canoe coming from the 8h<»re, with two 
natives in it, who seemed to be plying their paddles with 
all their dexterity and strength, in order to overtake us 
befinre we had gained too great a distance from the shore. 
As they approached, the breeze began to freshen, and our 
cnft " to walk pret^ fast," whQ^ we perceived one of the 
native in.tbe canoe occa9i<»)ally hold up his pfiddle, as if 
10 
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he were deeircras for iis to cheek our q)eed, that lliey mi j^t 
tooner come oa board, although we knew that the U^t 
eaikoe covld hare eattlj OTertaken us, even at &e greateit 
vdocitj our craft ooald poiB3>l7 be urged through ih^- 
yieldmg flood. 

Our cnrioeity wae so much excited by the appearance 
of these men, (as throng the ^ass we percetred they 
Were diffisrent from any of the natires we had before 
seen,) and the apparent urgency eyinced by lli^n to come 
on board, that our ^^ timoneer " ifas ordered to put t^ 
hehn a-lee, and ^< shirer the sails/' that we mi^t bare 
our curiosity gratified in beholding these strange^lookingbe* 
ings face to face. * In a very few nunutes they were along*- 
side, ^d <m our decks. K I should attempt to describe 
these singular specimens of the human race, I certainly 
should jEdl fkr slK>rt of the reality. Those only, who have 
seen ihe " African bushmen," (for such they were called,) 
can have any conception of these people, who now stood 
in our presence, in all their wild and natiye mmpHcity. I 
do not exaggerate in the least, when I say that their hair 
or wool, seemed to be rery coarse, and stood out from the 
head perpendictdariy, <^ like quills upon the fretful porcu- 
jnne." Tb»j were in stature about fiye feet, three or four 
inches in height, raiher corpulent, and no symmetry in 
tiie proportion of body, joint or limb. THieir eyes were 
large, and of a ^^ {nnkish hue,'' giring to the ^^ tout ensem*- 
ble " of the " genus homo," (if such they mi^t be call- 
ed,) raiher a ^^ unique" appearance, according to our 
standard of ihe race. Each of them had a ^^ Fetish " 
suspended from the neck, of a conical shape, but difiering 
in materials from any we had before seen, thus fiir, among 
the natives of tiiis coast. Around the waist they wore a 
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^* tapper " o£ doth of tibieir own manu&etare, made from 
the fibrous bark of a tree peculiar to the eoxmtrj. 

Our kroomen seemed to recognise these ^^ peculiar peo« 
pie/' aUhoa^ it was with some difficnhy they oonyersed 
with them, as these ^^ bnqhmen " came from the interior^ 
and belonged to another tribe who were on friendly terms 
witii the natiyes of King's Village. After these people 
had been <m board a short tame, sufficient to look around 
them and satisfy themselyes of our friendly intentitms, they 
each jHTodoced fi^m a comer or fold of their ^^ tapper," a 
small piece of gold, of the pure, solid, unadulterated metal, 
boQi peces wei^iing about seren drachms. 'Rteae we 
purchased, ^ving in return some coarse blue India cotton, 
'* or baftas," (as it is often called by traders on this coast,) 
a little rum, a few strings of beads, medals, etc., wiHi 
which they seemed perfectly satisfied. Althou^ the trade 
was BmaUy as regarded the amount in the transaction with 
tiiese unsophisticated Africans, still (to us) the profit 
was "cent per cent.,'* and more than cent per cent» 
again, inyested in two little lumps of pure, unalloyed, yel- 
low, yirgin gold. Oathering up the articles they had pmv 
chased of us with tiie precious metal fi^m the mmes of 
their mountains, these strange specimens of the negro race 
got mto their canoe and left us for the shore, while we 
" filled away,'* and soon left our recent visitors. King's 
Village and its inhabitants, fisur in the distance.^ 

About noon the wind died entirely away, and left us in 
^ perfect cabn. The heat was so intense, that we could 
not, for a moment, remain exposed to the rays of a yerti-* 
cal sun, which, unobscured by a un^e cloud, darted his 
burning fires directly upon our heads. Howeyer, on iiiis 
coast an awmng is generally spread over ike deck, not only 
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on accoant of the solar heat, but also to guard agaiMt 
the dews at night, which daring the ^^ dry season," are 
almost equal to a heavy shower of rain, and the crews of 
most vessels trading along these shores, {urefer sleeping on 
deck, instead of breathing the almost stifled atmosphere 
below. From some cause or other, we had, at this time, 
only a smsJl piece of canvas spread just over the compuH 
ion-way. In the shade of this the captain and myself 
were sheltered, although, even beneath this screen, the 
heat was almost insufferable. The men had left off work^ 
and each one sought the best place he oould.find, out oi 
the sun's influence. One or two having rigged up a teaot* 
porary awning over the forecastle, had ^^ coiled themselves 
up," and were soon sending forth first-rate music from 
their nasal organs. Notwithstanding the chattering of 
monkeys, the baaing of goats, ike cackling of h^is, the 
screaming of parrots, and ike confused jargon <^ several 
kroomen, whom we had retained to traflSc for us — amidst 
all this confused and disturbing noise, these seamen slept 
as soundly at broad noon-day, as at the midni^t hour. 

The kroomen above-mentioned were standing in the 
gangway, near the main-shrouds, jabbering together, re- 
gardless of the intense rays of the sun, darting directly 
upon their uncovered heads, (which no white man could 
endure for a moment, upon this coast, without being ^^ sun 
struck,") when on a sudden we heard a splashing vftike 
water, and on looking towards the place where the kroo- 
men had stood, the whole group had disappeared. Look- 
ing over the side, to our astonishment we beheld them in 
the water, supporting a large sea-turtle above the surfiiee 
in such a manner as to prevent his biting, and preclude 
^e posnbility of escape by divmg under the water, as 
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they held him fast bj the ffippers, till all the seam^i on 
bottrd, who were soon aroused by the turmoil from their 
slumbers, lent a hand to get the turtle on deck. For a lit- 
de while it was rare sport, and served very well to destroy 
the monotony of the meridian hour. After keeping the 
turtle for a few days, we cooked a part of it, but it was so 
strong and unpalatable that we threw the rest into its 
native element agun, for the fish to feast upon. 

About three o'clock, p. m., a refreshing sea-breeze set 
in, and we continued on our course, arriving, just before 
sunset, oflf a small village governed by " King Petre," as 
the natives termed him. Before night spread her curtain 
around us, we anchored near the shore, in five or siz jGEith-' 
oms of water. We intended to wait till morning at this 
place, to fill our water-casks, and then proceed fSeurther on, 
as we were informed by our kroomen that the trade here 
would not amount to much. As soon as the day dawned, 
we set about filling our water-casks. We obtained it from 
a clear, running stream, a short distance from the beach, 
wifliout interruption or difficulty. During the time re- 
quired for tins purpose, that is, conveying the empty casks 
ashore, filling them, and towing them off to our vessel— 
we saw but one or two of the inhabitants. After the water 
was recdved on board, and preparations were made for 
<nir departure, a soUtary canoe came alongside, with two 
fi the natives, bringing with them only a single goat and 
^ few yams. These we bought at a very moderate price, 
which wasmll the trade we had at this little town ; and 
^ very spot has now become a part of the settiement of 
liberia. 

This place appeared to us so different from King's Yil- 
hgo, oar last place of traffic, where all was life, bustle 
!©• 
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and oonfbsion, haying around the vessel, freqnentiy, fifty 
or sixty canoes, while here there was only a solitary 
canoe, with two natives, a baaing goat, and a few yams, 
that we thon^t the best appellation that could be ^yen 
to it was ^^ tiie deserted village.'' 

We observed that the sh<Mre here was conoderaUy more 
elevated than on some parts of the coast. Even firom ilie 
beach the land seemed to be broken into gently undulating 
hills, gradually ascending in hei^t towards the interior, 
which gave to it a very pretty appearance. It seemed, 
from the location, that it might be quite a healthy {dace. 

After the two natives left us in their solitary canoe, we 
immediately got under way and proceeded onward. We 
saw a Dutdi sloop-of-war standmg on the same course 
with ourselves. She was probably bound down ike coast 
to iSmina castle, a settlement belonging to the Dutch. 
The wind was very li^t during a greater part oi the day, 
and the weather exceedin^y sultay. A kind of langucnr 
seemed to possess us, to sucJi a degree that it was almost 
impossible for any <me to move about without great eflfort. 
TUs feeling is peculiar to this coast, in this state of the 
atmosphere, which, to say the least, is too frequent for the 
comfort of the Europeans, Americans, or the inhabitants 
of any other climate. At such tames the thirst is excited 
astonishingly, on account of the copious perspiratt<Hi that 
ooaes in drops from every pore. A draught of cool water 
is then indeed a treasure. 

The state of the atmosphere and appearances -around us 
indicated a tornado. We had experienced several before, 
but they were so light in comparison with this, that I £d 
not think it worth while to ^ve a description of them. 
The reader is, doubtless, aware that m the West India 
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lahndfl tibiey are firequenttj visited bj tempests, which are 
often yery destmctiYe, sometimes prostrating eztensiYe 
fields of cane, uprooting the largest trees, which are driyen 
b^re the furious wind as if thej were feathers, and eyen 
raifflng the habitations of men from their very foundations 
and dashing tiiem to pieces, while tiie wrecks are carried 
awaj by the flood which immediately foUows. These are 
caQed ^^ hurricanes." 

^^ On the coast of Africa, in nearly corresponding lati- 
tades, these tempests are still more frequent, and are 
denominated ^^ tornadoes." They are not, generally, so 
seyere as in the West Indies, but the nun falls in such 
torrents that it appears like one vast sheet of water. 
However, tiieir duration is not of long continuance, and a 
calm immediately succeeds, while the air is purified and 
loeee that sultry quality which makes respiration difficult 
and so much affects the system." 

About the middle of tiie afternoon of the day in ques- 
tion, the clouds directiy over tiie land began to assume a 
dngcdar a{^arance. They were fonned into fimtastic 
shapes, which might be likened to ships, houses, trees and 
a thousand other things that might be menti<Hied. In the 
course of half an hour or thereabouts, these clouds with 
all their peculiar forms and appearances coalesced, and 
formed one dense, black mass, in the shape of an arch or 
crescent, the extreme points resting upon the land. Yiyid 
lightnings were seen darting across this arch like fiery ser- 
p^ts, while the thunder, reyerberating through the lofty 
woods, seemed like a thousand pieces of ordnance dis- 
charged at tiie same moment. This arch gradually grew 
darker and still more dark, increasing in dimensions till it 
spanned the heavens &(»n mie part of the horiaon to its 
opposite. 
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Orders were given by our oaptain to furl every inch of 
canvas, which was immediately done, and we stood ready 
to receive the threatening tornado. The breeze that had 
been blowing in lightly from the ocean subsided into a per- 
fect calm. The lightnings now flashed across the mighty 
arch in such quick succession that it appeared like one 
continued sheet of liquid fire, while the thunder seemed to 
increase in power as it was echoed from the mountains and 
the forests. Never, before, do I recollect beholding so 
grand a sight! 

Our kroomen instinctively grasped their ^^ Fetish," and 
continually repeated at every report of the thunder, "Pa- 
laver in the bush !" " Grand palaver in the bush !" which 
pronounced in their simple way, caused us to smile, not- 
withstanding the threatening and awful appearance of the 
heavens. We soon began to feel a slight breath of wind, 
the precursor of the coming tempest, directly firom the 
land; and in a few moments we heard a low murmuring 
sound, like the breaking of the waves on a distant shore. 
This continued but a moment, when the dreadful storm, in 
all its concentrated fury, burst upon us at once with flood 
and fire, and such a tremendous gust of wind tiiat we were 
obliged to scud before it under bare poles. Every part of 
the heavens seemed to be living fire, the flashes of the 
lightning were so quick and vivid. The " war of ele- 
ments" was 80 terrible and loud that our ccnnmander's 
voice could scarcely be heard through a speaking-trumpet. 
The thunder was ahnost deafening. Our decks were im- 
mediately flooded with the deluge of rain, our scuppers 
being insufficient to discharge the heavy torrents which 
fell in one continued sheet, as if the whole contents of the 
dense clouds were poured upon us at the same m(xnmt. 
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We continued moving before the raging wind directly firom 
ihe land, and although our vessel was under ^^bare poles'' 
she seemed to move onward as fast as she usually did in a 
fine breeze with all sail set. The kroomen appeared 
frightened at the violence of this tempest, and as they 
grasped their '^Fetish" muttered some strange words, in 
their own tongue, doubtless a prayer to their own heathen 
deity. 

, In the course of half an hour after the fdiy of the 
storm burst upon us, the wmd abated, the rain ceased ; 
and in fifteen minutes more a calm succeeded. We expe- 
rienced the whole force of this tremendous tornado, fortu- 
nately, without receiving the least injury to the vessel or 
the crew. Poets may give enthusiastic descriptions of an 
Italian sunsei, and the clouds in their fantastic shapes, the 
moBt gorgeous hues imagination can devise ; but never do 
I wish to behold a more glorious and sublime appearance 
than was presented to us, as the sun in his decline reflect- 
ed upon the clouds, after this tornado on the Afirican coast. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



Easlt in the evenkig a E^t breeze sprung up fiom the 
land, as is usual on the western coast, and we immediatelj 
itood in for the shore dose-hauled to the wind, having 
be^i driven off several miles bj the violence of the tornado. 
When we had i^proached, as was supposed, within about 
three miles of ttM land, we continued on our course, under 
easy sail, occasionallj ^^throwing the lead" to ascertain 
by the deplh of water the safety of our navigation; and 
^en it was thou^t we were nearly <^posite a vfflage 
called by the natives ^^ Grand Bassam,'* at which place it 
was presumed we wi^t ^bsd a little trade, most of our 
sails were taken in lest we should pass it during the dark- 
ness. Am soon as day dawned upon us, however, we 
perceived that we had passed beyond the above mentioned 
village, some two or three miles. 

On this discovery our course was altered and we stood 
back for it, and soon anchored opposite the town. It was 
but a short time before numerous canoes surrounded us, 
and the natives came on board in such numbers that sev- 
eral times our crew were obliged to have recourse to their 
weapons, in order to intimidate them and prevent any more 
from CiHning on our decks. Some of these Africans 
seemed to evince a disposition to be contrary, and did not 
at all appear disposed to relish the prohibition; so much 
so that in several instances our men were compelled to 
place the points of their swords at their naked breasts and 
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threaten to run them throng if they attempted to adyance 
a smgle step over the yessel's side. 

It was several hours before we could haye an opporta- 
mtj of furling tibie sails and get timig^ in ship-shape, or 
arranged in any kind of order. All our arms and ammu- 
niti<»i were placed near ike companion-way, so that we 
could have recourse io them at a moment's warning. 
However, such an ocoasi<Hi as the use of deadly weap(mB 
by us, we sincerely hoped would not take place on ttiis 
coast, as we had no desire to spill a drc^ of &eir blood, or 
depnye a single one of these uncivilized, thou^ generally 
^ harmless beings, of life, uidess our own was in knminent 
danger. At many places along this coast, the natives 
seldcHsa carry any weapon about them, and if Hiey do, it is 
commonly nothing more than an orcBnary jack-knife, pur- 
chased of the Eurcqpean and American traders. But, at 
this place we observed that some of these people, who 
were alongside in their canoes, and also on board, were 
furnished with a kind of kmg Spanish knife thrust into a 
part of their tapp^ or waist cloths. This caused us to 
be more cm our guard, and keep a sharper look-out than 
we otherwise should have d(me. We had heard of vessels 
being assailed by the natives on this coast and every man 
on board murdered. We knew not but such might be our 
lot, although we saw no demonstrations of hostility on the 
port of these people: ewriosUy seeming to be tibieir pre- 
dominating principle. Still, being upon our guard as we 
were, at this place, I think it would have been a difficult 
matter for these people to have overpowered'us and taken 
possesion <^ our vessel, without great loss on tiieir part, 
as they were unfurnished with fire-arms. 

We did not purchase a sin^e article of these Africans, 
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till we had ererj thing on board arranged to our satiafiier 
tion. We then conunenoed a trade for suoh articleB as 
they had brou^t off, which, considering tiie number of 
canoes alongside, amounted to ahnost nothing at all. We 
pordiased a small quantity of pahn^il, a few sticks of 
ebonj wood, but not even a single scrivella oi hrory. 
Fruits and vegetables were {nmished ns in abundance; of 
tiie former there were oranges, lenums, bananas, plantains 
and a few delicious guavas. Among the vegetable pr^** 
ductions, yams, sweet potatoes, and a root called by the 
natives ^^ cassada," which when dried and pounded so as 
to be reduced neariy to the consistence of Indian meal, ji 
delicious in this state mixed with the gravy of a fricasseed 
chicken. For a leaf of tobacco and a pipe, we boug^it of 
these peoi^ two or three large pumpkins, which remin^bd 
us of our own Yankee land, at ^< thanksgiving time," irben 
tiie tables groaned beneath their burdens of *^ pumpkin 
pies and puddings." 

We also traded for fowls, bfards of various kinds, fishing 
lines manu&ctured by tiiemselves from the bark of a tree, 
a smsJl quantity of bird, (or as these people call it,) 
<^ malagetta pepper," two or tiiree littie pigs, and a sditary 
she-goat. All these purchases, as I observed above, were 
to us of trifling value, and hardly worth the purchase, as 
the majority of tiie articles mentioned may easily be 
obtained all along the coast. 

Western Africa is divided into tiiree parts, to each of 
which names have been given corresponding in some ie^ 
gree with the productions obtained at the different places 
along these shores. The first is called the ^^ Grain or 
Pepper coast," which commmices just below Sierra Leooe^ 
and terminates not fiur fr^m ^^ Grand Baasam." Between 
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Serra Leone and the latter place, althongh called the 
^^ Grain coast '' on the maps, which might lead any one to 
snppose that nothing of any yalne but ^^ grain'' could be 
obtained, still, articles of much more consequence than 
gram or pepper may be purchased on this part of the coast 
to remunerate &e European or American trader. 

We had found, at some places, an abundance of palm- 
^ At others, ivory, camwood, ebony, bees-wax, Mdes, 
and numerous other articles. Although ivory is frequent- 
ly obtained to windward of Grand Bassam, it is not often 
bund in any very large quantities. Our success in pur- 
ehasing this vsJuable article of trade above the latter place 
had been greater than usually happens to most traders 
along these shores. Gold is likewise obtained of the 
natives on the " Grain or Peppar coast," but generally in 
very small quantities, and the natives, who know the value 
of it by their traffic with the whites, demand such an ex- 
orbitant price for the precious metal, that it is scarcely 
an object to purchase it. We had foimd some of these 
Africans, with whom we trafficked for small quantities of 
gold, so well acquainted with our weights that it would 
have been almost an impossibility to deceive them, had we 
been so disposed. So many "fi,thoms" of cloth were 
required for an " acky " of gold, a weight equivalei^t to 
Aout a pennyweight. 

Just before our departure from Grand Bassam, some of 
the natives brought off a quantity of Malagatta, or birc^ 
pepper, in wicker baskets of their own manufacture. ^jiif| 
pej^r, when perfectly fresh, of a bright red and gr^en 
cdor, really looks beautiful. I think it is stronger than 
the cayenne, which it very much resepable?, when dried 
and pulverized. Notwithstanding this African pepper \s 
11 
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80 hot, the parrots we had on board would eat it as o«r 
fowls feed upon grain, without the least apparent, eftet 
being produced upon them. 

Having no farther traffic with the inhatHtants of Grand 
Bassam, before night set in we got under way and pro- 
ceeded onward with a li^t but fayorable breeze. Oar 
next destination was to try the traffic on the ^^Ivory 
Coast," and then continue on our way to the ^^QtAd 
Coast," the terminus line at this time extending but a 
diort distance beyond for trading vessels. 

Ehnina, a Dutch settlement, rituated a litde north or 
on this side of the equator, having a fort or castle to pro- 
tect it near the beach, was considered when we visited tfiis 
coast about ^e extreme limit of lawful trade along these 
shores. Beyond the Ime of the equator the horrid traffic 
in human fiesh wf(s carriea on unblushiu^y in the fSftoe of 
day, by beings who called themselves christians ! 

At the present time, however, trading yeesels traffic 
with the natives of the continent several degrees below or 
south of the equator. In consequence of the numerous 
cruisers of diffiarent nations constantly hovering near the 
cqast, for the purpose of suppressing the slave-rtrade, by 
capturing every vessel they can find engaged in this 
abominable business, the African seeing himself protected 
thus by armed ships, from the clutches of the man-stealor, 
now, at many places, fearlessly ventures on board trading 
vessels with his articles of merchandise, where, forroeriy, 
he would not dare to go, for fear of being kidnapped and 
pold into bondage. 

At many places the trade is carried on very differently 
from what it formerly was. The Europeans and Ameri- 
pans have small buildings erected on shore near the beach, 



dbyGoogk 



DBAXH AND BUSIAL 07 A SBAHAN. 128 

whioh they call &cUmes, where ariudeB lare deposited 
suited to tiie trade, leaYing one or two men to take charge 
of &em while ^e vessel i»roceeds on to try the traffic at 
ether plaoes fiurther down (ur up, as the case may be, and 
then return to the fiM^ries to ti^e on board whatever 
articles may have been purchased daring her absence. 

Jn the evening, a few hours after our departure fircm 
Grand Bassam, one ai our best hands was taken side wijth 
Afirican fever, and notwithstanding every attenti(m was 
paid him each moment of his sickness, the poor felkm 
lingered a few days and finally died off Ciqw Pahnas. 
Mortificati<m had taken place some time before his death* 
As soon as the breath had left the body interment or 
burial was necessary. After the unfortunate sailor began 
to mortify, as he laid in bis ber^ in the steerage, the most 
insdferable stench from the decaying flesh, forced us fixmi 
the cabin and we were oUiged to take our meals on deck, 
as it was impossible to remain below. Convinced he could 
not recover, none on board could say from his heart, that 
he regretted to hear ^ words, ^' po<»r Mtchell is dead !" 

Jn a <&nate like Africa decomposition is so rapid that 
the corpse must be hurried out of sight almost instantly. 
Theref<»re, in the early morning, before die sun had 
scarcely risen above the lofty trees of the contment but a 
few miles distant from us, the body ot our once gallant 
seaman was taken from his berth, brou^t upon deck and 
sewed up in his own hammock for a winding-sheet. To 
this was attached two or three heavy sticks of camwood 
before consigmng the lifeless remains to the deep. A 
{dank was placed about midships of the vessel, one end of 
which projected over the side. On this, the inanimate 
form of as noble a tar as ever lived was laid, the feet 
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pointmg to ilie watery element that waa to be its place of 
Bepultnre. This d<me, all hands were called to ttie 
^burial of &e dead!" Near Uie head of the corpse stood 
oar c{q>tam with an open prayer-book, from which he read 
the services adapted to so solemn an occasion, wfa3e tiie 
little groap of whidi our crew consisted were arranged 
atroond in a senn-circle witli uncovered heads, mournful 
and attentive hsteners to every word that fell from tlie 
captain's lips. When the words suited to the occasion 
were uttered, — " we now corndgn thy body to the deep,"— 
and the form of our once noble sailor gradually slid frxmi 
the plank into the water, not one amongst tibose who wit^ 
nessed the scene, (and some there were who had beheld 
death in almost every shape,) could refrain from brushing 
away the tears t^at glided in copious effusions adown ilieir 
sunburnt cheeks. And as the body sunk in the briny 
flood, and disappeared from our sight, at tiiis moment one 
simultaneous and sudden exclamation of horror burst from 
every bosom. The dorsal fin ot an enormous shitfk was 
seen approaching the vessel, and when within a hundred 
feet, disappeared heading in the very directi<m where our 
unfortunate sailor had sunk. We had no doubt that the 
poor fellow's Umib was in the horrid maw of this voracious 
monster. It has been said that sharks have been known 
to foUow vessels for a long while, where there has been 
sickness on board. Whether it be true or not I cannot 
say, as regards their keenness of scent in inducing them 
to Mk>w ships; but this I know, before we launched the 
corpse of our seaman into the deep, not a solitary fish of 
this species had been perceived by any one on board for 
soifie Hme ; therefore, it was with extreme surprise tiukt 
we witnessed the appearance of such a monster on so 
solemn an occasion. 
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During nearly the whole day after our seaman had re* 
ceiYed the last sad rites of sepulture^ a universal ^oom 
seamed to pervade every one on board, and weighed tiiem 
down like an incubus. Scarcely a word was spoken by 
any individual. Whatever was done was performed as it 
were mechanically, without having any particular object 
m view. Eortunately, during this, to us, gloomy day, it 
remained perfectly calm, and being several miles from 
land, not a canoe came off to us from the shore. Had 
our decks been crowded with natives, I do not think there 
was one on board who could have desired, under ihe cir- 
cumstances, to enter into traffic with them.. 

Althou^ a number of years have passed away since the 
{receding events transpired, and only one other besides 
mysetf, as fisuf as I know, is now living, who were witnesses 
to the solemn transactions of that memorable day, still, 
for my own part, I can assert that were I to live a c^i- 
tury, the scenes enacted as above described, would be 
almost as vivid i^n the tablet of memory as when they 
first occurred; for in youth the impressions made upon 
the mind are lasting, while ihose circumstances which take 
place in a more advanced stage <^ life frequ^tly pass 
away and are forgotten. 

Onie few days that eliqpsed from the time of our depar- 
ture from Qrand Bassam to the death and burial <^ our 
unfortunate sailor, off Ciq>e Palmas, were passed away 
with so litde advantage to ourselves, as regarded traffick- 
ing with the natives, that it is scarcely worth mentioning. 
To have one of the best hands, and he an American, 
struck down with African fever suddenly and unexpect- 
edly is enough to disimt any small crew on board a trad- 
ing vessel; for this fever is generally so fatal to Europeans 
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ancl Americanfl, that if a seaman be once prostrated with 
it, his brother tars think there is bat little chance cf 
recovery, and therefore abnost always give him up as a 
dead man. WhilQ tiie poor feOow lingered in his berths 
with the fjEktal disease preying upon him, not <me on board 
felt like transacting bnsmess ; and althou^ we passed by 
several small towns, we only stopped for a few hours oppo^- 
site one or two of them, where we trafficked finr some 
small scrivellas and a little palm-oil. 

The morning after the burial, a light breeze sprin^g 
up from the ocean, we stood in under easy sail for the 
land. At breakfast, seated near the galley, where o«r 
crew usually took their meals, each countenance of the 
little band seemed to be pervaded with a sadness rather 
uncommon among sea-faring men. Scarcely a word pass- 
ed between them during the repast. A beloved compan- 
ion *had been snatched from their circle, whose place they 
knew could not be filled. However, sailors it is well 
known, do not long give way to grief; and it is fortunate 
that such is the case, — for, were it usual on board a ship 
for the }(A\j sons of Neptune to give up to despondency, 
on mebmchcdy occasions, as landsmen often do, how fow 
of our vessels would be properly navigated. 

At an early hour in the forenoon, having i^proaoked 
within less than a mile of the shore, we found oursdlves 
off a small village called, '^Piccaninny" or '^little Bos- 
sam." As we observed several canoes pushing from ttie 
beach, our anchor was dropped, our sails furled, and 
preparations made to try the trade at this place. In a 
few moments fifteen or twenty canoes were alongskle. 
S(»ne of these contained a small quantity of ivory, mostly 
in ^^ scrivellas," but no large '^ elei^iaatf' teeth." Others, 
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had one, two or Uiree calabashes each of firesh pahn-oil, 
and the residue were supplied with fruits and vegetables. 
In a few hours we had purchased all of their little cargoes, 
and before night agiun set in, every native had left our 
decks and departed for tiie shore. Our traffic with these 
people was carried on in a remarkably quiet manner, and 
each native African seemed to be perfectly satisfied with 
the bargain he had made. Every individual of opr crew 
engaged with more animation in trading with these peace- 
able Bxti inoffensive people than would have been supposed, 
considering tihie sadness manifested in their countenances 
a few hours previous, when partaking of thdr morning's 
repast. 

Darkness had scarcely closed around us, ere our anchor 
was weighed, sail set, and our craft was slowly gliding 
along with a li^t land-breeie still farther down towards 
the leeward coast. The wind having freshened dmring 
the night, in tiie early morning before Sol's ruddy orb had 
risen above the distant hills of the continent, we found 
ourselves abreast of a considerable town. Supposing we 
should find a pretty flair trade from the appearance of the 
place, we immediately anchored and made preparations 
accordingly. Before time was ^ven us to arrange things 
on board to our satis&ction, more than fifty canoes were 
alcmgBide. We rejoiced to perceive some very large 
ivory or elephants' teeth in some of these, ivory being at 
tiie time the most desirable article of merchandise we 
couM obtain from these people. A tolerably brisk traffic 
80on commenced, after we became accustomed to the man- 
ner of transacting business witii these people. All the 
ivory they had brought off was soon in our possession, 
beside many other articles of value to us. I regret to 
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8aj however, that scarcely any thing was purchased from 
these Africans without bemg paid for in many instances 
ahnoat exclusively in " ardent spirits," their de«re for the 
^subtle poison" rendering it absolutely necessary for us 
to deal it out to tihiem in order to effect a trade ; still, ait 
that time it was not looked upon as such a heinous sin to 
deal in alcoholic liquors as it is at the present day. How^ 
ever, it is a melancholy consideration that ardent spirits 
were ever introduced, by civilized men, in their traffic 
with the natives of tins coast. 

K it be pernicious to the white man, who walks the 
earth more proudly than these unsophisticated people, and 
beholds them with contempt, because the God of the uni- 
verse has given th^n a complexion different from Ins own, 
and has endowed him as many think with a superior 
intellect, must it not be«j equally, or, in fact, still nuMre 
pernicious to the simple African, in whom the Creator has 
not so freely infrised the Ught of reason? Among our- 
selves, how many fsunilies have been brought to beggary 
and want by the too frequent use of the destructive "fire* 
water!" And not only to beggary, but a miserable ter- 
iKunation of existence and a premature grave. Slavery ! 
slavery is bad enough, even when painted in its mildest 
forms by the interested slave-dealer, or cruel task-master, 
and, thank God, the accursed traffic is abolished by most 
civilized nations! But ye enlightened ones of the earth, 
do you consider tiiat while your mandates have gone forth 
into all the world for the aboUtion of slavery, you are 
placing still heavier chains upon the poor African than the 
iron manacles of the slave-dealer, by permitting what may 
be in your power to prevent ? I mean the traffic in spir- 
ituous liquors on this coast. 
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In my hnmble opinion Aere have been more liyes de« 
^taroyed, indiMotly^ perhaps, by tiie use of ardent BfmtB 
amoaig tibese genersJly inofifonsiye* people, on Hkeir own 
ftriile (shores, tiian hj th^ lo^ of Hfe ^<m the middle 
yassage" after the poor wretehes have been sold into sla' 
rery ! It is a eanse of perpetual dkeord amongst them^ 
trhi«h had led and still leads to bloody and destnictiye 
vara amongst tfaemselres, and the oonquered party is sold 
into perpttoal bondage. Europeans! Amerieans! Men 
of all nations on the face of the civilized world! Why 
win you still continue to offer tiie poisoned chalice to the 
lips of tiie poor, benighted African? 

I have been informed, by a person who was on this 
coast a few years ago, that the deshre of some of the 
natives for ^^rum" was so great that they would run the 
risk of their lives to obtain it. He stated to me that 
while he iTas on shore with a coddidei^ble quantity of 
liquor in kegs left in his charge for a short time, the rest 
ef the crew having gone on board tiiehr vessel, anchored 
a short distance from tiie beach, that three of the blacks 
eaiAe np to him and taking up a keg of liquor each, made 
ijS with their booty, threatening the man with significant 
gestures to run him through if he resisted, two of their 
number being armed with long Spanish knives. 

In our own country, particularly in the New-^England 
States, many of the people's eyes are opened, and thd 
li^t shines in one full blaie upon tiie retina ! Gb for- 
ward, ye i^ulanthropsts in the ^^ temperance cause," atid 
rsBcne millioDS yet unborn from tiie ^' drunkard's grave !" 
If yom persevere in the holy cause, not only will our own 
GOdntry and Europe rejoice tiiat a demon has ceased to 
rrigU) that has made so many ^^ totter to tibeir ruin," but 
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jrou will do more— 'jrou -will, 6nallj| by wiihholdiBg the 
aocurMd poison from her shores, make beni^ted Africa 
q1^> her handd fcH* joy ! 

Before we left this plaee, one of oar kroomea desired te^ 
go on shore, as he had firiendfl in the towni He was % 
good, faithful kader, and we parted from him with consid- 
erable regret. When he finally took leave of as, presents 
were made him bj our conunander, with which he appeared 
to be highly gratified. However, to compensate us for 
his loss, in some degree, two other kroomen from the viU 
lage, presented their ^^ books,'' or letters of reoommenda* 
tion to our captain, both of whom having very satisfactory 
credentials from masters of vessels in whose service they 
had been employed, they were immediately engaged on 
board, and we subsequently found, by their qualificar 
tions as traders and interpreters with their brethren along 
the coast, that we were fortunate in obtaining their assia* 
tance. 

Towards night most of the natives departed for the 
shore. A few lingered behind till the sun had quenched 
his fires in the western waters, and when we signified to 
them that they must leave us, as we were going to get un^ 
der way, they, by their looks, expressed regret ; and as 
their canoes put oflf from the vessel's side, to proceed to 
the shore, they cast several ^^ longbg, lingering looks be- 
hind." In our passage thus fSur, we had passed many 
places at which we did not stop to make any trade, as wd 
were informed there was nothing to purchase but fowls, 
fruits, vegetables, etc., which may be had, (as I have be* 
finre stated,) on almost any part of the coast. A fowl 
may be obtained for a leaf of tobacco and a jipe, the 
osoal price demanded for them at almost every place we 
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•topped, the natives generally being very fond of smoking. 
Fruits and vegetables niay be had at any price you see fit 
to ^ve, on account of iheir superabundance, t do tK>l 
fiiink the white traders on this coast, have conferred any 
benefit upon the sable Africans, by introducing " tobacco ^^ 
amongdt them. We found that many of these people were 
addicted to excessWe smoking, as well as drinlong, and 
these two evils, conjointly, are inevitably destructive to 
the sti^ongedt constitution. We saw instances ef this in 
tome of the i^tivdd, with bodies emaciat^d> cheeks sunk^^ 
en, eyes dull and destitute of brilliancy, tottering along 
(he deck like living skeletons. 

At the time we were on this coast, (as 1 previously stat>> 
ed,) neither our commander nor any one on boafd were 
ftware of the consequences to these poor heathen, or 
ficarcely, perhaps, even thought of the iAiqtdty ef dealing 
out to l^em these two articles, (I mean rum and tobacco,) 
which are so destructive to the human race* Alsiong civ- 
ilized men, an evil of this kind may be sooner remedied 
than amongst savage w semi-K^ivilized bemgs. With the 
forn^er, a sense of shame withholds them from indulging 
in any excess to which the majority of a people in a com- 
munity have affixed their veto. With the latter, it is dif- 
ferentv Like the brutC) they have n6 sense of shame to 
withhold them, and they will not confine themselves within 
any reasonable limits — satiety, only, puts a barrier upon 
their indulgence. I hope the diy will yet arrive when 
" rum and tobacco" will not be considered as an article of 
traffic on the African coast ; totj with the majority of 
these people, " total abstinence " is, perhaps, the only 
remedy. And how shall they libstain from these evfls, 
while the white eaan is continually, for the sake of their 
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gold, presenting them to their lips ? In our oooimunifyy 
*^ Temperance Societies/' and '^ Anti-'Tobacco Societies/' 
are formed, to do away with the '^ ardent " and the ^^ DOzioiB» 
weed," while thousands of gallons of the forsier, and aft 
many hogsheads of the latter, are shipped from the United 
States of America^ amroallj, to the shores of Africa, and 
there ^^ retailed out " to the natives along tiie coast, while 
the white man is enriched, and the poor, simple Ethiopian 
is destroyed ! This is a sad picture, yet I regret to say^ 
to our shame, it is true. 

After leaving ^^ Piccaninny Bassam," the following 
looming, about eight o^cIock, we arrived off Bassa, a smaU^ 
village, situated at the entrance of a river of the same 
mxxte ; near the beach which skirts the diore at this jJaoe, 
we saw a large iaree, called by the natives ^' Bassa tree." 
What we call a large tree, would be a mere sapling conn 
pared with some of these African trees, the growth of 
centuries. A gentleman informed our captain that he had 
seen one, the circumference of which was more than seven 
hundred feet. This may seem incredible to ibe majori^^ 
of readers, but I have no doubt of the trutib, from what 
we had seen with our own eyes. That seen by the gentie' 
man, as above stated, was probat>ly one of those species 
80 beantifiilly described by ^' IkGlton," in hia ^^ Paracfise 
Lost:" 

'^Brancbiag 8o broad and longf 
That in the gronnd, the bended tw^ take root, and daoghten gioW 
Abont the mother tree, a piUared shade, h^h ovei^arched, 
And echoing walks between. Where oft the Indian herdsman, 
Shunning heat, shelters in cool, and tends fak pastnriDjg herds 
At loop-holes, cnt through thickest shade.'' 

The mtuation of this little village or hamlet, was de-' 
lightful. A meandering river passed by the thatefaed huts 
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or eottegos of the inhabitniitB, in its pmage to ibe shora. 
Ab we andiored within a short distance of the beach, the 
fcn^ and qMtfkling sands, of a yellowish eolor, reflected 
tiiroag^ ttie rays of the sun upon the eye of the obserrer, 
kad the af^pearance of an extended sarftce of shimng 
gcM^and seemed, literally, as in the beantifiil lines of 
Bishop Heber, that here ai least, 

BoU down her golden Muida.^ 

Near their little dwellings, we coold distinctly peroeirei 
flpom oar deeks, several groupe of men, wom^ and children^ 
aome redmmgi others standing in the shade of the palm 
and cocoa trees, while several of th^ nlen were to be seen 
at the same time, xxpoa the beach, in the act of poshing off 
iheir canoes. The waters of the Atlantic vied with the 
eearoiean arch above, ihe sky nnflecked by a nngle cloiid) 
it3 ser^uiy was reflected in the jdacid bosom of the ocean 
as in a minxur, and gently breaking in tiny waves upon the 
diore, seemed, as each little billow broke into foam-beada 
wpon its smooth and even sar£BM;e, like strings of snowy 
peaa^, carelessly thrown upon a vast carpet of {jittering) 
virgin gold. 

As the eye wandered from the marg^i of the beach to 
the back-gronnd of the scene beytmd the village, the view 
was extremely beautiful. Trees of every variety and 
growth, in all tiie luxuriance of this fertile climate, threw 
a eocding shade beneatii their broad-spreading, branches. 
Some in an early dtage of iheir growih, others peering in 
towering pride above the rest, like giants looking down 
upon pigmies. It was a spot, I thought, could it be tntfUH 
fcttted to the vicinity of Boston, where 1 should be happy 
to pass my life. At least sock was the impresncm made 
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upon my jtmtfifol mind at the time. Bat iliis beautiful 
Aeene, ti^ enchanting prodpect, appeared to lode half itd 
byelinees when we came in contact with its inhabitants. 

As nsnal at most of the viHages along this coast, a short 
time after we anchored, several canoes came alongside, in 
toe of which was the ^^ head man," who oftciated in the 
capacity of king, chief or roler, of the people of this 
small town cm the sea ^ore. The first question he asked 
when he stept up<m tiie deck of our vessel, was for " dash,^* 
Of j^ass of rum, which we were obliged to g^ve him, bs 
wdl as seTeral of Ae attendants who accompanied him^ 
b order to ^^ make trade." Many of these Africans who 
YifliAed us at this place, I regret to say^ appeared to be li 
imieraUe, degraded set of beings, and withal, very saucy 
tad impudent. We presumed they had beeii, ab^ut thi) 
tme, in almost daily intercourse wit^ the crews of ti^adin^ 
T tio e l e, and had been abundantly suppGed with intoxicat- 
ii^ liquors, tiieif deSire for which had become So craving 
that they could not do without the ^^ subtle poison." We 
porehased of them only a little palm-oS and a few small 
smvellas, and hastened ouf depaftur^ ad dooii ad pddsible> 
for we soon perceived that our traffic with such people 
would not amount to much. 

When we signified to them to go ashore, as ni^t was 
approaehing, and we intended getting under way, it wai 
witii considerable difficulty that they could be persuaded 
to leate the vessel. To ttie very last moment they were 
<m board, tiieir cry was for dash ! dash ! dash ! or in other 
words, mm ! rum ! rum ! I assure the reader, that the 
appearance of this place by no means corresponded with 
its inhabitants, whose hap^nness had, undoubtedly, in a 
great degree, be^oi destroyed by their intercourse with the 
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mioBndj dirirtiaii f^ie Man, wlio Aret introdtto^d aleo* 
hoiic licpK»r8 amoDgrt these formerly sobwr, inaoetfiit) audi 
gMieraUj harmleif pec^. 

At an early hour in the evming, befinre the dtadee of 
ni^t had &Uen around us, we made aail* The breeie 
tha4 had been U^tlj blowing fixnn the sea till jaflft before 
lonsei) had died away, and in its stead li^t airs fiE^nn ttie 
land partially filling onr eanvas, impelled oar oraft so 
gently throi^^ the water, Aat were it not for ttie gentle 
murmuringi at the bow, and the beads ol silvery foam 
left in hei* wake on either side, our pn^ress thronj^ the 
almoBt mirrored bosom ci the yielding elaoaent would hare 
been scarcely percep^le. £very ihtng above and aroimd 
na was hoshed into comparative silence now, when con- 
trasted with the coiifi]^<m, noise and bustle of a deck ftiH 
of turbulent natives, a few hours before. Casting my 
eyes through the dim twilij^t towards the village we were 
leaving, not even a solitary li^t was vidiUe amidst tiie 
Clfi^ring huts, scattered here and there near the beadi. 
No living thing could be perceived of either man or beast^ 
en or near ihe shore. A few canoes only, were to be seen 
in several spots, hauled up some distance firom the water, 
V^n the golden sands. 

By Ae time night had fuUy set in, the li^t airs that 
gpntiiy fanned us along, finally deserted us, and ihe sur* 
fode of the sea was as smooth and even as a mirrc^. Oo- 
caiHon^y, a feint breath of air wafted towards ud firom the 
land, bearing upon its wings the most delici<Mi8 and grate- 
^ perj^e. A more serene and delightful evening coidd 
not be imagined. Not a cloud was visible to obseul^ a 
mn^e stellar gem, tiiat sparkled Hke j^tering di»nonds 
through the dear, transparent ether, from the vaulted 
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arch above. Each twinkling star, distincflj reflciefced ia 
the boeom of the ocean, gave to it the appearaiee of ai^ 
other concave, with all its inde^ribable brij^tnclaB and 
gloiy'-^and as the eye wtadered from the heavens above 
to ^e waters beneath, it seemed that our vessel was liter^ 
ally suspended in mid air, between two heavens. It was 
an evening I shall ne'er forget, and as long as reascm^ 
lasts, it will be often called distinctly to my remembrance. 
I was seated near the companion-way, on deck, at the sid^; 
ot the captain^ who was niy father, (but, alas I his mortal 
remains now repose on those very shores, tiien dimly seem 
in the distance.) Pointing to the diadem of night, stnd* 
ded with the handiwork of the Creator, ^' Dost thou be* 
hold (said he,) those nunute and ahnost imperceptiUe 
stars, that glitter in y<mder vaulted heavens ? Each of 
those shining points which thou seest, is, doubtless, a sun^ 
giving li^t and heat to worldd revolving ai^und it, as our 
sun irradiated and wurms the little globe on which we live* 
What tiiou beholdest with the naked eye^ is but a very 
small part, and sinks into imnguiiScanoe, in comparison to 
the innumerable resplendent gems which the telescope un-> 
folds to tiie vision. Worlds beyond woiflds ; cyrdtems be*- 
yond systems, roll unconfined in th^ orbits, through th0 
inunensity of space, and each world peoided, undoubtedly, 
by a race of intelligent beings. If (sdid he,) this earth om 
which we dwell were destroyed and annihilated, idthouf^ 
it a|^»ears so grand and of such large dimensions to us^ it 
would no more be missed from the milli^is of (Mrbs thai 
revolve in &e heav^ois, than would a single atom, or a 
grain of sand on the sea-shore. The telescope, it is time, 
assists the eye to discover countless myriads of those 
twinkling stars ; but what are &ey to the millions upon 
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irili<Mis still bejcmd tlie reach of the telescope ? No hu- 
man computatioii ooidd number them — no human intellect 
eoold comprehend t^em. The distance (said be,) to the 
nearest of tiiose glittering points is so immense to our fee- 
ble iBteHect, that it would require ahnost unnumbered 
years to reach it, though urged on with the velocity of a 
eaoBon ball. You are well aware (he observed,) how long 
it has required us to reach ttiis coast, a distance of only a 
few thousand miles. We have sailed over a trackless 
ocean, and buffeted the storm and the tempest, to reach 
tiie place where we now are. The distance has appeared 
to us great. But to reach the nearest of yonder luminous 
bodies, (wero. such a thing posdble,) wi^ the utmost ve- 
locity our vessel could be urged by the breath of heaven, 
we have no numbers by which the time could be com- 
puted!" 

Sudb language as this, (or nearly of the same import,) 
addressed to me at such a time, in such a place, thousands 
<^ miles from home, and on the African coast, is indelibly 
imprinted on my mind. It unfolded to my youthful intel- 
lect what I had never even thou^t of in the same li^t 
before. It was, to me, the commencement of an enquiry 
mto the'stupendous works of the Creator's wisdom. Al- 
though it is not in the power of man fully to comprehend 
ttem, it is a satisfSsbciion to be able to have but a fsunt con- 
ception of the handiwork of the Ruler of the Universe. 
Tet how frail a thing ; how insignificant is man, when 
emnpared with Him who spake but the word, and millions 
of worlds rolled in regular orbits through the immensity 
of space I 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



DuRiKa the ni^t referred to in the last chapter, we 
made bat little progress onward, tiiere hemg scaroel j win4 
enou^ to ruffle the smooth surface of the water, or half 
fill our sails, ^e current set us along at the rate of one 
or two knots per hour, and by day-break the fdlowing 
morning, we found ourselves abreast of a small, desdate 
looking place, called l^boo, where a few huts could be 
perceived, near a beach of whitish sand. It could not be 
called a town, village or hamlet, there were so lew human 
habitations. I should not think the number of huts, as 
far as we could see, amounted to more than fifte^i or 
twenty. At first sight our captain iiiou^t it not worth 
while to anchor. But, perceiving several of the natives 
stirring upon tiie beach, in the act of pushing off their 
canoes, he finally concluded to drop anchor and ^^ ta-y tbe 
trade '' at this small place. 

Our anchor had hardly touched the bottom, ^before a 
dosKn or more canoes were alongside, and in a short tmie 
we presumed the greater portion of the population of the 
little settlement were on board our vessel. We were 80<m 
convinced that tiiese people were not so destitute <^ arti- 
cles of tiraffic as the appearance of the place indicated, for 
in the course of the day we succeeded in purdiaong two 
or three large teeth of ivory, besides several smaller (mes, 
or scrivellas. We also obtained some palm-oil, a few fowls 
of a larger sixe than usual, and a number of dooens of 
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goody firesh eggs. Oranges, bananas and plantains were 
brought off to us in abundance, which we purchased at al- 
most anj price we chose to give. In one of the canoes a 
native had brought alongnde three or four beautiful Mus- 
oovj ducks, which our captain desired to buy of him. 
Many liberal offers were made, which he obstinately re- 
fused, as if he did not wish to part with them. Tobacco, 
Tum, baftas, beads, medallions, and trinkets of various 
kinds were offered (me after another, but still without sue- 
oess, no heed being taken to such as almost any other Af- 
tican along the coast, would have considered very genera 
ous oifers. The ducks looked so tempting that tiie c^)- 
tain was determined to purchase them, if the thing were 
posfflble. As every othr had been tiius fieur rejected, it 
pmded oar commander what next to show tiie owner of 
the Muscories, that might happen to suit his fiistidioos 
taste ; and what think you, reader, was the article that 
caused the obstinate African at lengtii to yield up Ids so 
much coveted property, consisting of four beautifial, round 
bodied, foil-breasted ducks of tiie species above-mentioned, 
liter rejecting offers of more tiian ten tames the value ! 
I will tell you in a few words : simply a pretty, good-sized 
^* ckUcPa trumpet^^ which tiie captain haj^ning to think 
of, among the toys on board, had one brouf^t to him from 
ttie cabin, and applying it to his mouth, blew one or two 
Masts, as loud and shrill as his breatii would permit, close 
to tke ear of the native African, which operating like 
magM) upon the artless, unsuspecting negro, finally c^ti- 
y^^adi him in a moment, to such a degree, that he seized 
tike trumpet, turned it over and over as if he wished to 
find out whence the sounds issued, and applying it to his 
^k lips, succeeded in blowing it so as to send forth those 
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Bhrillj notes so discordant to the chastened ear of the 
white man, but to this simple native seemed, on the con- 
trary, to make him frantic with joy. 

Tina unsophisticated son of Africa pleased with a mere 
toy, the plaything of a child, went away satisfied, and re^ 
signed his ri^t and title of the beautifrd Muscovies to us. 
So it is the world over, where we often find men even 
among civilized and refined nations, who like this siu^^e 
African, are 

'' Pleased with a ratUe; tickled wiOi a straw." 

Among the natives we had on board during the day, », 
very few^f them seemed to have any great desire for 
rum or tobacco. We presumed it was owing to the little 
intercourse they had had with trading vessels; the ap- 
pearance and diminutiveness of their village not being 
Bufficientiy imposing to attract the attention of traders 
sailing down the coast All those we trafficked with were 
remarkably civil, and appeared to be perfectiy honest, for 
I think we did not miss a single article of any kind, or 
detect one of these peo^de in the attempt to take any 
thing from us. ff we could judge from what we saw in 
their conduct while trading with them, we should infer 
they were a happy people. 

Our success in trafficking with the people of this littk 
place so £Eur exceeded our expectations that our captain 
thought it advisable, subsequentiy, to stop at almost every 
village on our way along the coast, however insignificant 
it might appear; the small number of vessels viuting 
them giving us a better opportunity of a profitable trade, 
m receiving such articles as they had been able to collect 
in their intercourse with their native brethren of the in- 
terior country. 
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In the afternoon when we had exhausted them of every 
flimg worth receivmg, we were amused by seeing several 
of these Afiicans fishing in their canoes betwixt us and the 
shore. Their manner of fishing was so similar to other 
jJaces which I have before described, that I will not weary 
the reader wilh an account of it. Suffice it to say, that 
we were in a short time furnished with an abundance of 
dehcious fish. 

The canoes of these people were not so ingeniously 
constructed as many we had before seen. They were 
ndther so light, nor so ^^ ticklish'' as the kroo-canoe. 
Biey appeared as if they were chiselled out with rough 
tools firom a log of wood, and had flat bottoms. However, 
they paddled them along with considerable velocity. The 
great distance some of these people travel in their frail 
canoes is truly wonderful. Our kroomen informed us 
that instances have been known of one or two of the 
natives starting from Sierra Leone in one of the kroo- 
canoes, and traversing the coast along shore to the dis- 
tance of hundreds of miles. In fact, we ourselves saw 
an instance of the kind while on the coast. A canoe ar- 
rived at Ehnina while we were there, bringing letters 
safely secured in a tin box from a master of a vessel a 
great distance to windward. 

We noticed that the natives of Timboo had the same 
superstitious notions as others with whom we had traffick- 
ed thus far along these shores. The majority of them, if 
not every individual who came upon our decks, had the 
all-powerful "Fetish" suspended from their necks. We 
frequently observed them, at different times during the 
day, hold this idol to their mouths, mutter something en- 
tirely unintelligible to us, and then spit upon it. We 
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proBQindd it was an myocatum to their heathen deity to be 
propitious to them in their traffic, fishing, and daily avo- 
oations* We perceived also, that these Afiioans, like all 
the others with ifhfom we had traded at the varioiis pkoes 
where we had stopped, seemed to have an idea of a Bvpe- 
rior Intelligence, or a Being that was able to reward m- 
pmiish them. I have frequently thought of the eSorts 
that have been made, and are still making by cfariatiaxis 
in different parts of the worid, to evuigeliae the heatlMn 
by sending missionaries amongst them to propagate tke 
gospel of Jesus Christ It appears to me that but laMle 
progress could be made <m some parts of this coast, in 
converting the natives to christiaiiity. 

Li my humble opinion^ the white man in hisdesire for 
wealth, has almost irretrievably ruined thousands of the^e 
poor beni^ted people, by continualfy exciting their thirst 
tea ardent ^irits. Many of them by acquiring a tae^ 
for the deleterious thing, have indeed debased themsdvee 
lower in the scale of the creation than the brute — fisur, 
Sbmt beneath what they were before they came in contact 
with jlie white man — the civiloed man — the dbristian ! 
I have been credibly informed, that even at the present 
day, (notwithstanding the progress that has been made to 
enli^ten a porticm of benighted Africa, by the e&rts of 
the Colonization Society and the settlement at libeiia,) 
the very identical vessel that has taken out the devoted 
and pious misoonary to this colony, has, also, carried be- 
neath her hatches that ^^ subtle poison" so destructive to 
the poor African, and in fact to the whole human race — 
ardent spirit! Therefore is it reasonable to suppose that 
while these poor wretches are continually furnished with 
inebriating liquors, and muskets, powder, and balls, to 
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meown^ tiiem to destroy eadi oth^ or make oapthres of 
their hretbren to be sold to the white man for alayea-^I 
ny, k it reasonable to presnmey under such circomstanoeB 
as ihese, that any very great soeoeas should follow the 
efforts of the ohristian missionary in oonrerting sneh a 
ps(^e from tibe worship of their idols <Mr ^^Fetishes" to 
drtistianity? 

At the close of the day, when all the natives had de- 
parted for the shore, we set sail with a light breeze still 
Mowing in from the ocean, and soon left Timboo and its 
oiril inhabitants behind ns. We headed one or two pcnnts 
off the land so as to ffye it a pretty good berth during the 
ni^t for fear of meeting with rocks or shoals. Some- 
times, acc(»rding to the appearance of the coast, we kept 
off a distance of several miles, whereas during the day 
we often approached within a few furlongs of the sandy 
beach, generally extending along the whole line of shore 
from Sierra Leone to the equator. 

In saiHng along the coast by day we could approach 
8ii£Sciently near the land to see, distinctly from our decks, 
the little thatched huts of the inhabitants, clustered togeth- 
er in their diminutive towns or villages like so many bee- 
hives, the majority of the dwellings of these Africans 
bdng of a conical shape. K we thought, by the appear- 
ance of any place, there was the least chance of making 
any trade, our usual method was, on arriTing abreast of 
it, to fire a gun, and if we saw a few canoes putting off, 
drop anchor and have every thing in readiness for traffic 
by the time the natives came alongside. Sometimes we 
remained but a feiy hours opposite some of these villages. 
At others, two or tiiree days, depending altogether upon 
our success in obtaining i|uph articles as we were in search 
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of. At 8<Hne places their maimer of trading was more 
tedious, often requiring a whole day to transact the same 
amount of business that we had transacted at other places 
in two or three hours. 

The trade, also, differs very much along this coast, as 
the taste or fkacj of the natives vary. At a few towns, 
we found ^^ cowries," a sort of shell which passed for cur- 
rent money, the only medium by which we could traffic 
with a portion of the inhabitants. And they were as good 
judges of this singular currency as our brokers are of 
gold or silver coin. For instance, our captain having 
obtained a few hundred of these shells at Sierra Leone, 
for the purpose of using them at those places where they 
were in demand, offered several of them to a native in 
payment for a small scrivella of ivory. The African eye- 
ing them closely and turning each one over separately in 
his hand, returned four or five of them back to the cap- 
tain, and looking up into his fisbce with that peculiar 
expression which none but an African could assume, sidd 
in broken English, " Capitan no cheetee me." " Me know 
cowrie too well!" Sure enough, on a close examination 
of these shells, that were returned, it was plainly perceived 
that they were not like those which were considered as gen- 
uine. A portion of the black enamel was deficient on one 
end of each of this singular com, or article of currency 
among these people, and therefore was rejected by the 
shrewd African as spurious, or at least useless in the way 
of business. 

Our captain, however, was innocent of the cheat if he 
had been imposed upon. The residue in his possession 
were passed off among other natives in return for their 
merchandise without any further difficulty. None were 
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iffje^eij aldioagh iliey looked very nearly like thoee 
iMdk ike ctmning and direwd African had returned as 
Worthless. 

We found that the principal articles of traffic, required 
by us in our intercourse witti the people of this coast st 
iii» time we visited it, were muskets, powder, tobacco, 
mm, ffn in case bottles, blue baftas or coajfse India cotton, 
trinkets and toys of various kinds, pipes, etc., etc. Thus 
we continued, after leaving the pkce last mentioned, jog- 
png along slowly by night, and generally stopping during 
the day to **try tiie trade " at whatever place offered the 
least inducement for tiiis purpose. At one little town, 
periiaps, we would succeed in bartering with the natives 
for only a few gallons of pahn-oil. At another we were 
fortunate enou^ to obtain a quantity of ivory, either in 
faffge teeth or scrivellas. The palm-oil was always brou^t 
off to us in calabashes containing from one to five gallons, 
which we generally purchased at very moderate prices. 
We often bought a full calabash of the largest size for a 
"fetiiom,** or two yards of coarse blue cotton, in value 
about twenty-five cents to us ; while the palm-oil, on ar- 
riving home, would net three times that amount per gallon. 
This artide is easily obtained by the inhabitants of this 
fertile coast, the palm growing spontaneously almost 
throughout the whole extent of West Africa. Its fruit, 
the palm-nut, is about the size of a chestnut, and of nearly 
the same color, but of rather an oblong diape. When 
fully ripe it is taken from the tree and boiled a certain 
length of time, in a large vessel of water, till the oil riseji 
upon the surfiu^. It is then skimmed off and when cool 
a ttniij for sale. 

One of the most singular properties of this tree, how- 
12 
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ever, is the ^^ssq)," whioh on tapping ibe tree in afanosi 
any part, trunk or branches, neiuiy in the same way ir6 
do our maples, a milk-white, watery substance issues fiponi 
it almost as freely as fh)m a fountsun. This is one of tlie 
most cooling and delicious drinks that any one could' deMre 
in a climate like^frica. The name ^ven to this nectar, 
by the early ^a^ors on this coast was "palm- wine," a 
very suitable one for so agreeable a beverage ; however, 
it has no intoxicating qualities, and a quart may be drank 
at a time without the least injurious effect. It is to be 
regretted that this palatable and innoxious drink could not 
be preserved, for in a few hours after running £rom ^be 
tree (which is generally tapped in the early morning,) it 
turns almost as sour as vinegar and is unfit to drink. 

We passed a number of small towns, not thinking it an 
object to stop and " try tiie trade," as our kroomen Inform- 
ed us that all their articles of any value had been exhausted 
at these villages by two En^h vessels, which had Inus 
tered with the natives for a considerable amount of ivoty. 

One evening, just after sunset, as we were slowly sail- 
ing along with a moderate breeze firom the sea that was 
perceptibly dying away, as usual on this coast at the doee 
of the day, and something of a swell setting in fir(mi tlie 
ocean, (the wind having been pretty fresh during the 
afternoon,) we thought it advisable to haul our wind aad 
brace up as sharp as possible lest the under^tow and BweU 
should force us too near the shore, and endanger the safety 
of the vessel. However, notwithstanding all our precau- 
tions, having as we thou^t made all the observations 
necessary before nightr-fidl, we were near being lost. Not 
having sufficiently calculated for the current that was 
driving us ahmg at a rapid rate, and before we bad time 
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to. tUok of aoj dtyager* being neftr, the ciy of ^' breaken 
^bead! breakers ahead!" startled ererj one on board, and 
ibr a abort tune ereated a panie amcmg onr crew, being 
Qaptiepared for so sadden and unexpected an alarm. Our 
captain, who was in the cabin at ^e time, instantly has- 
tened <m deck, ordered the ^^ hekn a-lee " bringmg the ves- 
sel inunediately to the wind and partiaUj shivering the 
aaik, wUle at the same time he threw over the lead as we 
swifflj ^ded bj a large rock some two or three miles 
£com the shore, over whidi the sea, as its surges heaved in 
from the ocean, dadied into snow-white foam, and wo were 
so near that a ship biscuit could have been easily tossed 
from the hand on to its very centre. It was a moment of 
intense anxiety. Not a word was spoken till the threat- 
ened dang^ was passed. Our captain often afterwards 
dbeerved that it was impossible for any one to have iiio 
friintest idea of his feelings, when drawing up the lead 
near that rock, and finding not more than six inches of 
vater between the bottom and the keel (di the vessel. 
And had she struck, the strong current and the sea, still 

. agitated by the breexe that had been blowing fresh a short 
time previous, would in a short time have made a complete 
wredc of our craft, and peiiiape have caused the destruc- 
tkm of every soul <m board. We all had reason to be 

'gmlkeM for such a narrow, hur-breadth escape from ship- 
wreck; and subsequently when standing off shore during 
tbe nigjkt, a sufficient distance was kept from land or rodcs 
till da^-lij^t shew us our whereabouts. 

ir During tha night afi^r we passed Uie (to us) almost 
£ital rock, we continued along, under easy sail, a consid- 
erable distance from the land, a light breeae &nnmg us 
teoQg^ the Boaooth element at the rate of two or three 
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knote per hoar. Early tiie fbllowihg monimg we stood m 
nearer the shore, and found by obsenratioii fhii we hsd 
entered ik» waters of ttie (so ealled) <«Bottoailees Kb/! 
situated between Cape Pahnas and Gapf Three P<^nt». 
It seems istfaer smgular that the water at this pbee, inttte 
one or two miles of the sh<n«, shonld be so deep thai ill 
has nearly the same odor as the water in tfie middle of 
the Atlantio, iqipearing so ^^ deeply, daridy, hemsSMfy 
blue/' eontrasted with the greensh tinge of the same el^^ 
ment seen on soondings or near the land. 

Tht name of Bottomless Pit, for aoght I know, nmj 
haTe been justly given to it, but I should have doubts of 
its being ^^fierthomless," aUhou^ we had not euriositjr 
eoKM^ to ascertain die fitct by sounding. 1%at it b veiy 
deep cannot be denied; for shallow water neyer assumeer 
such a cerulean hue. While we were saHing Arou^ it » 
beautifid dolphin sported around us, making it indeed aqp- 
pear asif we were off soundings ni Ihe midst of the ocean.* 
We should have been hi^y gratified could we have suc- 
ceeded in taking the noble stranger; but all our efforts 
were unavailing, as he would ndther bite at flie hodc, ndr 
did he approach near enough for us to dart ike harpoon or 
gpaans into him. He seemed to be alone, a sectary wan^' 
derer, periiape, firom the deeper and more distant watm 
of hie own Atlantic home, where he had strayed fWnn Us 
mate. Before noon, we had passed over this ocean in 
miniature, ov Bottomless Pit, into soundings of a rery fo# 
fathoms, and on lookmg round for the beautafol ddphin we 
could see nothing of him, he, doubtless, preferring to re- 
main in deeper water, and therefore took leave of us. A 
diort time after meridian we stood in towards the diore 
and anchored off Cape Lahou. We had scarcely dropped . 
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{Aohor before sereral canoes were aiosgride; some nilh 
pinretg and p«roquetB, tbe latter with kng tail-feathers 
qi^re liiaii a foot in lengthy afid of the most splendid coloni 
^ the eye oould desire to bdndd. We were not long in 
|vchaeing firom these pe(^6 nearly all thdr little cargoes, 
^ vsij moderate prk^es. In the course of the afternoon, 
two or three larger cargoes came off, brinfpng a consider^ 
liUe quantity of ivory, ihis part of the coast being properiy 
called the ^^ Tooth or Ivory Coast," as denoted on the 
s^ajp. We pordiased all they had, amounting to several 
1^^ and beautiful teeth, at very reasonable prices, con- 
flidering its value to us, paying them in various articles, 
s^h as powder, muskets, blue baftas, tobacco, pipes, a 
fittie nun, besides toys and trinkets of various kinds,, with 
which they appeared to be perfectly satisfied. 

With these people we did not have to go throu^ sudi 
a long and tedious process of traffic or barter, as at many 
other places where we had stopped on the coast. The 
articles, it is true, that we had to o&r them for their 
ivory, were paraded on deck as usual, opposite each tooth 
which we desired to purchase. Our kroomen, wlK>m we 
had retained as traders and interpreters, signified to their 
hcother AfricanB what our captain offered for such a par^ 
ticular tooth of ivory, and the trade was consummated, 
generally, without many ^^ dashes" or a very protracted 
"^palaver." We frequently had forty or fifty of these 
p^ple on our decks at once. They were very civil, and 
did not seemed inclined to pilfer. Amidst the confusion 
caused by so many natives being on board, holding a 
^^jialaver," with the confounded chattering <^ mcmkies; 
th^ baaing of goats; the screaming of parrots; the cadsr 
ling of hmis; and last, but not least, the ''cock's shrill 
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clarion," all the fowls in one of the coops on deck, 
amounting to some thirty or forty, by some accident, duis 
ing the noise and uproar, escaped from their priscm. No 
sooner did one or two of our mischievous monkeys perceive 
it, than they immediately gave chase to the feathered race, 
and before we could secure them almost every one of tte 
fowls were driven overboard. We were all much amused 
at the sport, for they had no sooner touched the water, 
before a dozen of the natives with whom we were traffick- 
ing, instantly leaped over the side and in a short time 
caught every one of them and returned them to us. Af- 
terwards, several of these Africans remained swimming 
round the vessel, cutting all sorts of gambols in the water 
(or their own diversion, tiiey being expert swimmers. 

By nightfall, every one of the natives hM returned to 
the shore. We were satisfied with the success we had 
met with at this place, although the amount of business 
transacted had not been very great, still it was profitable 
in a pecuniary point of view. Being fatigued with the 
noise and bustle of the day, the first watch having been 
set, all who could be spared from duty sought that repose 
so much needed to rest their wearied limbs. But, gentle 
reader, think not that the slumbers of the seamen or offi- 
cers trading on this coast are as uninterrupted as thine, 
especially, if thou dwellest in a climate like England cft 
the northern States of our republic. Here, on board our 
craft, be she large or small, we must either sleep on dec^, 
or seek our berths below in cabin, steerage or forecastle, 
where the sur is so close and oppressive as to be almost 
unendurable to any human being. In such confined places 
as these, if ever so much fatigued, sleep is often impossi- 
ble. To repose one's limbs by a recumbent posture is not 
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ajiwajs to deep. Yon maj invoke the weloome god ^^te 
poor his poppies o'er your longing eyes," but, alas! yoa 
implore in vain. ! ye who enjoy ^' tired natare's sweet 
restorer," so gently folded in the arms of Morphens, 
could you but see the poor sailor toss from side to Eode in 
his berth, breathing an atmosphere, at times on this coast, 
that is nearly suffocating; annoyed by cockroaches tiuti 
are continually crawling over him by hundreds, a&d by 
swarms of musquitoes that fasten upon him and sting him 
almost to death, — I think at such moments as tiiese you 
jfoxM not but pity him. StiU, all this and more must be 
endured whfle trading along the shores of West Africa. 

Every vessel trading on this coast is infested with ver- 
min of various kinds, but cockroaches are by far the most 
numerous. A lamp set upon the cabin-table or traosom 
after ni^t-faU, would often be extinguished in a few min- 
utes by the large flying cockroaches ; so that it was neces- 
sary to use a lantern if a light was required. A half 
gallon pitcher partly filled with molasses and water, after 
remaining in any part of the vessel, either cabin, steerage, 
forecastle or hold for a few hours, would be entirely fflted 
to the very surface with these loathsome and disagreeable 
vermin. They would, likewise, get into our barrels of 
ship-bread and frequently render it imfit for use; for 
whatever they come in contact with is infected by a very 
unpleasant smell and taste. We one day had occasion to 
remove some large cakes of bees-wax from the vessel's 
hold, and to our astonishment, as they were taken from 
the side of the bulk-head with which they were in contact, 
I do not exaggerate in the least in asserting that a two 
and a half gallon bucket-full could have been scooped up 
at once. But in order to destroy them, we opened one of 
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the coops on board containbg aon^ forty <Hr fifty fowj^ 
and let them doim the hatchway, and in a very short tiiMy 
to our mfinite diyerrion, the greater part of these naM^oaa 
insects were destroyed, few having any chance of escape* 
The fowls themselves seemed to have rare sport, and £6r jk 
lew minutes, at least, eiyoyed a luxurious repast. Sub^o- 
qoently, when these fowls were cooked by our steward) 
<< it la Francaise," we foimd Uiem none the worse jBavQrs4 
for having made such a dainty repast on cockroaches. ^ 

Centipedes are frequently found among the eai;go^ ap 
insect some three or four inches long and furnished witb^ 
hundred feet or legs, from which cause it derives its namc^ 
^^ cent-pied, " properly so called from the French, signify- 
ing a hundred feet. The bite of this insect, is by manjE, 
c<»i8idered dangerous. Tarantulas, also, were S(gnetiDM0 
found, and no sooner found than destroyed. So the poor 
tarantula stood but little chance of his life when discoveiy 
ed, as every missile that could be laid hold of was instant^ 
buried at his devoted head; for our seamen, generaHy:, 
had a dreadful aversion to this insect, on account of the 
many &bulous stories they had heard related of its bite 
being so fatal as to produce almost instant death. 

An occurrence in relation to this insect took place one 
day while at anchor off Cape Lahou that caused a good 
deal of sport among omr crew, having no natives on board 
at the time except two or three kroomen, (whom as I 
before observed were generally retained as traders and 
interpreters,) to interfere or in any way interrupt the fun. 
Some hides had been taken from tlie hold in order to beat 
them on deck, which is necessary every week or two to 
destroy the cockroaches, moths, etc., that would otherwise 
in such a hot climate soon make them unfit for use. One 
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tS the men in the act of beating a hide, sudcUnly cried 
tmt, ^^a tarantula! a tarantula! I have been bitten by a 
;fknntola! I shaH die! I shall die!" 
' For a m<mient aD waa consternation, the crew seeming 
panioHstmck at the Tery name of a tarantula. As soon 
'as liiey bad oollected their scattered senses iiiej hastened 
to the rollef of the poor feQow who was still gazing, appa- 
rently liorror-strack, at the tarantula still upon the hide, 
Hke cause of all this uproar. The frightful reptile was 
ioon dispatched, altliough approached with the greatest 
edition by one of the crew^lest he should share the same 
%cte (as he thought,) of his suffering companion. The 
"iMter began to cry out, " Will you see me die 1 Oh ! BM 
1^ you see me die!" at the same time fixing his implor^ 
ing eyes fully upon his brother tar, to whom he so pathet- 
ics^y appealed, whilst the muscles of his &ce worked to 
sudi a degree that every feature was distoi-ted by the 
intense agbny he $eemed to endure. Poor Bill was nearly 
distaracted at tiie sight of his suffering sUp-mate. He 
knew not what to do to relieve him. And, so also, with 
£he others around. The Italians pretend to cure the bite 
of this so much dreaded creature, by making the person 
bitten or pretends to be bitten, dance violently as loiig as 
he can possibly stand upon his feet, whilst another furnish- 
ed wifli some musical instrument continues playing some 
lively tune, till tibe sufferer becomes exhausted and finally 
tinks down with &tigue. Wbetiier this Italian method 
occurred to Bill, or not I can't say, but he suddenly dart^ 
ed into the forecastle, and returning in an instant with an 
*^old fiddle," began to play away as fast as his arm could 
more the 1>ow, tiie Eveliest dancing tune he could think of, 
«t the sasoe time entreating his brother tars who were 
12* 
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Mm£ng Bpond to mal» poor << Ja^^'' Hm ••^s^^ < 
with all Ub ttii^t, as his life d€|>«[ided m ik. Jack ubei4 
ed no urging, but began to dance in good eftmast ttM^ 
double shuffle aiid 0ut aQ kinds d oapertf^ aaaWng att^the^ 
time ^^horriUe ffrimaceiy^ while po(nr BtD plied hk bow i» 
such a degree that tiie sweat poured down his sim*bunit 
eheeks and dropped like rain upon his fiddle, (the mertapf 
in Fahrenheit's thermometer standing at one huiidfe^ 
degrees beneath the awning over our deoks,) jet, he oM* 
tinned scraping away, aliJiough in sudi a reeking sweaA^' 
tOl he began to see his suffering ship-mate stagger attd 
finally faD upon the deck apparency lifeless, then suddwotf 
dropping his vioGn, he immediately hastened to Ian aMiat 
tance, supposing him dead from the e^ts of Hie poisob; 
Poor B91 looked sorrowfel enou^ upon his prostrate eoBi>^ 
panion; but as the latter was raised a little from tlie deek 
and seemed to show some signs of life, B&l bustled round 
and requested his diip-mates to stand aside so that Hk^ 
cooling sea-breeze, which was just then setting in, bu^M 
revive him. 

Jack, for a little while, remained with his eyes dosed, 
dnd enjoyed in reality its invigorating breath, for the vmh 
lent exercise to whidi he had subjected himself and tba 
intense heat had actually made him fiunt. Yfhea he Mb 
sufficiently recovered to shake off the mask which he 
began to feel too onerous to bear any longer, he watohed 
his opportunity when Bill turned Ins head away ht a im^ 
ment, gave the wink to one or two near him, and spriiqa^g 
upon his feet cried out, "Tm cured! Fm cmred!'' Bffi 
was in an exstasy of joy to think he had been the meaM 
of saving the life (as he thou^) of Jack. The latter 
pretended not to know who the physieiatt (or rattier aiuc^ 
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iiMi) iTM irilo kMl b#m ih» memm of rostoij^g bm 
Vlhm infimneA tiiai it -mm bb best frMnd who had a^ 
Mieh M^rted hunvelf finr hia roliof; Jack eoabmoed SiU 
ilgliiAaiid i^pin to the no small amuseaBeBt of the lookera* 
m who witaoflBed Ae «port« 

• M lingth^ thittkiiig ilie fiuroe wai^ oarried.iar enough^ 
tiaek bttrat out into a heai^ 1m{^, in whioh every 000 
immt jiwed. E?ei^ pew Bill who bad b^n so band- 
amely diq^ed joined m aa heartily m the rest as soon aa 
tke k«th flaabed uipou his mnd^ Imt he never got ovw the 
flgibiiqi^t ^ven him of the ^^ tarantula fiddler." The 
j^ke Imd been ooiMirived wme time beibre among tibe ciBWy 
mikoowii to Bill, and was carried into e£ket as above da<> 
Q0sribed, the ficst opportonity that ofiered oa acoonnt of 
the latter's marked aversion to the tarantula. Jack had 
wi beeft \Httm by the insect, aUboo^ he bad £ttle fear 
as to the result if such had been the case, he not having 
mf(j befief in tiie many fabulous stories that had been 
relatad of it. All the draw-back there was to the mern« 
ment of the occasion was in the absence di poor MtcbeU, 
1A09 had he been present, woold have entered heart and 
soul into the rare sport. The tarantula is a lacge species 
eT spider firom one to two inches diameter, and may be, 
donbtiess, somewhat venomous, but I believe is not now 
eoiuudexed dangeroody so* /, , 

Mm6, we (^Ettrn £)und among the cargo. Sometimes, on 
impelling a Iwurcel of bread, we discovered, snugjLy stowed 
away hetwen the biscuit, a nest of youi^ mice. This we 
eared little about, as they did not ii\jure it in ai^ greaJb 
degree, neh^Mr did they impart to it such a disagreeable 
ed^ aa the cockroaches always left up<m the bread, and 
in £i^at, evesrytfaing else witli which they came in contact. 
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HoweYer, irU3e on tUi ooMt, we tiwhjn htA a wil i Uttt te 
for hard bfeftd, bebg ohnoirt 4a% snppK^ 
sweet poMoeBj hemAea an abondAiEice of bananaB aad fdto- 
trinB, brofi^ off to bb by tiie nalifee, in tlieir oaoeea, m 
friiort lime aAw they were gathered. 

OvDT steward had ptirohased of the Africais of Ctape 
Lahoa, a very singular looking motikey. Hie hair, ijl 
vfer his body^ was of a bri^it^ fieiy red^ wfaiSst his fhoe 
was as Mack as any negro we had seen, wkboot &e ieaeH 
wppeKnaiee of any hair npon it, and firom theibi«bead = to 
fte chin, very kmg, and wrinUed all over Hke an eld nian 
of eighty or ninety years (M. He woold, at times, set up 
such a pttiftd moaning ttiat it seemed more like a battan 
being in distress, tfian any other sound we could think hi. 
After he had been on board a ftw days, and beeme re» 
conoiled to us, his moanings were less firequent, but we sochi 
Ibund hkn to be one of the most misdueroos and itteviah 
rascals, fer a quadruped, tilmt over lived. We had several 
lAonkeys tm board, purdiaciod by some of the crew, aA va« 
riouB tames, from the natives along the coast, but SMit one <^ 
tiiem hbA mdi a pecufiar appearance as tilis, n^ker were 
Vieyhatf 80 troublesome tons. The one in questieii seem^ 
ed cf an ^itbely dU fereut species from any of ilia etliers. 
Every thing he could lay hdd dP, and raise flram the deck, 
was jmmedialely thrown oveiboard ; or tf a lij^ ar^le 
twme within hk i^eadb, such is the steward's red, woden 
eap,diBhHdot)to, or even a pait of duck trowsem tiiat hap- 
jMlned to be laid over ihe windiaas to dry, c&tber ef Item 
iroutd be instantly seised by master Jodco, and away he 
wouM scampef with his priae, leap into the Afoods, 
tSsxg aloft, perch himself on a yard, or tlie cross-trees, and 
iMT amom»iitvtnd grbxnng and ohatteriag a* tl» eie^^ 
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mim&tm dwooMl to be m A^y ihtm Utbf0 mf «m m 
ktni ecnld fomSAj reaeh lun^ (wkiih was MMtioM «l» 
tempftdK>ihe ftitu^ whadever it ai|^ be, in» thmm to 
liieTOide^aadhieaiiiteyAiptrMiforted Wnw<?^ toewne 
other part of the rig^sg^ where he iwM mdmi for henn 
mjfb ef tti0 reach of every one, till it waa nearij dark, or 
audi Ik time as he thought it safe to rentore below. Hia 
ioslB^ aoMied more like hatoaa reaacm, than anything 
«iae» But alaa ! poor Joeko, thy raee was soon nm ! The 
bdi^ oeean, to whose depths thoa hast so often oooaigiied 
Hiy stolen i^tnb, at length became a windbg sheet for thee. 
The eaptain having purchased ttom the natives a enrions 
airtaela, which he higUy ralued and wished to presmnre, 
laid ife doWn<m the transom, near the calxn window, with 
the iMtettdeu of pnttmg it in his tnmk. I&mng oooasicm 
to ge on ded[, thinking tiie article wonld be safe enoii|^, 
be teffc tin eahin, and in a short time retonied* Coming 
Aown the eompanvm-way, who diould he beheld^ btit this 
miachaeToiis and thierish monkey, per<died ^pon the tran- 
som, with tiie very identioal thii% he so mnch priied, in 
hia grasp* Hie first thouf^t of <^ captain was is retrace 
Us steps np tiie ooispanion-way, thinking by tiiis means 
Aeemimtgthief ndgbtdrc^ Ins booty, tf be retreated and 
pretended not to see him; bnt, on seoond then^t, he 
deemed it best to advance towards him, m mrder to seiie 
ioaater Jodco, or at least m^e ban relinqniA his {me. 
But no sooner did the wily m<mkey p^t^e Hie ci^ptain 
afppeeaehing, thim he set np a confonnded chattering, shew 
his teeth, and seemed to bid defiance to any one who bad 
tite eflhmt^ to come near him. However, befere ihe 
oaplais had got witliin a half doaen feet of the monkey, 
the laMsr watehoig the modoM of his assailant, mstaatly 
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tnrned md threw the article he held <mt of the cabui 
window, darted bj the captain, like a streak of li^tning» 
vap the ooiiipauioii*wa7, then into the riggmg, and waa 
soon aloft, ulk from pvraui^ for this ikne at least. 

B«t thif bad aotkm sealed poor Jocko's dooni) 
And made the ooeaa^s bed poor Jocko^s tomb ; 

for this aet Tesed the oaptain to saeh a dsigree, tbajb he 
gave orders to the steward to kill him the first oj^rtunit^ . 
that oflfered, and that time soon arrived. The morniog, 
after the erent aboye stated occurred, the steward ei^ 
tieed the monkey towards him, near the caboose, by 
hdding s(mie bananas in his left hand, and as his monloey 
ship was in the act of taking the delicious fruit to gratily 
his &stidious m^tite, a billet of wood &<Hn tine dexter 
hand of the steward, came down suddenly upon the pate 
of the wicked quadnqsed, ail^ced his ohatterii^, and put 
an end to his thievish and misduevous pranks forever^ 
Xhus ended the career of as singular a monkey as ever 
brikmged to that race of animals in the scale of creatinn. 

We had still <»l board, several other monkeys, but had 
i^ther of them conducted aa bad as this one tiie atew^ 
ard killed, he, also, would soon have ree^ved his quie- 
tus. Parrots, paroquets, Muscovy ducks, Guinea hens, 
.African doves, fowls in abundance, becodes pig!9, gpate, 
tarantulas, centipedes, cockroaches and mice, were our 
pass^gers and constant companions. But, kind and in^ 
dnlgent reader, could you have been laransported,. only fi>r 
a moment, from your own quiet h(Hne, and placed upon the 
dedL of our vessel, while trading on tins coast, with fifty 
or sixty natives (m board, holding a ^^ palaver," with the 
additicm of tiie Uurds, animab, etc., I have described, I 
tiiink you would be glad to esca|)e as soon as posinble from 
the heterogeneous sounds that would strike upon tiiine ear. 
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Wto*B yte itert miiering wii^ the ktense heat, firom in 
atmosphere raiaed to Ae temperature ef one hundrM de» 
grees, Fehreaheit, during some parts of the daj, befbrt 
the searbteeie had set in to oool tiie air, with all the wa^ 
nojanees described in tiie last (Aapter, I codkl not but 
thhdc of die eontrast we should find, were we mstantlj 
omreTed, (if sudi a thing were possible,) back to Boston^ 
Bty tkatiTe place, or the vioinityt It was the month of 
Jailaaiy. There the Seecj snow had, dotribtless, spread 
her wUte mantle over Hie earth, while the gay {Measure* 
piri^, drawn swifify along over its dattling smface, *^ in 
tiieir sliding-ear iildebted to no wheels,^* to the oradt of 
the whip, and to the music of the merry jinking bells, the 
sharp and bitbg winds admonidung its inmates to wrap 
themselves in vestments warm, to screen their shivering 
liO^bs from the cold embrace of Boreas, the merciless and 
pilBe^ tyrant of winter. 

The rivnlet that meandered along its pebUy way, tod 
m urmored as it flowed, i^rested in its coarse, and 0(m» 
gealed to a solid transparency, no longer pleased the lie- 
tening ear with the masic of its voice. The spacious hai> 
bor, too, where navies gBded over the smooth and yidding 
snrface, had, by the power of firost, become a congelati<m 
throng^ whidi no isolated ship could force her way. But 
on this coast how widely different was the scene, in the 
very same month of the year» A vertical doad bvning 
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•im darted his rays direotlj upon tbe shore, and upon liie 
bocKHxi of the deep. Hie playfiil bSlows, as 'they moyed 
onwards, broke in mimic waves along the golden sands of 
the beach. The eje, as fiff as ttie vision can extend, be^ 
holds a hLxnriant landscape, that seen from the deck ap* 
pears almost like a scene of enchantment. The palm-tree, 
tibe cocoa, and the plantain, wilii their verdant and broad- 
spreading arms that shelter the litfle cone^-like huts of thi 
natives, stand out in bold relief, while the natives lliem- 
•elves, men, women and children, may be seen almost in a 
perfect state of nature, sporting or reclining in (heir shade* 
And how grateful, how delicious and refrediing is a draught 
of the palm-whie, just brou^t off to us ; with oranges, 
bananas and plantains, just ga^ered by the nativM (hemp 
ielves ; and all this when stem winter reigns in all his rigor 
in our own climate, across tlie deep waters of the Aflantie* 
Still, notwithstandmg the beauty of the landscape, Hie 
delicious flavor of its fruits, and the refreshing influence of 
its palm-wine, the cHmate is often fatal to the European, 
the American, or the white man of whatever nation be 
may be, especially during the rainy season, from April to 
October. Traders endeavor to leave the coast before Hie 
periodical rains set in. During these monHis a feter, called 
tiie ^^ African fever,'' frequently takes down a whole riup^s 
crew, and sometimes proves so &tal that both officers and 
seamen of European and American vessels, are swept off by 
death. The soldiers sent out by tiie English government 
to garrison the forts at their settlem^its on this coast, soon 
fistll a prey to the insatiate destroyer. Even flie missioii- 
ary, leaving his own healthy dime to endeavor to evange- 
lic tiie benightened sons and dau^ters of Ethiopia, can- 
not long escape the arrows of the unseen archer. Man^ 
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h4iTe left ibeir homes, luad all the comforts of domestic 
life, with the intention of remaining but o^ or two years, 
in the pursuit of wealth, thinking they mi^t be fortunate 
enpu^ to escape. But alas ! how soon have thej, also, 
shared the fate of those who have gone before them. Yet 
himdreds, ay ! thousands more, for the sake of gain, will 
stiU continue to follow on in the same path, although death 
stands with open arms to receive them in his cold embrace. 
, We remained at anchor ofiF Cape Lahou several days 
after we had purchased of the natives all the articles of 
value they brought us in their canoes. Being uninterrupt- 
ed by their presence, our men had not only time to arrange 
the cargo, beat hides, etc., but leisure enough to amuse 
themselves as they pleased, which they did to its fullest 
extent, as I have before described in relation to the taran- 
tjyda, etc. Having all our large huts below, filled with 
{lalm-oil, and everything ready for farther trade at other 
places where we intended to stop, ^vfc made preparations 
to le^ve this place about noon of an exceedingly sultry 
d^y, (in the middle of January,) the mercury standing, 
beneath our awning on deck, at one hundred and six de- 
orees, Fahrenheit. The surface of the water, as far as 
Uie eye could extend, was like a sea of glass. Not a rip- 
ple disturbed its placid bosom ; for not a breath of air was 
stirring, and the heat was almost insupportable to us, caus- 
ipg the perspiration to fall like rain-drops firom our face, 
and every part of the body, while the two or three Afri- 
can kroomen we retained on board, shew no signs of being 
affected by the heat, their smooth, naked, ebony bodies 
having no appearance of moisture. A short time before 
we got under way, not a cloud was to be seen, in any part 
of^the heavens. However, just as our anchor was weigjhed, 
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a few elouds were perceired rismg oyer ^e laod^ aod 
lieftvy, rolling thunder began to be (ystinctlj heard in the 
^Kstanee. In less than an hour, the heayens were OTe» 
oast, the viyid lightnings flaahed along the skj, and having 
every thing snug on board, we awaited the impending tern- 
peat. It was but a few moments ere it burst upon us, in 
all its eonoenkated furj. The surface of the water wae 
transfonned in an instant from a ^assy mirror into an ezr 
pause of feathery foam, tiie force of the wind was so tre- 
mendous, as is generally the case in these sudden squaUa^ 
or t(»nadoes, on the African coast No sail durst we ex- 
pose to its mfluence, but continued scudding directly be- 
fore it from the land, while the rain fixun the rent clouds 
seemed to threaten a universal d^ge. In the course of 
am hour or so, the t(miado had spent its fury, the clouds 
passed away, and tiie sun darted forth his burning rays as 
before. The bosom <^ the ocean gently undulating in un- 
broken wavelets again, rolled onward like a sea of ^asa. 
We had be^i driven by the force of the wind, without a 
aia^ sail set, seven or eij^t miles &t>m land, and thefe 
remained till near midni^t, in a perfect calm. 

Hie captain had often cautioned the men against batb- 
mg on this coast, particularly alongside the vessd, as the 
danger was generally considered imminent ; but on this oe- 
easkm, the extreme heat of the day and the sultriness of the 
atmosphere, had caused a languor in the system, whidi 
made the kanquH bosom of the water appear too inviting 
a temptaticm to be resisted, when a plunge into its cooling 
depths would be so deli^tfiilly refreshing. The captain 
had turned in below, and, as the steward informed the 
m^n, had Men asleep. So, ^^ here goes !" says one, as 
he plunged headlong into the yielding flood, and rising to 
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fhe sarfiice, strack boldly out firmi the vessel, whSe an^ 
otiier and another followed in quick saecession. The first 
swimmer had got some distance off, and the others in 
stretching out towards him, had nearly come up witli fliefar 
companion, when on a sadden tiie mate cried out ^^ Bharis ! 
idiailLS r* at the same time encouragmg the men to swim 
Ibr their fives. It was a moment of intense excitement ; 
the poor fellows, almost firightened out of their senses, larin 
ed iSie water before them, in their haste to get on board. 
The mate, who had jumped up into the shrouds, and first 
discovered the sharks some distance sea-ward, and ftr be- 
yond the swimmer who made the first plunge frmn the ves- 
seVs side, to his extreme horror saw three or four of these 
voracious monsters of the deep, with their dorsal fins above 
the surface of the water, (like the one we had seen, who 
probably feasted upon poor Mitchefi,) rapidly approaching 
ibeir intended victims. In tiie mean time, the noise had 
brought the captain on deck, who seeing the perikms sit- 
tiation of the men, instantly had fines prepared to throw 
-fiiem, as soon as they were within reach. But it was a 
moment of breathless suspense. We were all of us ganng 
with the most intense anxiety, expecting every moment to 
hear a heart-rending scream from some one of the poor 
feOows, whom we expected would be the prey of these 
sea-devib. Fbrtunately, when the nearest swimmer, al- 
most exhausted by fright and his violent exertions, had 
reached within about fifty feet of us, one of the ropes was 
thrown, which he ^adly seized, and was drawn safely on 
on board, as was also his companion, who followed close in 
in his wake ; but the last, thou^ a good swimmer, began 
to felter when within twenty or thirty fathoms, and toofSur 
oflF for a rope to reach him at that distance, whfle <me of 
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ih» largest sh&rks could now be jdaml j seen rapidly apr* 
prOAohiBg, and lessening tiie space between him and bia 
prey. Our seaman being aware of his danger in some 
degree, but not knowing in reality its fall extent, — we not 
daring to inform him lest it should paralyze his efforts, an^ 
he shoold become the prey of the horrid monster — we 
made all the noise we conld, to frighten the shark, at th^ 
same time encouraged the man to use his utmost exertions, . 
which were for a moment relaxed — the line was throwti, 
which he instantly seiaed, and as he was drawn up over 
the vessel's side, an enormous shark, of more than twelve 
feet in length, was not more than ten or fifteen feet &om 
our ftrtonate sailor^ who so narrowly escaped from such a 
horrid death. Taking all things into consideration, it was 
certainly an alaost miraculous, hair-breadth escape. Ilie 
evettt, as above narrated, taimspired in so veiy few min- 
utes, that it would have been next to impossible to have 
saved the men by manning the boat ; and, in fact, this was 
scarcely thought (^ at the time. 

Ten mantes had hardly elapsed from the moment our 
last gallant sailor was hauled up and safely on board, be- 
fore the water literally swarmed with sharks. When the* 
make sprang into the shrouds, at the tame the seamen went 
in to bathe, (as above narrated,) he thought no danger 
near, his elevation from the deck giving him a clear and 
distinct view of the calm, unruffled deep, tall, glancing his 
eyes over the smooth surface, he discovered the unmistak- 
able dorsal fins of several of these men-destroyers, darting 
about in diSereoit directions, crossing each other, as if 
they had scented their prey. They were probably at tibie 
distaDoe of a nule or m(»re, and frx>m their motions, had 
iM)t discovered the objects by si^t, which they had, per- 
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hKjgSy already scented. To tins caxoe^ doabtkMe, we owed 
tfi*e preservation of the three noble tars, finr this species of 
fish, it is weU known, ^de tiirongh the waler with astoik- 
]9hing velocity, m pursuit of their prey. It was some time 
6efi>re Ibe poor fellows, who had been so providentiaQy 
saved firom their jaws, recovered from the frij^t they had 
received. And as one of them afterwards obsenred, he 
afanost lost the power of using his limbs, he was so para- 
lyzed with fear, expecting every moment while he was 
swimming towards the vessel, to feel his legs suddenly 
-seized by the sharp, dagger4ike teeth of o&e of tiiese 
voradons man-eaters. 

An being safely on board, every (me set his wits to work 
in order to devise some means of destroying these ^^ de- 
mons of the YMty deep" that now surroimded ns. A 
piece of beef^ pork, or anytiiing else on board being thrown 
into tiie water, several sharks, of an enormous size, would 
endeavor to seize it simultaneously ; and, as they displayed 
Hieir rows of sharp and horrid teetii, as they turned up to 
devour whatever was thrown to them, it was enou^ to 
make one shudder at the bare idea <^ ahuman being serv- 
ing as a meal to such vcu'acious monsters. No one on 
board seemed to feel easy while we had so many of them 
neiur us* The water being clear and smooth, we could see 
diem as distinctly as if tiiey were <hi deck, ^ding along 
nettr tiie surfiu^e, their greyidi, wicked-lootdng eyes watdi- 
ing fer any object that mi^t be thrown into its dear, 
tran^arent depths, and some of them upwards of twmty 
feet long, and of sufficient dimendons to take in a man at 
a monthful. 

AH our eJDbrts were now directed to the destruction of 
fhesedffligerous prowlers ofthe briny flood. Some duKij^t 
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of one <lii&g> sone of aooUier^ m a meaos <^ extenoioitTt 
kgthoieiaoar vidmfy. We tried first a Im)o1^ laade o^ 
of a large gpike^ baiting it with a huge piece oi salt Jui?^* 
The momeiit it stniok the water, one of the largest 8bwl% 
had the tenq>ting morsel in his expanded jaws, and n^ 
making off with his priie, while a number of others^ |4^ 
thou^ not of such dimensions, darted after him, till th^ 
latter, checked by the line attached to the hook, as i^ lesfi 
slowly and cautiously pulled in firom on board, begaa to 
flounder and lash the water into foam around, in his en;- 
deavors to escape. Howeyer, before we could get hinji 
near the vessel's side, in order to pass a running bowlini^ 
neond his body, to hoist him <»i board, he gave a sudden 
plunge, parted the line, and in an instant was off with b|9 
booty. 

The seamen who had escaped from the devoming jaw9 
of these camiyerous and voracious fish, were almost Wr 
raged at not being able to capture this enormous one which 
we had so finely hooked. But not being discouraged a^ 
this one failure, another hook was bdted in tibe same man** 
ner, and thrown overboard. This was immediately seii^ 
by one of not much more than half the size, about six feet 
long. As soon as he was drawn near enough, two of ouf 
crew stood in the main chains, (our vessel setting fretljj 
deep, on account of the camwood, ebony wood, hioty^ 
etc.,) each furnished with a harpoon, ready, prepared to 
dart the deadly missiles into his very vitals. Fortune hr 
vored us this time. We succeeded in hauling him witbia 
one or two feet of the chaios, where the men were stai^ 
ing, when both harpocms, at the same instant, were darted 
firom Hbm hands with unerring aim, ihiou|^ and ^K»^(o^ 
the body <^ their captive, and he was takai on boai^ witb- 
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oal iBttMli troiMi0) wiHi three hearty oheert at oar i 
Bd flocmdered a little on deck, after the harpoooB wetm 
dttkim wxty bat soon remained perfectly quiet, tibe ftJtMl in^ 
fltnmientB having done their duty well. We opened this 
specimen o( tJie shark specnes, and eiDEysBdned his rapaciow 
maw, but found nothing of coneequenoe in it, after which 
he was cut up into pieces of six or seven pounds each, and 
tttrdwn over for Ins brottier sharks to feed up<m. 

Sudi a scene as we now witnessed, it was impossible for 
any pen to describe. Whether o^r diarks at a distance 
had scented the iXke we had c^>tured, or not, it is out of 
iBy pow^ to say, but only two or tiiree of the " chunks,'* 
(if I may so caU them,) had been thrown overboard, ere 
Hie water was literally alive with diarks ; and, as each 
successive piece reached tiie water, it seemed as if twenty 
of them would endeavor to seke it at once, while the mir- 
rored sm&ce of the deep was a^tated and lashed into 
loam by their eflforts to obtain the ipnz». They were so 
numerous around us that the one we had taken soon di»- 
S[]peared, as it was tiirown piece-meal into their ravenous 
jaws. It was Aou^t too sbw work to destroy them either 
by hook or hiurpoon. Neither did we wish to have any 
more on deck, die scent they leave on every thing tiiey 
teucb, being very disagreeable, as every (me knows who 
ever smeh a shark. 

A quid^r way of destroying them was suggested by 
our captain. A stick of wood about two feet in length 
was provided, and a line made fast around its centre* To 
itis was attached a pece <^ beef, the buoyancy of the 
wood preventing the latter from sinking more tluin a few 
iaehes bek>w tfie sur&oe <^ the water. This being thrown 
evto tiie stern, was gradually drawn towards the vessel by 
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<Rie of the crew, irhQe the captain, fiimUied wHb a mM^ 
ket loaded with two or three IwUs, took deliberate aan a» 
ilie diarks attemj^ed to seise the dainty morsel, and ired 
direcilj throng th^ heads. Some <^ them, after they 
were womided, would remain stationary for a moment ^a* 
the surface, and then darting into the deep, reSppaar 
bleeding and discol<Hing the water around them, aad 6m^ 
ly sink firom our yiew, iq)parently dead. Others, after 
they were shot, scarcely moyed at all, and sbidy settfing 
down into the element, were socm out of sig^. One veipy' 
large shark, after he had received three baDs dtrecfly 
throng the middle of his head, for the spaee of a miut^- 
lashed the surfiice of ike water into foam aromd Um, 
tinging it with the blood issuing from his wounds, then 
suddenly diving beneath, was for a few seconds lost to Iha 
eye, till at the distance of fifteen or twenty &thomB from 
the vessel, we saw him leap his wh(^ len^ from Us rn^ 
tive element, and finally settle down and disappear fvem- 
ourview. 

Having, as we supposed, in the course of te hew or 
two, killed and wounded some twenty or thbty of these 
dangerous enemies, not one could now be seen near us, Or 
in the distance. A piece of beef was then thrown over 
the side, and quieiiy sunk timmgh the tmneparent fi«d atf 
far as the eye coidd see, without being molested ; f^om 
which we concluded every shaerk that had not been kyfed 
by the fifttal balls, had entirely deserted us. 

Nearly the whde of the afternoon having been spent in 
the singular and peculiar excitement to winch we had been 
subjected, as above described, a perfect calm bavii^ eon* 
tinned during tfie thae, and ni^t beginning to set in, acM* 
companied by a li|^t breese from the ocean, we HAde Sftil 
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aad stood in for the land, being stiU several miles distant, 
i^re we had remained nearly in ihe same spot, apparent- 
ly, after experiencing the tornado. The breeze, al&oa^ 
v^rj fidnt, fiumed ns along at the rate of one or two knots 
per hotur. Ihe evening was deli^tfiil ; the moon nearly 
al tile fnU, rose and shed her eolver li^t upon the bosom 
of the water, the tiny wavelets sportively dancing in her 
beams, as they were kissed into motion firom the mirrored 
fsojttbce of the before miraffled sea, by Hie gentle zephyrs 
wafted along with their coding wings. As we approached 
tlie' Aore, the scene was beautiful indeed. The queen of 
ni^t having ascended hi^er in the heavens, shed a more 
clear and taransparent li^t upon the unclouded sky, the 
the ocean, and the land. It was day, without its nobe 
and burning heat. The breeze that had wafted us along 
at l^igtfa died away, and we were agun becahned. The 
sandy beadi, not a mile distant, and stretching along the 
Aore as fir as the vision could extend, seemed, contrasted 
with the sombre hue of the verdant' trees beyond, in the 
back-ground <^ the picture, like a border of silver lace 
upon a mantle of dark velvet. 

We drifted (mward for a litUe while by the currait, and 
finally andiored as we came within view of the white walls 
of a ftrt, which the extreme brilliancy of the evening 
made distinctly visible, being not more than five or six fur- 
longs from our anchorage. We presumed it was an Eng- 
lish settiement, as several habitations could be perceived, 
binlt in the Eb^ish style. Our reckoning had hardly 
broui^t us quite so fiur as we now supposed we were, prob- 
ably, not having made sufficient allowance for the current, 
whkdi a* some places akmg the coast runs with considera- 
ble veWeity. 

IS 
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Howeyer, as morning would satisfy us as to our irhasD- 
aI)outs, erery tiimg was soon made snag, the waldi set, 
and those who derired were at liberty to tun into their 
berths. As regards myself, it was quite a late honr' be- 
'fere I son^t repoBe. Omxmij made me linger <m deck 
hr a long whfle ganng upon the shcnre. ImaginaHrm ! 
how wonderful art thou in all ihy yagaries ! In flie joutli- 
ttal nundy especially, thoa reigneet most Irimnphaat. Ae 
sterile rock, in the midst of die rast ocean, thou peofdest 
with inhabitants, where no Eving human being ey«r dwelt. 
In th« twinkling of an eye, thou raisest palaces in ^ bar- 
ren, cheerless desert. By the influence of thy magK? 
power, we bdbdd beauty, where nou^t that is beaotiful 
eyer existed. Beafity, only, can unfold to us the kuth, 
and conyince our youthful inexperience of Ay fmluatic 
flights I Thus it was with myself, while slandii^; upon the 
deck, straiimig my eyes m the endetyor to defbe the 
shapeof eyery object die eye rested upon, throng the 
iUurion of the fidse and deceptiye rays c^ ^ ni^'s aSver 
lamp,'* and what her light did not supply, ali-poweifiil ^^im- 
agini^aon " touched with her magic wmd, and it was leal! 

The drowsy god at length b^an to pour his pof^pMB so 
tfaiek and fiurt; upon my eye-lids, that I was fbreed to go 
below, throw myself into my beiih, and in a short time 
was unconscious whether I was on the coast of AfrM% or 
ridmg at anduHr in Boston harbor. Soundly 1 slept till 
Sd's bri^t beams were lifting up the orient aky. How 
eageriy I sou^t the deck, to see by day-li^ii, what the 
paler rays of Cyntiiia did not permit my longii^ eyea to 
idew. Although the scene before us was really beautiful, 
it did not seem to me, as I now gaaed upon the shore, 31ii- 
mined by the brighter orb of day, like the ronontie ap- 
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to wkk^ imigpHition lent her oharmft, as viewed 
IhroB^ the illmve rays of a BM)oa-I]ght eF^odng. Hie 
fiC^ieei sephjn ioutely m^nng the aiaee4li evfit/ee of 
jihe eea, skmlj wafted from the land v^poa their gefid 
. niap^ the grateful perftyoae wianowed firom the orai^, the 
iepKitt, and the palan. Howrefreeh]Bgi8thece<dmgbreeBe 
of aarij momfaig, ere the eon's bunung raya have heated 
the ataaoq)here in this so^rohing, sultry dimate. As I 
i^t^od nfoa the deck^ yiewing the verdant shore, and lelt 
the li^ sephyrs touch my oheek, and inhaled the weleeme 
odors borne upon their wings, it seemed as if the viewless 
meesttogers during the staUness of the ni^ had tnv^rsed 
the whole extent of shore, and revdling amongst the 
svaets of fimits and iowers, had robbed them of thdor &9f 
g^race, and burthened widi their balmy spoils, faint and 
weary, left the ibore, scattered their hoiurded treasures 
ftrovnd ns as they passed, and finaQy breathed ont their 
brief existence ere they were fieur at sea. Yet, alas ! how 
-often do these very winds, pregnant with delidous ochnrs, 
and coded by the myriad diamond dew-drops, trembling 
at tiie spray or in die tiny bells of the flowerets, pendant 
vRth their flittering g^ns ; how often do they bear upon 
their unseen wings, along with the aroma brushed from the 
flowers they haYO touched, some remains <^ a simoon or 
SBROooo, which to inhale b death ! 

By the light of day, we were soon satisfied concerning 
the fort and settlement near which we had anchored. It 
was ^^ Six Gove,'' a small place, protected by a fortress, 
and bekmged to the English. After partaking of an 
early breakfast, the captain ordered the boat to be got 
ready for the shore. In a few minutos she was at the 
gai^way, alongside, the ci^ptain and myself in the sjbem 
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seats, and as the jolly tare who maimed the boat poshed 
off, ihey poised oare for a moment, like " manro'-war's 
men,'' and then letting them Mi. lightly upon the smooth 
and even surface of the mirrored sea, gave ^^ a long puU, 
a strong pull, and a pull altogether," making our light pn* 
nace dart through the yielding flood so steadily and buoy- 
antly, it would scarcely have been known that any object 
had passed over it, or parted the wave, had not the foam 
left in our wake, like strings of silver beads oa eadi side, 
rcTcaled it to the eye ; for, as the poet says, 

" Afl from the wing the sky no acar retftins:" 

So, also, in the ocean — 

** The parted ware no ftunow from the keeL" 
It was but a short time before the bows of our boat grated 
upon the sandy beach, and the little waves broke so gently 
upon the cdiore, that we landed without the least difficulty. 
From the beach, we wended our way up towards the forty 
situated near. 

However, we had advanced but a short distance, before 
the captain was met and welcomed by an En^ish reddent 
with whom he had become acquainted on a former voyage, 
and transacted some business at the time. We were botli 
invited to his house, whither we followed him. The man- 
sion was pleasantly situated, and built in the English style, 
like most of the buildings we had seen at Sierra Leone, 
Goree, etc. From a piazza in front was a view of the 
ocean, and the little cove or harbor, where one or two 
small craft, belon^g to the place, were snugly riding at 
anchor. In ^e <^Sng, seaward at a considerable distance, 
could be perceived a vessel, with her canvas partly filled 
with the light sea-breeze, just be^nning to blow, and be- 
fore which she was slowly faAned along towards the land. 
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In die course of an honr, while seated in the piazsa, 
eigojing the sea-b<Nni and freshening gale, so cooling at 
at the noon-tide heat in this sultry clime, she had ap- 
proached sufficiently near for us to discoYor, by her colors 
proudly floating to the wind, tiiat she uras an American 
Tessel. Shortly after she anchored in tiie cove, we found 
Aat tiie craft belonged to a port in the New-England 
States. 

On bec(Hmng acquainted with the commander, we found 
him in eyery respect to be a very agreeable man, and our 
captain was highly gratified wi& the company of an Amer- 
ican friend, so far fit»n their natiye homes, in a foreign 
port. Our crew, likewise, seemed to enjoy themselyes in 
fiieir daily intercourse with their brother tars bdonj^ng to 
this Ameiicaa brig. In the course of the afternoon, when 
the air had become somewhat oooled by the breeae, our 
host invited us to view the fort, and anything else we de- 
sired to behold, in this little town, village, hamlet, settle- 
meni, or by whatever name it mi^t be called ; for there 
were but a very few houses required fi»r the En^ish resi- 
dents, the white population being exceedingly small here, 
as at moat ottier European settlements on this siddy coast. 
A few thatched negro huts were scattered here and there,- 
near the E^Iish dwellings* The majority of ihe inmates 
of these little native cottages, we daily saw, while we re- 
mained here, either engaged in their avocations in order to 
supply themselves with such necessaries as their wants re- 
fuired, or in their moments of relaxation from laborious 
pursuits. It was a {^easing si^t to b^old the domestio 
duties and emj^yments of a littie family of these semi- 
<dvilized Africans. 

We often saw the inmates aS odaqI these huts, situated 
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near our residence, in tiie early morning emerge firom their 
hnmUe dwelling, and seating themselves on the grotmd, 
canopied by the wide-spreading branches of the cocoa and 
the pahn, partake of tiieir morning's repast. The fiither, 
a sable negro of some forty years of age, of noble statore, 
at least six feet in height, and well proportioned, standing 
erect fike &e taU trees above him, and walking with all 
ilie ease of a man conscious of his freedom, often atbraet^ 
ed my attention. He was generally tlie first to make his 
appearance fr<Hn his habitation. Bm partner, a'fiBe4oeAE- 
ing negress of some twenty-five or thirty yean ef age, 
soon followed the steps of her dear consort, bearing in her 
arms a calabash of riee, doubtless just bdled and taken 
from the fire within the hot, which was sdBeiently obvious 
without entering the littie dondcile, as the steam from the 
rice and the thin and vap(Nry smoke issumg from an apep* 
ture throng the thatched roof, and gracefully cui&g in 
eddying wreaths, as it rose and ascended throug^i the over- 
hanging and kfty branches that sheltered it, towards the 
heavens, gave satis&ctory evidence to the eye that the riee 
was cooked in th^ little endosure. 

After the steaming calabash was pla^ced upon the grotnd,' 
the woman would reenter her rude home, and in a few ttish- 
utes return with a smaller gourd ccmtaining pahn*^, Ibl* 
bwed by three or four children, of dUfefrent ages and of 
both sexes, as black as ebony and perfectly naked, aH ba^' 
ing young, while the fiither and mother were also in a stal» 
of nudity, save a narrow piece of blue cotton eloth aaround 
their loins. Seated around the calabash of riee, upon no 
other cwrpet than the hand of nature had placed beneath 
them, they all, parents and children, as soon as the rice 
was sttffici^tly cooled t^ the pabn-oil the mother powed 
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over ity helped fliemselyes, inHk their sooty fingers, to the 
hqanteoiiB repast; the little children, or ^^ picaninnies/* 
slobbering th^ moaA and feces all over with the palm- 
oil. No kmyes, foAa or spoons were used bj these hxh 
sophislieaied sons and dau^ters of Africa, for ihey knew 
not tb^ nse ; therefinre, their fingers, only, were knives, 
toAs, etc., to these simple and and apparently innocent 
and happy people. Thus &ey, without form or eer^nony, 
thrust their hands into the vessel containing the food, and 
graqpdng as much as they could convey at once to their 
moulltt, continued tin they were satisfied. Sometimes 
their drio^ was a ooo&ig draught firom their own bubbling 
fountains, or from the little rivulets meandering over the 
gfMexk sands near their dwellings. At other times, the 
refreshii^ and delicious palm-wine, drawn from the trees 
in the vicinity in the early morning, would be preferred to 
slake thdr thirst. 

Aflar thiir repast was ended, the little ebonies, like so 
many yoimg kids, would sport around in their innocent 
gandlwfe, fi«e from any mdestatioii iriiatever, and in no 
danger of being carried into slavery, for they were under 
Oe pMeefioQ here of the Britidi flag. The fisk&er and 
mother of these Ettle ones would generally find something 
to em|)loy themselves about The former, in spreading a 
seine upon the ground, befi)re his little mansiaii, or upon 
the aai^ of the beach not far distant, would set about re- 
pairuig the net his own hands had made from the filnrous 
bark of his native trees, tiiat he- might again entrap the 
** Saokj darters,'' with their gold and olver scales, as they 
spcwted in the transparent waters of his own sunny clime, 
near his native home, (ki launching his li^t canoe, that 
he had Ibmed mto shape fion the sdid trunk of « tree 
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felled firom his native fbreete, and which the tools himself 
had made, though rough and inelegant, had by ceaaelefla 
days of toil enabled him to finish his tinj boat, and for- 
nidied with hook and line, (the latter, also, of his own 
manufacture,) which is attached to one end of his frail 
boat, that his vigorous arms propelled through the water 
so swifUj that hook and bait, floating on the surfisice of iha 
water, cause the fish to dart at it, soon aflfording him aa 
abundant supply. These were Bome ai the employments 
of this sable African, whom we daUy saw ; while his con- 
sort, at the same time, might be seen gathering bananas, 
or plantains, for the picaninnies. 

In the cooler hours of the afternoon, when the refresh- 
ing breeze was blowing in from the ocean, this African and 
Ins wife mi^^t be seen seated upon the ground near their 
hut, almost nde by side, enjoying their pipes and convers- 
ing with each other with perfect ease and freedom, as if 
they were contented with their lot ; the little children, in 
all the gambols of childhood, sporting near, causing them 
occauonally to break out into a hearty lau^, as they tum- 
bled over each other in their youthful merriment. 

During our stay here, we often saw the little childreiiy 
qporting, like so many porpcnses, in the cool and refreshing 
waters that laved tl^ beach, and broke in mimic waves 
up<m the sparkling sands. As their frUhers put off in their 
light canoes, either in the morning or at a later hoar, for 
the purpose of fishing, a half dooen or more ol these Af^ 
noan diildren might be seen plun^ng into the water, and 
£[dlowmg the canoes a short distance by swimming, and 
finding they could not overtake them, turn about, and iu 
their youthful gambols performing every kind of caper, in 
an elemmt that firom their in&ncy they had been tao^ 
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\fj tiiflir parents not to fear, skacdtaneoutl j Bwim for ilia 
diove. Thk was perfbnDed, apparmilj, with an emul»* 
tkni beating in eyery Utile bosMn that matnrer years nught 
evy, each ez«rting hiXDself to die utmost in hu endeavofS 
to be first to gain the beach. And wh^ they had emerged 
from tiie coding wayes, and stood upon the beach, the 
ymAfdt dripinng firom their naked bodies, tiiey appeared like 
BO many ^^ UMe image$ carved from «h<my^^ and poUsbed^ 
^k/sj looked so Uack and shining. 

StaH, notwithstanding the fearlessness with whieh they 
pfaii^ and Bfori in the briny flood, fatal and horrible ao» 
ad«[it8 sometimes occur. I will relate one that lu^pened 
at Garee, (the first place at whi(^ we sto{^)ed on this 
ooast^) only a short time after we left there, the particu* 
lara haiing been brou^t to Diz Cove by a yessel st(^png 
at the latter i^aee befinre our arrival, our host, the Eng- 
lish resident wiih whcmi we remained and transacted bust* 
nees, fumidiing us wUh the infi>rmi^n« 

A more delightful |da<» f<nr bathing than the beautiful 
beadi of the littie island of Goree presents, could m^ b# 
desired. Facing the continent, firom which it is not more 
than a mUe distant, the beach, in form of a orescent, is 
protected firom the waves that roll in firom the Atlantic, by 
^ eaEtr^ne points presenting a barrier of rocks, against 
whose adamantine tddes the billows (rften dash in fOMWf 
fiMm, while within the concavity of the crescent presents 
the beadi of hard, smooth, and jittering sand, extending 
firam «M p(m^ of rocks to the other, in the curved line, 
perhi^ fi>r a mile or more« Here, in this littie harbor^ 
at % short distance fhmi the beach, vessels may ride in 
perfect safefy in smooth wat^, while the <^po6ite side of 
the VimAy in boistefoiis winds, is lashed by the surges ef 
18* 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



178 VOYAOE 90 ¥08 WMF CdAdY 09 Af&tOA. 



flte oeeaa in its aagmri Al aliiioflt $axj hour of tii6 ^^ 
doeens of children) from two or flucM to ten or t#sli« 
yeani of ftgo, nu^ be fiaen badikg, (as we ww wbiko 
there,) in the onoath and peacefti watms. Ai jw, nh 
tede from tile beach) ilie waier gradaalj grows daepe^^ 
bvtttotiybrttpdyso. CbUdren leannAg to swim, naj mito 
out some litfle distance without going beyond tlieir deprt^ 

One beautiful day, (as oar informant stated,) several elf 
these Afiican children were larbg their dnslrf forms in 
ttie tranquil bosom dT the coc^dood. Bottle, not havkg 
yet learnt to swim, wading out no fiuiher Hian knee-deep^ 
While otibers, somewhat bolder, would tettture tilihe water 
reac^ied their aranpits, and fearing to trust themsetres b** 
y<Hid, retrace Hmr steps till its diallowness enabled tlmdy 
witiiH>ut fear, to gambol and tnA about at tlieir pleasmre. 

A few older ones, who had learnt to swnn wdl, struck 
bddly out some hm^bred feet from tbefe feUows, plagfCblfy 
sporting in their favorite element, perfectly unconscioal of 
any danger being near to fr^ten or alarm. But, alas ! 
how soom was the merriment of these little, harmless sons 
of Africa turned into lamentatiMi and horror, while two of 
their number were never more to join tliem either in joy 
or grief. Suddenly a i^ercmg shriek rent tlie air and 
a<Aoed to the shore, and all was still. Almost at tiie same 
moment, aaotlier, still more thrilling and beart^readii^, if 
possUde, dian the first, reached the ears of a nnaber of 
ike inhaUtants of the island, who wOre near the beadK 
A ground shark had darted from the bottom, wtile tbe filK 
tie feHows were phiying in the water, and skiing one of 
tkeir nu]id>er, instantly carried him under water, and he 
was seen no more, which caused the first ritriek, abova 
iMatioBed. l^odmrthriUiBg cry proceeded frem a eciqr 
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piiftioB of tike Tictn, brioi^ng to dM group of twkB)»eit> 
wben aMotkker shark had smMd^ wd mo^xoBj Ut m two! 
Iho MCtto im0 i^e00ed by fldtaie sftd^M, wlbo iv^re fidi* 
hgm i^ tkiBitjr, and also by oevoral pencils on shore. 
On kearng the first sbiek, the mfXk in ibeir ouioe has* 
taaed to Ihe spot, but not m tkiie to save tiie ISMe siJfer- 
tin. 1^ beMd> to their horror, die idiihl's head and 
vtMy for a iMQieikt upon dM sorfooe of the water, and 
Mote they ooaM tmA it^ they saw it SMed by tfie rat^ 
.^no«8 jaws of a& enormoos sharks as a seoond UMrathfal, 
theio fisheittMi hatbg no doubt it was die saoie sharit 
that bit the little boy in two. The water, fer seyeral feet 
arouad, was diseolored wi di die Uood of the hmocent su^ 
fisrers. Tkid odie^ htdo swimmers, afanost fri^tened to 
desdi at die melaaohely itte of their ooatpaittobs; uttered 
tuch loud cries fer assiMtfioe, diat doiens of oaaoeB fiew 
to ttmr aid, and landed them safidiy on die beaoh. For 
»oan tmo alter iUs w ci tt r ei ic o , we irwd mfovtaed dait 
"wej few chiUbren had ^ temerity to trust themsehiM te 
von the shore. 

Oft Tkitjng the fort at Bix Oovv, wo wore ttraeh pleased 
iindi the neatness, xxdtr and amngement of ovory dih^ 
appertaining to it. On entering the great gikte ^at led 
into the area of the fertress, we wore radior taken by sup*> 
|>rise ait the dngdar cqipearance of the sentinel on duty% 
jSo was in Batyi uiufoitn,irith bis mnsketat the shoulder 
sfaiBBig as bri^t as a sftTor ddlar, a cap rather hi^ier 
(ban is usarily worn by our xofiyEitry companies, and with^^ 
•out « Tisor, dkpiaying to the gaae of the speotator an 
imint e r mpt ed Tiew of his hm from tJbe chin to die nndfle 
of dM fordiead, aboTO wUdi the cap concealed die uppor 
ptft^hbhaad. Our attoakn waa arrested fer 
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time in boldng upon this addier, as he waHced with : 
nred steps from cue aid of his post to the other, with thai 
erect gait so peculiar to the militaiy. And tiiis singvlar 
individual mi^t well be proud ol Us appearance, if km 
and stature alone were to be oonndered. Standing six 
feet without his visoriess and plameless cap, the latter 
adding a^ least one foot more to his height; a finm which 
the sculptor mi^t almost eavj and take as a model for his 
study, every part of his body heing displayed to the best 
advantage by the dese fit of his weU-cut military dress, 
bat when the eye wanSkored finom the foxm to the featorea; <^ 
the ooontenance of this peculiar being would poasle a phi* 
losopher to make up his mind to what nation or tr3>e upon 
the feoe at the earth he belonged. Hie features indicated 
nether the Englishman, Frenchman, Iridnnan or Scotch- 
num. There was nothing of the Asiatic, Spaniard or 
ItaBan, in a ain^ lineament. But, about the lips which 
were unusually thick and hirge, erne feature of the negro 
race voi^ be perceived. His skin, both on his &oe and 
hands, which was all that was exposed to view, was of a 
peculiar whiteness, the former being pitted all over fiom 
the ravages ai the SBMil^pax that gave to the countenance 
a corpse-like and cadaverous hue! And when he sniiad, 
it seemed more like the smile, (if such a thing were pos* 
siUe,) flitting across the fece of a corpse jost raised from 
tte tOB^, than from a living, human being. His eyea, 
however, were more peculiar than any other ttngulavity 
we had noticed; for they were exceedingly large, proni- 
nent and (rf* ApmkUh or reddUk hue. And when we saw 
him without his cap, our astonishment was increased to 
^ utmost by perceiving that instead of hmr upon his 
head, he had the ourly wool of the negro, bvt, instead <X 
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Wag Noeih was as iihl^Mhk oomplozion! Tlie eoocH 
vumdaat ai the fort informed ua tliat he waa an Albino or 
irluto negro belonging to ft tribe in tbe interior, and he 
had enlisted him as a soldier in the little garrison* 

We were freqaeniiy amused daring our stay at Dia; 
Cove at the noTel and peculiar manner of the natives in 
<^mbii^ trees. On one or two occasions, when aeyeral of 
these natiyes were seated near their huts, as we passed 
akng, we often stopped near them and freqnentij sat 
down in the shade of tibe cocoa trees to enjoy the cooling 
sea4)freeBe. At snch times many rf the natives, both men 
and women, boys and g^*ls, would gather around us out of 
eurioeity, as we were strangers. While a small group of 
ftese were gazmg at us as we were ^ajoying the delightful 
shelter, beneath the wide-spreading branches, firom the yer» 
tical rays of a noon-day sun, we expressed a desire for 
some cocoa nuts that were growing in rich and tempting 
dusters above our heads, full fifty fe«t fixnn the ground, as 
this peculiar tree, when at maturity, seldcnn sends out a 
single brandi from the strai^t and even trunk within 
forty, fifty, and even sixfy feet fit)m the luxuriant soil in 
which it grows. So, with regard to the fruit in these cir^- 
eomstances, we were situated in some req[>ects like the fox 
beholdmg the grapes he could not readi; for the mm* 
Uest sailor who ever climbed the rigging of his ship would 
find it di£Bcult to reach half the difriiance from the ground 
to the branches of one of these straight, tall and rather 
smooth barked trees. There, the nuts mij^t have remain- 
ad ere we should have made the attempt to possess them. 

Bat, what appeared so difficult to us, these 8imide,unso- 
phastioated Africans accomplished with the greatest ease. 
It waa tins: Taking the flexible and tough bark of a tree 
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peoifiar to the (Kmntry, (from ivIMi iliey also nuumfte* 
lore tiwir d^ ud bailing liUdSy neli^y eto.,) they ftrmedl 
H m*D the i^pe of a hoop. A boy of tbrot firarteen m 
fifteen jt$ati of age enclosed hiimelf and ihe ti^ thrf 
hoop bebg iubeequettdy e^ourecl; tad by pree^g haa jtee4 
igainBt the tree, ivhfle h» back was eupported by the oo^ 
eatHy of the pnaMe hoop^ ehmbed up wAl enrpnsiiig 
e^tpe^^tkni, by jtut nkoviiig his feet each titte ihe ho^ nii 
brther adranoed, and reaching the denred frdit, we w€M 
k a rery few n^ntee feadlang on ihe coolmg palp. 

The reader may not be aware that ihn fimit when takeft 
Ijmft tlw tree> befi»« it has fbfty ripened, has a rery difiMf^ 
ent appearanoe and taste firom what it has as generafif 
leen in oor oovntry some time after it has been gatiiered^ 
tiien, the milk k wiihin and separated from the fdp%' 
Here, as we feasted upon it, <<bknc mange^' has thenear» 
%Bt resemblance of any ilkang t can Hmk of to compare ift 
Vritii, as it is nearly or equally as whtte, aboat the same 
consistence and may be scooped ont of the shefi and eal 
ynAi a spoon. Some think it dellcioas in this incipieni 
Miige of its growth. It has nearly the flavor of the toSk 
in the matored state, as we usually find the finiit ndieil 
exported to onr own shores. 

It seems snrpnsmg when we reflect bnt for a sin^e mo* 
talent on the works of nature and the eflfects prodoced^ 
Here, beneath the intense rays of a burning smi, whkk 
Itti^t be snpposed wonld ahnost scorch and wither erefy 
thing withm its influence, the fiiiit is cooling and refimh^ 
kg to the dry and parched Hpe. As we partook of the 
jeBy-13ce substance cf the cocoa, freeh from the tree, it was 
to the palate almost of an icy coldness, and this, too, wheia 
we coidd scarcdy for a moiAent be exposed to the intaler» 
able heat of Sol's bright and scorching beams. 
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b no oHmato on Hm ftee of tiie yM$ hdbltebto i^ote 
li Hm Jmnaii race exempt firom fieeaeee. Hie tnveUef 
Ma J Tish ^e ooM Pb^xM of Siberia^ or tiie pigmj Uiab* 
llatiti nearer the icjpole. When hk olbeervadbos faatti 
extended over theee, he nay, if he pteaee, take np hie 
fine of march and retrograde, fiiT a moment ^anemg al 
Hm taiTnig and different nataone on his way, eitlker Bne» 
lian, Fofe, Geiman, Swede, Dutdi, Bn^ieh, Freneh, ItaK 
Ian, Spaniard or Tnrk; and many otfaare irho inkahit 
coontriee as widely diferent in wSL and prodnctione, ae in 
flieir language, manners taxi enstoms;*— and wl^ he has 
eeen all these, he wiH find; notwl^tanding the co}d,blei^ 
end diwry regkms Aaron^ whidi he has passed k north- 
em hiitades, or, advanoing towards tfie soodi experienoed 
ii^ warm and genial breath of summer ^ his ciieek in A 
smmier clime, that the inhabitants of each and all ant 
•flbstsd with some kind of ^Bsease, prevailing amongst 
ikbOk at eertain seasons of tfie year. 

Even Ae poor negro, whoee mhid has not yet beett 
faiwd to the standard of our (as we tibink) moral and 
nttsueetnal attamments, suffers, also, with the rest of the 
hmnan race, some of the evils of life entafled upon man- 
kind. Here, at this Etde settlement we daily saw several 
i ns taMpe s of individaal snflfenng. We had often, while 
tra£ng with the natives along this coast, seen many of 
them with large, prominent sores npon ukAt dnnmg bodies, 
hot we did not know the cause of, or nature of, these die* 
gosting si^^ts. Bnt, here, we learnt they were caused hf 
"ieA-worms.** Tliey vary in sise from six inches to h 
Cnt in length and are nsmdly about tiie thickness of a 
luffir. They breed between the flesh and skin, where they 
}«>C^hen out inr extend themsehes tffl they force a pas- 
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8ag0, Uaj cauae tiie most intonse uod excnioiatiBg pirn. 
In Bome individualg tliey are attended with a hixgid veil** 
iDg; in othen^ with loathwHne xdcers. And what ia most 
nngnlar, thaj nae no remedy for them, but let th^a oome 
out freeljy sometimeB (mlj washing the place affected wkb 
salt water. It ia said^ by thoae who are acquainted with 
the nature of this ringwlar affliction, that a per»m would 
ahnost rather die than suBfer the acute pain canaed by 
these disgusting wonns. 

We saw two or three noble specimens <tf the AfiricaA 
raoe, just before we left Dix CoYOi They came some dis^ 
tanoe froiff the interior, bringing with them a small quaiH 
tity of gold, in dust and bullion, s(»ne jueces of the latter 
wei^bing more than an ounce. Also, one or two pairs of 
sandals, yeiy neatly made from the hides of the cattle <w 
wild beasts of their natiye forests. Tbe straps which coo* 
£aied the feet were of polished leather, dyed of a de^ and 
beautiful red, while the button of the same material in the 
centre, where the straps crossed each other, was jet 
black, coavex in shape, and about the sise of an Amerieaa 
half eagle. These men were of good form and staturei 
neither of them varying an inch from six feet in ha|^t| 
b^ing rather over than below that standard. They were 
wdl proportioned in body and limbs, being neither wrpa^ 
lent nor lean, but a mean between the two. The gait of 
one of these men seemed more stately and commanding 
than that of his companions. He had, likewise, a kind of 
mantle carelessly thrown over one of his shodders, of 
native fabric, with stirpes running lengthwise alternately 
of a beautiful red and yellow. The cloth around his hnns 
was of the same material, while his feet were encased in 
sandals similar to those above described. We undeffstood 
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he mm a man <^ some distmction, haying accomiilaled 
coDsideraUe wealUi by trafficking mik the Europeans and 
others during his visits to the sea-ooast, at stated sea0(»iB 
of tiie jear, being generally acc(Maapanied by one or two 
friends, or, such as he chose to select as e(»npanions. He 
had leamt to speak a Uttie Engjlish during his frequent 
visits to the European settlements, as had also the others 
who at this time came with him. But, it was really 
lau^iable to hear these fine looking specimens (^ the negro 
raee murder the king's En^tlah. 

Our gentlemanly host, with whom we resided while 
here, purchased of them all their gold and the few other 
articles tiiey had brought with ^m for sale. The former, 
in dust and solid metal, amounting to some fifte^oi or 
twenty ounces, our captain subsequentiy purchased of tbe 
En^ish resident at second hand. Could he have bought 
it of these Africans tliemselves, he probaUy would have 
saved (me hundred per cent, in the trade. Sut this, he 
could not have an opportunity of doing, unless it had been 
biou^t (m board the vessel, were he so disposed, the busi- 
nesi at the settlements being usually transacted by the 
resident ikiropeans. We saw some beautiful specimens of 
the handicraft of the natives of the interior, which our 
captein bou^t. They were two war-horns or trumpets 
made from small scrivellas of ivory or elephants' teetii. 
The aperture for the mouth was at the side, within about 
SBC mehes of the small end of the tooth, and carved in 
such a manner as to represent the mouth with the lips 
turned outwards. Every other part of tiiese singular 
specimens of African skill and ingenuity, refHresented some 
kind of figure, each diflfering from the other and so findy 
wnme^t by the hand <^ tiie workman, that no civilixed 
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man oodld hwdlj believe that it was posoble tor m nie^- 
unoQltiYated negro of the wiMs of Africa to aeeoni^^ieh 
raoh a hi^j finiihed jMroduotioit; especially, as one of 
these flgores Tepresoited the head and p^ect features rf 
a negro exquintrij carved. And what made them appear 
still more beaotifiily ttie ivory was dyed of a deep dbocolate 
odor and hij^y polished. 

Thus, it i^[qpear8 from such spechnens of skilli that the 
African certainly does not sink very low in ttie scale of 
ignorance, as &r as regards the mann&cture of various 
articles, either for (nmament or use. From what we had 
seen amongst the nnmerons tribes, with whom we had 
traficked, daring oar interooorse with them we mi^ in 
ihis respect justly draw a comparison between some of the 
natives of this country, and the abori^pnes or Indians who 
inhabit vast tracts of country in our own uncultivated 
wikls, both in North and SouA America. It is true, that 
many of the tribes of In<fians on the great western oonti^ 
nent are very skflfrd in the manufackure of smafl wtieles; 
sneh as caps, baskets, moccasins, etc., as wdll as in their 
bows and arrows; — but let the close observer examine ih0 
moccann of the Indian ade by side with the sandal ^ the 
African, and I think he would not for a moment hesitate 
to acknowledge the superior skill, ingenuity and workman- 
diip in the latter. Those we had seen had no tansri 
ornaments upcm them to attract the eye, but they were 
perfecfly neat, strong and substantaal ; whereas, the moo- 
casin being decorated with a profusion of little beads of 
variegated colors, are indeed very pretty to behold ; still, a 
mero child might, without much difficulty, arrange these 
rimple ornaments and sew them on. In the African san- 
dal, the leather its^, where it is colored at all, is with a 
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dye extracted from his own nfttive plants ; prepared b j his 
own hands, and is really beautifiil. Some of the ck><hSy 
also, made from the bark of their natiye trees, are yerj 
eveidy woTen, the firmness <^ the hhno and the brilHancj 
c/t the cokring, making them not only j^eamng to kx4c 
upon, but their texture is strong and durable. 

The neatness displayed in the workmanship of the light 
canoe, called the ^^kroo-canoe,'' is certainly cre^table to 
these unciyiSaed people. The days of inde&tigable lab(Mr 
required to h<Aow it out from the 9olid trunk of a tree, 
the wood of which is much harder flian mahogony, and 
then witibout any mathematical rules, save what tiieir own 
natural ingenuity furnishes them, giving to it that symme- 
try of ferm always seen in these Kght, buoyant and 
orescent-shaped canoes, seems almost to challenge a com- 
petition with civilised nations. Many have thou^ and 
siffl think, that the African race are so dull and stupid 
ihaititiffahnostmipossiUe to teach them any tiling. This, 
however, cannot be true; for, wherever we see a natimi or 
aSbe of bemgs on the face of the earth, who are skHled in 
the manufiMsture of such articles as have been above de- 
scribed, and many others that mi^t be mentioned, it 
seens obviocis that the intellect of such a people may be, 
in some degree, cultivated, if opportunities were affiwded 
titom for Hub purpose. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Most all of the adult negroes of iliis place, amongst 
the males, we observed had a ^'Fetish" of some kind or 
other suspended from the neck. Some of these were in 
the form of a crescent; others were of diiDferent shapes 
aod materials, and, generally, nearly covered all over wift 
small marine shells, which gave to them a very pretty 
appearance. Whenever it thmidered, we noticed they 
always took hold of their Fetish with one or both hands, 
and muttered something over it, as if they were praying 
to some unaginary deiiy. If they were on board our ves- 
sel, in tiieir canoes, or on their native soil, tiie same 
singular idolatrous worship was performed. But the 
smaller Fetishes are only worshipped as inferior deities. 
They have others of a superior order called ^ Grand 
Fetishes," whom they appeal to <hi great occasions. The 
^^snake'^ is one of these. We saw a very large tree 
which the natives infbrmed us was the resort of a mon^ 
strous serpent some thirty feet in length. We should have 
doubted the story of the serpent, notwithstanding the as- 
sertion of the Africans, altiiou^ we had tan^ble evidence 
of the tree, had not an English gentleman who had seen 
this enormous snake several times with his own eyes satis-' 
fied us of its trutii. On particular occasions, we were 
informed tiiat several of the natives would resort to it in a 
body when they thought their private or inferior Fetidies 
had not sufficient power to protect them. At such times 
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9B dron^t, or ftmine, or any o&er great calamity, fliey 
ironld go in considerable nnmbers, forming a kind of pro- 
cession, ifith their rade gongs or drams beating, and 
trampets sounding, and when they had arriyed within 
ahoat tweniy or thirty rods of the tree they would sud- 
denly halt. For a few minutes they majntain perfect 
aOenoe^ and Ihen commence iheir winrship by beating upon 
their gongs with all their ndgbt with quick and rapid 
strokes, while the trumpets send f<»:th their loudest and 
most fiyely strains. Now, scmgs and dances be^ to the 
praise of this horrid living idol, ot ^^ Grand Fetish," that, 
even during these singular deyotaons, has at such times 
been seen with Ins enornMnis folds coiled round a limb of 
the tree, his head projecting some fiye or six feet from the 
wayy folds in a horizontal directicm watching for his prey. 
Sometimes, the n<»se made by trumpet and drum would 
alann him, and uncoiling himself from tiie limb he would 
reach the ground and escape into the thicknesses of the 
forest When tiiey had thus seen him escape, they would 
i])proach nearer to the tree, still continuing their songs 
and dances. After they had, as they thought, appeased 
the anger of their heathen god by these peculiar devotions, 
tiiey would ^ve more substantial evidence of their sincer- 
ify by tying two or three goats near the resort (ji their 
^^all-powerfol idd," that he might satisfy his appetite at 
his leisure. The poor goats were not long allowed to crop 
the tender herbage around them, even to the extent of the 
tether which made these unsuspecting and innocent ani- 
mals prisoners for such a dreadful sacrifice; — for his 
snakediip had been watched by one or two English gentle- 
men, after the natives had retired, and he had been seen 
to retum, coil himself around one of the Umbs of the tree 
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for a few miirateSy aad then suddeoly daiimg upon 4he 
prey nearest to lihn, midote the karmhwn goat whfle e ro y 
{Mng the horfaage within the mafeee of Us dimy foUky 
afanoet inetantly breaking erery bone k his body^ wifle 
the cmihed mass of booee, sinews and fledi, soon diia|>- 
peared as it was gradiaally ewaDo wed whc^ by the nmster 
rqvtile. In this manner one by one of the living i 
left by the superstitiovs and idolataroos Afirioana 
feasted vfcm by this heathen god or Grand Fetishl 

After gorgmg himself thus, tins serpent was ohsennad 
to hftTO increased more Aanonehslf in oir0iiaiireBoa,«Bd 
wodd remain in a kind of torpid state, sometimed for two 
or three days, when it mi^ have been destroyed with the 
greatest ease and safety. And, generally, 'vdien Ike 
natives see a large snake in this state they destroy him fer 
the sake of the skk which they dispose of to Boropean 
and American trades fer a oonsidersble earn; bat in no 
ease whatever wonld an African raise his hand against the 
^^ Grand Fetish" or a partionlar serpent as above descifted. 
Neither would they permit a white man to inflict the least 
injury upon this idol of their worship; for even among 
AoM a el veB die penalty of such an offence is deaith^ and 
more than one European has lost his life on this coaet, (as 
I shall meatim in some future pages,) by inadvexteniy 
killing a ^^ Fetish snake," not knowing the peculiar super- 
stitions of the natives for this living reptile. 

They have, also, another Fetidi somewhat msemMin g a 
CUnese idoL This, is in the form of a nepro in a ^fing 
posture, or, radier more like squatting* It is gmffriOj 
made of a blackish eartii or clay, placed on a sort of pe- 
destal and adorned witti a kind of red doth ornamented 
with shells, (te the top of the Jiead are lisards, anakes. 
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«lc.9 niA red feaUien in die midel. Two er tiiree Inlf 
eftUbaflhds ere |dftoed befinre it. One of tbem eonlMnB 
imo or tiiree eariheB beHs. TUb idol is generatty inrok- 
ed «r «oii8uked when iliej coBomenee any eepital nsdev- 
idd&g cr anj thing Terj mrasiiaL 

39Hy have aleo Mioiber Fetish, yMA ie the sea. TUs, 
thejr aeem to think can be ae aoepieioas to tbem in their 
Tniovs nndertakbgi ae the eeipent, tree, earthen idol, or 
any other that thejwordiip. SamdiBaes when fl>e ireaflier 
iealemy and boigterone, they fonn a |»ooe8aon and waflc 
taivardB the seik Here, an ox and eomelnee a goait, 
enly, is kiUed upon the beadi, where the blood ia safinped 
to toD^ &e goiklen sande as it nances wiA the wa^es 
Aiat break in snowy fitam npon the shore. And to com- 
plete the sacrifice, one of the priests throws a rix^ rfpore 
gM as far into the sea ae t^ sireiq^ of Us am will 
penoft, and tiins is the anger of their imaginary god or 
Betish appeased. In relation to tlieee Fetishes, as aboTC 
stated, they do not apphf to the natires in particular near 
Vix Oove, but to many of the tribes along tiie whole coast 
with whom we trafficked. 

We fennd, dvring oar intercourse with the diverse and 
wfans tiibes akmg this coast, that when treated kuMUy 
by US, we were genmlly treated as kindly in return. 
ISnre were, it is troe, some few ezoeptions, when some 
trijBing articles had been jnlfered from ns; bat, then, this 
isnsEtnral and most be expected amongst afanost every 
imciyitiied nation or tribe on the face of the whole earth. 

Oejrgd Catlin, however, stated diat during the time he 
visited the Indians of North America, and partook of Ae 
hospitality of more than forty different tribes, not an arti- 
ds^ as ftr as he knew, was ever taken or pnrldned from 
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him. He said he wag always treated with unifomi kunl* 
ness, aad on taking leave ai one ai these tribes, in order 
to visit another, oae of the prineipal ehie&, advandngtcHT* 
ards him, would, in bidding him £Etfewell, ^ilold faim iia 
his embrace and saj, ^^ the Great Sfurit be mik joa !" 
Such instances as tb^, I should think, must be race. li 
is di£GMnilt to beUeve that a stranger, trayelling amongst so 
many diffisrent hmrdes of rude, nncoltiYated beings, shenld 
escape with his property or even with his life. Had I net 
heard Cadin hhnself assert the above fiMSts, « few jwm 
since, in Fanneil Hall, in the dty of Bo6t<m, b^otre a lavge 
audience, daring an exhibition of paintings of his own, in 
^ relation to these Indians of onr own coontrj, I fihoohi have 
afanost doubted this mKxnaomon trait of thdr cbaraotw in 
regard to pilfering. Yet, notwithstanding this peculiar 
restraint the Indian imposes up<m himself, (if I may so 
call it,) in keeinng his hands firom the property of a atran* 
ger travelling throu^ his dcHnimcms, and snflfering the law 
of kindness to predominate, and sway its sceptre over him, 
stiU, there is its opposite — I mean the ^' lex talioms," or 
law of retaliation. 

As the Indian of North America always remendbers 
the hand that confers a favor, so in its ojqsosite, does he 
never forget an iiyury. Even after a period /of neariy 
half a century has passed away, he will pursue the object 
of his hate, and be ,revenged. If tndts of character like 
these are found among the aborigines of our own country, 
so, likewise, in many respects, will they be discovered in 
other uncivilised nations, however remote icom each other. 
Therefore the unsophisticated African has, also, imi^anted 
in his nature, the same motives of action that predconinate 
in all nations, tribes or wandering hordes, scattered over . 
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lb» 8iu&ee of the ^obe, and will idwajs oontinae (o iwaj 
IbMA till the Ught of christiamtj breaks throng ^ daric 
do«da of their beni^ted mindB, and teaehes them ^ to do 
vato others as they wonid wish others to do onto them.'' 
A einmmstanoe was related to our captain that occurred 
some years before we visited Ihe coast, which seems to 
show Ad latent spark Ihat slumbers in the bosom of the 
natit^ African, till cause or opportunity fims it into flame. 
Tht Dutch had a setdement on the sea-shore, protected 
by a fort, as most oi Ihe European usually are. At this 
]daee a gentleman by the name of ^^ De Abnn " was gor- 
emor. He had a wife, and one or two other members be- 
hraging to the fiumly. There were, also, two or tiiree 
Africans, who were emi^oyed as cock, waiters, etc. By 
some means or other, the cook had been treated ill, (or he 
imaged he had,) by some member of the £unily, as was 
reported at the time. Whether it was the governor, his 
wife, or any other of tihe litde family, who had oflfonded 
him, was not certainly known. But as the story was re- 
lated, it appears that at dinner on a certain day, Ihe mem- 
bers of this small household, consisting of only five per- 
sons in all, had their soup served up as usual for the first 
course, of which they all unsuspectin^y partook. In a 
few moments after, one of the party was observed to turn 
very pale, and ahnoet at the same instant all seemed to bo 
strangely affected, and were unable to render any assis- 
tance io eadh o&er. Before five minutes had elapsed, fi>ur 
ci the number were corpses, having fiiDen from their 
chairs upon ihe floor, perfectly lifeless. The other, a 
young man, who had partaken but very lightly of the 
soup, recovered in a short time, to behold the dreadful 
sij^b^of t^e governor, his lady and two others, who were 
14 
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bvtaflhort time b^nre seated arooDd their own taUe ia 
good health, tnd little thiiiking their final hoar was eo near 
at handy now stretched upon the floor in the odd embrace 
of death. A deadly p(»8on had heen mfiised into the 
soap by the negro oook, who, ai soon m he had ananged 
ererything so as to effect his diabolical parpose^ fled into 
the interior of the country and escaped. 

Another mngalar instance of African hatred and re- 
venge, is related, whidi occurred at a Patch settleiaent 
many years ago, situated a connderaUe distance to wind- 
ward of Diz Gove. Fr<nn the African who acted 00 coa- 
qncnouB a part at Ihe time, Ihe f<»rt which protected the 
place took Ihe name of Conny's Castie. ^^When ike 
Prussians, who were first possessed of it, left the coast of 
Quinea, they committed the care of the fort to J<dm Ckm- 
ny. Daring the time the Prussians coimnanded, it was 
called Fredericksburg. This African, <m taking the c(»n- 
mand, had strict orders not to deliver it up to any nation 
but the Prussians ; but soon after C<»my came in posses- 
sion, and the latter had departed, the king of Prussia sold 
aU his interest on the coast of Guinea to the Dutch India 
Company, there being anoth^ fort bel<mgii^ to him sitor 
ated upon Oi^ Three Points. When the Dutch came to 
demand this fort, John Gonny refused to deliver it up to 
them, which j»roduoed a war that continued for some yeairs, 
and cost the Dutch much money and a great deal of blood- 
shed. On the other hand, Gonny, flushed with hi^ ?»paat- 
ed victories over the Dutch, became a mortal enemy to 
them, and considered them in the most obnonous lij^ ; 
to show which, he had a small path that led from the outer 
gate to the inner apartment of his castle, paved with the 
skulls of Dutchmen who were slain in l^f^;^0, fmd as a fiyrther 
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nsrkof ooftttonply be bad one skoH tipped wi& silTer, wbieb 
be ii0ed as a poBeb-bowl ! Hewever, be was finally oon- 
qnered, and fled mta flie oeimlryy and the DuMi took po»- 
eefloion of ibe fort." 

nieae are &etB vbidi eaanot be oontroverted. If ^boB 
one rastance akme does not dispby soBie singolar iraiti in 
tbe Afrioan cbaraeter, I know not wbere to find tfaean. 
Had not liiia negro been conndered bj tbe PmsBiaDa a 
eom p ei e nt person to command and protect tibia fort from 
the attacks of a formgn foe, be would not, certainly, bave 
been left in poesession. He must bave be^i tfaonj^ ca- 
pable of defending &e poet wbicb was entrusted to bim. 
If courage is a tnit in any indiTidoal, to raise bim in the 
estimation of bis fellow men, tbis poor, ignc»«Qt, degraded 
Hack, (as tbe wbde race are often called,) must bare 
possessed tbe most indomitable conrage. Otherwise, bow 
conld be bave contended with an ingenieas and civibaed 
fee, wbo was aoqoiunted with all tbe arts of war, and soo- 
cessfiiHy, too, {or a number of ccHiseoatiTe years ? Tbis 
i^ppears snrprisng in a rode barbarian, who is thought 
scarcely to know enoagb to defend himself against a sin- 
^e incBvidnai foe. It is tnie, that paving the path that 
led to the castle with the skulls of bis enemies, shows a 
kind of savi^ness which christian nations wonld no4 ex- 
bAit ; stiD, what less could be expected firom an unculti- 
vated, uncivilized Ethiopian ! H^ hatred against the fee 
wMt whom he had to contend, was evidently manifested 
in this peculiar manner. Revenge appears to be an bi- 
berent pasmon in ^e human breast, not cmly amongst sav- 
age and barbarous nations or tribes, but pred(»mnates even 
in the bosoms of those who call themselves civiHsed. 

^Rie settlements along tins coast, from Kerra Leone to 
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tiie equiitor, are now soldom troubled by 19M beflite of 
any kind, although in the intenor, partmdarly on the Ito^ 
ry and Gold Coasts, riephants, Uons and ti^;ers may be 
found in considerable numbers. The first setttennreve 
much annoyed by them ; but the fear of tiie white man 
has driren Hiem baek into the recesses of the forest. In 
tiie mountainous parts of Anta, a country extending needy 
twenty miles firom east to west, thmre were formerty gfealt 
numbers of elephants and tigers, which <^n infested ^ 
European finrts, and not only terrified the inhabitants, but 
destroyed tlieir cattle. Bosman, who was chirf fiM^tor of 
a settlement the French had once at Sakkundi, gitM 4 
singular relation of the audacity of one of these animab. 

^^ Some of my sheep, (says he,) as wdl as those of my 
nei^bor, the En^ish &ctor, were seyeral ni^ts devoured 
by a tiger, which at last grew so bold, that he came it 
tihree o'clock in the afternoon to the lodge, and killed a 
oou}^ of sheep. Perceiving him in time, I went, accom- 
panied by my gunner, two En^ishmen, and a pearty of 
negroes, all armed with muskets, in pursuit, and Boom 
overtook him, though not before he had got into a small 
thicket of underwood, which we beset. The gunner went 
into the thicket to see where he lurked, but in a few min- 
utes came running back fri^tened almost out of Us wile, 
having left his hat and slippers behind. The tig^ had 
even bitten him, and was ready to seize him, when, to the 
man's good fortune, the beast happening to be affrighted 
by some felling branches, he retreated, and gave the gun- 
ner time to escape. One of the En^ishmen, impatient at 
waiting so long, resolved to march into the wood with hk 
musket, iT possible, to dislodge him. 

^^ The tiger suffered him to approach close, and then 
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feU vpern him witii extreme fxurj, seized him wilh his feet 
bristfing with sharp claws, by the shoukLer-blade, and fix- 
ing his sharp teeth in his side, wonkl, doobtless, imm^ 
^Bfttely hft?e torn him to pieces, if, by crying oat, he had 
jioi deawB us to his asmstance, which obliged the tiger to 
quit his prey ; yet the man was so miserably handled in 
UiB diort time by the enraged animal, that he lay sense- 
less for half a day, partly by the yenom of the bite, and 
partfy by tiie fiight he had received. 

« The negroes were so terrified at this, that each quit- 
ted his post, ai^ gaye the tiger room to escape, which he 
0OOO attenqpted, but in his flight out of the thicket, some- 
tihing ha]q)ened truly tragjrcomical. The underfitctor of 
the Kngliflh fort, near which the adventure happened, had 
promised to come to our assistance ; and accordin^y, the 
yery moment the tiger quitted the wood, he advanced with 
his musket in his hand, attended by several of his own peo- 
ple, but se^ng ihe tiger making up to him, he ran as &st 
back as his legs would carry him. This, putting him out of 
iHreath, and being dreadfully frightened, about a musket- 
sboi item the fort he'fell over a stone, where the tiger had 
afaready overtaken him. The company stood trembling at 
a distance, looking <m with horror, expecting every mo- 
ment to see him torn in peces before their eyes ; but tiie 
saya^ brute, to their surprise, instead of attacking him, 
turned off and fled. This I attributed to the cry he and 
his foOewers made, for tiiey durst not shoot, he stood so 
near fiie fisuiitory. 

" The same tiger, however, was not deterred frwn com- 
ing again in a few days after, and killing some sheep, 
which put me in another way of trying to catch him. I 
made a sort of cage, of strong pales, twelve feet long and 
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fiyor broad, kying a tiwuaaiid poimda iraigbt of iteie oa 
it) to prevent hk breaking oat above. I fbmiabed it iMk 
a doable plank ioor, and in one of the comeni I put a kn* 
Bor cage, wbioh took ap <«ie qoarter of the whofei in^ a- 
ooaple of aniall hogB in it After this, I set the doer lika 
that of a rat trap, so Ihat the tiger owild not cone m. to 
seiae the bogs nithoat shotting hiinself in^ wliile the Utile 
cage secored the hogs from his fury. The stratagen sod^ 
ceeded so well, that three ni^ts alW, the tiger wafl 
caoi^t, at midni^t. Instead of roaring, as was expect^ 
ed, he immediately set his teetii to work, and had certaialj 
eaten his way oat of limbo, could he have had Imt one 
half hour's time, for he had soon rent the kmer from the 
outer door, and eaten the palisades half tiirou^. In 
short, I came seawmably to prevent his breaking jail. 
Not to dally with fruitless firing, I clapped the aioade of 
my musket, kMMled witii three balls, between the paleSr 
whkh the tiger furiously catched at, and so fumidied me 
with a fine oi^Murtunity of dispatching him at one shot. 
He was about the siae of a common cal^ weU provided 
with large teetii and claws. 

<< This success furnished the company with a feast of 
ei^t days, for by the custom of the coiurtry c£ Anta, ha 
who catches a tiger, is privileged for ei^ days to seiae 
aU the palm-wine brought to market, without paying any 
thing. This was accordin|^y done, and the whale ei^t 
^ days were qpent by the negroes in diouiing, dancing, lei|w 
ing, and all other manner of puMic jollity." 

At the time the events transpred, as above related, 
the native Africans placed a great deal more confidenoe 
in the Europeans than they have since. Many treaoher*. 
008 acts towards the inhabitant of this country, even by 
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EogjfiAflieii tinefamltvWy bave made them in mtnj rai|)eetf 
luwircuitfU of phcing too mntk eonfidence eithar in ike 
words or aondiMi of the wbite man. It is not much to be 
i9i»ndered at^ that amongiii tmeiTiliied peofde like these, 
soek JbalmgH shedd predominate ; for, even in onr own 
cettotvy, aMiongh civiliied and under ihe influMice of the 
laws of christianify, we are apt to hck upon a base action 
oommitled by ai^ of oor fcflow m^i in snch a lig^t as 
ahnest to doid>ieTei7 individual member of sooiefy. And 
we 4Miiaider the loss of libertj next to Uu^ of ^ itself. 
l%at die negroes of some parts of ibis ooast AoM have 
an inveterate hatred to the Ea^ish eommanders of vea- 
sels trading here, is not snrprising, wb^^ snob cmel, base 
and cowardly acts as the following are related. 

^^ The town of Anamaboe is remaricable for the follow* 
ing eireiimstance: An En^ish captain, in the year 1749, 
went ap to this part of the coontry with some of his peo- 
pte, to trafic, where he was mtrodnced to a negro king, 
who bad £Nrfy thousand men. Tina prince, bemg capti- 
yated with Ae polite behavior of the KngKrib, entertained 
them witih the greatest civility, and at last reposed so 
mnch ccnfidenoe in Ae captain, as to entrust him with his 
son, aboot d^^iteen years of age, with ano&er sprightly 
ymidi, to be brou^t to En^bmd, and educated in the 
!l^iaropean numner. 

^ ^e captain received them with great joy, but they 
woe no sooner in his possesraon, than he basely sold them 
for slaves. In a short time after he died, and the ship 
coming to Bngjand, tlie (rfkers related tiie whole affidr, 
on which the government sent to pay tbeir ransom, and 
they were bron^t to England, and put under the c^are of 
the Earl of Hali&x, who gave orders for dothing and 
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edncsting them in a very genteel manner. They were 
afterwards introduced to His Majesty, richly dressed in 
the European style. They appeared seyeral times at the 
theatres, and one ni^t in particular at Oovent Garden^ to 
see the tragedy of " Oroonoko." They were receiyed 
with great applause, which they acknowledged by a gen- 
teel bow, and then took their seats in a box. The sight 
of persons of their own color on the stage , apparently in tike 
same distress from which they had been so lately defiy* 
ered ; the tender interview between Imoinda aad Oreo* 
noko, who was betrayed by the treadiery of a ci^tain ; 
his account of his sufferings, and the repeated abuse of 
his placability and confidence, strongly aflfected them widi 
that generous grief which pure nature always feels, and 
which art had not yet tau^t them to repress ; in short, 
the young prince was so far overcome, that he was obliged 
to retire at the aid of tiie fourth act. BSs companion re- 
mained, but wept the whole time — a droumstasice which 
aifocted the au^ence yet more than the whole play, and 
doubled the tears that were shed for Oroonoko and Imo- 
inda. These young Africans were baptised by the Bev. 
Mr. Terret, then reader of the Temple, who took great 
pains to instruct them in the christian fUth. They ap- 
peared perfectly satii^ed during their stay in England, 
but ihe young prince, being desirous of seeing his royiJ 
fibther, he, with his companion, politely took tiieir leave, 
and arrived safe at Anamaboe, in the month ci Decem- 
ber, 1760." 

The angular circumstances that occasioned tiie African 
prince to pay a visit to England, gave rise to several pub- 
lications during their stay. Among these, was an admir- 
able poem, entided— 
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*THB AJSWCJkN FBINCE, NOW IN ENGLAND, 

90 iARA, AT HIS FATHER'S COURT :» 

[Of which tte foOourb; b an dbrtiBct.] 

'• Princess, rty fair, tuifortonately great, 

Bom to tlie pompotis TAssalage o( state, 

Wbene'er the piiblic calls aire doom'd to fly 

Domestic bliss, and break the private tie, 

JPame pays with empty breath the toils they beaf, 

And lore's soft joys are changed to glorious care ; 

Itet conacioas yirttte, in the silent hottr, 

Rewards the hero With a noble dower. 

J^OT this alone I dar'd the roaring sea, 

Tet more — for this I dar'd to part with thee. 

" Fiz^d the dread Toyage, and the day decreed, 
When duty's Tictim, love was doom*d to bleed ; 
Too well my memory can those scenes renew, 
We met to sigh, to weep onr last adlen. 

"If in sonie distant land my prince should find 
8ome nymph more fiair " yon ciyd,*' as " Zara kind,*' 
MyfteriooB dotibt ! Which could at once impart 
Belief to mine and angnish to thy heart, 
Btin let ilie triumph in the fear expressed, 
The Toioe of love that Whispered m Ay breaat) 
Nor caU me cruel, for my truth shall prove 
*T was but the vain anxiety of loVe. 

"How vainly proud the arrogantly great 
Presume to boast a monarch's godlike state! 
Subject alike, the peasant and the king. 
To life's dark His, and care's corroding sting. 
tVom guilt and fraud that strikes in silence sure, 
No shields can guard us, and no arms secure. 
By these, my lair, subdu'd, thy prince was lost, 
A naked e^tive on a barb'rous coast 
What dreadful change! abandoned and alone, 
The shouted prince is now a slave unknown ; 
To watch his eyes no bending courtiers wait, 
No hailing crowds prodaam his regal state; 
A slave, condemned with unrewarded toO, 
To turn ^m mom to eve a burning soil ; 
At night I mingled with a wretched crew, 
Who by long tUe with woe familiar grew< 
14* 
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or tfiOMCi bMtUii moreOan Aftd nidai 
Thej mocked mj swflTrings, and my pangs reaew'd I 
In groans, not sleep, I passed the weary night, 
And rose to labor witii the morning light 

'^Bvi Amu this dreadfol scene With joy I tlvnt 
To tmst in HeaVn, of me let 2ara leam. 
Hie wretch) the sordid hypocrite, that sold 
Wb charge, an Unsuspecting prince, for gold, 
Hiat justice marked, whose eyetf can aerer tfleepi 
And death, commissioned, smote him on the de^) 
The gen'ibos crew, their port in saiety gain, 
And tell my monmfol tale, nor tell in vain ; 
The king, iifith horror of the atrodous deed. 
In haste coslmaoded, and the slave Was freed. 
Ko more Britannia *s die blnsh of shame 
Bums for my wrongs, her king restores her fame | 
Propitious gales, to l^eedom^s happy shore. 
Waft me triumphant and tiie prmoe restore ; 
What e'er is gay and great around me shine} 
And all the splendor of a court is mine ; 
And knowledge here, by piety refined, 
Bheds a blest radituce oW my brightening mind. 
¥rom earth 1 tntTel Upward to the sky; 
I learn to lire, to reign, yet more, to die. 

" Oh 1 I hare tales to tell of lore dirine, «^ 
Sndi blissfhl tidings ! they shall soon be thinei 
I long to tell thee, what amas^d, I see, 
What habits, buildings, trades, and polity 1 
How art and nature vie to entertain 
In public shows, and mix delight with pain. 

" Oh 1 Zara, here, a story, like my own. 
With mimic skill, in borrowed names was shown} 
An Indian chief, like me, by fraud betray'd, 
And partner in his woes, an Indian maid. 
I can't recall the scenes, *t is pain too greats 
And if recall'd, should shudder to relate^ 
To write the wonden here I strive in rain ; 
Each word would ask a thousand to explain. 
The time will come, O speed the lingering hour I 
When Zara's charms shidl lend description power ; «-» 
Farewelll thy prince stiU lives, and still is fnt\ 
Farewell ! hope all things, and remember me.** 
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^Che negro soverago, penetrsltd with gratitode for tiho 
potenuJ attention shown to his son by the Eari of Hali&x, 
sent presents of considerable value to that nobleman, 
among which were two negro boys of the same age as the 
prince and his companion. These his lordship took par- 
ticular care of, and provided tot them in a very decent 
ttanner, the <me being very fond of, and properly initiated 
in tlie culinary art, became his lordbhip's cook; the other 
tttiended him to Ireland at the time he wad lord lieateiiaDi 
of that kingdom, when the office of sergeant^trumpet (a 
place for life,) becoming vacant, his lordship presented it 
to his black. The former fell h mxttyt to excessive 
drinkuig. Hie iMt^i" was nniversally esteemed for his 
affiibilify and pditeness, and weU known in London by the 
appellation of the ^ Gentteman Black.'' 

^^He married a white wcmian ^{ ^nsiderable family, 
and S(mie fortune, who broke her heart for the loss of him, 
and was buried in tiie same grave a few weeks after his 
interment. This person's name was Frederick Cudjoe. 
He attended his patron, Lord Hali&x, In his dying mo- 
ments." 

The above, are, certainiy^ some singular specimens of 
individuid character in the Afi^ican race. It seems that 
some oi these people have as tender feelings as the most 
susceptible amongit ourselves. Every African has not a 
)ieart df acbbdant. He had been diatneflilly misrepresent- 
ed, by the interested and hearfless slave-dealer, who would 
Ijladly see an the negroes oa this coast maaaded and 
deprived of their freedom, could he but receive a i»ece of 
irorthiess gold for every headv The representation of the 
tragedy at Covent Garden, vdiich the young priace and 
kis friend witnessed, drew fordi fi^na the latent fiMmtaiM 
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ti thw bearts, feelings as tender at eter gjtov^ m ^iis 
boeoms of anj of oar boasted race. And wiH it stiH- btf 
said^ their mindB cannot be coUirated, and that tbej are 
cdlj fitted by their nature to be as beatts of bnrden or 
degraded dares! 

The diSnrent disiricts or departments along this wms^ 
ander the respectiTe names <^ "Grain Coast/^ "Itory 
Coast," ** Gold Coast," etc., hare their principal towns hi 
flie interior with the greater part of the population. The 
Bnj^ish captain ventured inland to one of fliese popuhwi 
places, when the jonng prince and his fiiend were ecH^d' 
ed to his care and protection. Those little towns hM»htad 
on the sea-ooast, all along the shore, brionging k> these 
districts, either near or between the Suropean ferts or 
oasUes, are only for ike convenience of trade witfi vessets 
of various nations, which anchor opposite tiiese little lA* 
lages for that purpose, as we ourselves had done. Tht 
inhabttsnts thus eonvemently located, have an uuint cr rup t* 
ed view of the ocean, and can immediately percMve any 
sail in tiie oflhig, even when several miles from tiie shorei 
If she is seen to iq)proaoh towards the land in iht 
Erection oi their settlements, they gather all the artielas 
tiiey can find for the purposes of traffic with the stranger, 
sudli as ivory, camwood, ebony wood, bees-wax, paloMiB^ 
gdid dust, etc. Of the anhnid and vegetable idnda^ 
goats, i»gs, monkies, yams, sweet potatoes, pine ^)plcs^ 
oranges and lemons, cocoa nuts, bananas, plantains, ete. 
And these are not all; they will frequentiy collect a var^ 
ety of Inrds, such as parrots, paroquets, African doves, 
a beautiftil bird called the crown bird, (from a toft ef 
beaulifid feathers on his head,) Muscovy dudes, Guinea 
hens, and oommon tomk in abundance. AD tiieae, aad 
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maaj more, too ntonerotis to mention, are soon transported 
from liie flbore in their esnoes as soon as tlie vessel hM 
nmbcfrtdj if by her appearance she seems to be a trader 
or frkodfy towaifds them. K ri&# should be a snspicioos 
looking craft, and has come on the coast as a slaver, tbey 
gsnerally find it out by some means or other, and are very 
Motions of venturing on board. We had seen an instance 
of tloB ourselves. 

One morning as we were approaching the land, being 
sene few mBes distant, a scho<mer which we had seen at 
day4treiA in tbe offing sea^ward, apparently steering fof 
us, had by h^ superior sailing, gained almost within hail- 
ing distance, wh€»i, oa a -sudden, to oiii: surprise, a gun 
was fired firom one of her bow^ports, the ball wUssdng past 
i» within a very few feet of ike man at ^ helm, and 
buried itself in the water some distance beyond us. At 
the same moment the Spamcdi flag was displayed at the 
main peak, our flag being abready hoisted. Thidking she 
ms^t be a {nratical craft, we were under some appreh^i-* 
wm of being c{q)tured, as we were unprepared to c<mtend 
with a vessel of any force, not being sufficient either in 
SRBsment or men for. such an emergency. However, we 
were not bng in finding out what her intentions were 
idrteds us. Although every sidl we had set on oar craft 
wis well filed I^ a ^pretty firesh breexe, the Spaniard had^ 
Hofcwitfadtanding, overhauled us very fest, as the diarp and 
Wedge43[e bows of the clipper schooner so easily pkm^ 
ed throni^ the dancing waves, bearing a mass of snow^ 
^Aite fiMBtt he&ir^ her, and as die rose upon ike swelHng 
#eas, disj^yed her brij^ copper glist^ung in the rays of 
Ike momrng's sun, ttien suddenly phmgpig her bows into 
One sparkling waters again threw the fea&ery qnray on 
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eiihMraydefitf firomiheffliowyfoarowdia Ifto* 

tUBkang U aafe to wait finr aaolfaer shot, ikat mi^ ooiad 
too iMor fiur oar emmaaefDMy ordon were g^?en to bftdc 
tke £uP64op0iil nd top^gallaDtsail that the stnmgor voi^i 
aoQoer oond up wi^ na, atid dellTSr ottr tkiindt froia tfio 
taqpeaoe wiA wbifdi wa ware £» a tnae endixalkd. Aad» 
aa aha now, witk part of our aaik abad^ came akig aa 
awifUy aa die ddphiB, we could not keep our ejea firam 
gaaing upon the beauti&l craft, W koU, aaila and xig 
aeeaaad ao perfect in their pioportioDa* In a abort tilM 
ahe waa <m our Qtartward quarter a abort diataaoe to wimoU 
irardy when we were hailed in broken ^[k^st by acme 
tee on boanL << Where are you fi'tfn, whei^ bovnd,^' 
eta., to ifkiA immediate repBee were given. Seeing aoF* 
eral msB, on her decks, but not a great many, who appear- 
ed to be ttoatly ^MiDiardB, being near tmof^ to obaerve 
any hoatile demonetrataonB towarda ua, (if auch were their 
btenlioas,) and mot peioeiting any moYeaent that indieat* 
ed A bdUgerittt or wartlike foe, our commander hailed in 
IMmm and reoeiyed for answer, also in broken Engliah, 
that ahe waa from the West Indiea bound doim tlie ocaat 
Xhia indefinite answer, and the i^fqpearance of the veasd, 
aatiafied our captain that she was a shiTcr. 

Syevy thing about her, was snffici^iit to convince any 
one who had ever aeon a craft of the kind, ihat ahe was m 
gMiuine ^^ Baltimore built clif^r sdiooner," and had 
beea, doubdess, fitted out at the ^^ Havana'' as a regular 
trad^ fi>r the supply of the slave market in the West 
Indiea. This strange vessd ccmtinuing on her comae 
after we had spoken her, allayed all our appr^enakmsf 
and aa we ^^fiUed away'' and stood In for tlie Iknd on the 
oooM, atthouc^ she out^niled ua by iieaiiy thiee 



dbyGoogk 



raMttui Of cxMifl«-m wmamm, 20? 



knotai {Mr hoar, our mptein thiBlBi^ he ni|^i piordiaie » 
Um goed <Bgan ^ tiki Spaniavd, (far Ue onm qm,) ikaf 
gBDemftf hftfiag • pleatifiil fsospftyj being kftbitnal nncdi^ 
ere, ha ercUred two of ihe ^^kroomen" we hedeoboerd 
to j«itf|» into their li§^i eeiioe and overtake the ediooaer* 
In an instant tiie canoe wae laonehed, while our capMn 
))aeti]ar wrote a note with hie pencil to the Spaniih captain^ 
winch wae pot into tiie hands df one of the kroomen. A 
fMdl hex was pot mte the canoe, (with two or tiiree 
Ftpaninh dtdlars in it for the pwrchaee of the aigKre,) eiifi* 
tient lo h<dd about two hundred and fifty. 

It was bet A Bkw^eni ere Ais little eanee wae dandng 
over tibe coxhng waves as bneyanMbr m the Ntotihis, and 
ae flhe was propelled b j the arms <^ theee men so skilfnl 
in himdlmg the paddle> this little bark le^>t finom ware to 
WMre, and bom one crested surge to another at everjr 
etroke eo l^tlj and beantifiilly, that ae we gaaed npon U 
IB its rqMd transit, althoni^ ^ sea was somewhat roof^ 
fo so small n boat, it seeded to scarcdy toodi the snowy 
femn wpon ib» cm^ing biOow. And, notwithstanding tbe 
Rpanifh eohooner had distanced ns more than a mile, when 
the eanoe started from our vessel, the di{q)er goiog 
throu^ the water at least seven knots per hour, the mee« 
aage was sent and returned in less thim half an hour by 
tk& Mtde cockle-shell canoe. But, to the disappointment 
of o«r captain, instead of the fine Havanas that he smokeci 
in aoticipaiion, the box he had sent was retuned fiUed 
with ''brown sogarr Whether in the hastily written 
note, ^^81^^'' was understood fcHT ''cigars'' or notby thi 
Bpnish captain we had no meanri of blowiilg. Tke 
money waa ahk) sent badk. Thou|^ our captain wai 
gmdy ^t&ffj^Ui he could not forbear laagM^g ^ ^ 
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^Don's" {Sreaodt ct a box of ^^brown sugar'' instead cf 
eigttrsi Still, it mi^t ha^ been intentional on tba paii 
of the Spanidi capti^ he not wishing to part witii ai^ of 
his finely flavored Havanas, and therefore pfetanded Mt 
to nnderstaiid tiie pnrp<»rt €i^ the note sait by ovBt kvoo- 
men* 

Altiion^ we saw this vessel a e^rt time after, at atk» 
chorin shore near a tillage not more than a mile ftMi 
where we lay, we thon^t it best not to approach any 
nearer; for we soon perceived that the natives, also> weuld 
not ventore in their canoes alongside of the etmngeiS 
turobal^y on aoconnt of her rakish aj^arance« Tliey 
were, doubtless, apprehensive of being entrapped, if they 
ventored on board, and sold into shivery. Instances of 
this kind have been often enacted along this coast, as t 
have b^bre stated, whidi makes the natives very eaidioiiB 
of gcnng on board vessels that have the least aiqpearanoa 
of a slaver. They, at the same time, seemed to have no 
fear of ns, for even while the Spatdard was in agjht) the 
Afiicans came on board of ns in great numbers, Innngiiig 
sudi articles as I have before enumerated for the purpose 
of traflSc. 

The Spanish captain, finding the natives so shy of him, 
Bwm made sail and stood down the coast Whetii^ he 
ever got a sufqidy of poor Afrio's sons, as a cargo for hie 
sdiooner or not we never learnt; for, while we were <m 
the coast, we neither saw nor heard any thing oC the 
beautiful clipper-like craft after we saw her get undw 
iray. These little towns along the seaFshore^ whose in^ 
habitants supply the crews of most <^ the vessds sk^iiping 
for k*ade, not only with an abundance of fresh provisioDs, 
v^;etables, etc., but they^ abo, fturtush tibe more uapor^ 
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titti Aiticlea winoh eonstittite Hie cargo. The fcmxier, 
emaMsig ot ihe Tarious kinds, botii in ^ animal and 
vegeteMd kii^oms, the natires may easily obtian near 
Ite Aore, the heat of the climate and the Inxtiriance of 
HieflcA, caneing fruits and. vegetahles to grow spontane- 
oittij and soon arrive at maturity, while the animals of 
almost erery description ure exceedingly prolific. Those, 
wW^h nere properly come tmder the head of ^artbles c^ 
trade/* siich as ivory, camwood, ebony wood, gold, etc., 
attf BTB obliged to purchase of their dark breihren of the 
ttiterior towns. 

The negroes, in ascencBng the rivers fbr the purpose of 
obtaining camwood, ebony, and elephants' teeth, often 
meet wi& many difRculties in the management of tiieir 
eanoes, when heavily laden with articles of tiiis kind, on 
account of the rapds, water-falls, etc. Heir times of 
g^g up tiieir rivers are in the latter end of the rainy 
seasons, winch generally continue five months out of the 
twelve, when they cut the wood and search fbr tiie teeth. 
"Tlie hitter, being sometimes found in considerable quanti- 
ties m the vicimty of the rivers, or in the forests where 
tiiis huge quadruped, the elephant, it is said, sheds his 
teeth or tusks every three years, so that they get more 
loose teeth in the forests, than they procure fitHn tiie ani- 
msiB tiiey kill. Notwithstanding the assertion of the 
natives iritii regard to the elej^ants' shedding his tusks 
every ihree years, I should doubt its being a fact ; for if 
this were true how would it be possible for one of these 
teeth or tusks to grow in that space of time to the enor- 
glou0 dimensions of those we had on board, some of them 
wm^nng upwards of one hundred and fifty pounds! 

Tlis unin^y brute is often found in toaps or pil^fiJls 
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neb by tii« natayei for tiie pwpoM «f deitroykg kim^ in 
ordur to obtain tbs irory toalcB. A krge oaEC«rstbn is 
made in the giound, oomtd ei^t or t«n foot deep, and Hub 
10 oorered oyer with iMraneheB, leavea, etc., so aa ta <i#* 
cem the ey», the h«ge animal stepfHug muraspeotiD^ 
xxfoa this frail fboting is tiius made a Tiotim bj bemg pve* 
c^iitaited into the hde. 

The natives in general are very fi»d of trade. But^ 
as I observed before, they are sometiBiee very eaatieua itt 
goinfi cm board European ships, and in fibot any Tesael 
whaterer, lest they should be detained and made abwrea. 
If a vessel ceming on this eoast should aiKshor <fppmt9 
some of the litde towns on the seansfaore, and diould not 
happen to have any kroomen or mterpreter on boacd, the 
natives (m bringmg off thdr articles of traffic geaietally 
in such cases {dace them on the deck, and the 
coDdacted by signs between the parties, in tiie same : 
ner that two persons deaf and dumb would act in trading 
with each other. Every thing is done by signs and 0b»* 
turee of the hands and fingers, and by {dacing a qoanlii^ 
of goods belonging to the vessel, of^xmte the ivcoy car any 
other articles the natives have to dispose ot Ivory is 
considered as valuaMe as any kind of merchandiae to be 
obtained, on account of the various uses to iduch it wmj 
be applied in the mechanic arts. - 

Here, in tiie inland parte of tiie ''Tootii Goast," may 
be found tiie largest and best elephants' teeth in the 
whole wcnrld. The coui^ry, it k said, in some places is so 
infested by these huge anhnak, that the inhabttants of the 
hilly parte are obliged to dig their houses in tiie ba^ of 
the mountains and to make their doors narrow and low, 
and use all kinds of artifioea to drive tima away or hf 
snares to destroy them. 
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Ibav^ i» * very ongiilar fiflb freqpMBli Ais ooA^ 
tho <<fle»<deir]l,'' &om the extreme n^^lineBS of its fornu 
We 9am one at a dittanee in the water, b«t had no <^por^ 
Umitj to examine it A person who saw a fish oi this 
kind, thns desoribes it. ^^It has fimr ejeB^ and is about 
twaBfy*£TO feet in length, «id ei^teen in breadth; mk 
each side of it is an angular substance as hard as horn, 
sod very diarp; the tail is long and tapering, and tenui- 
natea witii a dang^xras point; the back is covered with 
small hunps about two inches high and sharp at the ends ; 
the head is large, but there is no appearance ot any neck, 
and the mouth is furnished with a great number of sharp- 
pointed teeth; two of the eyes, are near the thioat, and 
are roimd and large, but the other two are jdaoed above 
them, and much smaller. On each side of Ihe throat are 
three horns of an equal length, die middlemost ai which, 
is thsee feet long, and an indh and a half in diameter, but 
they are flexiUe, and, therefore, can do but Uttle harm; 
the flesh of this creature is hard and ill-tasted, but the 
negroes catch them for the sake of the livers, from which 
they extract large quantities of <h1.'' 

^^ There is another fish, also, caught here which is a 
renarkaUe one, called by the natives the ^^ape" or 
*^iBonkey-fidi." The flesh is said to be tolerably good, 
and greatly resembles lean beef in its taste. It is a Uvely 
fiahy and swims very fest. When he ai^)ears first at 
the stu&ce oi the water, before he takes the hook, his 
metiens are truly diverting; he comes gently near it, 
lo^ at k, tastes it with the edge of his lips, and then 
quits it* After several evolutions, he at length swallows 
it, and vdien he is entang^, he throws himself into such 
poituies, as to afford a most laughable scene to the spec- 
tators.'' 
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Among the insect taibes on this coast, the ^ ant" may 
be conmdered as the most remarkable, as they are differ- 
ent firom those in other parts of the w<»*ld, m mauj re- 
spects. They di£Eer in kind and cdor, some being bfaMk, 
Bome white, and others of a reddish color. We saw sev-* 
oral of these ^^ ant-hills," not fiur &om the shore, aA leaat 
tiufee feet hi^, aromid which we observed large numbers 
of large white ants. One of the Utde hills we see m our 
garden walks, in the New-England States, made by these 
small insects, wonld, placed by the side of these in Afriea^ 
^)pear like a jngmy compared with a ^ant. These large 
ants are, also, very rapacious, and will, sometimes, it » 
said, attack a sheep, goat, and even fowls and dii^aens* 
The finmer, in one nighf s time, tiiey haye been known to 
reduce to a perfect i^leton, leaving not a vestige of any- 
thing but the bones by the morning. Ev^i the rat, 
althouj^ so nimble and quick, cannot escape them. He 
no sooner attacked than destruction awaits him ; fcMr he is 
soon overpowered by numbers, and they never \ew?^ fafaxi 
till they are enabled to carry him to some convenient spoi, 
where they ML upon the poor captive, and soon reduce him' 
to a mere skeleton. If they get into the European dwells 
ings, or the hovels of the natives, all the rats, nuoe, lis^ 
sards, cockroaches, etc., that they contain, are soon de- 
stroyed. 

A person who had attentively observed the peculiarities 
of this insect, while redding on this coast, has stated flie 
following, in relation to it : ^^ K these little animals have 
not a language, (as many believe they have,) yet they cer- 
tainly have some metiiod of communicating th^ ihou^ts, 
as I experienced, in the following manner. When I saw 
two or three siarag^ng ants cm tiie hunt, I would kill a 
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ooskroMk, and throw it in Hmt way. As soon aa tiiey 
feond lAat it was the j sent awaj for hdp, while the other 
ent itagred and watched the dead body, till their e<Hnrade 
imtuned at the head of a large poss^, who, if Uiej fimnd 
themselveB too few to oany off the prise, detached a se- 
fond laasseng^ f(^ a remforoement." 

Ajnoog the animals we saw on this coast, the most beao- 
ifbl was the '^African deer.*' It belonged to an Bngjlish 
gentteman residing at Diz Cove, who had in some degree 
denMftioated it, altiioa^ it is generally considered to be 
a rcaaaarkaUy timid little animal. One who has been hi^ 
bitnated to seeing the deer d the dimensions of those in 
the forests ol North America^ with their enormous antlers 
spreading oatHke the brandies of a tree from the parent 
atem, wonld scarcely beficTe tiiat a creature of the same 
species, but of such diminutive propcHrtionB, is to be &mid 
in soch a hot and fertile climate as AMca. The form of 
this mkuite qnadntped, is beautiful in tiie extreme. Its 
lagi ai« rather long in iHN)p(Nrtion to its body, but remark- 
ably sleoder, aiq)earing not much larger than a pipe-stem. 
They can run very fast, and start at the least sound. 
This one we saw, was about tiie size of a very small ter- 
rier dog, and of a beautiful &wn color ; he had an eye 
like the gaselle, and was as quick at sight as hearing. In 
short, a more perfect Uttie animal no one could desire to 
hehokL 

I have stated before, the particular regard the natives 
of this part of the coast have for their ^^ Fetishnsnakes," 
they bemg held in so sacred a ligiht by their own people ; 
but it is said, tiiat when tiie English first settied here, that 
should ft snake be IdUed on purpose or by mere accident, 
^tber by a white man or negro, his life would be forfeited. 
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The follawmg tragical instanee, k one wlneli mmyhe 
htedlerabeteiitiatetUsftet: "^AnEnglUi captiin 
ing landed and hensed his cargo, at WUdaih, Us Men 
m^ ibvnd a make in the lodge, irfikh, met tiiinldng aany 
harm, they immediately kOled and ihrew out b cfa r a Hat 
door. The AfrieanB, nert morning, seCTdgtibe dead aimlriii, 
and the Engliflh as innocentty owning they had kSBed ft, 
the natives m aoa a er ed all tifot were in the lodge, set Are 
toit,anddeeixoy6daUlliegoodB." 0^ Sn^sh, deteired 
by this cruelty, discontinued from going to trade ttnpe dfinr 
«ome time ; but at length some of them again Tentnlng, 
on thek arriral, ihe negroes showed them some ef iiiese 
snakes, and desired ^ey would not hnrt them, as they 
were sacred. TioB request the' En^&di readily obeyed, 
and no material accidents have happened to them since. 
Bren now, if a white man should happen by chance to kfll 
one of these serpents, the onij means to ensture his safety 
wonld be, if he were in the power of the natives, to emr 
deavor to satisfy their king that it was not done deagnedfy, 
in which case, and by a handsome present to his ^na- 
jesty, he might possibly appease the rage of Ihese s«per- 
stitioits people ; but even ihen, his situation is really dan- 
gerous, for ftey do not easily forgdi an mfury done to 
their idoBxed"Feti8h.'' 

A whimsical stoiy is also related of one of these snaloes 
by an Englishman, who some time redded on flie spot. 
^ A snake, (sayrlie,) once placed hims^ over the taUe 
where I always dined, and thou^ he mi^t be eaidy 
touched, yet no person could be found who woidd venture 
to take hhn awi^. However, I was afterwards weH paid 
for his lodging ; for some of the cfaieft of Wfaidah dining 
with me one day, happening to taft about the snakes, I 
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l^aaded my eje to that whioh was OTNr their heads, and 
#oid them, that not havmg eaten aaj thk^ hr fborteetii 
^vjTB, he must oeHaodj, at hMit, ^ (rf hanger if he did 
notBpee^fily remore his qoartera. My guest answered, 
Ihatmhhoiq!^ I was not aware of it, ilie snake had, mi- 
fbohteAj, part of my viotuals oat of the dishes, whidi he 
knew how to eooie at. I took tfie hint, and next day toU 
tiie king, in preseneo of the lame persons, that one n/t his 
<<FetUies'' had made bold, oninTited, to eat at my table 
'finr fimrteen days, adding that I thon^ it bat reasonable 
thai I dioold be paid for bis board, otherwise I shoold be 
oM^ed io disoharge from niy boose tiiis bdd mirader. 
The king, direrted at ttiis disooiurse, deued bm to let tilie 
snake remain where it was, and promised to provide botii 
for him and me, whioh he aooordii^Iy did, by sending me 
a fine fiKt OK the same evening." Itissaid,if afire breaks 
oat, in wUdi one of these snakes happens to be bomt, all 
tiiai hear <^ it stop th^ ears, and give presents to reeon- 
oik them to ihe consamed Fetish, of whom they hare been 
■0 careless, sinee they believe he w31 qoiokly retom and 
revenge hlmsdf <m those v^ have been the occasion of 
ms death* 

Having finally transacted oar bosinees, as fiir as practi- 
cable, at tibe Httle settlement of Dix Oove, to whidi place 
I'w9 agabd refer the reader, preparalaons were soon made 
for oar departore, after the happy days of social inter- 
soorse passed at the reodcuce d oar kind host. In a pe- 
comary point of view, also, our captain expected to realiae 
a very handsome {m)fit from lus traffic with the residents, 
althoogh tt was rather limited, and not carried on to any 
great extent. We were treated with the greatest kind- 
nesB by all witti whom we hitA anything to do, eithM^ in 
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relation to the exohange ci articles of trade^or only as re- 
gards the mere courtesies and civilities of every-day life. 
We purchased some very handsome iyory here, which had 
been bron^t by the natives from the interior, on the very 
eve ci our departure. One beautiful tooth, of clear, 
smooth ivory, weighed nearly <me hundred and sixty 
pounds. We were not able to obtain gold to any great 
extent at this place, all we had purchased amountiBg to 
<mly twenty-five or thirty ounces. And, in fiust, thus tut 
we had not been very successful in obtaining much of this 
valuable metal during our trade with the natives nkmg the 
coast, as it was generally brought off by them in such small 
quantities) wherever we had anchoied CfppotiJto their Uttte 
towns, from Siena Leone to Bix Cove. It would be, 
doubtless, amusing to <me unused to such scenes, (as whm 
I first witnessed them, it was indeed to me,) to see two or 
three tall Africans standing in a perfect state of nature, 
(save a small piece of doth around their Icnns,) about six 
feet U^, get out of their canoes, and after they had been 
<m board a short time, produce from a c(»ner of the cloth 
about tiidr l<»ns, where it was tied in a knot, a small quan- 
tity of fine gold dust, or one or two small {Hcces of the 
•olid, precious metal, thus cardully preserved. It is at 
the setdements only, where it may be obtained in any great 
amount, the European residents generally purchasing all 
they can of the natives, which the f<»rmer again diepoae of 
to advantage to masters ci vessels, of diflbrent nations, 
who stop at these places for the purpose (^ trade. I fihall 
have occasion, in a subsequent chapter, to mention some 
particulars in regard to our traffic in the precious metal 
with a European at one of the settlements, which will show 
what impositicms are sometimes practiced up(m unsuspect* 
ing persons by men who have no regard for honesty. 
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4k( % bemtiftil day in iiie be^bnuiig ^f the mondi cf 
VAnmrj^ whon not s elodl hm ?wble in tiie man ik}^ 
wA 410 rftjv of a nearly yw6ceX son dartMl his ftret c^ 
ffvedgr «p« oar heads, in -Obb hei dimato, wn hid fi»>nn ll 
tedar Und hot^ as we parted finw luM aiid bft hia ] 
4aUe BiSBaon, where BO niaiqr happy hevrs had been ] 
Vbe iJUno sentinel was on duly nt his post the wMning of 
4mt dopartioe, in the B«ne dnm as ise first saw has, n 
ihi»t tnne after onr airivaL We teok a last gbnoe at tids 
ihigalar specimen ef Hm hionan ftDQ%, as we wended om* 
wi^l0w»rds the beaoh, where our bont was already waiting 
t»be«r ns offto the tenel. Brery ob|eet whkh I hnd 
faMd «pen daily daring o«r stay at this place, nsfw a*- 
4taeted my notiee, aa it was, dori>tles0, tiie last time I 
itwai d #imr behold them again. 11» orange and the len^ 
^ flie plantain and the banana, flie latter in rich and 
heaify elnsters thait wocdd wei^ssTeral poa»b eaeh, doidd 
be seen a Aoti distanee from ns, suspended from the 
btaaehse, smne m tiie ineipient stages of thehr growth ; 
<>dlM;ait ML nHKtority. The orange and the kmon, ahw^ 
Mtonfy pleased the eye witt tiie beantifal gre^ and gold* 
Mlhiitontbesarae tree, but the expanding bod, and bloa* 
MQ USLj Uown, sent forth tiieir fragrance arennd, and 
Hed the air witfi the most gratefbl and delicious perfmne. 
And as we walked along, (a riiort time before we endMvk^ 
«d 4fMttf -boat from the beadi,>se8Mtimes sereeaecl fm^ 
15 , 
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ihe rajs of the sun by &e Ituniriaat and wideH^preading 
iHranohes of the cocoa and tiie palm, liie fissAerod choris- 
ters would occasionally bteak forth mto soi^ above our 
heads ; and as ihey bopped ftana spny to spray ib th«ir 
leafy bower, diq)Iay]ng their briDiaiit phimage of bumish- 
ed gold and deepest crimson, the sweetest melody gushiidg 
from ibeir IMe throats, it seemed ahnost Bke a fa i ferttl al 
paradise. The chattering of a monkey bom some ffistant 
tree, occaeaonaDy breaking in upon tiie harmony cf na- 
ture's warblers, only made their music strike upon tlie lis- 
tening ear ynSi a sdS softer cadence, when ifie Acordsiiit 
sounds uttered by the quadruped had died away. 

Several of the natives followed ns to Ae beach, and 
when we arrived at the boat, that was in waitang to take 
us off to the vessel, numbers of fittte duldren were near 
it, playing and fri^Adng about in the water IBte so matiy 
porp(»ses. While the boat had been hanfed up fi»r an hour 
or two, and grounded upon the sand, tile saifors haraig left 
her to seek a shelter beneath the trees from the Intense 
heat of the son's nlys, the natives, or, perhaps, our kind 
host, in the mean time, had portly ffled h^ wHh oranges, 
lemons, bananas, phmtabs, yams, cocoa mits, etc., iflatoh, 
fh>m dieir appearance, had just been gathered. On pteh- 
ingoff from the beach, some fifteen 01" twenfy natives, bo A 
men and children, gathered in a group near us, and with 
friendly gestures bid us ikrewell ! Iht captaii^ having a 
little box of trinkets witti Inm,' windi he int<MMled to carry 
on board, (sudi as bead-necklaoes, medallions, eic.^) see- 
ing the kindness manifested by these peo|^ towasxlsup, 
immediately distributed the contents in the midst of the 
dusky group; and, kind reader, could you haveseen -the 
leaked, black and shimng bodies <tf these IMfe Afr4caa 
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dBMrw> «9 »rticto after ftrtkla was thrown amongst them 
Vifoa the sandi tumbling over each other in their endeavors 
to obtain the baubles, I think you eould not forbear smiling 
ftt the ffi gh^ 

In a few minutes, as we receded from the shore with 
considenible s^riftness, our jolly tans plying their oars with 
quickand vigorous strdkes, the forms of ibe sable Africans 
jgrew ipiMre a^d more indistinct in the distanee, and by the 
tun^ we reached the vessel's side, not one of them was to 
.be aaen upon the beach* It was now near the hour of 
now, and the refreshing and sea-bom gale was just be^n- 
ning to crisp the winters of the little bay at Dix Cove into 
mimic waves. Our anchor was soon ^^ a-peak," and our 
mila;hQ]sted and sheeted home, soon filled by the gentle 
bjeeeae. As it freshened, we quickly glided from our an- 
cbwr^, wd ^^ bracii^ up sharp," stood out from the land. 

.How much more invigorating and grateful to the feel- 
vigB[.was the cooling wind, as we now felt it on board our 
.vessel,, at a distance from the shore, as it was wafted tow- 
.lurd^.us fr«Hn the deep hlne waters of the Atlantic. On 
.the shore, the intense heat of the solar rays is reflected 
firop the sandy beach and soil, and as the ocean breeze is 
wafUd over it, a part of the caloric is borne along upon its 
ivnsean wingi, and thus loong, by sopa degrees, tiie grate- 
fid OChob^^s it possessed while sporting with the rippling 
v^MT^ inland, and even not very far from the water, it 
iOamea A very different sensation, produeing a kind of km- 
fpaii &eli»g which is not felt upon the sea. How beanti- 
fglly dif) our gaUant craft dash the snowy foam from her 
b^w ai she cleaved throi;^ the dancing waves, sparkling in 
tb^pnebems* As we were urged on still &ster by the 
feOiliening gate, and the little billowB dashed and broke 
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against our vessel's side, there was a mane in ilie sound thai 
sailors love to hear. In the course of two hours, the small 
settlement we had left, was no longer visible to the eye* 
While we remained at Dix Cove, not one of our crew had 
been off duty for a single hour by sickness, which is not 
very often the case in a climate like this, even in the dry, <Mr 
(so called) healihy season, which was the time we yidted it. 
Our intention was now to proceed along shore, and try 
the trade at a few small towns lying between the last place 
of our departure, and Ehnina Castle, a settlement belong- 
ing to the Dutch. Before nig|ht&ll, the breeze having 
ahnost died away, and being some distance from the land, 
we altered our course, and fanned al<Hig, under easy sail, 
parallel with the shore. A short time after sunset, not a 
breaih of air could be felt, and the surfisM^e of the water 
soon became as smooth as a mirror. It thus continued 
cahn for one or two hours, when at intervals, a li^t brealb 
o( air might be felt from the land, but not sufficient to fill 
our sails, or even to ruffle the bosom of the ^assy deqpr— 
not a ripple was made at the bows, as our vessel remained 
almost stationary in ihe smooth, undisturbed and clear eie- 
ment. The evening was clear and serene, and not a ek>ud 
could be observed in any direction, through the whole 
canopy of the heavens. The moon, althoo^ she had 
scarcely filled her horn, as she moved onward in her oonrse 
ihrou^ tiie vaulted sky, attended by her gilittering train, 
shed from her silver lamp sufficient li^t through the traa^- 
parent atmosf^ere of this climate, to enable us to read 
from the pages of a book of the usual iype. The sea- 
breeze, that had been blowing just before night set in, 
had made ihe air of this deli^tfal evening unusually com- 
fortable. There was nothing oppressive, nothing to cauBe 
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a hmgaor in liie system, generaDy so unpleasant on this 
coast, especially on the shore. The latter, being now dis- 
tant several miles, we did not anticipate any material 
alteration in Ihe temperature till towards midnight ; then, 
the land-breeae frequently blows the heated air seaward, 
making it almost impossible to sleep on board a vessel when 
lying at anchor, or sailing along near the land. 

I presume we had not experienced more than three or 
four such evenings as this, while on the coast. Our sear 
B^n, consequently, seemed to be full of life and gayety. 
Biey were determined not to let such an opportunity es- 
cape without some enjoyment. Having permission from 
the captain for a Httle innocent sport, they set about it in 
ttie following manner. We had retained a few kroomen 
(m board to act as tradesmen, or interpreters, or to assist 
the crew, as occasion might require, in doing work, the 
heat being sometimes so oppressive, as I have before ob- 
served, as to render it ahnost impossible for American or 
European seamen to do any kind of physical labor, during 
the heat of the day, in this hot and sultry climate. 

These Africans were a good-natured, kind, inoffensive 
sort of fellows, who were willing to do any thing required 
of them without grumbling. The sailors had become so 
familiar with them, that to each of these blacks some kind 
of niok-name had been ^ven, in order to distinguish one 
tram ttie other, such as " Black Thunder," " Nigger Jack," 
" Grampus," etc. Although they were not all exactly of 
the same size, still there was but very little difference in 
their height or complexion, they all being not less than five 
feet ten, and as black as the ace of spades. Neither was 
there any very remarkable difference in their features, or' 
tfa^ motions. So, in order to have some fun, the jolly 
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tars got these negroes to rig up a half calabash into a 
" gong," or drum, after tiieir own fashion, by drawing a 
piece of hide over it, in such a manner as to produce some 
kind of sound. This being prepared, a couple of tin 
plates were furnished bj our black cook from his gallej, 
to answer as a kind of cjrmbal, and Bill, one of the crew, 
who, as I be£>re stated, acted so conspicuous a part in the' 
^^ tarantula scene," from which occasion he had received 
the "-eobriquet " of " the tarantula fiddler," on this oc^ 
casion, also, had the same instrument in requisition to actr 
his part in another and darker scene, that is, ^^ fiddler gen- 
eral " to these sable Ethlops. The latter, after they had 
decorated their persons after the peculiar, and I may say, 
" grotesque " manner of their countrymen on such occa- 
sions, sticking the long tail-feathers of the paroquet, some 
of a bri^t and beautiful red, and others of various colors, 
into the curly hair of their uncovered heads, while their 
wrists and ancles were adorned with a number of iron 
rings of their own manufistcture, which, as they moved their 
limbs, made a kind of jingling noise, they commenced the 
first movement of a rude dance. Our black cook stood 
ready with his " cymbals " (that is, with his tm plates,) 
to strike them together at certain evolutions, gyrations, or 
" pas saltatory " of his dark brethren. One of the nar 
tives, furnished with a large stick, stood by his ^^ calabash 
gong " prepared to beat at the suitable tame, while BSD, 
impatient for the onset, braced his back against the fore- 
mast, had his fiddle m the right position, and even the bow 
upon the cat-gut strings, ready to " scrape away," after 
his own fashion, at the sound of the drum. 

For a few moments, these rude Africans continued mov- 
ing round each other in a kind of circle, very ea^y and 
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qoietljF? making no kind of n<»Be, sare a sort of tinkling, 
occasionally heard from the rings npoa their upper and 
nether limbs. Suddenly each of them would squat upon 
his hams, and for a moment remaining in this position ; as 
suddenly they would all simultaneously assume an erect 
attitude, while a kind of shrill noise, like that from a whis- 
tle, emanated from these singular people, as if it were pro* 
duced by the air forced from the nostrils. Kow forming, 
as they stood erect, something in the shape of a crescent, 
or half circle, they all at once snapped their thumA and 
middle fingers together, producing a sound exactly like the 
snapping of a whip. At this signal the gong soimded, the 
cymbals clashed, and Bill, taking the cue, soon made his 
fiddle scream forth its ear-piercing notes, he wielded the 
bow with such a hearty good wilL- While these novel in* 
struments were uttering sounds so very different from each 
other, (certiunly not very harmcmious to &e chaste ear of 
a musical amateur,) the musicians themselves paying but 
little attentidi to time, the Africans leaped, skipped and 
hopped about the deck, throwing their bodies into every 
possiUe shape the ima^natiiMi could conceive; tfaos mo- 
ment on their hands and knees, next on their hams, and 
then instantly jumping upon their feet, snap their fingers 
again and agun. Has last was a signal for the music to 
stop, which, being understood by the gtmg-beater and 
eymbal i^yer, the two latter instantly ceased; but Bill, 
bebg either so absorbed in the rare sport as not to notice 
&e cessation of the other instruments, or forgetting the 
signal, still continued scraping away <^all alone in his 
^ry," while the Africans, standing in their position per- 
fectly quiet, after the drum and cymbals had stopped, made 
for both actors and spectators in this singular scene on 
board our vessel, considerable merriment 
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Periii^ oar fiddler mig^ have been tUiildBgi^ U» fiw<^ 
mn act, yrhesi be m> yigoroQBljr plied his bonr for Urn nm- 
toration of his brother tar, who, as he tbooght at the time. 
heA hem bitten by the dreaded tarantula. Be tfaoe as it 
maj, he no socoer peroeiTed ihMk he was tiie onlj m— icfm 
actively engaged, and the dancers stiH, than inslantiy 
stofq[»ng the mov^uoit^of his arm, as he looked up ancl 
saw every <»ie present gaadng upon him wUle ao inteatlf 
absorbed in his vocation, that tiie IndiereasDeei of tfav 
thing Woek him so fordUy, never did a j<^y aon of Nep- 
tune break forth into a heartier lau^ whidi being oom* 
Humioated to our littie circle, soon became nnivmiiBid ; and 
added to this, the noise from the gong, cymbals, and M*> 
die, having awaked the goats, pigs, duela9, bens, parrots 
and mcmkeys fit>m their xn^tiy slumbers, they all joined 
m full choms, wh3e ^^ chanticleer's shrill clarion " soaring 
hij^ above every other sound, rendered this. mooidi|^t 
^ soire^ musicale " and dance, near Afiic's shores, one <^ 
the most singular, peculiar, and ^^ unique " ever witnessed* 
No artificial laDq)s, as in the ballHroom, were suspended 
around with gold^i chains to enlighten the scene. Nou^^ 
Vut the pure and silver light from that lamp suspeftded in 
the {jittering dome above our heads, where it was pkced 
by the hand of the Creator, dione upon these sable A&i^ 
cans, engaged in the mazes of the danee, and tJbe Itttle 
group gathered near. It is difficult for one to ffwe a per* 
&ct description of seenes Uke these. It requires the skiH 
of the artist to portray upon his cauvas, the figures, eoiH 
tomes, and di&rent attitudes of these rude and unsophis* 
ticated people, in the liring groups and dances above de* 
seribed. 

Near the hour of midnight, the inneeent revelry wsb 
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Imhed. Tke moon bad newrlj sunk to tbe western hori- 
■on, Mid tiietefbre sbed but a feeble li^t aronnd. One 
}fj one of tiie crow, save the watoh on deok, sought their 
b^rdis that ihej rxaf^ enjoy a few hours' repose, the eve^ 
mng Ml oontinaing eod and deli^tful. The natives who 
bad exerted themselves in the evolutions of the dance, 
were soon soundly slumbering> as they threw their naked 
bodies down upon a hide placed upon the deck, old sail, or 
any other {dace they could find. 

Ie a shcnrt time i^nce reigned around, save the occa- 
Sftcmal baiing of a goat, the squeaking of a pig, the chatter-* 
ing of a mcwkey, or tiie clear and shrill notes of chanti* 
eleer, firom one of die coops. These sounds, however, had 
beecfflM so fiauHar to all (m board, that they had ceased to 
be annoyances, and were not sufficient to disturb any firom 



An who had sought repose, enjoyed it exceedingly, the 
vif^ hafisg continued, trough all its watches, cool and 
refipediing. The morning of another day d&wned upon us 
clear and beautiful as had been the night. The lighest 
lephyrs were wafted from the land, but so fidntly, that 
ihey eoald be scarcely felt upon the cheek, and the mar^ 
gb of the sea still remained as smooth and placid as the 
peao^ful lake. The ^ore, at a distance from our position 
of one or two miles, (as the curtain of nig|ht was slowly 
naasd above the tallest iarees and finaUy disappeared, the 
rays of menmig making every thing visible,) seemed, as 
Hm eye rested up<Mi it, before the sim had risen to absorb 
Am moislare ^^ on every tree, fruit and flower glittering 
with deW)" ef a beautifol emerald green ; and when the 
tops of the strai^t and taller trees of the forest, towering 
U^ abow the rest, received the first beams of the goMen 
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Bun, while a dark flhade still remained below^ it was, (1o 
htittoifi in some degree, an idea from N. P. WHEs,) '* llkd 
dowly placing a ring upon an Ethiop's finger.'^ I should 
not have used the words of the above author, in iliis iJaoe^ 
had I not thou^t the application perfectly adapted to die 
scene described. Every thingjwe beheld here, the natives^ 
the shore, tiie trees, were Ethiopian. 

Pay having again shed its brightaiess around, and iiho 
•eamen and Africans being refreshed by the few hours 
sleep they had enjoyed, set about their duty with cheer- 
fulness and aUority. It had every appearance of contin« 
uing calm for several hours longer, at least till the 
tea*breese should set in, which sometimes may commence 
blowing as early as nine o'clock ; at others even as late as 
three or four in the afternoon. Ina short time all onboard 
were engaged in doing somethbg. The blacks were em« 
ployed in beating hides taken from the hold. The crew, 
in setting up or repairing the rigging, and in various o^er 
tilings belongixLg to a sailor's duty, which those on shore^ 
who never made a voyage to sea, know very little about 
fivery thing, from stem to st^m^ appeared full of life and 
anhnatipn. Monkeys were chattering, cocks crowing, 
psg^ grunting, and goats baling. The seamen were spin- 
ning their ^4ong yams'' while engaged in their duty; 
and the natives, in a dialect we could not understand, 
ooeasionally held converse amongst themselves, producing 
a kind of guttural sound, which, added to the varied tones 
of oar jolly tars and the shriller notes of animals and 
birds, caused in the ^^ toui ensemble," a combinati<m so 
peculiar, that it would be impossible for the pen of any 
writer to g^ve an adequate description of it 
At meridian, it still oontinumg calm, and the heat being 
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l4w)0t intitaflbrable, the laiobflcured rays of a noon-tkb 
iW. dartbg lua fires throu^ aa atmosphere, tiiat not a 
brei^th of air had set iu motion, made any yerj great 
physical exertion tinpleasant and diflScnlt to <mt erew. 
Consequendj, thej had orders to desist from their w<^, 
which they willingly obeyed. The Africans, howeTor^ 
continued at their labor, regardless of ihe (to ns) intense 
. heat., Having a deshre to learn something of the pecoHar 
language, tongue, or dialect of these sable specimens of 
die human fSuinly^ I addressed one of them who nndM> 
etood a little English, and asked him what he calted 
^ Good morning!" among his people. Appearing to oom- 
. prehend my question perfectly weH, he answered in sevods 
not unpleasing k> the ear, ^< Ab-choor' I hare writtM 
it, as neariy as possible, as the w<M?ds struck me ifbtn 
issued from his lips. I then asked hhn what he oalled 
**How do you do!" He readily answered^ *<Ee-ah*eo* 
dah!" I again requested him to infbttn me what he 
should say m bidding a friend fiurewell^or ^^good bya^" 
as if he were taking leave of us with whom he had been 
lor Bome time. He immediately reified, altlio«|^ in 
rather slower accents than were used in the fiHmer.wovds^ 
but with very distinct enunciation, ^^Akoo-bah!" Thas^ 
ke twice repeated, as if we should say ^^Oood hftV^ 
^Goodbye!" or*«FareweUr *^Farew^r 

Wishing, also, to learn something ^ their aaaner of 
counting our numerals, I thought no better opportouty 
would be afforded than the present to satisfy my curiotilgr^ 
these people seeming to be more wilfing to commoBicate 
any tiling to a youth, as I then was, than to those of 
maturer years. Be this as it may, the African in qnts* 
tion aj^p^ared pleased to have it in his power to aftrd me 
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any graifioaliaD; «m1, tiiereiiMr», I soon dieHed horn him 
ill 1m mw wSSag cr Mi& to isqiari in rrialkn to nmbon^ 
TBI:— 

Twehe, Fooka'Ta&h. 
Thtrteeny Fook*-Te€t 
f\mrt^ Fooka-Teenet 
FiJUem^ F6okft4«ioom. 
Sixteen^ FookarJeroom-BeemJi. 
Seventeen, Fooka-Jeroom-Taab. 
Ei^hteen^ Fooka-Jeroom-Ye^ 
NmUmn, FbokarJ«ioom-Te«i«i 
Twenty, falh-Fooka. 



Three, Yeet 

#Wi, J«ooliL 
jKet, fat>gm-Baeiiali« 
/Seven, Jeroom-TaSh. 
Eight, Jeroom-TeB. 
i9S»M, Jeroom-TeMMt. 
2H Fooka. 



As ftr as I could imm, tiieae were all die noBibers 
fhtyrmei. Tlus black, m uttering each Domber^ eem- 
m^M)ed at the thumb, and counted to the little fingM*. 
Asd, when he had counted five, he began again at the 
thumb, and thus repeated ereiy fire to the lairii numend 
twenfy. If they had occaaon to use any higgler numbem, 
as, forty, sixty, eighty, or a hundred, it was by doubling 
the first twfflity, and so on to the amount derired. 

WUki owr vessel remaioied aliaost peiftctfy still in tins 
^assy element, one or two of our seamen amused them- 
s^es by fishing over the side. It was rare sport for a 
fitlie time, as they caught a connderaUe number of i^ 
pectdiar kind (ft firii that attadi themselves to the vessel's 
bottom <m this coast. This fish is called the ^^suekfish," 
and vwj properly too, fircHn its sii^plar manncar of adher- 
ing to the bottom or any other hard substance. The hook 
aad line were no soeoer thrown into the water, than the 
fbmer was instantly seized by one of them, and as tb^ 
generally iock the bait pretty eagerly, they were captured 
wxlhout much difficulty. The water being perfectly ^eai^ 
aad faaviqg no ooeasiop to smk the book men tbn tm or 
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tw6h» liMt bdoir Ae sariwe, thej oondd be 
•MB whan darliDg a^ tke hmHi tnrm Hmr iong retMnto at 
the side and bottom of oar craft, to which iiiey attadied 
themfielvee, tffl sometiiiiig flootiDg in the water attracted 
their notice. In the course rf twenty or twentj'^^ve 
minntes, nearly two doaen of them had been taken ; bat 
as they are a kind of fish not very often cooked or eat^ 
they were thrown overboard again, after ihey were deadi 
The 8aik>r8 had a prejudice against them in conseqaence 
of their impeding the progress of the vessel, great wxb^ 
bers adhering to her bottom. And this is ondoubtedly 
true, when we consider that any projection from a smooth 
•orikoe, wiH retard the Ydoeity <^ an objeet tiaroag^ the 
watery element. Many of ^ese fish, tfierefore, attached 
to the shea&ing, wooM stop the progress of oar sailing as 
mmch as tiie coontless ihoosands of barnacles nsoaOy 
foond ifpon vessels fiieqaen^g Ihe waters of this coacft* 
When these fish were canght and ihrown npon ihe deck^ 
they adhered to it so closely wttii thefar ^sackers,*^ liiat it 
was not wiihoot some considerable exmiionihat they ooaM 
be disengaged ih)m the smooth planks. 

A person who never saw one of these pecdiar fish^ 
wenld scarcely bdieve it possible that a thing of soch 
din An ai i fe sSse, (being not nroch larger than oar rock-» 
cod,) coah) attach itself with sach tenacity to oar deck as 
to Teqidre ahuost the wIk^ strength of one <^oar crew to 
disengage it from its hold. The thxpe of tins fish ii 
nrtfaer deader, and tiq)ers from the head to ike tafl. The 
head is rather laige in proportMm to the body, tiie top 
being of an oval diape and perfectily fiat: thu, is the 
*^s«cker/^ On ewmining it closely, we observed it eon* 
listed of ttyxiads of fin^ ttaincits or ttneads ef not i 
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ikm tmrikiji na mtkm lesgd^ iMgad ia paifflel 
rawt^ wiutli^ iriwQ «reet^ leMiibled 0a many £ttta ooaibS) 

aoflikig i§ SMB but a pei&eiily amoetii atffiMKi. £i0iv 1^ 
tbese aots H iMa the powtr of peif(N3iimg at its jdtaiwr^. 
Yfbmt il is abooi •itadhiBg ite^ to any thing tlM6» si^cih 
kur OMBJba Of «aekert are tfeot^d; ikid by cl^ifseiag thwh 
ilM Mi iiaetrt liberty. 

Una, ]« tfaia wottdoifid thbgi the haodiwoik of $gk 
all-wise Creates, (arnlshed witk an iBStnnoidQi which <Mi» 
bias it to adhere to vessels freqiMntiiig these seas, and in 
their snvg quarters, witbovt an efhH of their owu as io 
any eaartion m awimmng, they are home ak»ig by 4ay or 
by nii^t, asleep or awake, wiih the olgect to which th<iy 
flMag, haadreds and hundreds oS aiiles* 

Ab it still had the sq^pearanoe id oontinuH^ ealm for 
two or three hoars Imger, oior.eaptain tho«i^t it would be 
a fine epportaaity of deaniiB^» or^ (as the sea*-pluEaas 
goes^) ^^heggittg" the vessel's bottom, this not having 
been dene siaee we 1^ Boirtom a period of about fiv^ 
ttontiis. She was so foni, that bamaoles of three or 6mt 
milkm kbg, ooaid be easily seen prq|ectiag (nm her ajijes 
below the sni£ace af the water, while the green, rank 
grass as it floated oot by the motioii caused byan occa- 
aiaaal swell rf Om sea, looked lik% a fringe of the finest 
aik of naaily a fibot in length attached as it were by some 
artifiiaal Means, just at the water's edge from ^eu to 
i all rovnd the vessel. This grass and baiMclea wane 
of tfaeBWMlvee, withoat the addition of the fish 
above deaocibed, to nnpede the progpsss of any vessel| and 
we had pecoMved, daily, that ihe sailiag qnalities of oar 
anft had vaiy MM^ diniaished. 
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gnfl§ irffl aoenmulftle on ikm eourt on botloiBB irhidi tm 
ibeidiMd inHittd ^ ooppnrwL Our^ was of tlio Johmt* 
And I woidd adflw My one who fltkonM bsrt occMioak) 
Mod a T0tf8«I to this part of tlio miii, «o bo isro ttd 
hwe her oo^Mred to tko bendi; noi only oa aoooiMi of 
Hie «f8i I hsTo moirtaoMd, but, also, <^ ^ wmm tbsl 
d60^7 ihe sheadimg, oat tibroiq^ Hm tfuokovt pki^ 
and wk9o unseen in their destmoliTe work^ fre^piently 
eM0e Que most dangenMB leaks. 

Our men were eoon finrmflhed with their implemeuka of 
labor. These were a kind of hoe made ftom a foeoe ef 
board aboot a foot m length, to "wtaA a |neoe of iron hosp 
was nailed prcgeoting half its witKh over the edge, hi 
A» oentre of this board, a long handle bdng inserted sa& 
fieient for Ab instmme&t to reach tim ked, the boat with 
tlffee or four mea in it, was haided roond to the bows, and 
they c(»nmenced op^^tkxns* The elconent was so pea* 
iiM!% dear, that any objeet, howefor dimnmtiTe, mi^ be 
dirt^otiy seen at the depth of twenty to twetity^TO foet» 
As soon as they began ^^hogg^g" with ii» rode tooli 
tiras hastay made, the ''snek-fish," firig^itMied froai their 
retreats, began to ctart abont in great wmdbem in eveiy 
direotfen, and even attaching themsdves by doaens to Hni 
bottom of the boat, lliotisands of barnacles seeaied to be 
jHsengaged at every moticm of the ^^hogs," till in tlm 
coarse of about two honrs, aU that ooakl be readied wese 
deared Irom the bottom; and after this we finnd tiiat oar 
'vessel sailed &ster, by, at least, fidl two knots per hoar. 

Li tile coarse of tiie afternoon, a beantifol and lefi e dh 
Ing breeie, so long and ardently desoed, b^gaa to blow in 
from the oeew. Ihashort tinieftli»mafgindr thej^bMgr 
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deep, slrefedmig as £» ae tiie nbn eodd extood^ becaiM 
ftorrowed by the breaiii cf ihe gentle gale h^ tiay ivmm- 
lets, ivfaieh, plajfeUy daQcing m the eimbeaini, gaye « 
Hfe^li]^ a|q)earaiioe to every thing around, ocM^raeted inik 
ihe mooDtony of the ealm and tranquil sea, that fiur m> 
many hours had made our very eyee aohe m ganng ufes 
it Our seilfl^soon flUed, and we were urged <»iwanl bj 
the weloome viator towards the land. On our W9(f 
Ihither, as we alowly fimned along, preparations wei^ 
made by having every thing arranged on board for £uAmt 
traffic with the natives of the coast. But, gende reader, 
we were not going to engage In the base and inhimian 
traffic of purchasing or kidnapping these people. If our 
captain desired to do any tiling <^ such a nature, we, efeii 
now, had it in our power to endave the few poor helpless 
beings already at our mercy; I mean the kroomMi we had 
on. board, of whom I have several times made mentien* 
The few towns at which we intended to stop, before reach* 
ing Hie next Eun^ean settlement, would, probaUy, nol 
require any long period of time. We were now not very 
&r from the resort of slaveHships, where the iniquitoui 
bufflnesB, in which, to his shame be it said, the whibi aaa 
is engaged, is carried on to its fullest extent; I mean the 
purchase of the poor negroes for the purpose of makmg 
them slaves. We had seen full enough of ihe heiseni of 
slaveiy, on board the brig brou^t in to Sierra Leone, 
while we were there, by a British cmker, to make any 
being, who had a spark of humanity in his breast, pily and 
deplore the fieite of the wretched Afiieans who are eooi- 
peDed to suffer in a confined and stived hold of a veosel, 
sudi accumulated miseries; but if this was tiie teimmatiott 
of the wietchedn^B they had to endure, I miglit hears drop 
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pereeouted race. 

A Hsm fifcctB eencermng tbe slaye-trade may not be nn- 
iBterecrting in Ibis e<mnexion to the general reader, either 
w regards Ute transportation of these people when kid- 
Bftpped and eonyeyed to the West IniUes, or after their 
aoiTal, aeting m the capacity of degraded slaves upon the 
jiwit ittOHs (^ their civilized, bnt, alas! often inhuman 
taA-maslen. As a SOTt of vindication in ihoee who carry 
Oft Ibis abooanable business, ttiey have the unblushing im- 
pod^iee to say, ihat ttie negroes are Inioiight ttom a 
wr«lehed, emel country ; and that fhey profit much by 
a^ bdng transported to &e more humane European set- 

*«<hrinea," (say they,) *^is not free from the calamities 
of humaii Bfe, any more ihan odier countries;'' but how 
dreadfidly has the catalogue of these been swelled, by 
tfadr ioterconrse with the whites! and however diligently 
these may propagate reports to excusd dieir traffic and 
paKate ifeefar crimes: whatever they may persuade them- 
■ i hra i , m justification of this shocUng trade, the facts 
refanled by living witnesses, and even by some of them- 
selves, ns^ht seem sufficient to pierce the most unrelenting 
bi«fis^; but the love of gain has steeled the hearts of 
tkeee wretched people against the impressions of pity, and 
Ufaided ikevr eyes, that they cannot see the beauty of 
juMiee) mercy, and truth ; and their history affords, per- 
hi^ ^ most melancholy picture of the depravity of 
maild&d, to be met with this day on the face of the earth. 
Ha)3f>y tiie man, who seeing what lengths these poor peo- 
ple hik;?e got to, ty giving way to avarice and the violence 
of tiMTpassigiiS) takes warning against the evBs of pride 
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uA leUduiaflsI Happy, he, who, ieelhig ike infiiwlMs 
of hnman Batare, leanis to pi^ this most kmeotaUe de^ 
8oai[^[ytkHi of people^ whose situation is more deploiihle^ 
ia&nitd J Biore so, than that of the poor inaoceat negroes, 
who endure their opjvession, who hok forward with hopa 
to the awitd period which deliT^rs them firom their boKi^ 
dsge, and meet k with joy and smiles on their oooi^teDan** 
oes. Therefore, on account of the black peojde in their 
own native tvwakty; the manner of their captaxe; their 
treatmenl on the voyage, and afterwards in akvery, m«jr 
piteously shew what cause there is ^ven for the preeediiig 
reflections and r^nnrks* 

<* Whi^ way soever I turned i^y eyes on this pleasant 
s|)ot," says Adanscm, in his rdation of Goree and Seao^ 
fflf ^^I beheld a perfect image of human nature; an 
agreeable solitude, bounded on every side by charming, 
landscapes ; the rural tituation of cotoicss in the midst oC 
trees; the eaeo and indolence of the negroes reclining un-» 
der the shade of their spreading foliage; the timplici^ o£ 
th«ur dress and manners^ the whde revived in my mind 
the idea ol our first parents, and seemed to contemylato 
the worid in its primitive state* They are, generally 
speaking, veiygidodHMtiired^sociaUe and <Mig^«'' The 
i^bove deseription, in relation to the natives whom we saw 
at Goffee, is perfbotiy correct, and would equally 9fflf to 
many others with whom we trafficked along theee fertile 
shores; but is it not eDumf^ to make the Europeans, mi, 
Hiose who cafi themselves christians, blush for ekame, to 
think that the more discerning amongst these innocent 
people, account it their greatest unbnppinees that th^ 
were ever visited by the whites, in ooosequeaoe of their 
having introduoed the traffic of slaves, and banished th« 
peace from amongst them they fonnerly lived in? 
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AHhon^ OrMi Britobi w» one of the fint naticM 
engaged in fbe iniqmtotifl burii^fls of ensIaTing the pocnr 
Afrteaa, to send to her edotties in ihe West Jn&A lalawls, 
to her creAt be it si^, she wae also amongst the int to 
eaumcipaAe them and set them at liberty! As regaris 
the part borne by the En^ish Gorenmient in the ^ Afii' 
csn dam-trade/^ the Mowing fiiets may not be nmnttr- 
esting: — 

^7he riave^rade iras instituted by the enmn in ISSS, 
before Bi^and possessed any West Indian eohmios at 
ifi. Up to flie year ITIO it was a '^royal monopoty/^ 
It was th^ purtially opened ^^for tiie benefit of the maoi* 
itftetoree of Great Britain/' From 1711 imtil,174e Ihe 
demands of the mann&otaren tw a more nnrestrieled 
trade continued to be the subject of pariiamentary inves- 
ligatipn and dispute. It was feimd tiiat the trade eoidd 
not be convenientiy and extensively carried on witiiont 
fbrts on Hie coast <^ Africa; and sneh was tiie appetite of 
tiie British nation for tiie dave-trade, tiiat in 1729 a com* 
mittee of tiie House of Oommons passed tiie fbUowing 
lesolotions: ^^Ist, That the trade should be open; Sd, 
That it on^t not to be taxed for the support ef iforts; M, 
Hiat forls were necessary for seeoring the trade; aai 
4A, That an allowance ou^t to be made for maintaining 
Such forts/' All foreigners were excluded fivtn partfd* 
patiug m a trade pronounced by parliament to be ^so 
U^y beneficial to the kingdom.'' 

^b 1745 grants from the crown were made to British 
subjects of famds m Jamaica, on c<mdition tiiat the landi 
so granted Aould be settied by a stipulated proportion of 
negro slafes, and tiiat in case such stipulation was nol 
comi£ed witii ^tiiin a g^ren time, the patent was to be 
deemed nidi and void. 
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<«In 1760 the ocdoniite, aniolu to Hmk Ae vast num- 
bers (^ wild negroes imported by En^ish speculators, 
passed laws imposing a duty oa tihem, which Great Britim 
refused to saactio&» rejecting the aoi with indignalion^ and 
declaring that the 8la?e4rade was beneficial and necessary 
to the mother ooiuatry. The govermr wiio posad the 
laws was r^firimanded) aad a tiurevkr was sent to all tflher 
gOYemors, warning thmn against a similar ofienoe» 

'«In 1765 and 1774 ttie asaenUy of Jaaaiaa t«imMI 
the o£fence| and passed l^ to restrain the imporMaaB ^ 
negroes. Lord Dartmonth, then seeretary of State, 
wrote to Sir Basil Keith, the governor of Jamaka, ftntud- 
ding him, JXfom ^^pain <tf removal fipom his geveniHienty to 
assent to sueh laws.'' 

t^Ihe cotooiies, by the agent (ji Jamaica, vemonBtsaked 
i^g^unst ihe resolution of the gev^nmeni; but iskue EM of 
Dartmouth replied*— ^We eamtot alkm the eeki^ to^ 
fdieok or diseoanga in any degree a traffic 00 bemeidal to 
the nation.''' 

The aboTe was taken from the ^Lodhm Times" in Ike 
year 1849, a period of two hundred and sizty-ftnr yeaM 
firam the time that the slave-trade was tet inatitatod by 
ike ""crown of Great Britian." But what wcodaifca 
dianges have since taken place in the minda of tiie p«o|d# 
of that nadon with regard to this diabolical tavflfe! Tha 
instant a slave now sets his fiM>t 00, Sng^Kdi 8ail,^Ui 
shackles M and he is firee!" And nobly has one of Xbg- 
land's gifted poets expressed hfanaelf in rdatton to tfie 
condition <tf a slave and his employment, in the Monring 
beautiful lines that could not be too often repeated, and to 
which every feeling heart wiU readily reqwnd:-** 
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"* I vonld not 1mt» » iteTt to tni ay gPOMid, — 

To oftrry me, to fiuime whiU I tloqp, and treiaUe 

When I wake, — for ftll that sinews, bought and sold, hare erer earned; 

Kg 1 dear as freedom Is, and hi my sonl's just estimation 

Maedabeme all pride; I woold much rather be mysdf tiie dare, 

And wear tha bondi, than fiutea than on Un*'' 

^ThA oahmitfes to wUdi tiiese poor people are exposed, 
in erery stage of tbis irnqoitoiis ImainesSy seem to be tm- 
poralleled in tiie history of any other nation, ifhether 
aaeant or aiodem. Yarioiis ar^es of European mann- 
fiwtwre are pren in exchange for the poor slares; for 
these, the oorrtqpted Afirieans wiU pradace every violence * 
and eroelfy on their coantryin^. If a ship comes in 
fo^t, it » oonffidered a snfficient motive lor a war, and as 
a signal for an instantaneoos ccMumencement of hostilities. 
TImj fifl on tiie net^bcuring nations, &r the purpose of 
maldngprisoneiSiMrdaves; and in i^ tonralt of war Ihehr 
rage <^ften predominates, ev^i over motives of avarice. 

^In the ha^ of ^bek fury they massacre their oppo- 
nents. If a king fiuls in making prisoners of his enemies, 
he aunwimdB wifli his amy (me c^ the towns of his snb- 
jeotiy sets file to the houses, and picks up the people as 
tfaegr aMempt to escape from the flames. These evils are 
notrmsrely confined to the coasts; the negro-jGM^tors go 
many hundreds of nnles up the counky with goods brought 
from the l^repeans, where markets of men are kept in 
the same matter as those of beasts with us. When the 
poor daves, such as survive die fiitigues and hardships of 
the journey, are driven down to tiie sea-shore, thej are 
stiijp pe d naked, aad strictly exaamied by the European 
sui^gecna, bofii inen and women, without ^e least distinc- 
tion of modeety; tibose who are approved as good, are 
marked with a red-hot iron, with the ship's mark, after 
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lAidk tibey 9m jmkaa boud tke vMidiytk* m&a bei&g 
AftoHfid iriA ironfl, tiro ftod two together. Beskkt tttese 
ttethoobi of proourmg daves in multitiides, the &€toi% 0r 
free BigvoeSy m thej are temed^ wbo live on fte ooMt, 
tad know how to speak the Eoropean languages, ave £ar- 
ludied with anos and amnwmtion; and thua eqippped, 
tbej sal^ fiurth mto the oountr j, and kidnap amabMs of 
childraa of botti seies, wUeh they find on the xoads,:^ in 
tita fields; toir ifaose whom they meet witbyBtnwg mi 
giown up, they kxdc tox a clog of wood, and fasten th«m 
lo it by the wrists widi staptes^and thus briiq; than.to 
the TSflsris, labmng under their load. In ¥ain the fi^ 
Teats bewail the kas €i their ofl^riog; or in vain the 
tsnder fianily at home in the viBa^ eqaeet the eomiag of 
thev ore, With the approach of tibemi^l ThAah^dmll8i 
no aeve be enlivaned by their presenee^ nor tbttr labcors 
be attsYiated by their eonqpai^ in the fieUel So ewr- 
nuns an the practices ye hare stirred up, ye degei^evate 
aoBS of Ban>p% ammig these weUHaeaning peoplel and 
so I»ttar the afflictinM ye hate strewed twnd their 
dwdlii^! 

<^ Leamg these regions of senow and dseolaiian^we 
eipeet the scene to brigjkten, on coatempbtrng the laither 
let (tf the c^itire ; bat, alas ! their mittmmff sefim- only 
beginning. Under the we^^ oi affliotien, soma hsing 
snatched from all that was dear to them npcm earthy and 
mtdtft the dreadM apprdioMMi of an nnkncBRn, peifiei- 
nal slairery ; pent np within the narrow confines «f m wee- 
bAj sometimes six or seven hnndred together, they, are ^ of- 
tearedneed to a state of despecation, whennn tnany^have 
leqped into the sea, and l^pt thanselres nnder water 4ill 
tfasy were drowned; others have starved themsohea to 
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death; grettl luanben kave akk> bMa ft«4)ii«n% kiM, 
tod 0Mae deHbcrvMj pat to detlli, QBdM^ihe greitoil tor- 
tus, "whi^ thej attompted to rise^ in order to fi^ee ttie»- 
mItteBitim tiitir pvesoit niMry md tlie rfvmy dtBigDtd 

^Itisi^beMidthattlMyam plentiiba j foppIM with 
feod on 4h6 Tdyige, and tili»t every preomtfoD ia take&, 
tiHrteu ke, coiidueive to their heatth. The aaikra, it ia 
Ime, often oomphin that thej are aadlj pindied, aome 
Ittpringbeen m^i^^iy and then detuned agunst tfadr will, 
that they are oUiged to make it oat aa well aa they oan^ 
kif getting in mUk die negroea, irfao aee weU pnmded fiur. 
The eiqplaina wiah, say the crew, te hiing the slama in 
0ml csrder to nairket, and to make na eo tired of their 
ttsage, Hmt we nuQr deaert ttiem in the Weat Indiea, and 
80 loeeiMr wagea. Tbos do croelty and feaad nark the 
wHitniiin and hahita of theae wrelehed people, in OTery 
etnge of tfaia inhnmnn bmniesa. GQiat Aeir oace of tfa« 
negroes prooeeda not firom good will, may hanentaUy iqp- 
f^rhoOL Aeir iidmraan treataaent of them aeoietuBm, 
when tiiey are quiet and not attempting an eaeape* I£ 
ti»ere aheold be any neeesait^, firom tempestaena westher, 
lur Kj^mng the ahqp, oar if it be preainaed on the voyitge 
ithaitiie pvofimia wiU ML short before the Toyage ean be 
andevifaay aroy many cf them, thrown orerboard. Indeed, 
aaKi^y fasve their Urea been eateemed, that &eiy have 
faeeq takien npoa a qieenbtion, that it would be more 
firafiiahle to drown than than to ran tiie haaard of their 
dyiBBi 

*^In.l7dl, (ne hnndred and twenty^two were thrown 
oveaboard firom one Teeiel ; ten othen, who were broo^t 
: for thnname parpoae, did not wak to bo kand- 
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coflfod, but leaped into the sea, and shared the ftfte of tileif 
companions ; yet the people in the ship had not been ptrti 
on short allowance, but tiie wretched captain made this 
excuse on bosurd for his conduct: — **That if the slates, 
who were tiien sickly, had died a natural deatli, liie loss 
would have been the owners, but as they were all flirown 
afive into the sea, it would ftll upon the underwriters.*^ 
Thus, ye insurers, were ye liable to be defirauded Ijy 
meddling in this iniquitous traffic, and thus did ye your- 
selves, ye inconsiderate or wicked men, defraud ihe negroes 
of their lives. The prececBng hct was proved, in your 
lawHSuit with the owners, at Guildhall ; the horrid deed is 
recorded in the annals of that court, where, perhaps, more 
enlightened generations yet to come, may look back wift 
horror on the rude practices of their predecessors. Hun- 
dreds can come forward and say that they heard the mel- 
ancholy evidence with tears, tiiough the perpetrators of 
the murders escaped the punishment due to their crimes ! 
" If the ship should arrive safe at its destined port, the 
wretched Afiicans are again exposed, naked, without dis- 
tinction of sexes, to the brutal examination of tibieir pur- 
chasers. In this melancholy scene, mothers are seen 
hanging over their daughters, bedewing their naked breasts 
witli their tears, and daughters clinging to their parents, 
not knowing what new stage of distress must follow theilr 
separation, or if ever they should meet again ; and here, 
what sympathy, what commiseration are ihey to expect ? 
Why, indeed, if they will not separate as reacffly as their 
owners think proper, the whipper is called for, and the larfi 
exercised upon their naked bodies till they are obliged to 
part ! Having been brought from a country where a very 
small labor of tillage supplied them abundantiy with Qie 
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of Wdy the hAidahipe tliat are impoaed on ibem 
aie often more tittalliej can bear. Under tiiese, together 
with change of climate, Uiej droop and die in rery great 
BUBibera. Thoee that surrire the jSrst two years, are said 
to be seastmed, or fit to be put into a gang, to undergo the 
labors voA hardships of slavery. Althouj^ thousands are 
daoj^ktored oa the A&ican continent, throng this iniqni- 
Ions tcsffic^ it is estimated, that one hundred thousand are, 
BOtwithstanding, annually brought off from their natire 
country — two-tUrds of these by the ships of tiie Ebg- 
fish — and that fifty thousand are destaroyed on the voyage 
and in ihe seasoning. 

^Woful havoc of iiie sons of men! fifty thousand 
Atn aanuaDy survive to wo^ aud peojde the plantations. 
How must these and tiieir o&pring banish solitude from 
tte oleni toacks thai have been laid waste by Hae sw(»rda 
of tiie Europeans, and supply inhabitants in abundance to 
the idands tiiat have lost even the remembrance of their 
native Indians ! As the same climate, in a few g^iera- 
.tiona, li^itens the blackness oi their comjdexions, and 
throws a diade of darkness over tiia4i of the Eurq)eans, 
how must botiii, by degrees, be assimilated in their person I 
and how must they at last knperceptibly commix with each 
oilier, and the unbecoming distanction of master and slave 
quite w<»n out ! 

^^We may amuse ourselves with such reflections as 
these, and wish to see this aggravated evil in &6 most &- 
v<mJ>Ie point of view. But alas ! the catalogue of &cts 
tiiat stares us in t^ £Etce, obliges us to forego much of the 
pfeaeore we might derive frcnn siK^h flattering expectations. 
These d^nrable effects but very partially take place ; ike 
slay>e8, continually exposed to the severity of the cUmate, 
16 
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retain mach of tfi^ natiye hue, firom gtMrfttioa to^ip- 
eration, while the plaaterii screening themselTes iam the 
heat of the son, and living at their ease, atill retain looie- 
thing of their %ht complexion ; and tlie negeoes, instead 
of increasing in their slaverj, and peopling the soiitfH^y 
wastes the Europeans have made, are worn doira, bj the 
xigorof the labor imposed on them, and by tt^e a pmwanh^tyi 
hardships they are constantly exposed to, their days are 
shortened, and their generations become extinct, mimMk, 
that in one of the western colcmies of the EiiPopeMWii nix 
' hundred and fifty thousand slaves were imported viAin 
one hundred years ; at the expiration of which tune, tbiir 
i^Ie postmty were found to amount to ooe {randied and 
forty thousand. There is, perhaps, no part of the eicth 
where beasts of burd^ are so mudi <^4[ffeesed as the ue- 
groes in the sugar plantati<»s. They are sixteen boBza, in- 
cluding the two mtervals at meals, in the service of their 
cruel masters ; and the shouts (^ their drivers, and ^ 
cracks of the whip on their naked bodies, which cut outsuMtU 
pieces of flesh at ahcaost every stroke, are heard all di^ 1^ 
in the fields. When wearied with this, tiiey are emplQ|]fad 
three hours mcore in making provision for themselves; five 
only remain for sleep, and their day is finished. Surq;^ 
die idme of crop, Tdiich lasts many months, they are a&^ 
obliged to work all night in tlie boiling houses ^ nuJb*. 

^^ The whole gang, as the planter calls Ins coUecti^ ^f * 
slaves, is divided into two or three bodies, and each division 
takes its ni^its by turns in the works ; this is a dreadfal 
aunroaehment on their time of rest. Those who jom k^ 
their eyes open during their nightly labor, and are wilU^ 
to resist the drowuness that is contanoally eonm^ m^ 
them, are presently worn out, while some of those vh^are 
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bvwoomey and who feed the mill between adeep and 
awake, sofftr, for thoa obeying the calls of nature, bj a 
ttnib, a hand, or an arm being ground off. To support a 
Hfe of snch mipsraQeled dmdgerj, the master allows to 
H» fiiaveftr proyisions, clotiiing, medicines when sick, etc., 
no more than thirty shfflings p^ annum, upon an arerage, 
sod a small spot of ground, whidi he gires him leave to 
euHhate on the day called Sunday. Pressed by hunger, 
be eals the vegetables this produces, before they are ripe, 
and eonlraets disease. His own spot is, perhaps, exhaust- 
ed, and he has flie same i^petite to be satisfied as befbre. 
Peihaps he creeps out clandestinely from his hut, to go in 
seardi of food, into his master's or some nei^boring plan- 
tation. Hie watchman, to save himself from chastisement, 
is vigjQant to detect him, and must punirii him for an ex- 
ample— oM>t with a stick, nor a wMp, but wi& a cutiass ! 
Thus it happens, that these unhappy slaves, if they are 
taken, are eiAer sent away mangled in a barbarous manner, 
or are kiHed on the spot. Perhaps the negro, in the midst 
of \a& labors, and pressed hard by &mine, is found eating 
flie cane his own hand has {Wanted ; this is sure to be fol- 
lowed by the whip, and so unmercifully has it been applied 
tm. such -an occasion, as to have been the cause, in wet 
weaAer, of the suierer's death. Knives, or any thing 
that could be seised, have been snatched in the fit of firen- 
sy, and used as instruments of punishment. In their slav- 
ery, ^ars have been slit, eyes have been beaten out, and 
bonea hove been broken ; and so frequently has this been 
the ease, that it has been a matter of constant lamenta- 
HoBt wiA dinnterested persons, who, out of curiosity, have 
attended the markets to iriiich tbese unhappy people 
weekly resort, that tbey have not been able to turn their 
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^yei on Any group of them whatertr, but Hbej ha?« hAM 
these inhnnwvn works of passion, despotism and ciqprice. 

^^ On their first being set down in the plantations, a&egr 
all the cruelty they have undergcme in being fiorced from 
their native country, hardly one in a hundred have scan 
to show ihey were prisoners of war ; they are generally 
sudi as have been kidnapped, <Hr sold by their tyrants, 
after the destmctioii of a village. The dftves are men; 
they wish to be free ; they flee, sometimes, to the recesses 
of the mountains, where they choose to live upon any thing 
that the soil aflbrds, nay, <m the very soil itself, rather 
than return. 

^^ It sometimes hi^pens that the mana^r of a moon- 
tain {dantation falls in with one of these ; he immediately 
■eises him, and threatens to carry him to his former mas- 
ter, unless he will consent to live on the mountain, and 
cultivate his ground. When his plantati<m is put in order, 
he carries hini home, abandons him to all the suggestions 
of despotic rage, and aoc^>ts a reward for iiis honesty. 
The unhiq>py wretch is chained, scourged, and tortured ; 
and all this because he obeyed the dictates of nature^ and 
wanted to be free. 

^^ If he has been absent six months, he fiJls a victim to 
impious law ; he is considered as a criminal against the 
state ; he is tried and condemned, by two or three jusiaoss 
of the peace, and without the intervaitkm of a juiy. The 
marshal, or sheriff, superintends his execution, and the 
master receives money, as the price of the slave, from the 
pnUic treasury. Perhaps a reward has been offered for 
him, dead or aUve. In that case, he has not so much time 
allowed hnn; his merciless pursuers overtake and shoot 
him, they cut off his head, and exultin^y bei»* it away, 
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still reeldng with blood ; this fhej prodace, as the proof 
" required by law^^ to entitle them to flie reward. Th«* 
Africans are men ; they have sometimes yentnred to resent 
their abuses, and resist their opposers ; what has been the 
consequence ? they have been murdered at the directicai 
of their masters ; for in those rueful counMes, the life of 
a negro is only yalued at a price that would scarcely pur- 
chase a horse. The master has the power of murdering 
his slave, if he pays a moderate -fine ; and ilie murder must 
be attended with unc<»nmon circumstances of horror, if it 
even produce an enquiry. The negroes, say their oppres- 
sors, are an inferior link in the chm of human beings, 
and intended for slavery. 

^^It may seem superfluous to disinterested peo]de to 
contra<nct so absurd a position ; it may be remarked, how- 
ever, tiiat flie descendants of the Portuguese, in Zangue- 
bar, hare become such a people ; their heads having grown 
wooUey, and their comple^on black, while those of the ne- 
groito, in &e northern parts of America, and also in Eu- 
rope, have got long hidr and Mr complexions. But it is 
w^ known that the negroes have capacities like other 
men ; tibat they become expert workmen, and fine writers, 
both in prose and verse, when they have an o J)portunity of 
leam&ig.^ Hie fbUowing little extract, from tibe writings 
of an AiHcan girl, bebg part of a hymn, may sefve to 
show that neither genius nor yet devotion is peculiar to 
peO|de of white compleixion. 

"FiU'd with the praise of him who gives the light, 
And draws the sable curtains of the night, 
Iiifrplftoldalaiiben softtke eaeh weary miad, 
At niofi^ to w*^ more heav'nl j and refin'd \ 
So shall the labors of the day begin, 
More pme and guarded from ^e snares of sin.^ 
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^T^ txxAotmi of &Me Imet wm '' PkiHiB Wknttej;' 
aegro dave to '' Jolm Whefttlej," of Boston, in Nov^iig- 
knd. Sbe wm kichupped wken ocij ei^t yeajn old, mA 
m tbe year 1761, was traDsported to Amoriea, wktre fbff 
was 6(^ with other slayea. 8ha had no aebod udacuiiwi 
there, but reoetring some litde instruction fron the Ihia^f 
where she lived, she obtained sudi a knoiriedge of thft Bd^* 
Ksh language, within sixteen mon^ from the tune of het) 
arrival, as to be able to speak and read it, to the astiMuih« 
ment of those who heard her. She soon afterwards leatMd 
to write, and baring a great inclination to learn the Lttin 
kmgae, Ait was indulged bj her master, a&d mads m pro- 
gress. Her poetical works were published m the year 
1773, whm die was about twenty years of age. They 
contain thirty-eight pieces,, on different sul^fects. While 
the history of this young woman diows that the negroes 
are not a race of beings inferior te white people, it if* 
fords us ihe pleasure of also obserring, that they do ne^ 
always &11 into the hands of inhmnan tyrants. ProbaUy 
many have been in the practice of purcharing those poor, 
forlorn, expatriated people, fix>m motives of benevolence, 
or to prevent their fiJling into the hands of cruel task- 
masters. 

^^ Since the late devastations of the sword on the Amer- 
ican continent," (meaning our revdutionary war,) the 
writer, firom whom the preceding extracts have be^d taken, 
goes on to observe, ^^ the lot of the negroes appears in some 
places to be growing somewhat more tolerable. In America, 
several members of the church of Bome, of Enj^and, of 
Scotiand, of Independents, and others, have liberated their 
slaves, convinced that it is wrong to rob poor innocent peo- 
ple of their liberty. The society of Friends have done this, 
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in a diMiHtJye oapiwHy; aad iamj lutve ntde restitutioii 
ta «fa& people so Ubemted^ for tiM time they had kept them 
m bondftgeL The king of Demiuurk has dooried, that the 
dave trade dMdB be abolUied in his doniaions. The Brit* 
Mi HSmoo of OoauBons has resolred that the skre-trade 
riiatt be aiboUriied. Hie Ameriean Gongrees has decreed 
its alKjfitton, bat Ihej jet retam in iiieir boasted land of 
l^rly, aboQt seven hundred thousand in bondage ; they 
are, hofrerer, oontinaally seiting tiiem free, and in the 
aortlieni fitates, all the daves have been already emand* 
fMitied. 

^It ii remarkaUey that before the war, the pK>vinee of 
Virginia petitioned the British government to prohibit the 
fbrther importation of slaves ; bvt their request was not 
eompiied with, and tiiis prevented others from applying in 
Ibal way. The French convention has abolished the slave 
trade, and emancipated tiie Atves tfaronghont their whole 
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CHAPTEB Xn, 



Another wihor, in speaking of the A&ieumf njts 
^^ The understandings of tiiese people hare not beenniw^ 
so much cultivated as those of the Europeans ; bat thw 
passions, both defensive and social, are much stronger, ^o 
people are more sensible of disrespect, eonten^t, or iiymi^f 
qr more prompt and violent in resenting them. Tk^ ve 
apt, also, to retain a sense of injury, till they obtain satifr* 
dction, or gratify revenge. In tUs they resen^le othor 
imperfectly civilized tribes, and even the more refined Eur 
ropeans, in whom that benevolent religjum« which teaohM 
forj^veness of injuries^ has not yet produced itp full e&ct f 
for was not satisfaction to offended honor, — that ii^.w^ft 
not a certain mode of revenge— a distinguishing part of 
the system of chivalry ? And do not our modem 4nel- 
lists, the polite successors of the anci^it knights, stiBx^beiv 
ish a principle which they will not aQow to be eaUed »- 
Tenge; but for which sober peq)le caon^ find a better 
name ? Revenge causes wars in Africa ; and are there 
no symptoms of its producing wars in Europe 7 B^tJii-. 
rican wars are never protracted, with cold-blooded pers»- 
rerance, to the length of the seige of Troy ; nor is peaot 
ever negociated with a view to future wars. The Afiri* 
eaos have no particular tortures in reserve for their pm** 
oners, like the North Am^iean Indians; ner do tbigrevttt 
devour them, like the natives of New Zealaad. 

«<But if they be cb«rged widi hatred to thwjeoMM^ 
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IdndiMiB to Aeir friends (mj^t, in candor^ to be stated to 
Hmr eredit; and tlieir hosptafity to unprotected strangers 
is WbmMy diflfattorested, and free from ostratation; as I 
myself, and many others hare experienced. Tbeir kind* 
Mss aad r«q>ectfiil attentkH^ to white penMnia, with idiose 
Aaracters they are satiified, arises to a degree of pifftaiid*< 
tey, whkdi, an IhSngs considered, is perfectly surpi^ing. 
BnMns of HAa description, may, and often do, reside 
among tiiem in perfect security, they receiving the best 
possible pffoofii of Aeir good ^, namely, the most press* 
Dig siDfidtatkms to dwell among them. Hiis partii^ity to 
i^^eMbposed Europeans extends also to their dress, man^ 
MM, and eotnmodities; in short, to every thing that is 
Biropean— a dispo^on which might, long ago, have 
been improved to the best purposes. 

'*H)li Ihose parts of the coast and country where the 
dave^ade prevails, the hihabitants are shy and reserved, 
as well Ihey may; and on all occasions go armed, lest 
ttiey shoiM be way-laid, and carried off. In maternal, 
iSial, and fraternal aibci$<m, I scruple not to pronounce 
thSfli superior to any Boropeans I ever was among; but 
as Ihey |»aetice polygamy, Iheh* paternal and conjugal 
aftettsiis may be supposed less ardent. 

^Ai ntfny of them have not suSeienk employment, 
oi Aft r f»r their heads or ttieir hands, they are apt to re^ 
liefe Rfedeesness by intoxication, when they can procure 
ttie means. So very sueoessfEd, indeed, hate the 'Etoco^ 
pen riavoHlealers been, in exciting in them a tiiirst ftr 
spiflils, A»l it is now beoone one of the princ^ I^Sars of 
their trade; for ike chiefs, intoxicated by the UqtH>r wifli 
whidi they aiepurposetf bribed by the nnhites, often mate 
, and give <»deiB &tal to tiheir sdbfects, mW^f 
16* 
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yih^ sober^.tfiey would ^Hdly i^tfMt. A derfre feif 
tpiritaoos fiquon, however, » the fti^g of all mci v i liig d 
people. In partioTilar) it has graatfy tbnuied some Attiei^ 
ican tribedy and almoet aanilBlatod others. 
: <VOf Oe infiuBous acts of soitie of 4he BmepMWy^Mt 
ihe c<mBeqtient intoneation atid yioienoe cf om ^Uto 
Afinoan ehieft, I have had ocdar proo^ In 4Tdm to 
promote ttie slaye^trade, tiie Fitaoh goveiwrn-ait Gmm 
[whioii, at ilie iame the writer menltoiis, beieagsa i» Urn 
orown of France ; and some years after ftBing iade Urn 
possesion of Great Britain, it has reioaned -so ta the 
present time J send jeaiiy pi t i se ato i to the Uaak hiagP) 
who return a gift of dayes. In 1787, 1 a4Aeiided « em- 
htMj of iim land to the kh^ of BMrbeem, at Joaly on 
the cottM tetween Goree and Oaadbia. That ^ef hmmg 
heto nnwiHing to ]MllAge, was k^ o^dsteitly intoaao al si 
by flie French and mulatioee, tiH they preraiied'an Um to 
iBsae the dreadfnl mandate. When sober, he expnswd 
eKtreme rehictaace to harass his people. He coaqdamed 
that the traders ol Qoree, after makbg Um triimg pref* 
ents, eame upon him wHh long aoooonte, and en dle os ft^ 
tensions; that the governor listened too readily to Mr 
tales, thou^t too little of the sufenigs «f Ihe uigfif»» 
and must have been imposed upon, when he aiiwediis 
name to be used <m sudi ocoasions— an aUegatiraL wiieb 
most probably was te«e; for the ^^CSMvaEer de BmJkmf* 
then govemor, I really b^eve, was iff^atwo^ «f .Ihsse 
knavirii proeeedii^; but, like man^" other great msByW 
Hie dupe of his courtiera. I heard the long mofe ikm 
enoe hold this hnguage, had it interprated on the ^qtt^ 
and mserted it m my joqimI: «id yet he seen erdiidl 
the pffiage to be ezecmted. 
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^On this ooeasieB) it hi]^ned, ikat only one <Mq9itiTe 
m» tnkoi. nu0 urns a kaacLBoifte yomig negrefls, who^ 
MtvMiatMdfa^ h«r tflMs, was fertkwith earned on boai^d^ 
a Aip then Ijing otf Joal. Ab dbe belonged, however^ to 
one if Aote ftmiSed who, by tibe laws of tiie coontry, are 
etietipted ftom alavery, ihig action allocked the people so 
moik, that a oenwiotion ensoed. The Idng hai^, by 
itm tioMy tone to his sondes, and seeing the danger, -en* 
4tealMl the parcbaaer to return ihe ffrh The Frenchman^ 
thoagh iorrounded by a great number oS negroes, and 
ikcmi^mxf perty, indkidiBg Dr. ^Mumnan, Captain Arr* 
bemos, a«d myedf, conaisled of bat tre white mra, was 
iemadly obslinate as to refuse hie reqnest. I say in«k%, 
fir in aQ the cei^inetares of my life, I neter was so 
ilamied for the safety of it After much entreaty, how- 
werihe restored 0^ yoong woman to her disoonsdato 
lAiinas, the kkig prosoisDig hhn two slaves in exchange, 
• wham-he ^qpected to seiie on a fatnre expedition* 
' ^Xha eiqpeiera of ^ eokmiiation of Africa would hare 
ik^li^red UmI the natiYes are meuraUy B^ofiA and indo- 
kat; bat I hare in my possessi^ iiie means of proving 
tharooBtsaify; for, <m a qnestien put to me in the British 
fisoaa of Commons, I offiwed to pvodnoe f^^eeimens of 
their Mmiifiactarea in iron, gold, fillagree work, leather, 
eiilin^* matting, and basket-work, some of which equal 
ay ia tk l o s dF the kind ftbricatedin fiurope, and evince- 
4lMil,Mth pioper eneeniagesnent, 4iey woold make ezc^ 
tint wimliasn All men are idle, till incited to mdnstiy- 
hgMthemnatard or artifieial wants. Thmr soil easily suf^ 
|1m thrir nataml neeessitMa, and the whites have Mver 
%Mktd MBstain them any wiooent ariifioial wants; n«r 
iadsed any ottier wants than those of brandy, baohles, 
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tiiilaijpiBii, po^fvfer. and bttt, 4o a tod tfote or i 
okiofry aad io atfurd tbepa the meiM of kg^ 
fomitry. 

*^E7« iko liOflt wpsQVod tribfii mako thoir <mm iikiofl 
teoklo, oaooeB, and inplftgwnto of ogMnltare« I fogpt 
to nieBtioii ailt and aoop^ and djeiog, aroong tho Wiiiflio- 
latirea of thoae I viaited, aad who «p9 bj ao maaaa fnnwipt^ 
0dfrQ»thoe?a9of thedave-trade. If;eim»wUla 4i»t 
tpiafto diatarha tiieir poaoo, aad endangiira Iheir pa i aa m » 
tiiM^ hoYO mado auob • jmgfmBj whrt iMgr va itat aipatk 
if i^ fffkvoiia obatodo woiB remoTod) and thab h^^ 
diracted into a pn^pmr chaand? 

^'IhoalaTO-tnMU^diatiirboa their airkmbm atSlMae 
than their mannfaetwrca; fbr mm wiU natbe txid of plaat* 
me, who h«ro not a Mml oertaint^ ef raapoig. ¥at» 
0?^ without o«jojisg that oertain;^, they niae graiij 
friiita^ and roota, not onlj aidleiawt fiw their owft oopmm|^ 
tioQ, but. even to oaHxIbr ^ daiiiaila ef the E«po|m«i 
iihJw[Hm» ofUa to a ocmaideiahk ejcteati. la aaiM idhMde^ 
and porta d the wm^ where there ia no ahire-^Eada, they 
haiFo made peat pn^greaa in ^gtmMm0. At.the.iahMi 
of Femodo Po^ ia partMmlar, Hmj ham aoeh qvaulttaaef 
|iKm«oiia» ae to apere a aofioieacy fior ell the 
«t CbMar, Dal B^, aad CamerMieai 

^In aMDM» plaoea they brng their pndaeeto^i 
m thair heada, and retnm home, k«lad wiHt 
gaeda. OtheiagoinannedbodieaeveneaoBUkh' 
ieJand, wUi artiolefl for tcede. In bom pkete^ thi^ 
wod and winter Aa al^», aMllwe themebwte Ae JOa- 
ifipoanB) to woik for low wagaa, both in.beate i 
In abort, thdr ladiiatry is ia ganexal proportiottad ta 

m omBzatno^ to thaor ova wanka* to the dmnaad 
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^ IMW MMr, w UMr iMM for JatBnfMgk giiafy ma 
«il, 40 Aeir MiJ or i^attkl iJMjMpihm fiwi iba 

^BiiMd iwImM Com tjatan^ and riie to gelMndb ; 
myliAed ttjkum dwiP on daHia, Md «rif« m yartitaiwi. 
9m AirietDS n« uaoqttantad wiib ike deximtj Md 
tiplih MiiBKfrott tbadiHriMcfhOMr.wliritfiilM 
I ainbtages of oooMaed tKertioBi Bj ia toa ili ca iy 
Eanapi ID wotka, wlw^ liddunil aaiM dba^ 
f ba p e ifai a d at att^ Hmy da afary tffibg fa a aoM- 
Usnfy daaahory maimer. Eaeh iadmdaaly or ifSttlyy Uka 
llie paaiaite in same parts of Baaape, apitia, weav>ea) aewa, 
, and MJcaa bttriiData, fliUng^^^ 
kaf agmakara; aothat^ aoiMidering IIm liaaitei af 
Iradealkay tzereiBe, their in^aifeol tools, md ikm aHU 
aaiaa aafarfaat hvyidadge of ttaobiMTy, the naatnoas af 
aMaa-af Ihair innha is vaaQy aarpriaiag. 

"« Of Hme Idbor ia aonceri, I sfaaM gifa OM azaiapla, af 
trinsk I fane been a qMoMor. Tha tiaea an tha aoaat I 
tiahad) bsuig gaacnally bani in tlmr gr«irtli bj Ihe aaa« 
basia[i> and lyantjag aoIidity» a»a unit for aaaoaa. Ataaa 
af 4hs frapsr dianaaiioaa m Ukan k m dioaeo, patbapa, 

fi I II ail, ar iOesn mkaiipAe eaoaii^, wUak baiagati 

ifitatha laqnkito leaglk, tml nai baKaaad, last il sfaoaid 

^m^9eti.hy aoakl a at , or bjr te haal <^ istm mm^ tba peqda 

itftkaaaaaart viiaga, dwa k ta Ae nax^and Am aM- 

fiROQ viiaea la viflaga^ tiH ii roadi iha oaasl, 

^itiifaimd iato^aMoa. lor Hds saiara hdbar, 

Aha aiUagsn loak for no aikar vaward than a §m$b and 

fj idttoh tbaj ayoy in flia troa a4^ af rand 



■^^feifca aaaefa^pfyiatoga of aiMtad labor SB^ 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



2S4 . VOYaM fO «ft WMT OQiiif W AMtOA. 



iriMi plMi ai bniikig ibm liMfleft; alio in 
fJMitiiig, or mmg tiiuw Mds^ bfitingiBg to ihi jMMifr'rfl* 
kge, aiki in Mqnng ilie crq>, wliieli is ooandeved Mntha 
conunon property of ibe inhmbita&iB.s Sach a piMii#e » 
BwopeivwUl giaoraito ondleis ilifpRrtea; bvtMW^tfais 
tfhqph poopk, 10 the beii bond of good BdiipdMrfaMU 
8ach> iad — d, is tte iwialiln (umplMify rf «AinMB, inAigk> 
tmgpM mmiKQj^ihidi^hffm nmokit from tl» nlnfn <iiii4si 
tti* Eartpeaii ndtors mto nadj io imagbe tkeaaekiat 
•a wio d into a now wcrld, gOToraod by Ate purest taacbBa 
sC pailriafolial innoosnca. 

"A&il tiMttg^ few of tbeift nnite tfi#ir fitrMgilk^ anq* 
•at Asea and a few amBar aeoaoans^ and moat of Ihaoi 
Ian flmr bsadn 4x> diflbreal ooaapationi^ wo ara ool 
ikmK» to ecnolodo aAferocaUy of tboir is^tteots^ lapgi 
MM tiian of tha intallaotB of thoois Ettrqveaa pewmita^ 
(in Sweden, Norway, Sootiaikl, ete.,) niioaa praotioaaas» 
On the odntaatty^ Lord Eaimea bas obaert ad, I 
with snrii tnth, lltti ao^ peasants are eoaeral^ 
intolligeait than artifioevs^ to whom the diTismi af 
labor^ in laMfafihuMig ooontries, has assigaad ana aiaiyia 
ifa wthn , A iisasaiil> who makse and rqiaiialiiB pkinejkiij 
barrows, and harness, his hanaehaU foniatare, and asreBB 
Jbs eMbaa, has an ampler saopa for his aBdenBtaniing,.and 
nsaiy baoomea a BMra mtaiiigent braig, thn he ^wha 
spends his whole life, m ibrging hovsMdiaas, Making 
Mii^ or bnansUng buttons. Sndi a being aoifiandi fea 
life to afew siaapla notions, nay be said, in seme dqgne, 
tofeaathe nsaofaB his pawm, but tiiat af &e mnasM 
wlnrii perfbon tkoae moticMS. ffis intdbctBea dinaisnl] 
fcr ks Qsa is sqaarseded by a meva animal habit, .fia hai> 
I abaft, n kind <tf lini« nMMUne, in lltt laiak4tf 
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oF diwei, iriK) poiseM no odier tal^il tlM tlH^ 

loiibifar ofwn aooovht^ &• Mthity ^rf^ttieir poor faroOrm of 

^ !Etu» pvooocttng aataMts I ba^e Imtb lakrodMod Stem m 
mak ffttUblMd many yean befinre we lositod tius enaali 
▲t the ^ia» of the mrMtr's obsemkiaoliBv slwefy <tf tlM 
Vtttim ima iotoratod aatoBgrt ahK»t all Bgrapoan wAm » 
aM4 the flkvoHaUp might be finrnd at anchot W Mba ta fl 
iff Jeal, (whore the yong negpesa, m Ae roadeih wffl lo*' 
SModber, was oonvejed on boaid a da^mr,) at the moojHi 
of tfko Qaadbia, aad even at Goroe, then k potaoorion of 
Iho Ftmifk. Itwaa^at Ihat time^ soaveoly lookactupott 
aaa m to Iddaap ihe poor Mgro^ for ttie parpoab of laak^ 
ing him a dare; but as tins aboadnable traffio la nra 
ab4l*6d by afanoat ail dviliied and ehriatfan mAam^ 
daro<diips that now haifo the efiontofy of yentotbg upon 
Ae Afinean ooatt, are in eokitiniial dangev of beiitg eap^ 
torad bj tiie nomevoos- cmiaera tiiat aro umaiaiiHy ott thi 
lK>k«e«i finr Tessols of a aaqnoioiia diamoUr. fibwever^ 
artwMiafcaBding the Ti^krao oMhaae ondaan, wmf «f 
thi^4ada«ei« aaiHU% eaeape frma these shores^ with oa i p s a 
«f ihepoor^ wseiohed negioea. 

i 1£ Gnat Aritak was aamg the eailieaii najftwis i^, 
MiJiuinji, ^ >^>^ ^f Afieicay she has also^ afttf 
t of ks iuquij^^ been amoaigBt the fint in ^ 
them throsghont aU h^r exkenam do 
Xbas her setdemeats ahNig this eoast, wUdi we vastad^ 
faai Oape Yard to the eqMlor^ mafeaad of being aaaa r t a 
hi Jawe flhipfj) ahoold a Tossel of this ehanMler jmiw have 
the taiMi%^ to slop at any <^ them^ she woidd be iimBe^ 
atd|r «iiptsired. AM Qoraa, we saw tks 



dbyGoogk 



SMl voirA«fa«niinitoiu«tf intoA 



nd^ at I kmre h«fiR» «btei^r«d) llMf v«e k i 

biittgMiieilwes. We Mnr Aeminihi *dl 

rf ifaeir Mbtrty, going out, or oonng k, as tlMir wS or 

ploMore dieMML At aU dia aeMfliBBnhi m imMt, it 

waa tiM iaaio. Tka tiaia HMf anm, attlMi|^ tbe dft^ 

aagr jel W fiur di ai aat , whea vo^mmnf^ 

iiiaaa fo«ila dm^ riMA ba ioM and oanribd iniD I 

Tha eobnj aft Idbaria^ il i» aaid, liaa ahead j done 

on a pari of Hub eoaaty lowanb tiio koftordtatmk and ahw 

jKaaliwi of iheoe paoplo. ISie ndsamarioa nut Momg0f 

Hmm htm alivady evatigofiaiad warnkmrn of Ihaoa dadr 

oidldrai of iStbiopa, and oawod ikeaito turn fipon tinlr 

hwitiiia MMa, to tiio wenlrip of the tnie <3od! 

nio pfkiMplea <tf ilM dmaliaa leH^ 
tkoMMbof ihaohadrai^attiie British oobqr of 8iof» 
Leone, whete we saw the jmskgsr om» of bolii aoMS^ 
(alter boiag roooued from the hold of tbe eh f o Aip , by 
Fag^li eraain ahng the ooaat^ ^ttfo^kg the adrnt^gMf 
of a oommcm sdiod edneatioii, under die anpe iiiitow i e n oo 
of a pioas, Boyish BdK>ol4iia8ler;— and tids, too, on'tte 
sheres of heathen, beni^ted Afriea! Tbos, froia joB/yimm 
obaoryations, dvring two voyages tothasooast, and oxlMMls 
from Ae ofaser^atiotti of ottiers, as regtfds Has mmA 
aibased people, I ha^e endeavored to show that they^aiv 
iiot^ k many req>eohi, so finr below the standatd ^ oar 
boasted raoe as tiu^ have been gen^i^ r e p res ent e d , 

^ifiybi Wheattej wasanegressaadai^Tit But, yet 
how astwMhing was her progress m . learokg ttesa 
branches of kBowkdgD,80 daAeoh even aauHg s s aseh re u . 
Thns it wonld, doabtkaa, he witik BMay othsea of thU par- 
aeoatad peayk, if opportwitki wore a iat d a d thoM lilt 
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imftwmBDL I flimU lam amteMl, te« ai QorM, 
ti » ri ah f o ai Sietm LeonO) ve nw 0<»e ftie i9«cim«w of 
piBSMMUp, asecBtod bgr Afimn yooths fimn MUda to 
eif^^tmi yesrs of age, &ftt i^ovild hav» done credit to any 
of <tw joug mM m titt New^Ea^and Siaitai. 

I wiU relato one jnope inoideni ci«iaenung Ilia liasf^ 
tmi»f iriudi I hesa pcMent to ike raader in tha osigmal 
FMMhy as I eirtraitod it from a w<»k in Oat fengnaga> 
AlAoi^ItUDktbaariMleloeas mao j of ito boMtiaa by 
a tvanalatioa into Bn^iak^ Z hswe ibcnf^ it neaeMury to 
trairiatn it, aa tluit dMae vfao trndentottd botii laagaagaa 
miyjudgaltr tb^nadvaa. AAar tina, I will agam miao* 
duaatba etadartooar fiur&er trafia witii tba peopfocf 
thia coaat; (as it wSl be rtmeiiib«red a aumber of pagaa 
baak: ou vaaael ma ataiidiag ia to^wrda ike land fiir iliia 
jMNfMae^) i»oadoatod^ howerar, in a ¥«ry difi^rent nannef 
frqm4i»^ of pnvchaaing human beings* 

I tbink-M <me ean peniae tba firilowii^ temarkaUe and 
wagilar inaidant in rakticm to ne^KHakmrfv witkairt 
being irtanaoly iafcoraatad in emry partionlar. 

1^ 3ndg|panre 4toit nn Toyagenur Anglais, €a|»taaDe de 
v^iMOan^ etireeoMMaandaMa par aon hmnmit^. Hvoyagaa 
kH^(4a9^ en Afidqm Tara Fan 1122. H y fit #a qa'on 
t^nprtl^ la teaite dean^lgrea^ o'eat-ik-dire, qn'il y a^beta 
baaqpoi^^ d'eaolavea, oammeiee afireax, qiie I'tiaag^iia 
aaqmit- antariaar, paiaqn'il ooteaga. Ia uafciu, at q^.ott 
nepentiwra-aaaa s'expoaer aaa phia graada :panb ; ^riat 
I'iiljastaoa. et Im tyraame i»rodiiisant preaqw UiTojmn lai 
d^aaapoir et la r^volto. Anssi les £«ro|)rieii0 aont ib 
obUgia-d'-anohafiBar anr lea naaoaimc, pendant larooity et 
ixmmfk ki plaa gsatide partie da jonr^ kia nalkatii^iix n^ 
graa qfa'Sa aekMeaat; at, laalgr^ tMiea lea 
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ftrmer dot conidotB, qui mmrmk ooAtait k vis i^levn 
mifitveck Sbelgraiw adieta beooooop de iidgr«s mr hi 
botd0<k lariTidFDdeKalUbar. ftgmi oeg i nfu f Uuitfft ^ ft 
rauunqna Birtovt tme joime £unBi qu jmnmAt fkmmiAfm 
de doulevr. T^mM doi luniee qal ku vife riywAiiy E 
]* fit qiiwlioiniir p«r son intotyMe , t4 il mpfnk* fft^vBr 
pbaroil nn ^nfatit wuqae cpi'elie avoit pmla ia ^^illDi Qm 
k onidafidt nr le vaiiMMi de Sfidlgnrre ; efe le j— i mftn> 
k oiieC^ oa loi du oaaioB, fit mvitor Saeigrav* h ▼eimr It 
^iir^ Snelgravt 7 oonsentit ; mais, oomwiiBiiife i^ lfciwi K 
de iwtte nation, 3 se it aeeompagaer da £z matriotiv tmi 
annfo, at da son aaaoonier. D firt oonliiit & qxnlqQa'diB« 
^u^M da la odte oil il troaraleraaaiiarariaiaMga flavd 
h I'oMbre da qaelques aibrea. UaaMonUfo 4lat wto m 
hnam ; luie faafe da soigDaiiia ndgrea anratnaoit i» voic 
at «a gaida, aonpoete d'amriion ohMpwite hommee, aii d ig 
d'arca at da flMice, le sabva an cM£, etla aagaia 41a 
■ain, ae teB6it damire kd ii qoriqae distMKO. Laaikng^ 
loia, le fbd anr P^paale, ae raBg^wBt viB^i^TiBda vol* 

^< Sadg t we p t Awmta «a xoi qreiriqnes ba^rteQea '^Ba- 
lopa ; at aomme il aohairat sa hutmagaey il aatendit 4ea 
g^miaifinunn soorda qui le-firent traeaaHSr* II ae idcuBa, 
at ii apper^ttt an petit nigra attodid par la 
pm enCbiie^ 1^ la ttrre, sar la bord dNuia tomm, 
ttipes, d'uB aq)aet Udenx, aim^ da hadiea, vfitis .d'ont 
mmiiie axtxamdisaiite paroitooiopt gsrdar aet aafittEty-q^ 
la0 coatt(Unitm jHemnsak, at en jngaantBea pefiteamaini 
d'nn air aiqipliant. - .^ 

^^ Le roi, on TOTB&t VimcAm que ee apeataelft ^traagBt 
eaoaaski SaalgraTa, cratleraawaarcnhd laatujtaulfrtl 
n'avoit raen 4 ctaindn da oes dms a^ii qtfiil^MiiiL 
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riMcDil i^Tcc Bttpraie. BMBste fl 0zplii^pA gi'M6Bi6iit 
qo» l'«ifint ctoit ^im« vieUme q»^an Mrit 9<»cr^eer am 
tUm JBgafwr la pfvperiU du rojfmimeP* A ces nois, 
Snelgviffv tpiwai d'borretir. H n'avoit arrae l«d ^e dn 
hranoMS* Ijieomr eft la girdedn prince AMouoiifb^ 
me > mi'i g ooinpoe^e de yim de cent n^fea ; makilaooni* 
ftimnm eft FlnmaiBt^ ne permirent pae k SnritpaiTe d'ei>^ 
iniagflr tout ee qm'il avcit ii craindre eft dn nenibre eft de 
la fiSrociM dee barharee qui I'eimraaiiKyieiift. ^ O inee 
aaiis 1" fl'^oria^^ en se tonmant vers see g&oB^ ^^ Bsnmam 
oe flufiieaarMa en&nt I Yenez^ snirea moi !" Ed dieanft 
eea panlee, il s'daiioe Ten le pMt ndgre. Lee Axif^ms^ 
unmfia thi mSme sentiment, se p r fc i pi fteB i snr ses pee. 
Les adgres ponseeni dee eris aflfrenz, et fbodent en ti^^ 
ser la troape Anj^oise. Sadgrave tire de sa poche an 
iwftolet ; le roi s'effiraie. Snelgraye denaade 1^ Stre en* 
ftewkb Lsroi, d^aBsealmeiyOalmelafaraar desnigres^ 
^ e'aiT&ftenft en reafcaat immobtles. Akan Sadgraye, par. 
le uojen de sen interpreter ezpliqne le* metifr de sob 
actiott, eft 'fiait en euppliant le rot de kd vendre la Tie&aex 
Qette pe(^x)8iisoii faft accepts. Budgrare tfftotft Uen di^ 
eid£ k ne pM diqKiter stir le prix. Mais henieas cmw ft 
pear Iniy le roi n^gie n'avoit besoin ni d'or si d'argenft: il 
aa onsmawift ni fes dtamane ni lee perles ; eft, eregwift 
anger bMaoenp,9 ae dsfliande qa'an eoUier de veireUso, 
foi hd laft denn^ sai^le-cfawip. Alors Sndgrave rale 
Tece.IHatioeeaie petite fl i' <a tuie qu'il venoift d'arradber i^ 
la laort : fl tire eon sahpe poar oouper la corde qui Uoil 
see jambes. L'enfiuit, effiray^, crdt qne findgimye Tent 
latoer; fljetfte an on donknreiiz. Sndgrare k prend 
dans seabne^areo toaaqperft^ eft le presse coo^re son aiaa. 
I^ealairi^ raentf><9 MBit eft osaeeai ess liMnftenr, ^ 
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{dein d'mie £moti<»i d^cieuse^ et p^n^ire d'attendriflse- 
ment, prend oong^ da roi ndgre, et retoome ik BCfsL vaiaseau; 
Ea arrivaat exit son bord, Snelgrave rencontre cette jeime 
negre68e qu'il aToit aehet^e le matin. Elle s^^tdt trouv^ 
mal ; et, baign^e de larmes, elle etoit asmBO ^ odt£ du 
durur^en duTaisseaa, qoi, n'ayant pa ToUiger h prendre 
de la noarritare, la fiedscut rester k Fair, dans la eninto 
qu'elle ne s'^yanontt encore. Au moment oh ^elgrare 
pasBoit auprds d'elle avec ses gens, elle touma la tSte, et 
toat-iM^oup, appercevaait le petit ndgre qae portoit on 
matelot, elle fidt on cri pergant, se live, se pr^cipite vers 
Fenfant, qni la i^onnott, I'appelle, et lui tend les bras. 
Ble le revolt dans les siens. Les resolations funeetes 
qu'elle a form^es, la perte de sa Hbert^, les ^jets da 
d^sespoir, les maax affireoz qa'elle a soufierts, tout est 
oabli^. Elle est mdre. Me a retrouV^ son fils ! Cepen- 
dttnt eHe apprend de Ffaiterprdte tons les details de Taction 
de Snelgrave. Alors, tenant toujoors son en&nt dans ses 
bras, eHe coort se jeter aux pieds de son bien fidteur. 
" Cost maintenant,'' lui dlt elle, " que je suis voire esclave? 
Sans cet enlknt, la mort m^eftt cette nuit d^fivi^e i4 
resdarage. Tu n'^tois pour mca qu'un iyraa. Ta m*tM 
rendu mon fils ; c'est me donner plus que la tie. tn de- 
▼iens mon pere : oui, tu peux compter d^sormaas sur mott 
oMasanee ; cet enfimt si cber en est le gage.*' ^hki^ 
qoer cette femme parloit aTec le feu et Fezpression de la 
reeomioisBance la plus passion^, FinterprMe expHqlttot^ 
sen disoours k EbelgraTe. H ne pouroit recevoir un prfar 
pins cknix de son humanity ; mats il en recueilEi encore dti 
nouTeauz firuits. H avoM sur mm yaisseau plus de trols 
cenii esclares. La jeune n^gtesse leur conta son aven^^ 
tu»e. Apvli ayoir 6eout< ce rMt toodMUit, lee-d^ros 
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reotonrdrenl ea txpnmimi lemr admumtmi pur des ap* 
plaiidiflsemens redouble : ib lui promirent ime Boomissioii 
auM IxHriMs ; et, en effet, Snelgrare, pendant le reste dm 
foyag^i trouva en enz tout le respect et toate I'oMiflsaiioe 
qpi'm peri poniroit attendre de Bes enfans." 

Translation of the foregoing. 
^ In tite year 1722, an En^ish eaptain, by Qt^ h$m» of 
Soelgraye, was engaged in the slave trade at the momih of 
ihe river Callabar. He had ahreadj porchased great waoDOr 
bers of these unfortunate people, who were confined M 
board hia diip in irons, both &j and nigiht, lest they shoold 
revolt and rise upon the crew, an occurrence whidi ha« 
Bometimee taken place, causing the destruction of tikeir 
wretdied captors/' And who could blame the poor slavet 
in any efbrts they should make in order to regain their 
liberty? ^^ Among the negroes on board, thus crudly 
eoofined, Snelgrave observed a young negress who ap- 
peared to be overwhehned with grief. Moved at the tears 
he saw her shed, he questioned her^ through his inter* 
prrt«r, ta ascertain the cause. He was informed that 
she was bewailing the loss of an only son, who had been 
taken from her ttie day before, and she knew not what had 
bec(Hne of him. Snelgrave being invited by ihe African 
Iqsig of that part ot the country to visit him, he accepted 
^ invitation ; but knowing the ferocity of these people 
at that time, be had tike precaution to ti^e with him ten of 
bos sailors, all well armed, besides his gunner. He was 
conducted a short distance from ike shore, where he found 
4i0 king, upon an elevated seat, in the diade of a chaster 
of treeft.. The company was immerous ; a crowd (^ black 
oovrtiera surrounding the African monarch, and a guard. 
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wA swonte »t timr nde, and spean m timr hmcb^ wan 
jbraim up a dwrt distanoe in the rear. The Eb|^iA 8«3- 
on, iriA tbehr muaketi «t tiie shooider, plaoed iliemselfcs 
directly in front of the king. Saelgrare pree^ited l» Ua 
flwjeatj a few Eurcqpean trinketB, and during the ^^ palar- 
er " <»i this ooearion, he suddeidy heard some pitiaMe 
flMMOB, as of flome <»ie in dislreaa, tlttt made Um start, 
and on tanmg round to asoertaai Ae eaa0e,fae pei e eiv e d , 
a km jards fiooi where he stood, a little negro b^, tied 
by tfie leg to a stake sunk in the ground, on the edge ef 
a pit Two negroes, with a fr^tfrd look, amed wilii 
aoNS, and dressed in an extraordinary manner, deem e d ^ 
be gnarding Um, whfle the (Md, joimng its fitlle hands 
together and orymg with aA^t, appeared to sajq^fioato 
f» meri^, as it looked up entreatiii^y to these horrid 
men. The king peroeiving the emoti<m tius strange fipeo- 
taele eaased in the i&^ish captain, thoai^t to satisfy Um 
by assuring him Aat he had nothing to fear from the two 
negroes he r^arded wiAh so mnch appar^ii soifrise. 

He then briefly explamed, thon^ in rather a grare 
manner, that the child was ^y ^a rietim whom &ey 
were gomg to sacrifice to their god ^ Ego," ftr the profr- 
parity of the kingdom!" At these words, Snel^aife 
shuddered with horror. He had bat ten men withrhim^ 
while <he coort and ike gnard of the African prmee 
amounted to a company of more than a hundred men. 
Boi oompaasictt and humanity did not allow l^iet^Ave to. 
think for a moment of the dangers to be encountered fisni 
the numbers and ferocity of the bariiarians who.snrroUnd^ 
ed him; but instantly addressing his men, he says, ^Let 
us save this mnoemut child!" ^^ Quick, follow me!" At 
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iim» yyiJs^ W ruAwi to w tf cbfee Mtfe aagr» foltoiied hy 
4f ery om of Us brsve cmmen. The negroes, om peroeif^ 
^ t)u0| gftve a dreadful ehcm^ and weM abeut fidliiig 
apuk the haadfvd <^ men ocwipoabg the Si^llidi oeDq>aa(jr, 
iviim &ialgiave, drawiBg a pisM firem Ua poeket, deored 
a parley tilat be might be anderstood. This damomfara 
iion eC iMNitilitgr fijghtoaad his sable Baajeaty, who, wUh a 
■ai^ m0tiei^of hishaiMloabned thefuxy of his ova pee*- 
pfe> attd SaelgEaye, throagh his intofpretor, eaphsniag tfaa 
aioii?ea <^ his acticm, desired the long to sell the little 
aegro io hiaL This proposilioii was lastiRiljr aeoqited; 
the ffn^ishniftn thkd^ notibing of the price that shoold 
he askad for the intettded viotim to thm heathen ged. 
Bat, fioortaaately for the dq^tain^ the aegvo kiag desiiad 
aeither gold aor silvw, pearls nor diamonds; he waa satva- 
fied viih a neeklaee of bine glass beads, searcdy of aaj 
vabie to a ikiKqpean, but greatly prised by these Afiioana, 
wUeh was immediately given to him. Snel^rava, than 
iastantiy flaw to the innooent Ixttia priaoaer he had jaat 
sared £rem a horrS^ death, and drew his sword in erdsr 
ta^ent the coid that c<»ifined him to the stake.. The ddld 
fijlhtmed, thinking the captain was going to.kSl Use, 
uttered a piercing shriek, when the brave seaman with a 
trtasport of joy, took him in his anas, pressed him to hia 
hoecoa, and finally pacified the Uttle fellow to snch a 
d^pae as to cause him to smile md even caress his lib«w 

iSU^d with compassion and the delicious emations aos- 
iaglrom sach a noUe action, Snelgrave todc leave of the 
Qf^gro king and returned to his ship« When he arrived on 
boavd^he si^ oa deck tiie yoang negress who had lost bar 
oaly bey. She had fainted, and bedewed with team was 
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aetied bj ii» aurgeoa of ti^ 7e««l» lAo nol hftnag bMn 
able to make her take any fixxl, had eaoaed her to b« 
faroQgjbt on deck for the benefit of air, which ao(m revived 
her. Ab Sn^grave paaaed near the plaoe where she waa 
aeatedy aome noise having attraeted her atteoti^m^ ahe 
suddenly tuned roimd, and perceiving the little negta % 
aail<Hr waa carrying in his arms, she gave a pjyereing diriak, 
rose firam her seat, and roriied towards the child, who on 
seeing its mother, appeared so overjoyed at the aig^t, as 
to hold out its little arms, while lisping in the accents of 
iD&ney, the name of ^^mamna!" ^^mamma!" in the 
strange dialect of these people, and seemed deairoiia to be 
folded in her tender embrace. The lost boy was avm 
pressed to the bosom of its ansons parent. The sqLbhiii 
resolutions she had formed; the loss of her Ubcorty, tlie 
desperlkte projeots, the dreads miseries she had endured, 
were now all forgotten. She was a mother. She had 
fonndher lost son! 

Meanwhile she learns from the interpreter, all the pai^ 
ticiilars of the noble action of the slave^captain. in th« 
Uberation of her little boy. Throwing herself at the foet 
of Captain Snelgrave, with her child in her arms, ah^ 
thus add^ressed him: ^^Now am I indeed your slave! 
Were it not for this boy, death would have this ni^^t 
delivered me from slavery. I looked upon yea as ft 
tyrant: but you have restored to me my son, wtich is 
conferring upon me more than life itself. Instead of a 
tyrant I shall behold in you a father. Henceforth you 
may depend upon my obedience. This beloved child thai 
I now hold in my arms shall be the guaranty of its falGlr 
ment." While this young African mother was speaking 
in all the ardor of a grateful heart, the interpreter esplai^ 
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e4 every word that fell from her lips, to Snelgrave. Hie 
latter, cotild not have desired a more grateful acknowl- 
edgment than this fer his hnmanitj. But this was not 
all he guned. He had on board more than three hundred 
daves. The young negress related to them his adven- 
tures. After listening to the affecting recital, they all 
surrounded him and expressed their adnuration by repeat- 
ed applausef in &eir rude and simple manner, at the same 
time promising to be obedient. And, indeed, during the 
whole voyage, he found all the submission and respect that 
a £srther could expect from his children.'' 

I have introduced this singular adventure to show that 
an En^h captain, although engaged in such an abomina- 
ble traffic as the slave-trade, still had some of the noble 
feefings of humanity reigning in his breast, while at the 
same time he could place the cruel chains of bondage upon 
Use ftnbs of the unfertunate negroes, and carry them from 
their own country into perpetual servitude ; and this, with- 
otti any apparent compunctions of conscience, as if he 
were in the performance of a duty. It is true, at that 
earty period, the traffic in human beings was not consider- 
ed as such a heinous crime, or regarded by civilized 
nations m the same li^t as at the present day. Both 
Europeans, and even citizens of our own boasted republic, 
scarcdy thought it an offence eitiier to the laws of God or 
man ; vet the crime was as detestable then as It is at this 
moment. If it be said that the benighted, heathen, and 
idolatrous AfHcans are destitue of all the finer feelings 
belonging to the cultivated and polished nations of Europe, 
I would ask what mother azQong the population of tier 
ancient or modem capitals, or even the less refined peas- 
antry, wbose pursuits and einployments are so widely 
17 
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difermt, ooold poseiblj eyinee a gie^fc a g degree of : 
aal ftffeetioDL umI Bolicitade fiur her offi^ffing, tbaa was 
displayed bj ilie yoimg Degrees lor her lost son? AmmI 
what more noble and exalted trak of oharacter dveUa in 
the boeom of a christiaD thaa gratitude? 

This aleo, then, dftouid challenge oar admiration, nhmt 
we have seen it so beautifiiUy and feeliii^y aoknowledgad 
by an £thk>p mother at the fioet of Ga^vtam SoelgEave, 
who restored to her an only son— her darling boy. Her 
gratitude seemed uid)ounded; lor she not only proBueed 
entire submission herself to her enslayer, but she did 
more, she eommunioated her own fidelings like an eleetric 
spark, into the bosoms of her brothers and sisteis in cap- 
tivity, on board the ship, and caused them to be sidxmisfiire 
and obedient also! 

Although I did not intend to say so nmch on theaulgeot 
of shiyery, I think the preoeding fiusts will wnk be nnintar- 
esting to the general reader. They shed a broader and a 
clearer H^t upon these pe(^, in the yaried hranchas aad 
ramificati<ms <^ ike detestable traffic. However, as I am 
not writing a vdume up<xi the sul^eot of the slave-trade, 
I will here drq> my pen for the present upon that daek 
spoi, and acquaint the reader with cor farthar intexooweae 
with the African, European, etc, during our stay upon 
the coast. 

As we approached the land, towards which the reader 
will remember the gentle sea-breese was wafting us, we 
espied a little town, not &r inmx the beach, consistiag of 
some thirty or forty huts. The 8itoati<m of the villas 
seined to be delightful, as viewed from the deck of our 
vessel, when we anchored at not much more than half a 
mile (tiitant from the shore* The paha, a^Menad ta be 
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hem thn tiqr other trees; and as we had 
nade preparatiottB to receive iii((Nre paluroil on board, 
having emptied two or tfaaree large water-oaaks for this 
purp ea o , we pvenmed we ehould have a good oiqportamtjr 
of filHug them wiA thie naefiil and valuaUe article of 
JBfer wiere we diM^|[qpeiiited; for our saih had 
bij been foiled, eie the water betwixt ue and the 
beaeh was dotted with canoee, and in a abort time more 
than thirty ci the natires w^^ on our dedc. Abovt 
^veafy caooee were ahmgnde, some oontainmg oolj one, 
othen two, three, and even four calabashes, full of fresh, 
dear and fragrant pafan-oH. As ni^t was drawing near, 
we ppohaaod but a irny few gallons, but sigmfied to the 
Afrioona, tiuroiij^ our iKtmrpreters or tradesmen, that we 
woold renew our traffic with Ihem in the morning, it b^ng 
the i ntsBtiau of the captain to remain at andior oi^)osite 
thsk little town for one or two days, or peifaiqts longer, if 
thi[f oenld fmmish articles of snficieiit value to make it an 
olgeet fior the ddaj. These feoiple i4>peared to be bi|^j 
gmtified at this information; and, to our surprise, as they 
wore aboi^ leaving us for the shore, all the ml in their 
caaoes, amounting to more than a hmidred gallons, was 
farouc^ on board and |laced in oar cbai^ till they should 
enne off the following day. A very few amongst them 
seemed to have any great desire for ardent spirits. Nor 
did we perceive ttiat Ihey had an inclination to pilfer. 
Were they disposed to this practice, they would not have 
been so willing to leave their property in our possessicm ; 
for those who are in the habit of pilfering, are generally 
su^iciouB of others, and generally place but little confir 
dence in strangers or those belonj^ng to a diffinrent nation. 
By in^tfiyi, every one of the saUe Africans belon^ng 
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to this place, had departed for the shore. At an early 
hour of the eyening, the ocean-hreeze, which waa so re- 
freshing while it lasted, died entirely away, and the 
surfiice of the water again assmned its mirror-like appear- 
ance. Every thing being arranged for the traffic antici- 
pated on ttie following morning, the watch set, etc., those 
who desired sought their berths to repose from the labors 
of the day. During the ni^t, a rattier startling, but at 
the same time laughable occurrence took place, that may 
not be uninteresting to relate. One of the natives just 
before ttie duskiness of ttie evening had set in, brou^t 
off in his canoe a snake of about eight feet in length. It 
was perfectly tame and did not belong to the species con- 
sidered poisonous. The mate desiring to obtain it, had 
purchased it of the African ^or a few trifling trinkets. 
After it came into his possession, he knew not at first what 
to do with it, as he wished to conceal from the oaptain 
that a reptile of such a nature was cm board, on account 
of his marked aversion to any thing like a serpent, find- 
ing no other suitable place to secure him, ttie mate placed 
it in a large bucket and made a cover for the top with 
some pieces of boards, leaving a small space between so 
as not entirely to exclude the air. To {prevent ttie escape 
of the snake a fourteen pound weight was put upon the 
top of the bucket, this being supposed sufficiency heavj 
to confine him in his prison. But it appears these kiikl 
of creatures are more powerful than is generally supposed ; 
for, notwithstanding the weight, he forced a passage out 
and gidned the deck. 

The captain, as it happened, finding the air stived and 
uncomfortably oppressive in the cabin, besides being an- 
noyed by the cockroaches and other kinds of vermin so 
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ocNmmon on this coast, had sought the deck, where, 
beneath the awning, he laid down abaft the companion- 
way to endeavor to obtain some repose. About midnight, 
as he was thus trying to get asleep, and had nearly suc- 
ceeded in falling into a gentle slumber, he felt something 
of a cold nature passing over his face* Starting from his 
drowsiness, he suddenly put out his arms and grasped the 
loathsome reptile. Not knowing at first the nature of the 
object which his hands enclosed till it began to coil around 
him, and the rays of ttie moon as it declined in the west 
gave sufficient light to enable him to perceive what he 
was holding, did he seem alarmed ; but when ttie horrid 
snake met his view, as quick as a flash his hands were 
disengaged, and stamping upon the deck, the watch who 
were forward at tiie time, immediately hastened aft as the 
snake had uncoiled itself and the captain had by his exer- 
tions been enabled to free his limbs from the dreaded 
reptile's embrace. As soon as the seamen saw ttie ser- 
pent beginning to wind his way along the deck after it 
had left the captain, and not knowing that such an addi- 
tion had been made to ttie living beings already on board, 
they were for the moment, startled at ttie sight. But, 
cBt^ctly summoning courage, they looked around for a 
handspike or any thing they could lay hold of in order to 
destroy it. 

The noise made by ike captain and the watch on ac- 
count of this singular disturbance of the peaceful night, 
brou^t the mate on deck just in time to see the snake 
which he had bought disappearing throu^ one of the 
scuppers as the men were dealing it a blow with their 
handspkes upon a portion of tiie tail as it was escaping 
into Hie water. And this was the last we ever saw of his 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



270 TOTAGB TO TBB WIBT OOAfft M ATOICA. 

Bnakesliip. After this oocurreiice, tibe oaptoaa gave i 
orders to all (m board, not to piurchaie anjMieh i 
again. For he wocdd rattier hare bipeds, qudrapeds, 
eendpedee, tarantulas or any oilier tfiing in tke mM <m 
board tiie vessel, than a loaihsome serpent! 

Soon after this midni^t ineidmt, all on bottrd mm 
hushed into silence. The mornkg H^t only eaued tbo 
sleepers to awake from their shnnbers, and the bnsy, bust- 
Bng labors of another day to oonnnence. An early break- 
fast was prepared and ended before ihe bri^t laoe of tlM 
sun had peered above the verdant and lofty trees of ilie 
continent. Notwithstanding oar moming^s repast was 
partaken of jnst after day-break, the natives w^re as earty 
as 'ourselves ; for we had hardly finished onr meal, b^nre 
we had more than twenty canoes iJongside. A few of 
them brought off one or two calabashes of palm-<nl ettdi, 
in addition to Ihe quantity left on board th^ prevvniB er^ 
ning; while others contained some beautiful teeth of ivory, 
besides pigs, goats, fowls, and fruits and vegetables m 
abundance. 

A brisk trade socm commenced with tiie people of this 
little village, which we fomd very advantageous to oar- 
selves, as they were not exorbitant in tiieir demands, 
neitiier were tiiey uncivQ. Their desire for ardent spirite 
seemed to be less than at many other places at which we 
had touched along tins coast. Tobacco and {npes, Hbey 
all received in exchange for their fowls, firuits and ^vegeta- 
bles. Other articles of greater value tiian the latter, 
that tiiey were desirous of selling, such as ivory, small 
quantities of gold, generally in dust, bees-wax, etc., or, 
even a goat or good sised pig, we were obliged to pay 
them m such commodities as tiiey required. One woald. 
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perliaps, take two or tiuree fiBkittioms of baftas, or coarse 
bkie indb eotton for a goat. While another, would be 
'vriOiBg ta part with his pig, for a fath<Hii of cotton, a string 
of ^ass beads, two or three leayes of tobacco, and half a 
dozen jnpes. The fathom, or two yards of cloth, (aa 
neasiiFed out to the natires of tiiis coast by a man extend- 
ing Ui arms to the fall length, which is the custom here, 
generally fiJb short of six feet, a person never being 
adaoted ta measure who has very long arms,) wi& the 
beach, tobacco and pipes toge&er, would not unount in 
▼ahie to us, to more than thirty-seven or forty cents. 
Aad tins triffing sum was aD we had to pay for the pur- 
cJmae of a good nied pig, and still less for a goat! 

In the purchase of a tooth of ivory, the traffic was not 
80 easy; a greater price being demanded. K it were a 
^ood-nsed tooth, say Bcme fifty pounds in weight, a vari- 
ety (£ articles we were firequently obliged to offer in order 
k> consummate the bargain. Sometimes, a little ardent 
wpmky rither pA or New-England rum, tobacco, pipes, 
beads, cotton cloth, muskets, powder, knives, and trinkets 
of various kinds, we paraded up<m the deck, each in sep- 
arate parcels, by diemselves, in as conspicuous a manner 
as possible, directly ofqpocdte to the ivory belonging to the 
Afiricana, both our merchandize and their's being laid upon 
tiie deck. Thus was it, also, in purchasing their gold. 
The latter, however, was weired in our scales, the 
weij^ts of which these people seemed to be well acquaint- 
ed ^rith. A small weight being generally used by traders 
to signify an ^^acky" or dollar's worth of the precious 
metal, either in dust or bulUon. In the course of the day 
we trafficked for a number of teeth of ivory, a few ounces 
of gold, s<«ie pretty large cakes of beea^wax, nearly three 
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hundred gall(Hi8 of palm-oil, beaides animals of difereai 
kinds, and fowls, parrots, fishing-lines of excellent qnalitj, 
of native manufacture, fruits and vegetables. 

During the whole day, our decks presented as aninnatwi 
a scene, and certainly one of much greater novelty thao 
the market of any metropolitan city. We seldom had 
less than thirty of the natives on board at once, from^ 
early mom till near the dusk of evening. And the reader 
may judge ior himself, that the incessant jacgon of 
these, while trading oflf their various articles; the ^^ pa- 
laver" at intervals, between our kroomenor interpret^a 
and these people, in agreeing upon the prices; the noise 
of the animals, fowls and birds, with an occasi(mal oath 
from the seamen, may be easier imagined Ihan described. 

We made the best of the day's traffic, as we found the 
natives of this place so perfectly willing to part with tiie 
greater part of their articles, without demanding so exor- 
bitant a price for them as at many other villages at i^ch 
we had touched along the coast. At the hour of noon» 
when we usually f&riock of our dinner, on this oocafiiqa 
was entirely out of the question, having not a mcMnent to 
spare for this purpose. A hasty bite of a banana or an 
orange, an abundance of them being about the dwka^ was 
all we were able to obtain to satisfy our appetites. Glad 
were wo when the sun began to disappear in the weeteroi 
horizon, as the fatigue, bustle, and confusion of the day 
had completely worn us all out, and we wanted rest. 

Every thing of any kind of use or value to us, we had 
purchased of these remarkably civil people. Before eve- 
ning had fully set in, all the canoes, with the exception oi 
two or thi^e, had departed for the shore. These remain- 
ed a short time longer, for the purpose of attending one 
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6f oor kroomen or interpreters to tiie village, the natives 
im tkeae oanoeB having desired him to aocompanj them to 
ttieir home, upon a friendlj visit. This krooman being an 
exe^te&t trader, our captain, before the native* African 
%bfA: his departure, made him a present of several little 
tmkelB, with which he seemed to be as much pleased as 
tk child on receiving a rattle. Having proved himself^ 
irtnle <m board our vessel, Mthful, honest, and attentive 
in Ins dotjr, our ciqptain, also, gave him a ^^book" or letter 
of recommendation describing his character and qualifica- 
tions in the hi^est terms, to other masters of vessels who 
fillet desire to employ him. This was of more real 
mine to ihe simple native of these shores, than the 
amomit ct trinkets he had received a hundred times told ; 
fer witlioat such testamonials of character, it is very diffi-^ 
omk for (me of thestf kroomen or traders to find employ^ 
meat on board of any vessels trading on the ooast. 

As the canoe which contained this fidthful negro pushed 
fipen the nde, he bid us fiurewell, by saying in broken 
Si^^Ksh in the peculiar manner of these people, at the 
same time i^Mmg both his hands crossed upon his breast, 
^Chrtnde debilee Fet^ sendee captain goodeelnck!" 
Tlie aoeent, manner, and gestures of these Africans, on 
an oeoasion fike this, may be imagmed, but cannot possi- 
My be described. 

Before the li^t ol day had entirely departed, every 
sable African from the village who had ^ilivened our 
deA fitMn the earfy morning, with their unceasing pa^ 
laver and noise, had left us for the shore. Comparative 
stilbiess, reigned around once again. Our cook was busy 
at the gA^y i«eparing a hearty and substantial meal for 

ir 
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officefB ftnd crew; ifbil6 ttw \Mw wwd enaployad vk 
cleanng up the decks and putting Aings in WB^ kind of 
ihipHili&pe order* 



cHAPTSft xm. 



Ik a flhort time, every thing WAS ar r m ged that was 
necessary for the night. Supper was soen seryed up botli 
for officers and men; and all did ample justfee to tiieir 
protracted meal. At an early hour, those who oonld be 
Spared from tiie duties of tiie erenfaig watch, were glaA to 
turn in and get some repose from tiie labor and fisitigue tif 
a long and tedious day« Orders wore gtven^ wUle itio 
men were at supper, to have the vessel under wa^ b^re 
day-break the following morning, aei^e c^^taki^id not 
wish to have any of tiie natives come off, on acamsit of 
his desire to have tiie cargo stowed away, and many ether 
things attended to which could not be so easily dene iAmi 
they were on board. Just bsfore tiie dawning cf day, aM 
hands were called from their few hour's repose, to wei^ 
anchor and make sail. In a short time tiie anch(»- was at 
the bows, the sails h<»sted and sheeted home, and we ware 
gliding along, witii a light breese from the riiore, st tlie 
moderate rate of tiuree or four knots per hour. The 
morning broke clear and beaiutifcl, wHhout a ckud to 
obscure the surface of tke Ay. As tiie sua eum^ged 
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abc^e tilie land, and shed his btimmg rajs abroad, the 
l^ii breeie that had fBumed us along for one or two hours, 
gradually died awaj and a calm succeeded. Breakfiist 
was soon prepared and despatched, and the crew were 
busHj employed in stowing away the cargo, repairing and 
setting up riggmg, and many other things required on 
board a yessel. 

We had retained only two kroomen to act as oxxt trades* 
men and interpreters, as it was the intention of our cap* 
tain to stop at only a few more of the natave villages along 
the coast before we reached Ehnina, a European settle* 
ment, and the last place we expected to visit upon the 
African oontinent. Many little towns we passed from 
Gafe Palmas thus far down the coast without stepping to 
try the trade, such as Jack Waloo, Ba&u, Tassau, Siiou, 
and several others. I think the finest specimens of the 
African race, as to form and regularity of features, are to 
be found between Diz Cove and Ehnina. At least, thus 
ire found it, from niiat we had seen of those who came on 
boavdof us. 

Alt our casks bemg filled with pahn-oil, a2>d nearfy 
every hde and com^ that would contain anything closely 
padced with some kind of African producifon, and the ob- 
ject of our voyage bdng nearly consummated, as ccmcem- 
ed any fiyrther commerce with the natives of the coast, 
in bartering with them for ahy articles of bulky nature ; 
our captain thouj^t it was V>idy necetaury now to stand m 
ligain for tho shore, as soon as ihe wihi^vorc^ us^ and 
try our luck at a few littie towns at tBe windward of El- 
urina, to see if we could succeed in phrchasm^ a&y quan- 
tity ol goM, however small it mi^t be, from -^e inhab- 
itaats alone the shores of this pert of the country, which 
is called the '' Qold Coast." 
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Before noon, a refiresUng breese set in fitem the aea^ 
iliat enabled ns to stand in near the kod. On diseoveriiig 
a SBoall native setttement, oonsistiDg of some fioorty «r £%- 
huts, situated near the beach, we dropped aadu», and u 
a short time had eyerj thing in readiness fiur ^^ a traie " 
with the peojde of the place. But to our surpnn^ after 
waiting for a half hour or so, not a person could we pav- 
ceive stirring near the dinnnutiye hovels of the village, 
nor upon the sandj beach, and not even a soEtarj canoe 
putting off ftam. the shoi^. We asked our kroonea tho 
probable caose of all this, or if the place had been de-* 
sorted. Their answer was : ^^ No ! bad men been here 1 
Whitee man steal poor negro-^carry him away over the 
big water! (pointing in the direction of the Atiantic.^ 
Black man 'fraid of whitee wicked men! Negro vast 
away with piccaninnies to the bush !" This cfrplanatioa 
seemed perfectly plauinble, and we bad no doubt of it» 
correctness. Doubtless the very Spsnidi vessel previouBfy 
mentioned, which the reader will remeniber fired a gun at. 
us, and ^^ brou^t us to," had been at this place and kid- 
napped s<«ne of these harmless, inofifonsive people. HoW' 
ever, before getting under way, our captain thouj^t it ad^ 
visible to fire a few guns, to see if he could not start some 
living things* if living thing tiiere was-^firom the riiadeo 
of the forests, or firom the dreary solitudes of these ap** 
parentiy deserted habitations of native Africans! Ac- 
cordin^y, five or six guns were discharged, one after an- 
odier, at intervals of every two or three minutes, tnynx 
two small carronades we had on beard, and pointing ikem 
towards the shore, in order to make the report of these 
peces of ordnance extend as &r as possible, we put into 
them as heavy a charge as they would bear. Thb rever* 



dbyGoogk 



t>«nitio& of ibe last r^x^rt had soared j dM awaj in tb0 
diatacDt forests, before we saw Smut or fire Datives ooming 
firguL the directioii of a charter of pafaa aad oooea trees 
tovaidsthe beach. 

Tfaegr seemed to a^^proach dewlj aad caulioqaly, as if 
th0j appsriieiided danger. We were so near the shore 
ihofc the least motion piade bj either of ttiem eould i>e dis^ 
tinottj peroeived, eren by the naked eye. In a short time 
thej. Tentared down nearly to the water's edge. Upoa 
this merenent, oar two kroomen, both standing together 
on the deck^^rail, near the main shronds, made signs to 
ihem of o«r peaceable intentions, by plaeing both hands 
acvQSs their Weasts, wUdi was immediately answered by 
their dark brethren on the shore in a similar manner. 
Seeing some of th^ native countrymen on board our ves- 
sely doubtless iu^inred these inoffidnave people with oour- 
age ; for in a very few minutes after, they left the beach, 
and in a Aort time we saw some twenty Africans engaged 
in ^rfggiifcg several %ht canoes &om the shade of some 
trees to the water's edge. 

A &w remained near the canoes, while others could be 
seen wendmg their way over the sparkling sands that 
skirted the little bay where we had andiored, towards the 
thatched huts of ^ village, and in a short time we saw 
them returning to their canoes, some bearing large clusters 
of bananas and plantains ; others with cocoa nuts, yams^ 
etc., while one or two oi them had a live pig by the hind 
legs^ besides a number ci fowls, three or four of them tied 
togetb^r by the legs, so as to prevent their escape. 

It was not bng before the canoes were launched and 
alongside, and their occupants, with their cargoes, on 
board. AUhou^ we were not really in want of the arti^ 
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cll60 iiuBj Inroa^it off to 110^ httrilig poit^liMod ft I&rgo fliip{ilj 
•b the hst place »fc wlnoh we had stopped) BtiUwe 4iH>ii^ 
tt beet to commeAee a trade wi& tbem fer mth wiMee ae 
tiiey brongjbt, and perliaps bj this means open withtiieoe 
•ppartttdj ettil people a more hieratiTe trsAe. Gold h^ 
ing now tibe most desirable object of onr pnTScdt^ and tbk 
being that part of the coast where it is generally obtained 
of the natires, in the greatest quantitiee, it was prssomed 
that we mi^t obtain some of the predons mettd, even at 
this rather diminutive place ; and we were not disappoino^ 
ed in our expections. 

At first, some of tiie natives who had ventured on boaird 
seemed to look about the vessel with suspicion, as if tiiey 
were afraid of being entrapped. Thej pretty closely ob- 
served our small armament, such as the two cannon aboro^ 
mentioned, and also a blunderbuss tiiat we kept oonstantiy 
loaded, fixed in swivel, or fnvot, on the quarter deokHrail. 
This precaution we had always taken while trading with 
the cEflbrent tribes along tiie coast, thou^, to ihe credit 
of these harmless and inoflEennve people, I am happy 
to say, as fiu* as our intercourse extended with ttfeen^ 
in traffic or otherwise, in no case whatever did we have 
provocation enou^ from a sin^e individual African, among 
the tiiousands who had visited us since leaving ^rra Le^ 
one, to cause its discharge, to the injury of one of the 
sable race. And tiiis is saying a great deal in their praise, 
when we reflect upon the many temptations that were con* 
tinually placed before tiiese uncivilised people, on vinting 
ressels almost daily frequenting these shores. If, bow 
ever, tiiere were any Afiicans at this time on board, who 
had the least suspicion of thdor safety while in our power, 
as they certainly were, (for, as &r as we had observed. 
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Hot men % Yaaky or anj ottier land of weapon of defence, 
WM foen in ifaeir poeseflskniy^ ftrivnaitely Iblf ttf, ftd i^ 
gurded traffe, these siupieioBfl, doubts or fears, were soon 
aHsjrsd. And it wis brought about in iiie f(ri9owing nuui'^ 
nor 3 After ire had pordiaBed Hht oargoes of the first 
eonoes tiiat came off to us, whidi the reader wiB remember 
ocHUHSted of frmtB, yegetablee and lire stock, most of ikt 
ooeupants of those canoes departed, ahnost immediately, 
w^ the artioles thej had receired in return from us, to 
tlie dioi^* 

tn the course of an hour, other canoes came off also, 
smne bringing fruits and yegetables, wtndi we had no oc- 
Mrion foTy while one or two of the number contained afew 
small cakbadieB of fresh and delicious pahn-wine. We 
were not hmg in bartering for tike latter, as tiie heat began 
to be oppressive, and the perspiration, issuing from evmy 
pare, Imd exited hi erery one belongmg to our veasd, an 
exoeedmg tibirst for some cooUng bererage. 

The reader may not be aware tiiat a ^ass of cold wa« 
ter cannot often be eaidly obtained onboard vessels trading 
on fliis coast. Water-cados may be occasionally filled, at 
some conyenient place along the diore, but sometimes for 
a fortni^t, or may be longer, the officers and crew are 
eompefled to drink water tiiat has been standmg all Ais 
tone, which, in such a scdtry climate, renders it stringy, 
Any, and almost repabire to the taste, howeyer tiiirsty 
one may be. Gnierafbre, ihe calabashes of pahn-wine 
were soon quaSed in copious drau^ts, by oflicers and 
men, Iffl not a drop remained of the refreshing nectar. I 
have before obseryed that this delicious drink is unfit fo^r 
use a few hours after bemg drawn from ilie palm-tree, as 
it flMO turns almost as sour as vinegar. Being thus re- 
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jBr«didd by the generous and innozioas liquor, of lAUb. all 
had so fireely partaken, without injury to the {^yaical or 
mental powers, every one felt as if they could attend to 
almost any duty without muoh fiKtigue. The cargoee ef 
firaifcB and regetables in the canoes above mentioned, wwe 
all purchased, as well as the paluHwine, £oir a few m«c^ 
trifles, of scarcely any value to us. 

Whik all these things were being transacted, there wi9 
one canoe alongside during this time containing two -na- 
tives, that in the bustle and confusion of the moment, we 
had not noticed. There they had remained, perhaps for 
an hour or more^ without venturing on board. TkoB canoe 
being among several others, its contents were not obeerved 
as diflfering from the rest in any req[>ect One q[ oar 
kroomen on looking over tiie side and seeing the two Af* 
rioans, immediately addressed them, and invited them on 
board. Our krooman had no sooner spoken, than he was 
instantly recognised by one of these men, and at once, 
without any hesitation, himself and friend came <a bocrd, 
brining with them what they had in their eanee. AH* 
their fears or apprehensions concerning themselves (xr the 
articles brouj^t with them, seemed to vanish when Ikey 
stepped upon our deck, for our kroomen soon sa^tisfied them 
with regurd to the character dT our vessd. On se^ig 
iheir friends around, they appeared to feel perfectty ae^ 
cure ; and in a very short time we had the satisfectkm ef 
making a very good trade with these two harmless Afit* 
cans. We unexpectedly purchased, in the first i^bM)e, two 
beautiful teeth of ivory, though they were onall, not 
weighing more than tw^ty pounds each ; and, secondly, 
some two or three ounces of g(dd, which we were now in 
want of more tJMn any other article. This precious metal 
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iTM prioeipaUy in cbat and small gvaba, of the auM of 
bod ahofc. It was oonoealed about the person, in a c<Mmer 
of ikm waist-olothBy or ^^ taj^r/' that oovered thdir nak* 
^nam, ei^lded within partaallj dried leayeB) of a tou^^ 
filNEiOHS textwe) each ha?ing about an e^^ amoiuit. 
Thaj ap|>eared to be pretty well aoquainted with Htd Tilud 
of the ^^ yellow dust/' as we had to make an oSer of a 
wmahw q{ diffMrent artioles be£bre we suooeeded in mak- 
ing them pert with the coveted treasure. Tobaeoo^ jif^f 
one or two oommon muskets of trifling cost, a small quao- 
titj of powder, a few £Etthoms of blue India ci^ton, three 
or four strings of beads, and a bottle of rom-^the latter 
article not being in any great demand with the people of 
this village. The articles above enumerated, were given 
in exchange for about two and a half ounces of pure, vir- 
g^ gold, the intrinfdc value of which, was to us, at least, 
full forty-five dollars, while the net cost of all the goods 
bartcared for so valuable a return, did 4!iot exceed the sum 
of twelve dollars. Therefore, our gain in this small tsans- 
action, was aettrly four hundred per cent. 1 Many trades 
lilce this would, in a short time, enhance ^e profits of our 
voya^ exceedingly. As we had been so fortunate in traf- 
fickiug with these Africans, we had hopes of aoquiring 
more of the precious metal from others of the place, as 
thfi^ had fio^ufied to our kroomen that several of their 
fiiends on.sboore were in possession of a considerable quan- 
tityoCit. 

In about an hour after these men had left us, a number 
of other canoes came off, not one of them with less thsa 
two natives, and some with three, and four. Each of 
^hese mea had a small quantity of gidd with them, con- 
<Hi^te4juii ttiesame nuumer as Ihave previously m e ntion ed , 
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mxmk of h in dw^ Imfc in ono or two instincee, ttnare wore 
pieeofl of nc^ metal, wei^iing about twelre ackioB, or 
nearly three^fimrths of an ovnee eadi. lliere beii^ ser^ 
oral indiTidvab to traffio wiA, it required time and ooi^ 
tiderable patienoe belbro oar kroomen could socceed in 
tnmsaoting bonneas wi*h all of them. Many <^ palanreni " 
were neceesarj, before the bargains coaM be cloeed, with 
aome, who wodd hold out for a greater price, or lai^er 
amoimt of merdiaindifle than his comrade had receiyed. 
Howerer, step bj step, we finally had the extreme ji&a^ 
van of bartering for every grain of.gdd Aey had brouj^ 
on board, though it required Beveml hours for tids pir* 
pose, it being nearly sunset before we had purchased Hit 
whole. We, on our part, were perfecily satisfied with the 
trade ; so, likewise, dkl the Africans appear to be with 
tiieVs. The whole amount purchased during the day, was 
neatly fifteen ounces, areragjng, nearly, as above stated, 
four hundred per cent, {urofit ! 

The bri^t (db of day had scarcely hid his fiu^e briand 
the western waters, befo^re every one.<^ Afrie's salde sons, 
save our two krobnen, had departed in thdr canoes fir 
the beach. Throu^ the gradually increasing twih^ of 
evening, we could perceive these civil people, with whom 
we had so peaceably and profitaUy trafficked, as they 
reached ^e shore, haul up their little crafts i^n the sandy 
carpet that skirted their village, so as to be out of lAi^ 
readi'of the waves that sometunes break in foamy faifows, 
even in the most secure and sheltered bays along flie coasts 
This task performed, and the labor of the day ended, each 
dusky form could be distinctly seen, as they left ihm ca- 
noes for the ni^t, dowly wending their way, with foet utt^ 
shod, (and with no other habiKments for thek bo£es Aaa 
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vbft* tke Gad of nature gare— tiieir own dark skki,) 
aorots a floor, smooth and easy to their accuHxxned ti^ead, 
and which these simi^ peof^ would prefer to any the 
handionift of ctviliaed man ever made, Icmrards ih^home 
of BMe eketermg hnts, ^ with waDs of nrad, and roof of 
pahn'8 broad leaves/' their only colter from the tornado 
ia ilhe tempest's wrath. Here, within the enclosnre of 
Ihese rude and hmnUe dwelBngs, that our prond race look 
upon with contempt, the shnide, unsopin^cated sons and 
daughters of Africa laid tiiemselves cbwn on mats of ih^ 
own manufacture, to that sweet repose unknown to many 
a pan^pered oitiaen o! a wealthy metropdis, either in Eih 
rope, or our own boasted republic. 

At an early hour of Ihe evening, no living thing could 
be observed stirring upon the sandy beach, (v on the 
Acfre. Ko sound was heard, to break tite siilnese that 
reigoed around, save that proceeding from tiie occasional 
grunting of a pig, baaing of a goat, caoUiBg of a hen, 
chattering of a monkey, etc., among ike live stock we had 
en board. And this charming variety being uttered only 
at intervals during ihe quiet of Ihe m^t, was so compar- 
ative stiH, (when contrasted with tiie full chorus and 
cdamor rf the whole during the day, with the addition of 
^ ^b^fish of the natives in a long^^ palaver,'') that our 
Bhnid>ers were scarcely lor a moment disturbed^ after the 
fitigues to whidi all had been subjected. 

When tiie light of anotiier mormng dawned upon ue, 
nfreshed by a good mart's repose, I sou^ the dedc as 
Boon as the earliest ray was Tibbie hi ihe orient Aj. In 
directing my view to the Ktile African village on ihe shore, 
^ cone-«haped huts, situated beneath the sha^w of Ate 
iridle^readhig arms of the luxufiant pdns, qipeared 
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throagb the dim obsciire of the rising day, like so many 
bee^res {^ed in the midst of a groye of lo% trees. 
Not a sold was stirring near these mral abodes, for the 
morning light had not jet penetrated into tiie shade of 
this hamlet of, q)parentlj, almost primeval innocence and 
peaee. Indeed, if we cotdd judge from what we had seen 
of its inhabitants, this, certainly, is not saying too much, 
as all who had visited ns belonging to the place seemed to 
be happy and contented witii their lot, an^ awoip^^ wiitial, 
remarkably civil, and in every instance dnring onr traffic 
witii them, either individually or collectively, bdiaved 
themselves much better than could have been expected of 
a beni^ted, heathen pe<^le. 

No soon^ had tiie rays of morning dispelled the deep 
shade that reigned around the clustering hovels of tiiis 
]^eg|o^setdement, than we perceived many a sable form 
issuing fecmt ^the QpeartBre, <»: low dooivway, of tiieir re- 
spective habitations. With the assistance of our glass, 
the little childrMi, also, might be seen, as the morning ad- 
vanced, Migaged in th^ in&ntile sports, chasing each 
other in allllie innocence and artlees simj^eity of di3d- 
hood, while at ihe same time, pigs, goats and fowls coidd 
be observed scattering in every directi<m, as the n<nsy ur- 
chins in their gambds fri^tened them from tlie peaces 
where tt^ey were peaceably feeding. Before the sun had 
shown his ruddy iSMO, our breakfiiuit was despatdied, as 
usoal, at thii eari^ hour, when trading at any <^ the tomiH 
al<mg the coast ; otherwise, as seen as the natives begsa 
to come off, a regular meal during the rest of tiie day 
would be entirely out of the question, as I have previoudy 
stated. 
. The orb of lij^t had hardly wheeled above tiie eairtem 
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horizon, ere severd of the Afirioaos were in the act of 
drag^ng their canoes to the waters of the beach, and in 
less tium half an hour after Sol had risen, more than 
twenty canoes were aloDgside, and some thirty of these 
people on onr decks. 

A few had some beaatifnl fresh <»ranges, in a kind of 
wieker-work baskets, made from the pahn leaL They 
were very neat and pretty, and each wonld contain 
some two or three dozens of this delicious fruit. Bananas 
aod plantains, just gathered fr(»n Qie tree in rich and ripe 
dusters, were presented us by some of these generous 
p^ple, without requiring any thing in return. And in 
one or two instances, there were canoes that started from 
our ressel's side, the inmates of which, throwing out their 
hciolcs^and lines betwixt us and the shore, in a short time 
returned on board, bringing with them several fine looking 
fish, of the size, and similar in a^qpearance to our mack- 
erel, which they freely offered to our captain. The gift 
waa accepted, but not without a trifling present being given 
to each of them. We 8ubsequ^:itly found these fish as 
ddicious to die taste as they were inviting to the eye. 

About nine o'clock, we found there were more canoes 
alongside^ and a conmderable greater number of natives 
on board than had vinted us the preceding day. We 
knew the small viHage, opposite to which we had anchored, 
could hardly supply so many (tf its adult population as 
were upon our decks at onoe. It was evident they had 
come from some other jdace. In this respect, however, 
we were soon satasfied. Our krooioen ascertained from 
their dark brethren, that m(»re than a third of the Africans 
on board, had come from one of the interior towns, a num- 
ber of ndles distant from the <»ast, InringMig wA them 
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•Mb arlMes 9b 'Emofetm aod AiMricaa trsden geMidfy 
desire. We soonpereeiTedtkatthereirMa^^lieadiiiia*' 
or MHTt of <^ king," aimooig tbo dnskj ibnai thai perambo* 
latod ov deck, bj the deference pi^ him bj Us nferioii. 
This nugeeiic penonage had porpos^y oome^ iaaea- 
noe, meog.y diat he might judge for himself d the petoe- 
•Ue iutentioQS of the ofik^ers and orew, and tiM eharaoter 
of our craft. He had been isfcHrmed that aUwhe had tis- 
ited m were kindlj treated, and therefore it was his denre 
to ^^ hold a palaver," and make a trade with us, ^ we 
could agree I Our kroomen haying leant thai theAfirir 
can monarch had brouj^t with hhna considoraUo quantiij 
of gold, immediatelj inf<Mrmed our ci^ytain <tf this £Mt^ 
1^ latter thou^ it best, previonslj to holding a palafvr, 
to show some mark of respect to tUs distinguished negro. 
For this purpose, our bhrnderbuss was first disdiaiged; 
then our two carronades. When his saUe highness wai 
informed of the cause of the safaito, he seotied much 
pleased, and signified Ins wish to enter upon business. 
So tUs oliject, of the greatest inq)ortance as oeneemed 
ourselTOs, was soon commenced in good earnest. 

This black, whom we had honored as above descffl^ 
stood foil two iadxes taller than any other of his race that 
were on board, there bdng some about five feet im, 
althoui^ the mi^mtj did not average more than five feet 
ei^t. Therefive this king, monarch, or, as he was <Miled 
by his own people, ^^ head man," was at least mx feet in 
height. His form was rather large, stout, and s(Mnewhat 
inolmed to o(»rpolency. His head, however, was small in 
proportion to the sise ot the body, with eyes protruding very 
mudi from their sookets, nose broad and flat, and remarica* 
blytlw^ aod prominent lips. In feet, the ^ tout ensemble'^ 
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wiao. Indeed, there had not been % negro <ni onr deda^ 
«t thiB place^ that was not in manj reepeots better locking 
than big nugesty. Still, looks are nc^hing when placed in 
eomparison with the mental powers an individual siagr pos* 
sees, no maMer to what nation or tribe he may bekmg, be 
it Jew, Turk, Gluristiaa, or eyen this heathen Afrieanmoft- 
arcb. The usual palaver had hardly conunenced between 
oor kroomen and the latter, who had also selected two of 
his own people to assist him in the ^^ trade/' before it wan 
obvious enough that it would be no easy matter to deceive 
either the king or his men. After a Ediort consuttaticii, 
i^ first article offered was a quantity of ostrich feathers, 
that were really beautiful. For these, an ofier was n^e, 
trough our kroomen, by Hie captain, of sudi trifling 
.things as he thought would insure a purchase. These 
were paraded by themselves up<Mi the deck, as eonspiour 
^msly as possible, directly q>po6ite the feathers. There 
were a few strings of glass beads, some pewter medala^ 
two or three fie^thoms of blue India cotton, some leaf to- 
bacco and pipes, and a few jack-knives. His nu^esfy, 
ghusfiing his eyes upon these, shook his head in the nega- 
.|iv«, and informed <mr tradesmen that '^ dash '' was wanti- 
ing» So we were conq>elled, as it were, m order to mo* 
ceed in our trade, to jnresent his hi^iness with ^^ a bottle 
pf rum^" and his men with a ^^ dash " or glass each. 

Aflier this was done, a short palaver was again held he* 
tween the rei^>ective parties engaged in the kanaaction, 
Kai the bargain was at length completed to the satisfiiction 
of all coQcemed. The ostrich feathers were then trans- 
feired to us, and the various articles above enumerated 
were taken immediate possession of by his sable josif^ 
iness! 
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Thus ended all negociations and palayer in relation to 
this one aflBsdr d raliier minor importance to us, in a pe- 
cnniary pmnt of view, but jfer firom' being bo when subse* 
quent proceedings were taken into the account, the pur* 
chase of the feathers being otAj a preliminary step to bus- 
iness of much greater consequence— the trade for gold! 
The ice being broken, (if I may be allowed to vse so homely 
a term,) our kroomen were instructed by the captain to us© 
their utmost exertions to obtun all the precious metal this 
king, or ^^ head man," as he was called by his people, had 
brought off with him. So, in the course of half an hour, 
or thereabouts, after the preceding traffic, another grand 
consultation, or ^^ palaver," was held between the same ia- 
dividuab, prefacing it, however, wiih a " dush " to the 
bli^ monarch, and his courtiers, or business men. 

Whikt all these proceedings were going on, I tUnk b 
necessary to acquaint the reader, that some of our crew 
were engaged in purchasing trifling things for themselves, 
of the other natives abngnde — such as a cage, of simple 
manufiu$ture, of the handiwork of these peo^de, containing, 
perhaps, two or three African doves ; another cage with a 
paroquet or a parrot. One would buy a monkey, ausecimd 
a fishing-line, and so on, as is ike usual custon to allow 
seamen these trifling privileges in trading on this coast, 
especially when such things as above enumerated may be 
bought without detriment to the owners of the vessel, and 
almost any individual article I have specified, for the mere 
transfer of a leaf or two of tobacco and a few pipes, into 
the hands of one of these blacks. 

Before the palaver had continued many minutes, wi& 
the parties above mentioned, his excellency, the head-man, 
produced from a comer of his mantle, (a piece of clott of 
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itttiye ftbiic, alxNit kalf a yard wide, two yards kiig, and 
wkk loa^tadmal stripes <^ a brif^t yellow and red, oare- 
lessly thrown over his broad shoulders,) enclosed within a 
leaf, a quantity of pure gold dost, wei^bing nearly Ibor 
ouBees. This desirable article, ahhon^the amount was 
not vary great, was a desiderattan with ns, aad worthy of 
a somewhat leng&y palaver. Every effort, tiierefore, cm 
o«r psrt, it was neoessary to make, m order to secore Ibe 
peasessicHi of tiie coveted treasure, at the least posdUe 
etf^nse. For this object, such things as w^re supposed 
would be aoeeptaUe to the Afirioan, were paraded upon 
the d^k, in order to dasile tiie eyes of this merely nomi^ 
nal ldiig«*-for such he was and no more. 

Our kroomen or tradesmen set themselves to work in 
good earnest to endeavor to please his majesty, and at the 
same time to make the best trade th^ cooii fi>r o«r cap- 
tarn, their evqjloyer. In the first place, they measured 
off several &ftoms of baftas or blue India cotton. "Then, 
a dona or miwe strings of glass beads, of various colors 
and diftrent sites, were offisred. To these were added 
a sBumber of jack-knives, a cutlass, musket, aad about a 
poond of powder. This variety being placed upon Om 
^bdc in^ ooEffipicuoos mamier, was oflfered m exohange finr 
the gdd. The negro monarch easting his eyas over the 
whole, and then looking up<»i his courtiers for a moment, 
turned to our kroomen and replied in the negative, liot 
BieoeediBg in Uiis, fifteen or twenty leases of tobacco and 
as many pipes were added; still, however, without beii^ 
able to come to any terms. Knowing ifrom what we had 
pi^eriously^seen, that this head-man as well as those wiih 
kim irere fond of strong drink, our captain, as a last 
v^Mt, to bring about an already protoaoted trade, ordwed 
18 
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tM <p$ti b«MM of AiBfiriMD gin to be prffti^tgfl hbi. 
A» soon a0 4he ktter asoerlaiBed Um ^mK^ of Mm lif«or 
b J an imflBedkie appKoatioa of Us thk^ lipt to tiie 
moatk of one of the bo4tloB aad iiahibing a prettj oofMUB 
dMMi^ he nuM^od Amb togBlIier m if he lil^ tiM fe- 
Tor, then htiKting the bottle to hie men (inho aleo eeened 
to miJQj tibe teete na wdl ae hie nM^eety, if we eoaU &rm 
•n iden firom the koeened eontente of the veaiel eftar eneh 
had taken a hearty svig,) ai^iified hia assent to the bar- 
gain. This negro king, oUM^ or headknan, then advano- 
ing towards our oaptatn, deposited the yellow dast in the 
hand of die kftter, saying in brokm Eni^ifih^ ^Cafilan 
makee berry good trade wid Uadc UngT' 

Ibos, with maxik less difieoUy than we at first antici- 
pated, did we finally, enooeed in purchasing neaciy fimr 
osBMSs of pore rirgin gold dast, gathered by Urn natiTes 
t hean se l Tes firon tibe shallow streams tiiat waih dawn the 
rieh deporitfipom their own Afiioan monnlains. In this 
tndfe, the profits were vuaxik greater than any we had 
prerionsly made with these pe<q)le, lor we reaGaed Sail five 
hundred per eent. Sndi a profit we conld not aqMst to 
mik» in trading with Eoi^Mans along the coast, they 
being aeqnainted with the fall valne of the pse<»Mis 
metal; therefore OYory opportanity like that above stated, 
was not sufiered to escape the yi^^tanee of enr conanander. 

After file transaction was completod to the entbre aatia- 
fiutkn of bo& parties, the articles of merdiandise^ received 
fimn m in CTOhange tar the gfMj were passed into one of 
the largest canoes akngsideu Howe?er, beiore the aside 
monaroh took bis bare to eodbark fat the skM, hs had 
shrewdness enong^ to throw out a hmt to Ihe ftaptain that 
(lUshend^BHi atottog he Imi wmnl, vUnk is 
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inA these Afrieaa oluefr,) irookl ezpeel % 
frosi Um on his retoiiy ahw^ his littls oUUben or 
^'piecaniBiiies." 80 ttwas Otov^hi adristhk to gimtify 
Unbj a gift of ft few Mfing bMMes the TslaeofwUoh 
to us was sesreelj wortfi sieAtioDkig; but to the ejes of 
the aegro seemed of mieoinmoii worth. TUs present 0(m- 
sistedof about a doaen pewter meiUIioDS withsoaM kfaftd 
ef ^are stamped apon them, and fire or six small nsck- 
Mmmb of Uae, greea, and red f^bss beads. On reoeiTing 
flieee, h» sable highness smiled, opened his thick lips^ and 
diqjhjed two rows of teeth thai would vie with any of the 
ivery from Ae enormous quadrupeds of his natiye ooantrj 
fer whiteness. There appeared to be no bounds to his 
edproseiano of gratitude, thou^ rigoified in a manner pe- 
cufiarto ImnseK All the En^ish he eould remember 
was pnt tc^ether mdiscriBikiatelj as the words tmme to 
Us niind. And the reader may be assured ihat it was a 
nixed meAey, enouj^ to make an andM»ite diake his 
sides with lan^iter. Some of the sentences used, may be 
pt e iiy nearily expressed by the pen; but the Toiee and 
ge sl iou laiion are wanting in order to oonToy to/ another 
the e fcet prodaeed apon Ihose who witnessed the scene. 
Irery thing being ready for Us departure, tiiis 'mnpor^ 
tant personage among Us peofte finally stepped into the 
eanoe where fimr negroes with paddles in tbdr hands 
were waitBig to eonrey him to the beadi. As the canoe 
was patting off from the vessel, he stood up fi>r a moment, 
aad looking ai the captam said in words snnilar to these, 
^Qoode bye, capitan! me trade some agmwid you. Cap- 
itan i^sae pvssant beed for {nocaninmes. Capitan beiry 
fDode man.*' llwse expressions, ihou|^ eaamating frtmi 
asimpiahssthwi AMsan, show at least, titattUs uaoyil- 
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ked being was not ungratefiil fi>r ilie acts of IdndDesB he 
had received from the white man. As a mark of reqpect 
to this civil negro king, or whateyer he was, as soon as 
the paddles of Ihe natiyes stmck the water, and the canoe 
was moving off, our captain ordered two guns to be fired. 
An inclinati(m of the head from the gratefiil black was 
received in return, and his majesty proceeded to ilie shcnre* 
This was the last we ever saw of this uncommonlj kind, 
and iq>parentlj grateful, native of beni^ted, heathen 
Africa. 

After the departure of Ihe above mentioned peracmage, 
a few of die blacks still remaining on board af^Murently for 
the purpose of trading wiih us, we thou^t it best to make 
the most we could of the opportunity to taraffic wiih them. 
It was soon ascertained by our kroomen that each individ- 
ual had a small quantity of gold, which he dedred to sell. 
The majoritj of these had come off during tiie palaver 
with tiie head-man, and therefore tiiou^t ihey^ would not 
interfere while we were transacting buEoness wiih him. 
The afternoon bemg far advanced, Ihe greatest despatch 
was made to obtain tiie precious metal of these people 
before ni^t set in, as each person among them required a 
separate trade, and consequentiy, a considerable time. 
Fortunately for r^, the negroes themselv^ appeared to be 
as anxious as we were to close their bargains ; and as one 
after another produced the littie gold he possessed, were 
it more or less, an immediate offer was xnade in artilsfos 
corresponding to the respective value of each parcel. In 
this manner, before sun-set, we had tiie satisfiioiion of 
purchamng of these Africans all the yeHow dusi they 
brou^t off, amounting to several ounces, of fbll twenty- 
three carats fine aia profit of nearly six faondred per 
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oent. We aacertained that ibe gold in the form of dust 
and email grains was found by the natives in tiie soil at 
the bottom of almost all the shallow streams numing down 
from the momitains along the ^^ Gold Coast," properly so 
called. 

We 1^ were informed, that pieces of considerable size 
were frequently found in the interior, some of them weigh- 
ing several ounces each.- These were seldom brought to 
the sea-coast for sale, as they generally melted the lumps 
and had fliem shaped into some kind of figure resemUing 
a man or a wild beast; such as an elej^ant, lion, tiger, 
leopard, etc. Each of these was held sacred, not only by 
l^e king, but all his subjects regarded them with the most 
superstitious respect and reverence, consulting them on 
particular occasions as being able to reward or punish. 
These golden images are worshipped as their ^^gods," 
^^dols," or as the Afncans themselv^ call tibem ^^ Fetish- 
es." Certain deatib would be the penalty of even so 
much as mutila&ig one of these sacred objects! 

Before the light of day had wholly departed, not a 
eauoe was alongside ; every native having left us for the 
shore. As it was obvious that the traffic with the peojde 
of this {dace was nearly exhausted, our captain had signi- 
fied to tiie last who were on board, that we should probably 
sail from their village by noon of the following day, unless 
they had more gold to induce us to jstay a little longer. 

How ^adly did each one of our crew, that could be 
qpared from i^e duties of the first watch of the night, seek 
the repose so much needed after the fEitigue and toils of 
the day. Some felt so heavy witii sleep, that they scarcely 
allowed tbemsdves time to finish their supper, before they 
had faUen into the anM of Morpheus. Sudi is the pecu- 
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liar sMe of Hm aloMMpbere, very fg a ^aeii l ly ahmg ^ 
Amm of <Ui eoMt, ibftt it is actaattj afanott laqMsihto 
fiir one to keep awake. 

Ni^t, however, booh ^tatir ande ker mUe Teily and 
darkness diBai^)ea]:^ as the rays of another morning kan- 
died the OMt with Us fees. Every thing on board that 
was poeseMed with hfe and motion, seemed to hmtk hrik 
with renewed energy from iimr skm^rs at the mpptmr^ 
anoe of tibe dawn. "^ Chantieleer's siMrill clarien*' began 
wiih the fai^ieft note in the gamut; and in the d ew tn d ing 
soale, parrots, paroquets, and varioiie other birds we had 
on board, added their voices to the hannony ; and to make 
the eboros complete, nMMdkeys, goats, and jig^ ^^dnmed in 
with tiittr mcffiiaons notee!'' 

Owr crew, dso, having ehaken oS the heavy dbniaa of 
sle^, wMre again bustling about tike decks, bnsify o&gaged 
in the variona duties of their cattmg. The oeck, eipedi^ 
tiooaly set himself to work in maki^g prepentions for tte 
morning's repast, both lor oScers aikl men. An esfiy 
breakfiuBt was hastily deepatdied, and we w^re once more 
ready to receive a call frnn tfie dark deaiiMis of the <6onr 
tinent and the African vSlage ; nor did we have to wsM 
long for their appearance. In fact, before our meal was 
wholly finished, several canoes were atongside, and a dosen 
of the natives on boiml. Some <^ Aeee, as usoal, had 
brought off fresh fruits, vegetables, fowls, and a oakbadi 
or two of palnHwine. Ajb such arficlee cost but Httle, 
Aey were soon purchased, thou^ we did not really want 
tiiem. There were, however, among these Africans a-fow 
who had something that was valuable to us, and which we 
wore ahrays eager to obtain: and tibat was g^dl Am 
eaA native fwoduced his parcel ef ^ preeioas metal frw 
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« eoratr 6f Ut ^tapper," w waidindotik, * ihorl palsfw 
WW uKBMdiaiielj keld; im ofer made of sodi aHfeles Mf 
were tiion^t aa eqmvaleiit, aad thtis, m tbe oomse of one 
or two faoon^ we had in ear poflBeanon some five or rix 
oames note ef pure, ^ttering, yellow duet! 

As the day adyaaoed, and we saw bat a eolitaiy caaoe 
new and then pat&i; finoaa ihe Aotej oar captain tkoogjkt 
it adraaUe to make {^eparatione to get ondttr way and 
h$er% tiie piaee, tiiere b^ng apparently bat very Utde 
pgohdhiKty ci obtainkig any more of the precioaB metid. 
Ihe nMtnng was intensely hot, and not a breath ol air 
aftining as late ae nine o'cloi^. Havmg signified to the 
few natiyee who remmned en board) after we had traffidced 
with tiiem, that we intended to eet eail ae aoon as the se** 
Ireeae aet in, they took tiie hint and left as. Before ten 
of'eloek, p e t o oim g % dark Hue upon Ihe watw oeean-wavd, 
we knew a breeae was coming firom that direetwn. At 
tUe indieatkn, car ci^ptam ga/ve orders to wei^ unAor. 
The windlass, howerer, had been manned and scarcely 
^palled" a hatf doarai times, when we saw two canoes 
coming off with a brace of uatiYes m each, plying their 
plMUUes wiih aU their streagtii. Cariosity induced oar 
commander to Mfdsr the men to cease heaving for a mo- 
ment tffl the canoes eamo akmgEDde. In a very few 
auBotes the Afrioanfl w^re on oar deck, and slated that 
they had broogjbt some gold ^^hr trade with capitan 
Ameerikan," as they tenned it, in very indifferent Eng- 
lish. Desiring to porchase all we cooM of this vdaable 
eooimodity from the natives thanselves, ioatead of receive 
ing it bom Eoropeans akmg the coast, at seeond-hand and 
at extravagant priees, two or three hoars, or even as many 
days were worth losmg in trading for only a few oonces, 



dbyGoogk 



296 VOYAGB TO THE WEST 00A8T OF AFRICA. 

eondderiBg the great diflference to 110 in the aetoal profits. 
Our kroomen were not long in bringing about a ^^pala- 
ver" with their sable brothers. of the coast. Howeyer, as 
a preliminary step in this instance towards a trade, each 
of the four Afiricans that came in the canoes, receiyed 
from the hands of our two kroomen or interpreters, a 
pretty stiff glass, or ^^ dash" of American gin, yfbick Aey 
drank off at a draught, as if it had been 00 nuudi water* 
After this, they separately produced their parcels of goldf 
most of which was in small scales or grains, and the traffic 
began. One, having a ccmsiderable larger quantity than 
the others, demanded a greater number^ of articles fitnn 
us before he would part with his ^ttering treasure. M 
this was perfectly just and reasonable, the terms were 
^conplied with and the trade ended. The other tki^, 
also, being satisfied with the offers made them, soon closed 
their bargains, took possession of the goocb we had given 
in exchange, transferred the precious metal into the hands 
of our captain and then left us for the shore. 

In this transaction, that required not more than three 
or four hours, about seven or eight ounces of as pure^ 
virgin gold as ever Africa produced, was purchased of 
these, her sable sons! We were informed that the prin^ 
eipal part of the gold we had received at this place, was 
obtained by the people who had brought it to us, from the 
bottom of a shallow rivulet a few miles from the sea-shore, 
where it was found among the sand and p^bles. A few 
extracts in relation to the gold regions of this country may 
not be uninteresting, in this connection, to the general 
reader. In another chapter, may be found statemenbf 
from good authority concerning the precious metalr 
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CHAPTEB xnr. 



Thbrb are no countries in die world, says Hie celebrate 
ed historian, Leo Afiricaniis, richer in gold and diver than 
the kingdoms in Africa; as those of Mandmgo, Ethiopia^ 
Congo, Angola, Batoa, Qniticm, Monomotapa, Cafati, and 
Honoemnp. By the means of settlements of strength, 
adds he, upon flie ccmtinent of Africa, Europeans may 
traffic with Ihe bordering people of Ghiinea and Lybia, 
ttid get into iheir hands the gold of Mandingo, and its 
adjacent territories ; among which are those of ihe king of 
Congo, whose kingdom is one of the most flourishing and 
plentiful countries in Ethiopia. 

From Ihis country an easy communication mi^t be had 
irith that of Prete^anny, which abounds with elephants, 
and such provisions and necessaries as would give singular 
ease and cmiveniency to facilitate such intercourses of 
commerce. Upon the confines of the kingdom of Congo 
lies Angola, wi^ the king of which Paulo Dias, a Portu* 
gnese captain, waged war; the principal reason whereof 
was certain diver mines that the captain discovered in 
iiie mountains of Cambabe, no ways inferior to those of 
Potosi in the Spanish West Indies. The same histcnrian, 
qpeaking of the river Gambia, observes that, by the ex- 
change of European merchandise with the natives, we 
Buty ea^y draw to us Ihe gold of all flioee countries; and, 
about ninety leagues up this river, there is a place called 
18* 



dbyGoogk 



Md VOYAGI 90 fOB WttSf MA#T Of Af&tCA. 

the Island of Elepha&ts, in regard to the prod^ioiii^ nvoH 
ber of those creatures, irludi also aflRvrds a r^rj advan- 
tageons branch of traffic. 

But it wodd be endlees lo traasoribe all die passages in 
this historian, relating to tfie rich mines, both of gold aad 
silrer, wherewith the Africans abound, aad bow easj m 
matter it is for Europeans to carry on a very extsnnvw 
and veiy beneficial commerce with these people. 

'« Ghana,*' says anotilier embtnt Ustarian,* ^is ^ 
greatest city ill all the countries of Negrohnd, the most 
populous, and Ihe most abounding with Bierchmfise i and 
not only Tery weallhy tnerdbants traiwl tfnther firom aM 
the neighboring parts, but also from the most remote wm* 
Hers of the west. This country borders upon the land cf 
Vancara, very ftunous for the jdenty and excdlency of its 
goldmines. The king hatha grand palace near the hwda 
of the Niger, and a mass of gold thersm cf tUrty pcmndi 
wei^t, as it was natundly produced in the amee; bttt 
what is extraordinary is, that this mass ai gold is < 
I^etely pure and malleable, without being at all 
by the ordfaiaiy arts of refining and separatkru; H is atoo 
so extiremely Ibe and soft, as naturally produced, to adnit 
of befaig hammered out as a spacious canopy fiir tin 
pnnce s royal throne, to so great a peiiwlieti bath mteio 
brou^t gold ore m many parts of Africa." 

A modem historian,! whose credit was nerer i m pea ie h- 
od, haih also confirmed the great treasures in this part of 
Ithe worid, and hath descended to a tery nmntte sp e cHka ^ 



and Arabicamm.uteramm profeaiore 1619, p. 10. 

t Noayelle TelAtkm de L' A&iqae ocddentak, par Le Ptte Jeaa Bap* 
ftuteLabat. 
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€f the lMi4i/' Mips Mr wtkor, ^^wbeM the mbes are^ 
prodooee gold in Bodi jdenty, A«t H k finle umeoeaflMy 
to«gliirit$ 'tis MidM cidy tg nkel^ m^^erfidet of 
tk» Mtftii, mmI ymA ii m 4 bowl (m* ^ilaUali, to oobm il 
tho gtldtet^aftdfOffyoftrnpfiweflof gcMi^pnttygood 



^Tke earth/' mys he ftgittD) ^whioh piodnees H, is not 
^erj haad, er ^Kflkmlt to dig; it ie goMidlj of the ckyey 
hind, ef Yarione eelerS) attd nttzed wMi some eandy Idnd 
ef ore; so thait ten men in Afinea maj do anre ir<»k, gen* 
enttjr^ than two hmdred men in the ridieat mines of 

<^Vhe negvoeS)'' pfoeeeds he, ^^are totally ignorant of 
the pecriiar nature <tf lands that yield gold, they have no 
aH er methods eC jndgung, which do ^ do not afibrd ihat 
metal: Aey ha?e » general idea, that there is plenty of 
grid mines ahnost e?ery where, and the drier the earth is, 
and mate mihindly in the {jHrodnetien of ve g eta blos , the 
more reaaen fliey imagvie there is to believe sndi pbees 
yield geU; whcvefiore they aeratoh and cBg almost every 
whdre indiseiiminately; and, when by their rambfing 
searriies they happen to iSscover plenty in eue place, they 
vontinim to werk there so Icmg only as a diminution of 
the first i^nty does not diseontimie, and ftis without any 
woshmanUte sUU in sinking any d^pA, or dtsoorering 
theeooneof thevein; and, so soon as the mine remaifa^ 
Ify ffaMHis hs s fifem its first plenty, they immediately 
fw sa hu that pkee, and go m qoest of a fredi one, wxthont 
sesrtAdng th^re any fiurther.t 

♦ToLiT,,p.»f. 

ILiOMt) T^ iTn pp. 40-41. 
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''Whea they find the awe rick^ and that tihey 
without BMich trouble, obtain ft censideBible qnantitj of 
gold, they aoBietiaies voncliflife to rtrnmn diggp^ «t die 
aeune pluee, ey«B siZ) or fetlmfB mtea feet deep; h«t Ahafe 
eztttit generally deterBoinee their seardi; not b eeamo the 
mine coMieB to be leas jflentifidi (lor they eoofeaa Am 
deeper they sink, the greater quantity of gold they, StoA^') 
but beoauae tiiey have no itiyeafcion of As6»f nor any 
other knowledge m the metiuxk and nature of miniag, 4^ 
prevent the earth fiom falling in upon them."* 

After tins gen^id account of the mhos of Afkioa, ^mr 
author i^vea ua a detail of variety of rieh nines, the 
truih of which i^pemrs, by his repres^ta&m, to be watt 
attested, as ^^ 1st, A g(dd and ailv^ nnne at Fowrqpiaiv 
enne. 2d, Another at Sai]d>anourft, where, be saya^ ik0 
negroes find gold only by mere washing of the earthy 
without diggjoig at all; they only rahe it together witii 
their hands from ihe sur&ee of the earth. 8d, A mm0 
at SagoUa, where also they find gold upon the sarfiMe of 
the earth, by wspLy washing of it, withoirt sjnldng at aflU 
This gidd is extreme^ pure, and very ea^^ of fiiabBi^* 
It may be presumed (he says,) that those metallic eartha 
would afiEbrd c(N»siderably more gold than whatisfirand 
upon the bajre superficies. 4tti, Guu^iiiuirFatanna ia » 
I^ace quite sowed, as it were, with geld imnes; where, 
take the earth abnost indififerently, and wash it^ yea wiB 
find pure gold, which melts with great eaae,t 

^^ What indicates the riches of the land here still more 
is^ that the very rivulets of water that arise from it and 

♦ Lftbat, ToL ir., pp. 46-47. 
tLia)at,Tol.iT.,p. 47. 
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roB iftto die mer Falene, Oirry witk Aem so snudi gfM^ 
ikaA the iMij^ibQriiig negroes^ YA^m the mmeB are not 
usshed by Ae penrnflSKm of ^bmr prinoe^ ooma to these 
imkite, and empkyy themselves irith washing the sand, 
aiMi find there OM^iderdble quantities of gold. Nor is 
tfaiB praetioe fMrtnd them; and, if the negroes were not so 
indolent, they might greatly enridbi ihemselves, eyen by 
tfyB peddling work/ 5tii, The moimtains abont Guinga-* 
iiu^Faranna aare of a soft etfth, strewed with gdd sand^ 
which yields well in fine gold ; as also there are golden 
mareasites, which have proved of ceneiderable valne.f 

<^ IhQ mines, likewise, at Niasanbona are very rich, and 
MBy to be worked ; but this ore shonld be p(nmded and 
smelted. This requiring more art in refining than the n^ 
groes are masters of, it would be easy to get possessicm 
thereof.f 6. The most eonsiderable mine that is at present 
opoi, aiul which the negroes work wiih m<»re care, is that 
between Hm village of Tamba^oora and Nettioo, about 
thirty leagoeB east of the river Faleme, in the centre of 
tlM OGuatry ef Bamboaco. This is snrprisin^y rich, and 
produces a very fine gold ; and fi>r fifteen or twenty leagues 
romftd about here^ is so great jdenty of mines, tiist they 
eamiot be well represented on the maps, by reason that so 
great a quantity would create confusion ; it may be said, 
witii great truth, that the mines in this place are superior 
to aB others in those parts of Africa. || 

^< The want of ahnost all the conveniencies of life, here^ 
has put the negroes under the necessity of woridng the 
nmnes with somelhing of more industry than is usual 

*Labat, toL ir^ pp. 47-48. 
t Ibid, ToL ir^ p. 47. 
i Labat, toI. It., p. 60. 
QLabai,ToLiT.,p. 51. 
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HkMig ^ibiii. Ih^y hate tDiik Imto, erea ten foot Jbep, 
ifUch 18 T<tf7 eztnMwdtiHyrj iritii dMOiy and a maMar of 
groat difcuky to aceompBah, tiiej wantmg botk jmkaoKki 
9mA o x peri eao c fer malten of iUf natore* 

<< 7. They find, howerer, at fliis deptfi, gold m mi]^ 
grealer akondanoe IImui by Brorelj leardung Iha «ape]> 
ftoiM of tha aarth, or bj a Uttle flluJkm dig^g, m tiMf 
do fai dl ottier plaees. It hi^pens, sometamaa, tfaat ibr 
ttkoB titej meet wHh are nized wtth a kind of -Mod, or 
aoitte more oofigeaied earth; and loi^ e xperi e nce bidr 
tawgjht theiii to pound and waah iniB ore^ to eeparate tna 
gold from it ; "wfai^ tfien they find Tory plentSnl) and very 
purOk Bat) if they wctn weQ ac<|iiainted ynA, tiie aria or 
aaii^liag and retnbg of ores, tiiey worid produea ooandU 
ertiUy mare; bnt they have no knowledge thereof, nor 
ha^ Aey afar yet eolne to the main Tein of any of iHeif 
mines.* 

*^9. (fhere are two gold mines at Naye. ThatwUdiiv 
en the hnak of theriTer has been a long time left off woil?> 
mg, 01^ baenaae it is sinyjeet to be overflowed. But they 
have opened anottier a fitde dktanee from tUs, npon ibe 
ri^it of the nver, wfai^ is not liable to be oveiflowed, and 
therefere, may be worked at aU times.f 

^9. About twenty leagaes above Goinonra, to ihe left of 
the river, thmre is a goid^ mine, in the land of Temaoa 
Niaoakn, vribidi is very ridi, and of a pure metal. It is 
very easy to work, and yet the negroes have left it, upon 
an idDe snperslilaon tfwt parevaHs anongit them, f 

10. There are an inlSnite number of oiher places, widt 



aLabat^ToLir^p. 52. 
tLabat, toL ir^ p. 54. 
tLAbftt,ToliT.,I^54- 
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«Tid«ftt«gnit«r«8of nebeflof gdd. Jkmong otktn^ flwre 
are mai^ aboai sefenteen leagoes from tbe momik of Ae 
rivet fUeme, in tlie Nigef) which iore do iraj kferior iii 
value to fhoee befinre ttentiou^, itt flte moiiiitaiiis ef KeK 
tiDo and TambaHnmu* 

^^Eliat tiiembmd parts of Africa, irbioh have been fitfle 
frequettted by traden, abotmd irith gold, aeema to be a 
point out of al! doubt, if we pay any regani to human 
teatiniony, either by written or oral tradition, which might 
be diown from great variety of other audioritiea, was h 
needful. That the artaole of gold alone, ther^bre, woidi 
Bqp[dy the Afrieam wherewith to barter for Bnropeaa 
oommoditira, to a far greater degree than has ever yet been* 
experienoed, is very reasonable to beKeve; and, eonae^ 
quently, ihoee nations who have so estabfished their trade 
to Afrka as to promoto the greatest inland trafio widi ihose 
people, are Skely to be the greatest gainers thereby. May 
It not, therefore, stall deserve consideration, whetiier the 
Afrkan trade is yet bottomed upon the most beneficial foot" 
ing? The mere skimming a little of the ooast^rade for gold, 
tvory, eto., seems to be bat a very small advance in tfaia 
bommeree, in oompanson to what it will certainly admit of.*^ 

As I shall have oceanon, in a future page, to ttM from 
personal observation some particulara concemmg the gold 
of tUs cottntty, as we saw it gatliered by the natives th^n- 
selves, I will now remnae tiie narrative of oar voyage, 
from the village oppostto to which tiie readmr will remen* 
ber our vessel was andi<»red, as mentioned a fow pagei 
back. 

The Africans wiA whom we had trafficked for the pre« 

■- I . ■■-■...-■. - . - n I 
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oaoos mttal, hmofy (tml before observed,) depairted finr 
ihie shore, oar arew B^gusk had orders to heanre *t the wind* 
lass, aad get our Tossel under waj. About the middle of 
the afternoon, we w«re lading along under easj sail, with 
a li^t breeie bkwing in from the ocean, at the rate of 
three or fimr knots, towards our next place of destination. 
Oar progress, howeyer, to leeward, was slow, as a strong 
torrent from the eastward was setting against as, it being 
the month of Febraary, abont which period it runs for a 
shOTt time in this directa<Hi ; the rest of the year, it sets 
the contrary way, or from west to etst, on this part of tiie 
coast. However, just after sunset we anchored near a 
small African village, a few miles to windward of Com* 
menda, where we intended to try the trade, on the follow- 
ing day. As this was the last place at which we shoold 
probaUy st(^ to traffic witJb ^e natives themselves, along 
these shores, our c^>tain was desirous to make the best of 
it, and if the people of the village had any gold, be was 
determined to purchase it <m almost any terms. Still, we 
were somewhat doubtful of success ; for just as we came 
to an andior, we saw a brig several miles distant, standing 
to the eastward, which vessel, as mi^t reasonably be sup- 
posed, had already tried the trade, several hours before, 
at the little settlement c^posite to which our craft was 
moored. Morning, however, soon satisfied us on that 

Every thing on board being arranged for fortfaer trade 
with the dark sons of Africa, our crew, as usual, with the 
exception of the watch, at an early hour of the evening, 
threw themselves into their berths to get what repose they 
could, for the few hours aUowed them between the inters 
tals (^ "« watch and watch." 
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As ihe li|^t of another day gnaduall j dawned «|Mn 00^ 
tmd objects could be distinoUj seen m Um disteace, we ob^ 
served several natives sturnng about the beacb near tbe 
villaige, and in a short time a oanoe with twe of the iahab- 
i^aixts in it, was seen a{qproaohing us. When they had 
arrived within a few hundred feet of our vessel^ thej 
caased paddling, as if they were afiraid of comii^ any 
nearer. But, upon our kroomen hailing them, thej i^ 
suioed their paddles, and inunediately eaayie altrngnde* 
Tbe moment they stept upon the deck, every eye on board 
was directly fixed upon tiiese two angular specimeos of 
the negro race. 

Amoi% 931 of the Afiricans we had hitherto met with along 
tbe dicres of this coast, these, without eotttroveray, were 
certainly the u^est, both m form and feature. They were 
as black as a stick of ebony firom th^ own forests, and their 
fi^^ presented as smooth a surface as this dark wood whaa 
finely poliahed. Their heads were large, in i«oport]oii to 
ikm bodies, and covered with a profusion of coarse, bris* 
tling hair, instead of the usual curly wool of the negro 
race. A line drawn from the forehead to tiie chki^ would 
deviate several degrees from a perpendieular, on a^counii 
of the prcyection of the latter. The lips, also, were ^^sj 
^kick, and protruded so much as to separate the un>er 
fieom the nether, to such a degree, that both rows of teeth 
were nearly all visible at once, and these were white as 
ivory. This was the only thing about these risigidar be- 
ii^ that might be considered a compensation, or, as it 
were, a detraction from their ugliness. A small atrip at 
blue India cott(m was worn by each of th^n around their 
loins, barely sufficient to conceal their nakedness. 

As they stood upon the deck, or in the act of walkiogi 
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the kafti WM ineliiied ftnrirds^ wkidi g«ve to die^ form ^ 
VmA of fliooping posture ; and the •rms being dbfonpor* 
tmaU J iMg, Burie theee aingidftr beings appear oiore like 
die ^^ cUmpanaee, or oorang-oatang," iksai the negro mee. 
A ^ Fetiehe " was Bvspended from ^ nwk of eadi, by s 
SDMdl oord> made from the fihroos baerk peculiar to Ike 
covntry, nmibr in appeanmoe to the fidiing Unee of these 
peepk, of irhioh I have preykradj spdoen^ The << Fo- 
tiche " itwlf wae in tarm of a creeoenty and oovored aH 
otor wkh Tory onall yariegpited shellt, wUrii being Ug^ly 
polished, looked quite pretty as their yaiioos eohn mere 
refleoted in the rays of tiie mcHiiing lij^. 

When they had soffioieiiUy gratified thmr evriosify in 
obeerving OTeiy thing around thmn lypertahting to tfM 
TOasel, they siginfied to oar kroomen, or interfHroteis, 
ihait tiiey iriahed ^< to make a trade." We soon pmi^eeived 
tiiat neither ef them appeared to underatand a word of 
Ifcil^ish) the r e fore our captain dioiij^t it best to lei onr 
kroomen manage irith their dark breihr^ as they pleased, 
wA regard to traflie. Seeing nothing in their oanoee for 
wUoh we eodd barter wi& these people by an endiango 
of eommodities, nor abont their persons any Affm thi^ me^ 
dicaitedarepofit(»yof theTafamof adoHar^wew^rdsomo^ 
wImi* surprised, after a short ^^palaver" had been h^ 
with them by onr two tra«ksmen, to see them prodnoe, 
emsky from a comer fold of their scanty waist-cloths, & 
qaantity of gcM, in very small grains. Onr kroomen. be* 
ing pretty shrewd fdhms, and perfoctly acquainted wtth 
the arts of trafficking with their countrymen ; and in this 
instance, haring ^ carte blandie,'' or liberty to do as they 
pkaaod, in a short time we.had the satisfikNion oi reeeiv* 
ing from their hands, more than four ounces of fine, pure 
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gild. AMioo^lhepK^douiiieMiraflpiid forks great 
T»ri^ of artides, bj <mr kroonen^ llie wAjonty of tiieai 
being «fllMe eoet to us, Um ^< trade '^ wm oooridefod, k 
aB r e apeetS y a tery profitable one, as eoncerBed oar ca{^ 
tidn'B krterest, and abo eeemed to be perfectij saliBAictory 
to the AfHeaaB tikemeelyes, for when theae fli&galar people 
had Hieir merchaiuBae ^^BceA in tiieir canoe, and ftej irere 
alx>at leaving « for the^ahore, their gratification was man* 
ifeatod bj everj mgnifioaBt gesture Ihat could be imagined, 
ifh&e a l»oad grin distended their enomovs mondis from 
ahnoat ear to ear. 

Theee two negroes had sadi a peeofiar appearance in 
the ^ toift ensendble," and looked so different from any we 
had seen befare, that <me or two of onr crew could not 
fofbear from uttering, in their quaint phraseology, several 
timea during the day, after the bbtcks had left us, sen- 
tences ^e the following : '^ I say. Bill, shiver my timbers, 
if tliem wan't the uj^iest looking darkies my eyes ever did 
see ! Bhst me, if X tidnk a shark that lud been Eving 
on ^^ ddly-*galee " for a mon&, would Ute at one of them 
ate Miows, for if be did, I'm thinking he'd get so thun- 
dering sealed in ^^turmng wp*'"* for a morsel, ihait he'd 
dweroff as qoick as a m^ehantmanfreaa a piratical craft P^ 
''WeU, Jack, I thoug|it I'd seen ""niggers" afinre,b«t 
I^ bothered if any such foBows as them are, ewr came 
afliwart my hawse. If tibem are darkiea ain't tiie raal, 
l^uwine^ ^ Chnaea Niggers," then ny name un't "" Diek 
KAon, that's all !" Bxpressioiis like these, occ aoiena Hy 

■ h i I i n III! I II II ■ H I » I I I . II I. 

• Shaifcs, is oidw to min tbeir ptoy whta it is oa the vaattm of 1ii« 
water, are under the the necessity of taming upon their backs, and thus 
Sart«jpfwmrAit(>tbeoliject. TyflisowingtotMsitsstlQiiof theaoslh, 
pscsliar to tbii voradoiu fish. 
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thrown out in iheir blunt waj, bj aeamen oa board shi^j 
often have a tendency to interrupt) in some measure, the 
general monotonj that reigns within the narrow limits of 
any vessel. Besides, the hearty laugh, the playful jokes^ 
and cheerful ^< badinage," among the jolly sons of Nep- 
tune, make them more contented with their lot, and serve 
to encourage each other in the performance of their yari- 
ons duties. 

* Not long after the two above menti<med specimens of 
flie African '^ genus homo " had departed, several others 
of the race — but, from their appearance, I should suppose 
of a different species — also visited us. A few of these 
broAght yams, plantains, bananas, and oranges, and three 
or lOur ^dlons of palm-wine. Their little cargoes of this 
land of produce, was soon upon our deck, and purchased 
at very moderate prices. But as hour after hour ^ded 
by, and noon had nearly arrived without seeing any pros- 
pect of farther traffic in articles of value, our ciqytain 
thou^t it advisable, as the sea-breeze was setting in, to 
get under way in the early part of the afternoon, and pro- 
ceed to Elmina, a European settlement,,not many miles to 
leeward of the village opposite to which we had anchored, 
and the last jdace on the continent where he intended to 
stop. 

Among some twenty-five or thirty natives who were on 
board our vessel at once, there were not more than half i^ 
dosen who had any gold. This was in fine du^t^ and in 
such small quantities, that the time required in a ^^ long 
palaver," would be thrown away in the traffic for it How- 
ever, as in the last mentioned instance, when a trade was 
entered into, and brought satisfactorily to a close, with the 
^^ ugly looking negroes," by our kroomen, so, abo, in this, 
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oar captain deemed it best to allow ike latter the same priv- 
ilege, but not without suggesting to tliem die urgency of 
despatching their business as soon as possible, without anj 
tedious ^^ palavers." The majority of the natives on board 
at tibis time, were generally a pretty good looking set of 
men, especially when compared with the two singular spe- 
cimens of which I have spoken. It was highly amusing 
to see each of our kroomen engaged with his man in a 
diort palaver, as preliminary to a traffic ; the expressions 
and significant gestures of both parties, in the act of trad- 
ing; the gold produced by the respective Africans, and 
Hie various articles paraded on the deck, that were offimd 
in exchange for the precious metal ; and finally, the ftr- 
mination of tLe trade, when each individual claimed, and 
as rightful owner, took possessicm of such goods as his gold 
had purchased. Scenes like these may be kua^ned, but 
tiiey cannot so easily be described. However, heSore two 
o'clock, P. M., some three ounces more of African gold was 
in our possession, and every native had embarked in thdr 
canoes. Here our traffic ended with tiie natives of the 
continent <^ Africa. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Iv Hm l»t ofaapter^ ih^ reader iriH p«roeif« iktit mtt 
tnfic w^ &e nftthres of ^ coast was bro«|^ to a ter- 
BMation^aBd Aat we were about to proceed to Efaniaay 
ovr last plaee of destmatioa along ikese fertile riiores. 
TAiDg our depajriore from Goree, we haye gradoattj 
aovised akng die fiae of coast, toaching at the De Los 
Ides, Kena Leone, Diz €k>Te, and at TsrionB native aei- 
tlementi, where we engaged in trafic with manj d i Bet ' it 
trftes of Africans, some of whom, as has been abeadbf stat- 
ed, difered as widelj as posaUe in maimers, diBp ori tie n , 
Md eharaeter. Notwitivtanding al the dMferities timt 
mwt ne c esoari ly be encomotered in an intercourse wiih 
such a Tariety of peofde, we had the good fortune te paai 
throuj^ them all tmscathed. And what is moot remarka- 
ble in a traffic like this, with mK^iyilised beii^, (and some 
have caDed fhem barbarians,) in no instance whaterer, did 
we have occaaion to strike or punish a sin^e African ; nor 
wwe we, in any case, ever assailed bj these hannleeo 
people. 

As we were about getting under way, there were sev- 
eral natives in their canoes, some fishmg, and others jday- 
f ally sporting near and around our vessel. Bythe^ne 
our anchor was at the bows, and we began to move flowly 
throoi^ die water, two or three canoes came akngride, 
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and the generoiifl imnfttoB threw about half a doMil 
tifid fish tiiej had just eao^t by ^ traiUng/' upon Mr 
deoioB. For ihk act of kindneflB, our captain ordered one 
of the crew to toss into their little craft a few leayee of 
tobacco, with whidi the j seemed to be hi^y ddi|^hted. 

In a abort ime, oiur speed infireasing with the freshen- 
ing hreeie, their tiny canoes appeared like mere q^ecks in 
the distance, and ^ last of tibe African villagee, ait whidi 
we hid stqgped for the purpose of trade, ia the come of 
ene or two hears, &ded from our view. 

As the day was drawing te a ckse, and the twilighk of 
another eveniBg afqwoached, the hreeie whidi had fUmrij 
wafted us idong, finally died aw»y, and stopped oir fiurther 
progress onward. At this time, we ware neady oppoate 
a little African settlement, connsting of soim twenfy or 
ihflFty negre hnts, iriiieh being utoated near tte beadi, 
could be dirtinctly seen from our dedcs* Here, Urn two 
fisyfefaful kxeenen, whom I hftve so often had eccasion te 
mentiflQ as being useful to us as tmdesmen and interpre- 
ters, took their fiureweH leaye, and departed ftr the dhore. 

BefiMPe they left our Tcssel, our captain infoimed tiMm 
that tlmr services would be no longer required, ae he did 
Mt intend to make any fariiier traffic with their brethren 
of the coast, at aoy mmre ci their towns* As Ihese Afiir 
cans had been uncommonly diaMal and honest in their vo- 
ealioo, onr captain cheerfully gave each of tlwm n^^bock," 
(as it is called by these people,) or letter of recommenda- 
tkm to other eaptams trading on the coast, who bu^ have 
i for tfa^ services. For withomt suck written tes- 
of Aaracter, these krooman would find it difionk 
to fjsk enqibymsnt either en beard American er Saropean 
And thcM oredentials the Uachs nre fgrnmOtj 
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MtMrcfUflf,!^ ^y ^ihmld get we^ or k^wid-iii lay 
manner^ that it k. not imcwnajon to see a krannan wlk 
half a 4oBMi <»r more ^^ beekf ," doiely eeeored in a auMJI 
ti» beac, wlikh he always, has irHh Jbiok in hie oanoe, and 
pr^seois to the eaptaan oa gcAng alnngride of aay veasflL 
, <tetlkiBgleaveof.i]S)tiMfletwo£EMdfolsegioesseea^ 
ae.if tl^y mbed to lasiLe a bngsr staj* . Som JtriSng 
pteseats were given to eadi, for which ttej appeaoed 
grateftil. And as tibe j got into their canoe and paahad . 
off firom the vessers side, the j bid us fiffewell hf aajiog 
in IwJpen EngliA, in their axofie manner, (at the shb» 
time plaring their hands across their breasts^) ^HsmuL 
ddUlee Fetidi s^de oapitaa goodekick!" 

There was not an indiyidual on board iktA did ttofefcai 
as if two members of onr own crew had left vs, when 
these dark children of heathen AfHca were no UMgor 
in onr midst* Their oonduct had been so exempfaury^ in 
every respeet^ that many even among the white popvbr 
tion of Europe or America, mi^ take patten from anek 
as these, and have no cause to blush or be aehamad* Mr 
-ttiou^ every temptation was continually placed foe£bce 
them, while in the act of tmfficking for us^ in no iofltance 
whatever were eitber of these darkrsldn^ aborigines ^ 
the.conianent detected, or even euq)ee(ed 4^ piJ&niigJic. 
appropriating to themselves any of the numbedess KMkt. 
articles they were continuaUy haaidling in ^^ makii^ tMidn^l' 
with tiieir brethren of tiie coast, when sometinies metv 
than fifty of the natives were oa our decks at once. 

As the frail canoe that contained these fiuthfol las^omm^ 
ddmmed over tite gentiy undulating waves, towwdfti^. 
shore, therewas scarcely one on board, t^-dii^i^ftriib.. 
m<UMntj|^bttice his eye; upon, the littjie sp^^-^ewi^^tftT:.: 
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coding firttt the fiew» till it ooidd no longer bo oeoa a li» 
fa^noo, throng tho dioi iwibg^i of oroiimg* 

Widt die d^wriopo of tiioao aoa, wbo had boon so «a#- 
M to «8 tt iiioiur capacit j of tradosaen and inlorproliif, 
tba laai link in the chain of trafic, fliat bound «• in par- 
oonal iateooafae with the obon tons of wottorn Afirica, 
waa aererod. No kmgar should wo drop anchor abroaat 
of tba natiro ▼iilagaa, scattered here and there along the 
, with their little groups of olustering hutsj like ao 
beo^foa, sheltered beneath the luxuriant and wide- 
sppsmJing foliage of the cocoa and the pahn. No kmger 
shanU we be aunounded by nmneroos canoes^ that mn 
wont to encircle us with their inmates, a girdle of liring 
beingB, though of ebcm hue. No more were we to 
upon our decks cargoes of iforj, palm-oil, or any of 
die pn£fic products of fertile Africa, brou^t off to us by 
harmless pe(q)le, from any of their towns or settle* 
No kings, head-men, chieft or subjects would again 
hold n hmg or diort ^^ palaver '' on board our craft. No 
longer would a ^ daeh " be required by the saUe monarch 
<»r any of Us people, as a preliminary to '* make a trade.'* 
AH the noise, busUe and confusion occadoned by the 
ceaseless jargon ot scores of natiTOS, whe^ engaged {^ 
trafio, widiin the narrow limits of our Tcssel, was now at 
an end with us. 

Ae the erening adranced, the atmosphere became exr 
ceedfai^y sultry, and not a breath of air was stirring, fbf 
the grateful, cooling sea-breese had died entirely away. 
A ftw Instant peals of thunder were heard at mtenrab, as 
they isqlled aWg over tiie land. In a short time, flash 
after 4^ of titid lig^iaungn iUumined a dark mass of 
(ibode tMt ^r^H distinetlr seen slowly nung frep tb^ 
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defoae fbreets of the ocmtinent, towarde ike ooeaa. In its 
ai^roach, as it drew nearer and nearer, tiie inky doiids 
appeared to be one brilliant dieet of liquid flame, and as 
repart followed report, after each sneoessive flash of Uj^t- 
ning, the lengthened reyerberations, as thej roUed onwards 
.through the sky, seeeaed as if the <»dnaii€e from half a 
doeen powerful batteries were discharged at the same in- 
stant, so krod and deafening was the y<nee of ^' heaven^s 
artiUeryr 

As tibe t(»iiado, with its threatening aspect, haateiaed on 
its way, ocean-ward, our captain o^lered every iadi of 
oaayas to be snugly furled, our anchors lei g^ cabke paid 
out, aftd all secured to ab^e the result. Wehadnonatiires 
on board now, to grasp their Fetiche, and exclaim in tlKir 
pecuMar phrasedbgy, at each thuncbr-cli^ ^^ PabiTer in de 
bush ! Orande palaver in de bush !" as we had oflen heard 
them do in the frequent tornadoes we had expeiMiood akng 
these shores. But when at lengili this burst upen !», 
although its aspect was terrific and pertentms eneuf^, it 
finally passed off in leas than an hour, without blowing near 
00 heavy as some we had met with, weeping itself away in 
a deluge of rain, purifying the air of its aultrinesi, and ren- 
dering the night serene, cool and refireshing. 

After the war of the elements had ceased, we again got 
under way, and proceeded slowly along, with a Mg^t breeze 
that partially filled our sails. As Uie wind now blcrr d]~ 
rectly from the land, we braced up sharp and stood in as 
near as our safety would permit, in order to take advan- 
tage of it, the night breeze seldom extending any great 
distance from tilie shore. Sometimes, wl^n fai pretfy etese 
proQuxity to the continent, as we glided onward in ^o 
.stShiMs of the night, the occasional bowl of m wiU beasl 
migbt be distinctly beard from the dens^ forests. 
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^ bi fiio^ in tiik quarter of the globe, the Mvagei cf 
ilM fiurert seem to dkipiite the posseeeicm of their native 
-wiUm wkh the lords <^ the earth. Amcmg the -rivals of 
nian, in the extensive deserts of this country, we may 
reekon the Hon, the tiger, with the other beasts of ptej ; 
the serpent and the crocodile, those fierce and cruel ene- 
mies ; the elephant and rhinoceros, formidable when at- 
tadced ; and even the ape, which in s<»ne parts grows to 
the anKa&ng length of six and sev^i feet, and proves his most 
fionBidaUe opposer : the small kinds of iq)es, by their native 
jigilify leave £eur behind the utmost exertkms of posture- 
ors and dancers ; the gigantfe races of the ourang-out- 
I so strong, that a man, however powerfol he mi^t 
te, wovkl find his match in one of these animals. It has 
been staled, by several credible writers, that they go to- 
^SEfther in oompanies, and if they happen to meet one of 
the boman species remote from succor, they show him no 
■Mfey ; they even attack the elephant, which they beat 
with their dubs, and though they cannot inflict any material 
injury upcm this stupendous quadruped, they often annoy 
him so much as to compel the enormous brute to leave 
thai part of the forest which they claim as their own. 

^^ Among so many fierce or formidable enemies, we may 
•be ready to wcMider how the negro can subsist, or prevent 
hia covntry firom being overrun by them ; it is, perhaps, 
by their mutual contests, more than by any thing his fee- 
Ue arts can oppose, that their numbers are thinned. At 
ught-fall, when &e ra^g heat of the day has subskled, 
wad man prepares to go to his rest, the state of hostility 
-be^s ; the whole forest then echoes to a variety of dis- 
imat howlings; the deep-4oQod roarings of the 1km are 
keard like distant thunder ; ihe riiriller yellings of the 
« 
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tiger i»eoe tin wr ; the jaekall, tbe hyma, aad otfaar «iii- 
mab of the dog kmd, pursue tlieir prey m jndkB^ aad 
make tiie forests ring, whMe the j aaiiMtte each otkar m 
the fiMignes of the chase by Aeir mirtaal eriea. 

^< The serprats, also, of yarious kiadb, that ba^ i 
calls at the elose of the erening, by their ones and I 
make a much loader symphony than die birds of our 
grores in a morning. Bat the nei{^^b(tfbood of a liver, 
riralet, or lake, is most especially the place where 'dmsa 
hostile tribes draw up for ^e engagement In a oomtvj 
like this, within the tropics, and beneath the baningbeaicf 
the torrid loae, idiere the son dries op ^ water, m 
places for a great distance aroond, idien what had the i 
blanee of a mi^ty riyer in the rainy season becomes in I 
mer (me dreary bed of sand ; here, a lake l^at is never drji 
or a brook tibat is perennial, is considered by eyery animal 
as Hie most desirable acqosition. Being inwardly pareked 
by the heat of Ae climate, they trayerse ydiok deserts t# 
find out a spring, which, when they haye discoyerad^ t0 
dangers can deter lliem firom attemptbg to enjfrjr. On 
the banks of this envied ^t, thousands ci animak, cf 
yarious kinds, are seen venturing to quendi their thirsty er 
pr^Muring to seize their prey. The elephants are peromyed 
in a long line, marching from the darker parts of ilie tott^ 
est ; herds of otfier anhnals, depending upon nunibeia for 
security ; timid gaselles, and liioee of a lUce natae, refyw 
ing solely on their swiftness for safoty; the 1km ami 
tiger, waiting a proper opportunity to seiae ; but chiefy 
the larger serpents are there upon guard, to d^ond tlM 
accesses of the lake or rivulet. Not an hour passes witb* 
cut some dreadful combat : but the serpent, delended by 
itB scales, and nslarally capable ct iostaii^g a mMKitlMla 
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of womifb, » the moot fomidiUe ; it is tiio nost wakeful, 
aloo, ftr dM wh€i» tr3)o sleep with tiieir eyes opmi, and 
are oonsequoiitly orer on the watch, so that till their ra- 
pacity is satisfied, few other aoiiiMJs will ventare to 14)- 
pnarii their statiOlu Thus dreadfully hostile are the 
beasts, and tints savage the scenes that gire animation to, 
and diTenrify, ihe Afirican landsei^pe." 

In drawing a comparison between climates such as these, 
with iheir attendant erils and dangers, how naturally are 
we bd into flattering refleetions upon the more agreeable 
tenrperatere of onr own. Bat at the same time, we do 
not oonridsr how admirably the Creator has adapted both 
man and beast to the respeotiTe ooantrm they inhabit. 

A writer beantifiilly remariu, ^^ In onr happy land, the 
oomitans arise and improTo our prospects ; their brows 
a»e dbthed with Tordnre, and their smnmits collect enou^ 
of waters to cool and diy^rsify the landsciq)e below with 
rivobti and streams, and to answer the poiposes of man- 
lAiotvre, navigation and commerce, withoot delug^ig the 
plains, and sweeping off the inhabitants. Here, also, the 
iMteovB put on a kind and friendly appearance ; the rain 
Mk in refreshing showers, to fertihae tiie earth ; ouroiows 
aiMA a kindly prote^tioQ to the ground, to the rigor of 
aire pieieing frosts ; and even our thunder and our temp 
fistt senre to purify our atmocqf^re. On the banks of 
odrTiven, and in our forests, we need neither fiaar the 
tnadiBg serpent nor the lurking crocodile, the prowling 
liHf, the As^j bear, nor the still more fierce and cruel, 
tkto fspo^ted sarages of the torrid sone. Our landscapes 
aM ei)iiTeaed witii animals <^ a very different kind ; the 
biNte^of ^oefcs and the lowing of herds, banish solitude 
&M.iPJtiMftf,iHKl ioimd the iFoiee of plmt^ in c^ oavs ; 
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they take fheir fodder fixHH the husbandman, atid g^ve 
their dugs to the milknooudd ; the horse rejoices in his 
strength, and retains some of his native fire ; he pains in 
the valley, and bounds over the pasture ; again, he hears 
the voice of his master, and gives his head to the rrios. 
So beauteous are the prospects our land aflfords; yet, 
let it be remarked, a native of the torrid zone, or of dw 
cold arctic regions, generally sees more beauty in bis own 
native climes ; this one skims along the desert upon his 
skates, or drawn by his reindeer or dogs ; wiAout reslraiiii 
he hunts, fishes and fowls. Again, the tempest ocmies on^ 
he betakes himself to his hut, and hugging hhnself in 8eou«- 
rity, hears it blowing over his head. The African aho de- 
lists to throw himself upon the exercises of the field ; he 
endures the blaze of noon, which would sicken a European, 
and encounters animals of the forest, the ^are of whose 
eyes mi^t petrify one with horror; he plunges into the 
waters, and ventures singly to attack the monsters of flie 
deep in their own native elements ; he evades the destroy 
tion of their yawning jaws, which would cruiah him to 
{»eces, and swallow him up ; he plunges his knife into their 
bodies with mortal force ; he fixes a noose round his enor- 
mous prey, drags it to the shore, and proclaims a feast to 
the village ; or he draws an easy harvest from the soil be 
inhabits, and stretched under the shade of the broad- 
spreading plantain or the palm, happy and at ease, ani 
unenvious of other climes, he lolls away the severity of 
noon, or drinks the refreshing juice of the unntimbered 
fruits, of keen delicious taste, that wave over his head, or 
that, fanned by the breeze, are scattered about himi in pro- 
frudon. 
^* Thus we see the pleasures of thss life are more impaiv 
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tialljr diaiributed to the different quarters of the globe, 
than mi^t at first be imagined, and as there are ererj- 
wliere inconyeniencies to be experienced, it seems happy 
fiNT mBiiy he generally prefers, eren of choice, those which 
his- sitnatkm obliges Inm to inhabit : this disposition seems 
noi (mly to obtain with nati<nis at large^ but also luuong 
the diffe^rent orders of men in particular countries. Thus 
ike mariner braves the tempest, and calmly endures the 
eotnplicated hardships his way of life exposes him to. It 
m entertaining enough to observe him when safe into port; 
hie perila, wiA the remembrance of them, are together 
suspended ; he looks about him on the toils of the lands- 
men — he {aties their sufferings ; and, as if he had made 
a (fecoipery, he feelingly remarks, " one half of the world 
]aM>ws not how the other half lives !" while, on tiie other 
kand, the liy^lsmen hear the whistling of the winds, jaty 
the poor sailor, and think how happy it is for them their 
lot has been cast upon the land. Thus, the man of man- 
aal labor admires the patience and perseverance of the 
niBute artist, the accountant, and the man of abstruse 
teandBg ; he recoils at the idea of pursuits so tedious, and 
drives, with jdeasure, his team a-field, or contentedly toib 
WKkh tlie hammer, the hatchet, or the spade ; while these 
lift up their eyes on the variegated landscape, and see in 
towns and villages, in every hedge and ditch, in every 
ridge and every furrow, the marks of labor and toil, which 
they think it has been their peculiar privilege to escape.^' 
Thus, from the above it may easily be perceived that 
the African, beneath the burning sun of his own. native 
e&nate, is, doubtless, as happy and contented with his lot, 
as the inhabitant of a temperate zone, and would not, <mi 
atty account, oxohange situations with any being on earth* 
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Bow wiseij has tlie Creator adapted eteiy tidDg for ^b^ 
ban^gi He has made ! 

Our progress dvriBg tbe sij^ kad been so dow, owing 
to Hm extremely Mat breece from tke land, that bj «li« 
itmn of day we found our ressel was but five or sue m&lea 
fnm the position where we andiored at the time of tb» 
tSHMdOy and with little proepeet of progressioB, ae tb» 
lij^t air that had fimned us along finally breathed itaelf 
tut, and there was not so mnefa as a ^* cat's paw," to lam 
aaan in any direction, to ruffle the smooth, even surfiMe of 
the water. At this time, with the aid of our ^ass, tiier 
walls of Efanina Castle could be seen in the distaacey 
Ikoof^ not rery distinctly. Howerer, were the distaoM 
only two or three miles, it would require some time and 
ooBBiderable patience to reach it, witiiout a breath of air 
stirring, and an un&Torable tide. As it was, we wwa 
aompdled to wait till the sei^breeie set in, before we ooakl 
make any head-way. This happens sometimes at an 
earlier, sometimes at a later hour. But we found whfla 
en the ooaet, tiiat the general ocean4>reeie firequeatiy vi^ 
ned sereral hours in its iq>proaoh towards tiie land. (>&•* 
ten, when at anchor, or sailing along theee shores near tfaa 
land, we saw vessels in the distance with a good breesa 
from the Atlantic, while at the same time we lay ba-^ 
aahaad for a long while, with not a breath of air to ^o«r 
sails. When breakfast had been despatdied, tiie tt^m 
were bnsily employed in otowmg away eveiy tUag od 
board that was not required for immediate use^ and palling 
tUags in sUpHdiape before arriving at Elmina, where wa 
expected to see botii American and European vessole*' 
About an hour before meridian, that ever wekome visiteiv 
far whose approadi we had patiently awaited, Ike 
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», at I«aglk begaa ta blow in from the Attantaa Hm 
heated atmosidiere, tiiat was almost iitfnflerable without m 
Weath «f air stirring te fan it into motion, soon beeame 
more endnraUe, eool and refiredung, nnder its infloence^ 
The ^mBf imeottiness of the water disappeared before 
ijbB 0ea4)om gsle, and its mirrored bosom orisped into liU 
tie warelets, that sported and sparkled in the son^beansi 
ynm a meviaigv linng {netnre, eontrasted with the moooi^i 
esy ef the cafaa and tranqoM ddep. As Ae breeae in« 
freaaed, its eflfeets seemed to operate Uke magio npon 
eormy one on boanL The langaor, which had operated on 
afl i^ke, and made even locomotion a task, gare fdaoe to 
^i^or, animation and aetwn* More duty was perfinrmed 
iaene hour, by owe crew, after inhalmg Ihe refreshing 
dranj^^ of aur borne in from the distant, cool and briiqr 
^fllowa of the deep, than had been aocomi£shed in half ar 
4Qaen before the Inreeae set in. 

: After endnrmg hours of calm on a coast Uke this, wfanei 
%T^eidsmi has foU play upon the sorfiMO of thewaterjr 
wnete, and wheie, in &ct, heat instead of eoolnest^ seema 
to be refleoted from the latter as from a mirror ; withooft 
aowadi aa the li|^tteet aephyr to ton yoor Invning dieeks^ 
and the mercury standing at one hnndred degrees and n|>* 
wairdi in the sluide, tUnk you, gende readw, whether at 
sMh ft time, a refreshing sei^4)reese must not be aocq^teUa 
asKlweloomedwitticbmanrtrafionsof the most Krely joyh 
it is as if the fittigued, w»y>woni, and tUiefy travelW, 
aimaat eshausted for the want of a dran^t of water te 
qswrnDh his tiiirst and cod his panAied Hps, and feeb ihat 
he eaanot go any farther^ suddenly disoofcrs a bnbUs^ 
I, and with jey wnspeafcaMe hastens his steps^ drinks 
thfttf^^Smg fiMBtim,is refreshed, a«i eaalkuea 
on his journey. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 
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Ab we ^Sded along, wHk our Biib filed hj tbe , 
breeie, die loftj walls of the fbrtran of St George del 
l^Gna, or as it is called for the sake of dblneyiatMi, ^^ £1- 
mina/' in the course c^ two or three houm be«Hw dk- 
tinctly visible, without the assistance ai a^bwa, and befwa 
sunset we were snn^j riding at anchor in ^ roadateiad, 
within a mile of Ihe fort. 

While onr vessel lies safely moored opposite TJlmiM, aui 
before the reader is informed of the ftriher progresa ef 
ear transacti<nis in relation to the inddentB of the Tojtiff^ 
it may not be amiss, in this i^ace, to quote some partm»* 
lars concerning the eaifier stages of this seMement, beCoflie 
it came into the possession of the Dolch, by whom ii is 
held at the present day, and was, also, when we visited it. 
Some &cts may be, likewise, stated in regard to the diit- 
cnlties that arose between the fiij^ and Dnteh g^venn 
ments, more than two centuries ago, in censoqoeace ef a 
ooffiskm of iQterestBi caused by the ereetkm of fortreases 
along these shores, especially on t^ ^^ Qold Coast ^^ in 
some oases, too, it is to be regretted, net without Uooi- 
died. A few pages devoted to tiM purpose of fluoiriBg 
li|^t upon the beginning of Hm Afiriean trade by fina* 
pean natkms, may be instruotii^. 

''The Portuguese being the first ttaat diseoveied ihe 
eoast of Afirica, they buQt one fi»^ on the islaad ef Ar^ 
guin, on' the north coast; another, called St. Geotge del 
Ilfina, on (he Gold Coast ; and a third at a place catted 
Loango St. Paul's, on itxe coast of Angda, to the wmA- 
ward of the equinoctial line ; by virtue of which poasea* 
inons they not only claimed, and (for many years) enjoyed 
the ri{^ in and to aU the said lands and eoantriee, %«t 
likewise seized and coi^soated the shns of all oihar aa- 
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HcBaSy 58 often as tkej foond any of them iradiiig on any 
pKTk of tlM said coast. 

^^ Abput 'the latter end of tbe reign of long Edward 
VTm BOMe Londoft merohaats fitted oat the first English 
flUps that ever traded to Guinea ; and^ in the reign <^ 
qiseen Harj, and for the .first ten or twelve years of queen 
Blizabeth, sundry other priyate ships were fitted out for 
tbe saase parts ; but the English, not having as yet any 
•ettkments or ]^antati<nis in the West Lidies, and, conse- 
quent, no occasion for negroes, such ships traded only 
§BT goUL, elephants' teeth, and malagetta, or bird-pepper; 
aiid all sudi voyaged were undertaken and performed at 
ilie hniard of losing the ships and cargoes, if they fell into 
the hands of the Portuguese, without the least ground to 
iiofpe ibr any redress or satisfaction for the same. 

^ Queen Hizabeth, in the thirtieih year of her reign, be- 
ing ihmi at war with Spain and Portugal, erected a com* 
paiy finr tiie better discoyering and carrying on a trade 
from the northernmost part of the river Seneg^, and firom 
and witkon ftat river, i^ along that coast, unto the smxth^ 
aramost part of the river Gambia, and within the same ; 
mui gave and granted unto them the whole and sole trade in, 
to, and from the said rivers and countries, for a certain 
term of years, with prohibition to all others of her subjects 
t# trade to the same plaeeS) on pain of forfeiture of ships 
and goods : and these were the first English merchants 
that ever traded to the coast of Guinea, by and under ^ 
tMtlhority and protection ci the crown of England. 

^ In the reigns of king James I. and king Charles L, 
«nd during ti>e time of the usurpation, sundry persons were 
encouraged, by public authmity, to trade to other parts cf 
ddcfriea, and to take such measures for the better carrying 
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OB and improTiBg tii« tame, as they alKmld jvdga 
proper. ^ ponoanoe wlMreof, they buSt «ie fort, a4 i^ 
place called Ccnmaiitbie, on ttie Qold Cofst, and motber 
tn the riTer Oambia, <m the north eoaet; and theae 
the only phoes of any oonsequenee iddoh the 
wwe in poeeemon of at the restoration. 

^ The etates general of the United Proyineea, obeerriag, 
as we may imagine, the measures taken in Englandfbr tha 
the eaeonra^ng of a trade to Africa, did jJso, abont the 
year 1621, erect and eetaUish a company which they oded 
the West India Company ; and, for their encottragemsoly 
gave and granted onto them aU the lands and nmintii s a 
wfaidi they could conquer, or gain possession of in Africa, 
from the Tropic of Cancer to the Cape of Good Hiqpe; 
and in America, from the southernmost part of Newfitmnd*' 
hmd, to the Straits of Magellan and La Maire, <a the 
east side, and fit>m those straits to the Straits of AnwMj 
en die west ade ; with the whole and sole trade, and lii^ 
•rty and ri^t of trading into and from all sash hunds aari 
countries; and also with prddbitien to all others their 
subjects to trade to or frequent them, or any of theB^ un- 
der the sererest penalties. Whereupon the said o ca sp aa y 
applied themsekes to the maloBg of dirers great and hft- 
portant conquests in Bradl and Africa : and such saccesa 
attended Iheir arms, espedally in .Africa, that in the yaar 
1«87 , they took the sireng Ibrtvess ef St. eeorgs 4el Ml- 
•a^ CO ihe CkM Ocast; and, m % year or twc moso^sijii 
flie other Portuguese Ibrts and settkmsnts eniha.snna 
coast: an whidi idaces were afterwards yielded to iham 
hj the treaty of truce and nangation cenduded (anno 
1641,) between the crown €i Ptnrtugal and the States. 

*^From this time, and in rirtue of tiiese y osse s sto os. 
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I bam Md yiddMl l^ tbe PortvgneM, the Dmtah 
W60t India eon^Miij took upon thenfelTOS to chun tht 
■ele x]|^t and propert j in and to aU the lands and oom^ 
tnfiti&Afrioa^from C%pe Palmaa to Capo Lopaa, oonpm- 
IttdiDg an tha Gold Coast and Whidaki and aondiy otUr 
great and popalous oonntrias on oacdi sido of tlies. Andy 
tH^bemf^ tho En^ish had built a fort at Conaantant , and 
asltkd fSaatories at swdrj otber plaoes oa tbo Gold Coast, 
before tiie Dutch bad nmde the said oonquests, and had^ 
theiefore, as good a rij^t and title as themsdves to a firae 
tnda at all places <m the same ooast, not in their actual 
poasaaaon or ooaq»tion, yet, ham this time forward, the 
Dnteh West India company always kept one or two cruia* 
en on lbs said coast, whose chief business was to watdi 
all such Englidi ships as came to trade there, and to follow 
them bam place to place, and either to lie between them 
andtfae sbue, and intercept their trade with the natives^ 
-er to firi^ten them off the coast, and ruin their voyages^ 
or to aeiae and carry them to St. (George del Mina; and 
iUa not only when such ships were found trading on the 
Odd Coast, and at jdaces near any of the said Dutch 
Qonpany's forts and settlements, but also at several hun* 
dreda of sdes distant from them. 

^'Kii^ Charles n«, soon after his restorati^m, being 
-JMde Mjnaittbed with the dangerous and precarious state 
-aid Midiiw to which ^ trade of his sulgects in ^koae 
:4^pte:jraa redvodd; and bi^Hng likewise ^eqcdved^m^j 
f iwpjainti taudamg the j^tem^itioni given to, and degpre- 
ndations oommtled upon, the ships of this natbu, by the 
rDntch West India compaiiy on the coast of Afidca, it.be- 
came necesnaiy to confer not only <^a pn^per method of 
pirotenHng and securilig the said kade for the future, but 
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UljewiBe how a&d m wliAt maimer reparatioii mi^ l» 
obtaiiMd for sueh daonages and dejn^edAdoofl. 

^For tlM first, it being now evideBt tliat the ong^e and' 
aa p aro t o eadea^ors of jMiTate fin^ish mercfaants irere by 
no meaoe aaffident to contend i?ith the muted power and 
intereet of Hike said Dntdi West In^Ua oompanj in tiioae 
paiis of the worid; and the En^eh ha;ving foimd, by far- 
mer ezperienoe in the East Indies, what little stress waa 
lo be laid on anj treaty that might be concluded between 
the two nations in Enrope, for the security of such a 
Akitant brandi of our trade, the onlj chmoe whidi hoB 
augestj had left for maintainmg and defendn^ Ae ri^t 
of his subjects to a firee and unmolested trade in A£ric») 
agahist the pretensions and encroachments of sudi a rivals 
was to inoorporate and unite such of his own subjects «b 
should be willing to engage in the said trade, into one 
body, and to giro and grant unto them such powers, priri^ 
feges, mod encouragements, as the circumstances of tbe 
trade at that time required; which was accordingly done 
by letters patent under the great seal of En^bnd, bearing 
^te the tenth day (^ January, 1662; and the said united 
body of Enj^idi meroliants was called, *^The Compoi^ of 
Boyal Adyenturers of England" tradmg into Africa. 

^^ As to the second^ his majesty was pleased to cause a 
partmdar aooount of the damages comfdained of to be 
drawn up, and transmitted td his envoy at the Hague) 
with (Nrders to demand and insist upon fiiH reparation fbr 
the same. And for the better protectmg of the new com*» 
JMmy, it was Hkewise judged necessary to fit out a maiMy& 
war to ike coast of Africa, under Hbe command of Gi^. 
Hobnes. But neither the one nor the other of these steps 
had the desired efect; for in HoBandte States started 
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80 niftiij diSonltiefl, and made watckL dekys, tkat ne- 1 

Ibcticm could be ol^UEied for anj paet injnries. And m 

tD afiUfs in Afiica, a8 soon as ^ej had advice tliat captain 

Hobnes had, by assault, taken, and possessed hans^ of • 

ftyii Bear Gape de Verde^ belongmg to their West Iiidis 

eoopany, thej made all imagiTiaMe preparatums to fit out 

i^ squadron ht ttie coast of Africa, to re-take the said fori 

by force of arms; notwithstanding lus majesty assured 

ibem, that he had given no eommissian or order to Gspt* 

Hohnes for tiliat purpose, nor did know vcpon what groands 

lie had proceeded to &at act <tf hostility; that he expected 

him shortiy at home, and that he would then proceed in • 

very sMct examination* of his proceedings, and would 

Cttuse exemplary jnstiee to be donci as well in re-delivering 

the fert, as in pumshing the person, if has carriage and 

4emeaQ(Hr deserved it$ which having no better success , 

than tile former messages, in relation to reparation of 

akoul ^^ twenty ships" taken from his subjects on the eoasi 

of Oninea; ud the Butch ambassador telling his majesty 

m plain terms, ^ihat they had given instructiixn jbo the 

admiral <^ their fleet, tiiat was then going for Oninea, to 

lake tiMir fort near Cape Verde by foree, and to take any 

Bnj^ wUdi had had a hand in doing ihtm iiQtuy," Ik 

ttugeaty then found himself under a necessity of fitting out 

m strong squadron Iftewise for the same parts, under the 

command of Prince Rupert; which the States no sooner 

huA notice of, but they alterod their language, and, for 

wmiSmg the efusioB of christian Mood, as they pretended, 

prqwsed thait tlie fleets on either side ndj^t be detamed 

within the harbors, and not suffered to put io sea; and 

Aat sone expetiBenta mi|^t be found out by treaty for 

eaA other's saitisfoetmit but, in tlie meantine that they 
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were nmlaag this pbuuttUe o&r, tiiej sent secret orders to 
their fleet in the straits, under the coounsnd of De 
Rayter, to make all possible haste to Guinea, to ezecotD 
all those instractiQiis whidi the j had {^ren to their fleet at 
home; which orders he ezecnted so rigoroosl/, that he not 
00^ re-todk the Ibrt near Ci^ de Verde, and s^sed and. 
oonfiscafeed all the English diips that he coold meet with« 
hot also, by the assistance of the natives of one of the 
adjacent countries, who had been bribed by the Dutch 
general at Ehnina for that purpose, he attacked and Uxk 
the English fort at Cormantine, and put a Dutch garrison 
into the same. 

*^ Some time before this, the parliament had made an 
inquugr into the obstructions and encroachments of the . 
Hollanders ufon our trade, and into the losses whidbi our 
merchants had sustained thereby; which thciy found to 
amount to the value of seven or eigjbt hundred thousand 
pounds, and tI^reiq)on both houses came to this resolntumy 
April 21, 1664, ^That the wrongs, dishonors, and indig* 
nities done to his migesty, by the subjects of the United 
Provinces, by invading his ri^ts in India, Africa, and 
elsewhere; and the damages, afionts,and iiguries dosis 
by them to our merchants, were the greatest obstructions 
of our foreign trade; and that the same be humUy and 
speedily presented to his majesty, and that he be mp8t< 
humbly moved to take some speedy and eflE^ctual oeaigpa.- 
fiir redrew thereof, and all other of the like native, and 
fer prevention of the like in future; and that, in piosecu* 
taon thereof, they would, with their lives and &rtuass> 
assist his nuyesty against all oppositions whatsoever.' 

^^Ihis resolution bemg pres^ted to his mi^eaty ^ 
twenty-seventh of April, 1664, he was tberevpm pleased- 
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to renew his instances with the States tot the satis&ctioii 
80 long demanded, with more vigor than ever; ins(»naeh, 
tiiat in an audi^ice of tiie twenty-fifth of Jane following, 
he told the Dutdi andbassador, ^That it was not to be suf- 
fered that the Dutdi West India company, only by the 
means of a few forts, and three or four diips, should pre* 
tend to render the coasts of Afirica inaccessible to afl 
others, by blocking up the havens against their commerce, 
and keeping them off, and driving them from every place.* 
Bat the States turned a deaf ear to aU these remonstran- 
ces; the losses of our merchants amounted to too great a 
sum to be easily reimbursed ; and the advantages of the 
trade to Africa, could they have wholly engrossed and 
secured ^ same to themselves, were too great and impoi^ 
tant to be willingly parted with. Ami therefore, instead 
of showing any inclination to give the reqiusite satisfaction 
on either of those heads, they chose to renew their attaeks 
upon the English in Africa with more resoluticm than ever, 
under the conduct of their admiral, De Ruyter, as afore- 
said. And on the other hand, the king having tried all 
other methods in vam, found himself obliged, up<m the 
first notice <^ Be Ruyter's proceedkge in Africa, to com* 
ply inA ihe desires oi his parliament, and with the voice 
ci his people ; and accordingly, on the twenty-second day 
of February, 1664-6, his majesty declared war in form 
against the * States General of the United Provinces.' 

- **2f othh^ ifr more evident, than Aat the chief view of 
iiMb Dutch at tius i^e, and for some years before, had 
been to exclude the English entirely from the trade to 
Africa and to engross the same wholly to themselves. 
And it is eqnaBy apparent, that the value which they then 
sk upon ttii trade was such, that, rather than eonsent 
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tiukt the En^^ish should enjoy a share thereof peaceably 
and quietlj, they made it their choice to stand all the 
haanrds, and to bear ail the inconreiiiences of a war witii 
Eni^sod. Bat, however, it so fell out, that tiie event did 
not answ^ their ezpeetations ; for, in sfate of all die eftrts 
of the Dutch, the English company kept their footing ia 
Afrioa; and, by the third article of the treaty of peace 
condaded at Breda, anno 1667, it was mntoally agreed, 
that each party should keep and enjoy all such landa^ 
islands, towns, fortresses, places, and cdoniee, as during 
that war, or before, the one had by force of arms, or oth- 
erwise, taken from the other. And, in virtue of this 
article, the Dutch West India company kept possesdon of 
the En^h fort at Cormantine, and the Royal African 
company kept possescdon of the castle at Cabo Coxeoy 
whid^ they had (by the assistance of Capt. Hofanee) 
reti^en firmi the Dutch before the war began, and t» 
which they had an undoubted ri^t. 

*^But the stipulaticms in tins treaty, in favor of the said 
^j^iflh company, were by no means sufficient to enaUe 
them to bear up against Hie many dfflcultiee they had to 
stmg^ with. They had found it extremely difficult 4a 
persuade people to come in at first, and be ocmeemed with 
them ni so {Hrecwious and hasardous a trade, by lAidk 
means their stock was much too small for such an unde^ 
taking; they had been d)liged to be at great dianges in 
Africa, and they had met with m»iy severe losses by cap« 
tures, and otherwise at sea, during the war; and, for waai 
of a sufficient stock to begin with, they had contraeted a 
large debt at home ; and, under these circumstances, they 
were so &r from being able to cacry on and improve their 
trade, or to make any new acquiidtions, that it wafl witlk 
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die Himost difficulty- that thej could keep and preierre 
those piaees wfaMi tiiej had still in their poaeessicm. For 
extricaEting ihemselvee, dierefore, out of these aad the like 
dMcolties, ae well ae opening a way for others to aader- 
take the care, management, aad improvement of so yahuh* 
b)e a trade with more soecess, tiiej consented and agreed, 
for and in consideration of a certain sum of mooej, whicli 
was to be paid unto them bj anotiier new oooqMmj, dim 
intMided to be estaUisbed, to surrender their charter to 
the erown, and to assign and traitffer all their estate, 
pi^^rfy, int^^sts, and eflfocts in Africa, and elsewhere, 
unto the said new company. 

^^Wb nu^esty likewise approring of this, as the aaoet 
proper expedient, as well for doing justice to tlie company 
of Boyal Adventurers, as for the better preserving and 
eidwr^i^ the trade to Africa, was thereupon pleased to 
aecept of the saki surrender; and by his letters patents 
under the great seal of England, bearing date the twenty^r 
mvmi^ day of September, 1672, to establish mmI incorpor- 
ate Ae late Boyal African company oi Bngbaid ; aad to 
give and grant unto them, all and singular, the lands, 
oountries, havens, roads, riven, and other places in Africa, 
fimn the port ci Sally in South Barbary, to the Cape of 
Good Hope, for aad during ihe term of one thousand 
years ; witii the sole, entire, and only trade aad traffie 
into and from the said countries and places, wi& pr^bi> 
to all others his subjects, to visit or frequent the 
9, without the license and consent of the said company : 
and also, with such otiier powers and privileges, as were 
thai judged proper and necessary, for enabling and en- 
esuragii^ Hhtm to undertake so luMardous and chargeable 
aworic. 
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<^H6fo«p6R tiM new oompaaj proTHkd {HNper books to 
take sobo^ptiofio in, wd kept thoa ^poa for notdj' 
twolro oKmthSy wd infitod all Ua mt^esty's md^ecto tluKb 
ploM»d to booome iMlTentureis vitJ^ thMa, and to wbooribe 
lor what simB thoy tho«j^t fit, towards raising a wfflciiml 
joint stock for retriering the said trade oat of the danger* 
ona and praoarions condition it was then in, and frr ihe 
better secmng and enlarging the same fir the fiitnrab 
But so backward and fearful were merchants and otbeta 
at this tioM to be coneemed therein, that all the s nb a arip ^ 
tioBB thej eonld get firom aU parts of the kingdsM^ 
aoMHU^ted onl j to the sum of <Hie hundred and dwrsft 
thousand one hundred pounds. 

^' With stock, howevw, saoall as it was, this cea^pany 
applied themselvea with all possible vigor, te pursue tbs 
ends ^ their establishment At this time the Dutdi Weal 
KmUa company were in possession of the strong fortreaa.ttf 
St George del Mina; and <^ the English fixrt at OermMr* 
tine, then called f<»rt Amsterdam; and they had Kkewiaa 
anoAM*, ciUled fort St. Anthony, at Azim; another, eatteA 
finrt St Sebastian, on the river Chamah; a fifth, called 
fort Nassau, at a {dace caQed Mouree, about two leagg^^ 
to the leeward of Cape Coast; a sixth, called Orer^oowV 
at Aora; and a seventh, called fert Ccmrandsburg, at SC 
JagO) within cannonnahot of St George del Mimbj all <i(t 
the Gold Coast, and lying very commodious to suooor mii 
assist one another in any case of need; the Danes wei% 
in possession of one small, but impregnable fi)rt (afieiH. 
wards called fort Boy al) on the top of a bill, widun gan^. 
shot of Ci^pe Coast; and another at Acra, to the eastwaid- 
(£ the Dutch fort «t tl^ same place. Xbe elaotor^^^ 
Brandenburj^ (1^ late king of Pmssia) M^ ]qm goqdiTcfll 
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•t Cbpe ThvM Points, a&d two ssMUer oms a* soae little 
dktmce to the eaalward of tiio mom ; and tibe new Eag- 
lUi cMBpftDj were in possemcm of one anall fort at Oabo 
Oono, that being the only finrt on tlm OMtt, whioh the 
Dtttdi had not diqpoflBeesed the fomer oonpany of during 
the late mr. 

*<The first ttiing, therefore, whidi thie eomxptnij hmi 
■Mst neceaeary to be done, was to endeavor, bj att IftwM 
wayi and means, to strengthen themselves, as mudi as 
powMs on tfiis coast, as other natioBS, and especiaUy the 
Dnieh, had done before them. And, for this purpose, thej 
ealarged Cape Coast casde, and made it six times larger, 
Btrmiger, and mort oommodiovs than before: they bnil 
am fort at A^ra, another at Dix Cove, a third at Winne- 
bah, a fourth at Snocondee, a fifth at Commenda, and 
ve-bnik a mA at Anamaboe, all cm the Gold Coast, and 
three of them within mnsket-diot of Dutch f<Mrts ; and 
Hkmf fikewise purchased Fredericksburg, now Fort Royal, 
ef the Danes, without which. Cape Coast castle eookl not 
be safe; and tiiey also built anodier fort from the ground 
ai Whidah, for the security of ike negro trade at that 
plaee. And, atthouj^ in the prosecuti<m of these woiks, 
the said company met with i^ possiUe opposition horn the 
Dirtoh West India company on the Odd Coast, which 
<rfton broke out into open hostilities, and many times ended 
not without bloodshed on both sides; and the company 
were put to aa incredible charge and expense in purdias- 
ing the consent and assistance of the natires, for makbg 
such settlements, as well as for transporting, from tame to 
time the necessary supplies of soldiers, artificers, proris- 
ions, and all other necessaries and materials from En^^and 
ftr ettcii bufldmgi; aB whicb were rendered still 
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dlflfc^ ehargedble, and limKkmg, bjr Ae long war wUah 
«B8aed with France: jei, aevqrthelMi, the said nnfany 
Bever oeaaed their oare and endeaT<«8, tiU they had eoai- 
pfetcty finkhed their said und^rtaldiigB, and thereby pnt 
the En^ish intCTeet on tiiis part ct Ute eoaet of Ahim en 
an equal Iboting with the Dutch, and much superior to 
tlMt of any other na&m whatsoever. All which tbey 
elbcted during the short time that th^ woe peraiitted k> 
enjoy ike priTileges granted them by their diarter. 

^^ On tlM north coast, where it was natural to think ike 
company should have met with less qpfKisition, and i 
sacoess, matters did not sueoeed alk^^er to tiieir 
The Dutdi West India company were in posseesioD of ttm 
inis (rf* Argum and Goree; the Froidt Senegal cempanj, 
(which was established anno 1678,) were in poesessioii of 
a small fort on an island within the bar, in &e river 9ea^ 
gal; and the Boyal AiBrioan company of En^^and had oaie 
small fort m the river Gambia, samI another settkment in 
the river Sierra Leone. And in this situaticn afiirs eoB- 
tittued tin about the year 1677 ; and the oompamsa of 
each nation traded fieely to aQ places on tibe open coast, 
(not in the actuid possession of any of tiie otiim,) firam 
Oape Manco to Cape Mount. 

<an ike years 1677 and 1678, the French took the 
Duteh forts on. the islands <tf Arguin and Goree, wUdi 
soon after were yielded to France by ike treaty of Kime- 
•guen: and, in the year 1685, tiie French king, judging 
the grant to the Senegal company, which extended from ^ 
Cape Blanco to the Cape of Good Hope, too large, re- 
strained that company to that part of the coast wfaidi 
extends from Ci^e Blanco to the river Sierra Leone; and 
mmted anotiier oompaay, whsdi was called the Qmaek 
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ooHifMBij, aftd gvre and granted wbAo Hnefm the sole trade 
to afid from that part of the ooaat which extends from the 
civer Sierra Leene to the Cape of Ch>od Hope. And from 
iUa time the Frendi trade to Afiriea was managed and 
carried on by ^koBe two disdnet companies. 

^^The last of ihese companies made no great progress 
in their iande till about tito year 1702; that the Ereneh 
kii^ gave them the oontraet, which he had made with 
Spain, finr introdndng a certain nwnber of n^roes yearly 
into the Spanish West Indies. But that ccmtract being 
ftfterwards transferred to Great Britun, by the treaty of 
Ularecht, the said eonqMny was soon after dboUshed, and 
ifce trade to A&ioa, within their limitB, laid open to all the 
aahrjeets of Erance ; in which oonditicm k continued fimn 
the year 1716 to 1720, and no bnger. 

^ As fer the Senagal c(»npany, ibej were scarcely warm 
in tiMir new possessions, before they set np a claim to all 
that part of the coast which extends from Cape Blanco to 
tiie liver Qambia, comprehencUng above five Irandred 
mfles in lengtii. In the year 1681, they would fiyn have 
Uadered the Boyal African company of Sn^md's shq» 
from trading all along that coast; but, not being as yet in 
a c<Hidition to contest that pcHnt wilh them, they droi^)ed 
iheit pretensions against tiiem for that time. In the 
ymts 1688, 1684, and 1685, they seised and confiscated 
several ships belongbg to tibe Portogaese, Dutch, and 
Prussians* And, in the last of those years, they renewed 
tlieir claim against tiie Boyal African company: from 
which time they continued to give them fi^nent intermp- 
ttons in their trade, tUl at last a war broke ont between 
the two nations; which, together with the difficulties the 
company fdl nnder at hone soon after, pat it in a manner 
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lAott J Mi of their pow«r ^ anert mi nainfctiir Unut i 
•ad their coimtr/s lagMi ^ci^inil eook eiiewwuhin 
otherwite thej vaif^ wd imdosbtadlj wwld httw > 

''The loesee ud daioages nUeh the o<m|Hiij wiU'ywIi 
daring the coune of the wmr, were noro tad gresto tfuM 
ceil be eaeilj inugined. Bat om<^ ^ ohiefest wai tiW' 
I088 (^ their fort in the riFor GemUa, auo li95, hIimI^ 
bj the negUgeooe of their eervntey mekiag no dsfimce^ 
WIS taken and plondered by a eqoadren of Freoch nH»- 
of-war, and all tfie fbrtificatione demoUilMd anditudto 
the greand. And, ae a fiyrther addition to this miifattm a, 
when the company came to take poee eo e io n thereof agifaij 
after the peace, they found the French settled in the rivOT^ 
and claiming an equal share of the trade thererf Willi 
themaekea* 

«'In the year 1697, the parliament, haiing taken tiw 
trade to Africa into their conaidecation, thovgM ^ w^ 
fiurther means of enlarging and in^kroTing the same, to lay 
the trade open to all Ins mi^eety^a anl^eets for t hiitomi 
years, and from thence to the end of the next ecesien of 
parliament; and, in regard that the Royal Afinoan oona^ 
pany of England had been at the ohargeof building wd 
maintaining a considerable number of fiMrta and eisriaa cBk < 
tiie said coast, which the parliament likewise j«dgBdji»-' 
cessaiy to be kept up and maintained in fiiture> ftr tha 
presenratioii and better carrying on the said tmde, thsjy 
were fiurther pleased to impose a duty (^ ten per ceni.:ad: 
ralorem, on all goods and merchandise exported to Afriea» 
during tiie said term, to be answered and paid to tibA said 
company for enabling them to keep and maintait) Ade:. 
said forts and castles. ..y . 

''This act continnad in fbroe fisoa the twenty fawrthtf 
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JhM» WK^ ^ ike t^iFmty-fearft ei June, 1712 ; in wUok 
tee tlie dkMgM whidi lite oompoDty were at m mwiitam- 
iag Aeir aaid fi^rtB and catlles amounted, at a medium, to 
tlmi iimty tfajoaaiid pernds per aamim, and in fonrteoi 
jnMu», ie two lunidred and Af^j tilionsand pounds ia the 
vdhde. The daty wlii A the separale traders paid in the 
SIMM tme, amoQiB^ed, in the whale, to the sum of thirtrf- 
mM, thoonnd three hundred and eightj'^eeTen pounds. 
KEtn whiBoe it appeals, that, even while that act <Kmtin- 
aed ki ftree, the total of the ten per coat, dutj came very 
madk short of half the durges and expenses whkh the 
roipany weee at in keeping and nMdntaining their said 
fi)ctB and eaailes. 

^Siaoe ti» eaqiiratien of this aet, in 1712, to ihis day, 
aU ethers his majesty's subjects have traded as freely and 
ofmoiy to aH parts of Africa, as they did or mi^t do 
«UMcbr the aolhwty of the said act; and the said company 
did^ at their own cost and charge, bear and defray the 
cha g g s o and expenses ef keeping and mamtaining their 
siUl larts and castles, which, at a very moderate computa- 
tioaa^ has keen rqiresented, by the saM late African Royal 
cmmf^mjj to amoant to above two hundred and fifty ibxyoth 
aaL pooads* . By which means, and by the extravagant 
ris^ia the price of negroes at Anamaboe, and other places 
ihk41k aoasty luid by ^ decay of the gdd trade which 
emraad thereupon, the proprietors of the company were, 
tost aiaay years past, obl^ed either to raise sundry great 
aopM of money for keeping and maintaining their said 
finite aad casUes, wittiout receiving any profit from the 
toda^in iwtum for the same; or to run the risk not only 
ofi^ing all the money which they had fi^m tune to time 
mSmA and e^Kttded for suppor^g their own proper^, 
20 
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kit of beeomiiig tuoo mmnA m to the entife hm rf i^ toide 
to Africa, and, oonBeqnentij, by id J aapiitJiin g «mI ahi 
4cjmrLg ibmt Bud fMt9 and easMoa, to ba l i iwd and pas- 
aoiaed by such feraign iMitifmH aa* wave iong nmMobig ftr 
an opportonity to gat Aoxtt mto livaii^ kukhi* 

^^Thia being the aaaa ivi<li regard to &a omapmy, and 
H being the sentfe of Ae mAm, ^toA <ka tvaie to AHaa 
abodd contfaine free and open to all hia iiiiJaaljV arib- 
jaetB, tbe o&l j thing that reanaiaed ta be ooaaideaade -msj 
wbeliier, or no, fints and oaatles were meeeawy' to be 
kept Tosp and maintained tor ike praservation of ttiaaaid 
trade to diia Idngdem? And, if ikef wer^ na>waaiy to 
be kept up and maintained for that p mpa a a , ivko, «paa 
the ftot of an open trade, oo^t in jaatioe Jttd raaaoa to 
bear and defray the ehar^^ of IheM? Thatttiaabat^ 
lately Decenary that fbrts and caaliea riiodi ba h^'Op 
and maintained in Africa, was urged from theae cooaidar- 
ati<»i8. 

«<For two hundred and fifty yeara past, it baa baeiaifce 
eonatant policy of all sneh Enpopeaft B atfam as ha;te hsen 
so fortonate as to make any new discovams, and to §ain 
any establiBhed power and an&erity ki remote and har- 
baroas countries, to build and nuuniain forts aid eaattas ; 
and, in virtue of such possessions, to daim a n^- to 
whole k]ngd(»BS, and to tracts of land (ji a vast extent, 
and to ezdude all other nalionB from txadkig in, te^or 
froai them. By this method the Portagueaa kmg aayijid 
the whole tarade to Africa and to tibe East ladies. 

^By the like measures^ SpamardSy ftrmais^ yws, 
daimed and engrossed afanoet the whete eantinaa^of 
America, and moat of Ae idanda ad^aeent Um^ia, to 
themaelyes. • ^ . 
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Mhw afctt lttto BMton oi all Utose ttkodA in tiie etit 

fiM» Uma 8«|ppkjr th» wbold world with ikoM oonmoditMy 
by audi qiMiikilwt, and at such pnoM, as tiiay tUak fit 

^^By this ma&od the same people, for sometime before 
and aflar Urn year 1640, atteiqptad te gain the whole and 
laHia paMiwioii of the most TaluaUe parts of the coast 
^ Afidea, awl ta cgcelade this nati^m fro» any part, share, 
eriataiwat tharrin; ancl thereby broa^^t apo& themselves 
m^mt with Ois Ungdem m 1664. 
- ^ Meh m o ^ Boyal African compsny bad built a sofl- 
SHO* Mmhar of forts and castles on the Gold Coast, the 
Daleh iatesrapted our trade, and seised and confiscated 
eor ASfB en the said coast, and withm it's depoMbncies; 
as tbsy pretend, extend firam C^)e Pakoaa to Cape 
ntains a tract of land of above twelve hun- 
dred miles. Since the Royal African company have built 
nad ■■iinlained» snfioisnt aamber <rf forts and eaatteson 
^te €Ud Oonst^ the smL company, and aU other Britidi 
dkifB and ysas ds, have tn^ded fipsely to the said coast, 
to aU places dependei^ thereon, without the least 
. or BMd e atatt on fri»n the DutiA, or any odier 

^Now as it is evideDt, from the succinct histMy we 
hm& given of this trade, Aat the recovery <tf it out <tf &e 
dangrifnwn and preoarieus state and c<mditi<m to whiA it 
was rednoed about the year 1600, k wholly and K^ly 
vwing te Hm care vdttoh the ecnipany took, and to tliHd 
■hmgii and-expanse to whkh they were at for many years 
tegiMMr, in failtfuft, and mf^hfitaining a proper number of 
lerte and cashes on the coast of Africa; it is apparent, 
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ttisA the flafidtj and preservatioQ of our toide to Africa, 
^gWflt iho preteaaioiia and eacroafDhmftnte of 8«ib. n«timw 
aa are atroim^j aetUad in thoae parts^ depeoda. ah0oluto]7 
upon our keeping up and maintftining the said oooipanj'a 
forta and caatlea on the came coaat in a defisnaible ooptdir 
tion. 

^^ This pcnnt, therefore, being ihoa eatabliahed upon the 
atroDgeat evidence that matters of this natore are oa^aUe 
of) the next thing that rjnnains to be oonrid^red ia, ainee 
forts and castles on the coaat of Africa are ah s ot tt taly 
neceasary for the preseryaJion of that trade to this laioit 
iiMxXy and dnoe it has been free and open to all his migftS" 
t/s subjects, it waa but just and equitable that tha poUio 
should have aupported those forts and aettjtenvNita* 

^^ While the company enjoyed the whole and sole tf^ 
to Africa, tiiey purchased, built, and maintained their /la^d 
fiirts and castles at their own sole cost and ^barge,^aiKl 
th^eby acquired an undoubted ligj^t and property vfi w4 
to them. The chaiges (^ keeping tham frcsn the j^^ 
1672 to the year . 1698, waa not le^s,aooordisigto tl|a 
company's accounts, than fifteen thousaad pounds .p%r ape 
num, which, in twenty-six years, amounts to the aufnef 
three hundred and ninety thousand pounds. 

^<In the year 1730, the company petitioned the ft^^^lf^ 
m^nt, and they obtained ten thousand peonda to enabla 
them to support their Mm and aettlementi; which amu 
was aimuaUy continued to them, except two ^ tiuee yeani 
interruption, till the last change made in the state of thi^ 
oompany, by an act of pariiament made in the year 1751, 
^titled, ^ an act for the applicati<m of a sum of mciiM^ 
•therein mentioned, granted to hia mitfaaty, for making 
comp^isation and satisfitction to the Royal* African cfl^a- 
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pnj of Eni^Mid, list tiieir chftrter, lands, forts, castles, 
dkiTBS, inifitaiy stores, and all other Hieir eftots whatso>> 
erer, and to Test tiie lands, forts, castles, slaves, and mili- 
taiy stores, and all other iheir elfocts, in the company of 
nberdumts trading to Afirica, and for other porposes in the 
act meBtkmed.' 

^^By this aet tiie said bomp^inj Were dirested of their 
dmrler, and, after the tentli of April, 1752, ceased to be 
fL corporalaon; and their forts, castles, and all other their 
pos soasi o n o in Africa, aire rested in the new companj of 
laerchaBts tra&^ to Africa; and, in consequence of the 
trade to Africa bebg, by virtue of the said act, and abo 
of tite tirenty^ihird of George 11., made free and open to 
an his majeety's subjects, the pariiamestt allow tlie said 
oompany ten tlumdand pounds per annum for the support 
of the forts and castles for Ae public service."* 
- On the Gdd Coast alone, it appears that the En^iah 
\aA aAv tills time aboui a doaen ibrts, castles, and settle- 
BiMB, for the proteotion of their trade; while at the 
same time, aD other European nati(ms had only about the 
Bfee Bumber acattered h^re and there along this part <^ 
&e coast. 

The same writer goes en to make i^ foQdWing remarks 
c^neeming Africa, wUcli I here quote verbatim. He 
teys, t^Thnto hive ire ^ven a brief and fidthfU history 
«iHlie be^nning and end of the late African C(»rporali(in; 
i^oii winch I shaH take leave to make the Mowing 

ftuCl'lCS. 

. I" ' ' ' ' ■ ■ 

* The ftbove extracts are taken from " The Unirersal Dictionaiy of 
^HiSi^aiid' Commerce,'* translated ftom the IVench of H. Savary, toI. 
Ig^Lpp. 72a-4-5-6 aad 7. Loackni, 17»L Sy Makchy PoMkriiwayt, 
Kiq! ' Printed for John and Paul Knapton in X^ndgate st, London. 

'*^lWd,ToL i;p. 757/ 
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**1. Whetlier 8o extoush^ and popaknota oomktjtm 
Africa 18, will not admit of a fcr more extensife and pNiC* 
itable trade to Great Britain than it yet eyer has dknef 

^^ 2. Wbetker the people of ifais countrj, notvvttfaatand- 
ing ilieir color, are not capable of being civibady-atmB 
as great nmnbers <^ ilie .Indians in Ameiiea and Ada 
hare been; and wheAer the primitive inhaUtaalB of laH 
CQtantrieB, eo ftr as we hare heea aUe to trvee Aam, wera 
not onoe as savage and inlramanifeed as ttie n^nMSisf Af^ 
rica; and wfaellker Ae anotent Brito» tbeat^elvts, «f <!■■ 
our own conntry, were not once upon a kviri witfi tke 
Afrioaiffi? 

<« S. Whether, therefcHre, tiiere is not a prdMblity tint 
those people might, in time, by proper maiiagein»t fai tlw 
Boropeans, beoome as wise, as indmrtvktts, as ingeBieaa, 
and as humane, as the people of any other coimtry has 
done? 

«'4. WheAer th^ rational &onhi«B are not, fai tiie 
genera! , eqtod to those of any otiier of tite iMoniki qwnai ; 
and whether tiiey aire not, from esperienoe, ae capaUe 4f 
me^Artmical and mamifectaral arts and iMies as e^m the 
bnik of the Europeans? 

^'5. Whether it would not be more to tiie inteM3i<^all 
the Eofdpean nations concemed in the ti^e to Africa, 
rather to endear<nr to cultivate a frientfy, hvimaiie, «iid 
civiMied oommeroe wiA those peo|de, iirtoihe very oentM 
of their extended countiry, tiian to oontent themselves xmly 
witii sldnmiing a trifling portion of the trade upoA ttte 
sea-coast of Afiica. 

<^ 6. Whether the greatest hindranee and obetmotioA %o 
tte Europeans cultivating a humane and duistin-tike 
commerce with those pc^ous countries, has not wMly 
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yvoeetded finMA du^ uBJust, inhwmaiw, and unohristiaih-Iike 
tvafio called die ^slaye-trade/ which k carried on by the 
Earopeam? 

^7. Whether Ais trade, and this onlj^ was not the 
primary eanse, and still con^ues to be the chief cause, 
of thoae eteittal and inceflBant broils, quarrels, and am- 
ttKMttiea, wUoh subsist between the negro princes and 
efaiefe; aftd, eensequently, of those eternal wars that sub- 
rfst among them, and which they are induced to carry on, 
in order to make prisoners of one another, for the sake of 
tiu^fliam-trade? 

^^ 8. Whether, if trade was carried on with them f<»* a 
■eties of years, as it has been witii most savage countries, 
and the Europeans gare no encouragement whatever to 
the slave-trade, those cruel wars among the blacks would 
not tease, and a &ir and honorable commerce in time take 
place throughout Ac whole country? 

''9. T^etiier the example of the Dutch in Ihe East 
ladies, who have civiHied umumeraUe of the natives, and 
hroui^t Ihem to the European way of clolthing, etc., does 
not give reasonable hopes, that these suggestions are not 
visionary, but founded on experience, as well as on htt- 
asne and christian-like jnrincijdes? 

^^10. Whether commerce in general has not proved 
Ae great means of civilising aH nations, even the most 
savage and krutal; and why not the.A£ricans7 

^^ 11. Whether the territories of those European natjpns 
ftab are interested in the colonies and plantations in 
America, are not populous enou^, or may not be render- 
ed so, by proper encouragement ^ven to malarimony, and 
to the breed of foundling infants, to supply their tespw- 
tive coloniefl with laborers, in the place of n€|gro slaves? 
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^^12. Whether the British dominioos in general hav^ 
not an extent of territory efficient to increase and multi- 
ply iheir mhabitants ; and whether it is not their own hialt 
that they do not increase them sufficiently to supfdy tlieir 
colonies and plantations with whites instead of blacks?" 

The above remarks, made nearly a century ago, are 
such as might naturally be su{f)oeed would em^natft fnim 
a humane, philanthropic, and benevolent heart — one, in* 
fibct, who looked upon the enslavement of the Africaa, 
race, with utter detestation and abhorrence. However^ 
had the writer lived to the present day, he would hare 
seen many of his ^^ queries" answered and earned into 
practical effect along the shores of Africa, Instead q£ 
seeing European nations sanctioning the slavey of ih^ 
poor African, and trafficking in such an abominable and 
cruel business as this, he would now perceive the flagp oC 
the very same naticois waving from the mast-head ef 
cruisers in seardi of vessels engaged in the traffic of ha* 
man flesh. And &rther, he would have also known, thaC 
Great Britsdn now holds not an African in bond^e j^^ 
any of her principalities, dooMnions, colonies, fortresses, or, 
castles throughout her widely extended possessicms. To 
her credit be it sidd, that whoever her flag is planted 
»pon African soil, the poor negro may fearlesdy repose, 
beneath its wavy folds, without danger of captivity or tb<L 
manacles of slavery I And other nations, also, who have^- 
forts and settlements along these shores, no logger traffic^ 
in slaves, but with the natives of the interior {or th$|^ 
gold, ivory, and other merchandise. 
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CHAFTEB XVI- 



Iir tlie oommencement of this chapter, we irill resume 
the narrative of our farther proceedings in relation to the 
Toyage. It will be perceived, by turning a few pages 
back, tiiat our vessel was safely riding at uichor opposite 
the Dutch fortress of St. George del Mina. On looking 
aroimd among the shipping, we observed the American 
fbig flying at ike main-peak of a brig and schooner. 
Ihere were also two or three English vessels, and a Dutch 
itoop-of-war in the roadstead. By the time ni^t had 
i^aiB set in, every thing on board was in first rate trim. 

The captain, not desiring to go ashore till morning, he 
gave liberty to the crew to enjoy themselves as they 
pleased, la the early evening, the cool and invigoratmg 
sea-breeEC not having died entirely away, they thought it 
would be a fine opportunity for a little fwn in the ^^ danc- 
ing fine." So, BSl went below for his fiddle, rodned the 
bow, and after ^^ twan^g it" a little to see that it was in 
tone, he began scrainng away, and the jdly tars com- 
n&enced their sport on the li^t fantastic toe. For an 
Koui' or two they enjoyed themselves to their heart's 
tioutent. The ** Sailor's Hornpipe," " Irish Jig," etc., 
lieite danced, and the singjle shuffle, double shuffle, and 
emy otiber kind of riiuffle that could be imaged, much 
less deecril^ed. The heat begmning to be oppressive as 
the wmd died away, and the evening bdng somewhat ad- 
vanced, Ml dropped his fiddle and the dtedng ceased. 
20* 
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Tkey aU appeared to be iif^j deli^itod lASti tiie entoi^ 
tainment; but before thej ^^tomed in,^ a ftw kmg yani 
were spun oat to their {oil length bj one of tfieir iramber 
as an after*piece to the play. At het, tired of lifis, aR, 
exeept the watch, sou^t their berths, till tiiey were agMii 
called to duty firom their few hours of repose. 

When die rays of another iiioni}iig*8 Bin ehaeed away 
tlie night, and iHummed the orient sky wi& hiB resple^ 
dent beams, erery Hiing was astir onoe more upon ^nr 
decks. Each one on board, cfaeerfdlly and -irffin^ 
altonded to the respectire duties assigned him. As iSke 
Bttn rose and the flags of the different Tessels eomprflfing 
ttie little fleet near us were hoisted, and floaftang upon iStte 
last breath of ike ni^t-breeae from Ac sknfe, dhplayed 
to what natm iiiey bek^nged, a Ki^ly and aaimaML «p» 
peanace was added to the seene. Atalalsr hour, «s 
the boats from tbeir respeckre slnps wefe conitatfuy pvl" 
ting off for the riiore, or retundng alongside; the cahe ii B 
ef some of tiie natives in the vicinity, darting tfMg 
throng llie water ahnosi as rapidly as the flrii tiieii* eeM^ 
pants were engaged in catching, by ^^traSing,'* stffl e(j^ 
hanoed Ae beauty of this Mving, moving panorama near 
these African riiores. 

The Ibrt or castle tii St. Oe(»rge del MBna, as viewiid 
booL our deck, (we bebg not a mile from tlie b«aoh,) hM 
ratlier an hnposbg appearance. In the back ^*dund Ae 
ooontry looked verdant and beaulMd; Ae pafan and tte 
eoeoa^tree seeming to be more numerous than the <Mker 
trees aiomid. As I had a great desire to see thli'^^hise 
b a more advantageous Hf^ than at such a dlstanceis 
we were, 1 was rejoiced to hear tlie ea|Mn oj^der wir 
boat ftr the diore. Li a nbori time I was at^Us «ii^'ln 
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til* itenMhMti tf Ae b(Mt> Md w^ irar« o& our iniry ft# 
Mm bM^ A wy Ibw amulet ^pM^ b^re ker bowt 
toached, and we etood upon the spaiUkg lindf at Ekni* 
Ms 9kUm depwet ntrtk of tbe o^pator, w die Afiricaa 
ioait. 

On looldng iq) to the ivalle of the fortreee, «i our ap» 

ppeadi temvda it^ tt ai^pearod of laadii gmator eiettftMii 

llwi hmU bo snpjpQaed at a dirtant view. Hie ehij^ping 

)ffmg in the soadataad riding quietly at their moorings^ 

)»oi»d£amfyj m viewed from the shore* As we entered 

tbeJiMeMttleBMatyihe eacterimr aqiMtof tbe dw^ttugi 

wui not viexy joqpottag, otill thoj had a cool and airj ap» 

fpAacanoe. The neigro huts in their vicinity, presented 

aboiKt aa near a reeemblauce to those at Bix Gove as aay 

M had seem. 33ie he«8es in geasaral^ bmtt by European 

atoidawtfl on iim eoart» whether Duteh, BagjttA or FroM6h> 

mm ¥eiy nearly similar, in many respeots, and do not seem 

4aho m od e ll ed like these of their respective naiions at 

4Mae, b«t mosily after the ci^itage style of die En{^Mi> 

heisag mere tool ami aky, and coitfeqpiently better adapted 

te Una hot and aohi^ climate. We were very pditely in» 

vited to the house id a Dutchman, who had been two or 

choree years at Ehmna, and was reputed to be worth a oo»> 

mderaUe preperty. His fcmily did wet afo oomp any him to 

Africa, he being appreheonve the efimate mij^t {nrove 

fkkA In thoffu l!kmfore be came alone, with the inten- 

«j6on of retenisg home to his £umly in about five years 

fiem the time he left his own native land. Whether he 

•«mr fv^vinted Us ocnntry, I know not. Thus wQl men, 

lor Urn sake of gc^ run the risk of iheir lives, and leave 

Aoaammitdaar to tham on earth, thousands of milesaway, 

miHk aumy dumoos a§aiast ikm evw bdiokling ihem 
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upm, u the AfioBM fianrar to ^hm ptoiM Mi *a j 
peans on Uiib coast, etpeciaUj during nhaft 10 cdM. Ihtf 
110U7, or niaj aetson* 

The readepae of tto gOBtfeaa* wi plwifHj ■tothidy 
eomnuuKiiiig a partial view <^ the oovafery aramd, md 
the roadatead, sUi^nng and £ataat OceaD. Afar mh 
meats after, as we were seated in the eaoimk pkoe t»lw 
SMnd,iB the shade of a piaaEa, friNitfaig 4be heairii^w- 
freshsM&tsweceplaoedbe&ieuB^ettaaBnBtaMe* lEbase 
consisted ef orangea, hanasMiti) and esai 
Besides the fruit, we ware also fiurofiad with 
draoi^tsof fresh prinMTOe,wfaieh,o<Brth ii w t bein g i 
ad bj the heat of the t^Wmtm, waa iaieed naotar t» Aa 
taste. 

Buaaness was the engroasi^gSQl^eofcbeiweeBtiM^asftaiD 
and the Dutch residoot; while! was fiagedj asapbj^dio 
observing any tUng and every thiag that a t taa its i li^ 
jouthfid gase, aboTe, around, or in the distance* AJiAnt 
my eyes beheld here, was another new seeaie, addad*^ 
the many shifting soenea which ImI caoesed myr 
mnce we first arrired on this ceast Iti»aiadthat 
is the time fiur improvemmL If^ by lattnig no ol|^t , 
however insignifioant, escape mj notice, and &t and im* 
press it on my memory, be consUUred in thia>ligMiy I aat^ 
tainly is^>roved every moment* Not being asiKiiiadawBi 
#MB seeing a^y el^t that (to me) wis rarw^ mommrir 
strange, I viewed it agam ^aA a^^ in evfar t« kcvavi 
indeliUe impresmm upon the mind. % 

Thus, a fine vista; a charming landaeiye ; abaMiM 
river; a lofty mountain, er n aoUime cahaeaet; andean 
&ct, a tiumasnd tilings of a difoant natarci^ mwBnla w 
inas^mate, oniM is^»ea9ed iopon the tabtet itf 
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^laMivef miMj effiieed, eyen in M ngdy wfafle retAm 

Brfore noon, while the captain oontinned in conrersa- 
tMivMiEiMrlMst, Ifae refreriiiBg sea-breeie set in, making 
ihe iMtthsd atm o a pho re muoh more pleosant and agreeable 
to die fMmgew We reeeived an invitation to dii^ with 
Hm SvleiuMin, and b«^een tiie hours of twelve and one, 
ml iffwn, oaraeh^ea tod host ovij, to a very substantial 
dinner. This was served up by Uaeks, who waited upon 
Ika iaUe* Oar'-rclpist oonmted of soup, baked pork, 
diiekens, bmled rice, etc., while our desert 
i a variety of firuit, the production of the idhnate. 
i who tee entMrtakied as, was rattier a thick- 
set man, about five feet four indbes in hei^^t, and ix> aU 
, in pretty goed health, aIdion|^, at ilie same 
f an ndilbftaA observer mi^t easily perceive' tiiat tlie 
riimate ef Aflrisa had already, in tfie short period he had 
. und^ Its influence, stolen the florid comjdexion, so 
rof this nation, ftt>m his cheek, and a sallow 
-^ knerfaaA taken its ]^e. Thus it is witti all Europeans or 
^vlritestttsidMngupon Aebi sickly coast. All die En^idi 
rand in flMrt, European females of whatever nation, 
we had seen in itis country, (though, indeed, they 
'Wmt vmj ft^,> had lest every vestige of that transpa- 
dasBiy of shin, tile ISij bkndfaig with flie rose, which they 
•! jmA foansaod in tfieir own teAperale cfinmte, before land- 
iqmi tlisse Aofes. Besicbs fliis, a pecuHar tenguor 
to pervade ibe whole t^stem, that, at times, ren- 
jiww anj ]^ysical eoieeitioB eztaremely ^Bfficult and unpleas- 
tmk* in simt, from ^erra Leone to Ehnina, al<mg the 
- wlmle «t*rait c^ the coast, there were but very few situa- 
L<if aay^> whMi tre visits, wh^re I diould suppose 
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BuMpMBM^ lifter ttafe w ftaiil^) iMiMi m^ ImIA m 
wcfi as in tiieir own ooiiiitrj> or liyo m kiig m k tte bod 
of thoir nrth* 

Alter diittier im ofmry aad tfiA DwtahaiMi had wyCiA 
to bifl satiBAKstiQiiy his aMb^Mikmlfaed ma8 rao hMHi, aBoA 
iw CHpivn hk eigaT) an inYiialMB was g^yan m by mja^ 
kfaar, to iaka a rUb m «ke nftiniiy^ to a gaidaa Mmi^ 
to Idai. For mj «wii part, I waa reg<naad at IM% tipptufat i 
aity of katti^ H ykm of tlio conntrj, in a fcraign laad« 
fii a very few minute0y a craij Imd of yohiclo, on ktm 
whoeli, was brooj^t to Ae door, the body of wUdi waa 
tktHAfft Um ona of oitr Kew^Eai^aMd oarriagas, inhaiiwai 
barovchea, oroaery-^db. It had aomowbat ^ appoaraaea 
bf the baary^lookiiig Spanish <^ tokntes,'' I faava aiMa 
aaan and rode in at Havana^ Uand of Cuba. TleJ)i]Mb» 
aMn and oaptain seated themsdves, and I stc^ved myaalf 
aiway as watt as I eoald, thon|^ in no i^ery conMirtaUi 
potttbn, ihere bemg searadiy room for a Ifaird, hmm^ 
SDuiH in dim^isioiis* A horse of rather larger pt ' opoiHa aa 
fiian we had previoiisly seen on this ooast, and in pMt^ 
good keepkig, started from the door obedient to tfce friaa^ 
bnt at a pace diat m. not cause any ^p'abrwsins ef hia 
mnning away with his tiring cargo* 
** Howa?er, in less than an ho«r> m ware aettyayed «?«r 
a partly natvral, and tolerably ey^ road, to the distaasa 
of about two miles from the setttensnt. 3%6 ocwaliy 
Itoangh yAklk we passed looked beaatiftd indaed^ Ana 
oyer-ardiing trees i^eltoring ns nearly flie whole ledgtii 
of me routo, frm the rays of a bunung' son* ^Qitpe Hera 
many kinds of singnlar trees, sadi as I had m&mt befbita 
seen, and doobtiess soaasof Ae ^pa ti e a mig ^tn a t beftwBd 
in any other countty en the fi^a of the eMk; 6n the 
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tMiikB 01 dOEMy ifad Mkvk W88 ftAOoth ind 0^011, ttad of 8 
pttfplirii lm6,' wMioitt A branch jmj^cting firom tiie body 
of i]ie tree, for more tiban fifty feet from <lie gromid^ 
irUto th« tewtB were Yery long and pecnliariy riiaped* 
WtteitBj also, presented as smooth a enr&ce, bat Ae bark 
iras of a brij^ yelhnr, and had Ihnba branehmg ont not 
tftofe wBn fifteen of twenty feet from the grotmd. One 
species Ire saw, fiT>m the trunk of which projected riiarp 
ihoms, about flnbch and a half hi length, and not more 
ttan twice that distance apart from each other. The base 
of tiiese thorns, or prickles, was so firmly imbcfdded id 
Hie bark from which diey grew, that it required the fuH 
strength of a powerful arm to break one of diese nngu^ 
tnilses of nature^S productions, fttmi &e tree itself. And 
each of these tiMyms had a p<mit remarkably sharp, and 
tur hard as ivory. CSiattering monkeys could be seen 
bounding ftx)m &nb to 8mb, as we dowly rolled along oyer 
iSbSs African toad, and occaaoually the notes of a feath* 
«rred ^ffarbler eodd be heard in the branches over our 
iMds, where fitnn its verdant a&d leafy bower, uninter^ 
nxpted by tlw gun of the fbwier, the sweetest melody 
gu^ed from its litde throat. Wild fiowers, of every hue 
and fingrance, peculiar to this country, attracted the eye 
tm eveiy sMe, and the ddlftd botanist could here have 
ftMid an mmple and extended fidd (tf observation, with 
drralrtleeff new species and varieties to gratify his taste 
aMongtheee gay parterres, where nora reigned on Aftic*li 

*■ At liie terminatkm of our diort, but beautiful tide, 
ftrou^ scenery of an entnrely diflferent nature fit)m any 
Hsit had ever before pwyoii/my vision in my own country 
if# emerged from the shady canopy that had screened us 
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firtm the rays of the sun, and ali^ted from our vobinie 
at the gate of a pretty extenave garden, enclosed by 
stakes driven into the gronnd, with transverse pieces of 
wood from stake to stake. 

There was nothing very attractive in the appearance cf 
this rude fence, it is tme, but Hub was of no great con- 
sequence, as there were no straggling cattle, or mischievous 
urduns who would be likely to commit depredations within 
this frail barrier, as we diould be likely to find in our own 
New-En^bnd. In a country like fertile Africa, where 
fi>uits of various kinds and oi the most delicious flavinr 
grew spontaneously, little danger is to be apprehended 
from rude and thievish boys, among her dnsli^ children, 
leaping a fence, a hedge, or gard^i waH, for Hbe sake of 
the sweets contained within, when Uiey can so easBy sup- 
{dy themselves without that trouble, from the abundance 
of fitut pendant from the bou^, in almost every rood of 
ground about them. On entezing the gate of the enclos- 
ure, my surprise was ud[>0Qnded, as I gated i^on tiie 
view before me. I wished to behold, at a sin^ ^ance^ 
all the varieties of trees, shrubs, fruits and flowers con- 
tained within a space of nearly an acre and a half « But 
aa we traversed the regular paths, neatly and tastefully 
laid out, it was obvious that many hours would be required ^ 
to survey all the beauty of this garden, on the shores of 
Africa. On the ri^t, as we advanced, a bed of flowers^ 
with all the gorgeous hues the eye ever beheld, arrested 
the attention ; while on the left, an orange tree, its huro- 
rbmt branches bending under the wei^t of its fruit, fixed 
my admiring gaae ; for on odq branch mi^t be seen tlie 
fruit in a perfectly green state, while at the same time, on 
its opponte, tike orange in its fuU niaturitj,'of a bri^ 
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green and jellow^ looked beaotifiil ftitdst the surrowMlttg 
Teidant leaves. 

Here a plantaia^ there a baoaaa, with rich and heavy 
clusters of their delicious firuitS) pendant from the boughs^ 
ceuld not be passed widiout a momentary observation, for 
none of these were in their wild, uncultivated state, but 
had, by the hands and care of the skil&l gardener^ at- 
tained a larger size than those we had usually seen brou|^ 
off to us by Uie natives, while at anchor ojqporite their little 
flettlements at whidi we had traded along the coast. 

Pine^pi^es, of an enormous sise, were, in this Afrjoan 
garden, ripened to full perfection. Quavas, lemensy limest 
and a ddicious plum, of about two inohes in length, of an 
obloQg shape, and as yellow as gM, grew in all the hum* 
rinace of nature, in this deh^tful spot. Many other 
tcees there were, known only, I believe, as belonging to 
this part of Africa; among diese, was oskd beacing a deli^ 
cious fruit, called in this country, the ^^ Konnantin apple," 
wbinh b^fiasweeti^ acid taste, ajad witbidis very refresh* 
ing, and excellent in slaking the thirst. Bushes of vaiv 
ous lands, loaded with their tiny berries, greeted the eye 
on every side. African roses, of red, white and blaok, 
w^ttioat any Iragnnce, and thouswds of flow^m, lees 
gaudily attired than umnj others, emitted the most exquis- 
itf^pecfumes, 

JQavizig wandered over the several waOcs ci this beiuiti- 
fi)l garden for the space of two or three hours, till wearied 
with, gasdng upon its verdant trees, its luxuriant fruit, and 
the varied and gorgeous hues of the many-colored flowers, 
that met the eye at every step, we at length sought the 
shady retreat of a neat, but rural summer-house, situated 
k^ a remote part of the enclosure* The location wai^ de- 
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lybtftf. ItwMgiiav4fidfrom4ii»rmj««nh60mb7«# 
extended ind diftding braoolMt of the ooeeaaodtlie pabu 
This iitHe fljiviai r«irea4, vovld mwe a|qnroprifttely bew 
ike name of ^ wbor/' tfian suaiBm^houeey the roef bw^ 
oorered wifli ike broad leayee oo3j of the trees that o^eiv 
flhadc^wed it. Tb^ tideS) k ki trae, were of a kmd of Iiii-* 
tiee-woik ; bat tiien, a beantifiil, cfeeping plants Bpmffog 
ftm the ground en ike outside, nearlj ooneealed iko 
irhde from ike eje of the obB^rver, iti Inxiiriaat tendrils 
reaohi]^ to the opea roof, while from the viae, flovers of 
a brij^t erknsoD, opened their petals from among ikt veiw 
daat leanrw. As joa entered, it seemed indeed beaatiAd^ 
OB kxAing vp, to see the roof abore, that sheltered ns, not 
the ifork of man, bat at broad^-spreadmg braaohes, htk- 
kaed by tits plastio hand ol nature. Leares ocMi flti t uto d 
the roof, and leaves and flowers adorned the sides, whSa 
throo|^ the interstioes o^ the lattio^-wofk, in e^ery dfarea*> 
tiea, peeped the briUiant, deep-hned flowers. Here, on a 
rade beach, we sat and enjojed its eoohng and daK^tfal 



in a shert time the I>ateluBanleft,bnt inafewmiaatoa 
returned, bearing ia a kind (^ wiekef^MMketsomedelioioaB 
frvit, of Tamus kinds, the piodaoe of the gudea. Fme- 
appks, gna?a8, oranges, plmns and basnanas, of the beet 
tiwt conld be gathered, we feasted vpoo, till we were eat- 
isied 9BDii satiated with the hizarions repast. 

A short time hehte sonset, we again seated oarselvas 
in oar yehmle, and slowly traversed orer the same road, 
thouj^ in a deeper shade than when we oame, on aeooimt 
ef Ike deoHniag li^t. l%e stm was ^Idiag, witti his 
riantiag rays, ike rerdaat tops of the tattest trees. Oeca- 
mmally, ""a bird^from oat tiie brdms '' w«ri>bd fak kwt 
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r to 4w d^pirtfaig day. And, Iwre and thate, a i 
k^) lotrfdug dWft upon us frtM tbe branch iri^re ii 
pmbed abaife m, ejad us ftr a mommi^ and nliailaiing', 
laaped fttm bdug^ to bw^, and from tree -to tree, tfll i* 
me loet«o«s» i^i Bvfim Ike dw^iMM of ^mng 
hid fk% set in, we afigbied at die dwelmg from ifldc^ 
had started but a few boors preyiew. And, far my 0«m 
part, I esn 89|r Aat tiiis short exeuxaion on Afiiem ssH, 
was OM of the most deligtvtfel I ever enjojed in my life. 

Smfpw was soon served up, conMOlittg of flncasseed nod 
baked eMotens, hot eal^neal eakes, boiled fioe, gaa^ 
jaDj, tea, eefee, ete« Massrre Ajer forks and spesMi 
gimced the taUe, and a teanset ef fioe white porcebm* 
After this repast was wer, ike Dnt^dmum and titie captain 
reaorted to die piaoa, wfaitiier I Miowed them. WhHe 
ibey weae ei^aged in ooBTerBotian, and in the eu f eym en t 
ef tkenr me^haom and cigar, I strained my eyes in tite 
^hnctson of the shipping to endettvmr to obtain a f^imjp&t 
ff onr own orafk, among tbe oihers in the roadstead ; but 
tiirongh the duskiness of erening, I could not make her o«t 
fton the rest that were lying at anchor. As we were 
seated thus, ike air had by degrees beeome dese and sal* 
tgy,Mie fle » 4 w F P eB e having entirely ce a s ed . Baanbingand 
peak of 'ftmnder oonld be heard, as with awfal 
it revorbecated fluMf^ the tu^^K nKmnlaias, and 
tanked forests of the continent. Dark, heayy dea ds 
^rare skw]^ nnng over tlie land, and the r epeal ed and 
virid flashes of li^temi^ were the sore precursors ef tbe 
awnag tornado. 

Onr captain, alamned for the safoty of the Teasel, imme- 
4intely akarted for the bench, tD get on board <ve itbnMt 
LUsinaM its tey; ikcee tei^Mts being sonMliaM 
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Ytity Tidlaii. I aecompamed him tU&er, and we faftd 
wmto^y guoed the ahore efe oor boat's bows were grating 
oil Ao sand, tibe mato haring sent her fin* tl» captidti st 
ttie firei appearance of the tiureatefiiiig aspect of tte 
hewrena, Mj^Moig he would rather be on the deck of hte 
iMnel, should she part her cable0andbIewouttosea,ihair 
be on tiM landJ However, when we arrived on boani, evo-f 
thbg had been made omg for the emergency. . In about 
fifteen minutes i^r we stept upon the deck, Uie tornado 
bofSt mpem us with Grander, lightning, and almost a deluge 
of ram, but, fortuaatelj, wUhout its usual attendant in' 
Aiae fiiiquent, but transitory storms, ^^a hurricane of 
wiid." The flood ef waters ocmtmued ftffing from the 
doudi for neariy an hour,>hen it finally past ofl^ and left 
the iky clear and serene, without even a speck of fleeciest 
rapor to ebseve the beauty of the stellar idmopy. Notii 
fnassl in the whole of tiie little fleet lying ait tibeir nk)oi^ 
ings, reoM^^ the least injury in spars or hull. &i a short' 
tine, a gsnitle breeae blew from the limd, and the tStj ' 
whioh had be«a so close and sultry before iSke tornado; 
coobd by the toneats of rain tfiat had frllen; made the 
eveaJng and ni^ most deiif^tlid and r^fresfefing. 

AftemtcderaUy good night^s repose, save an occainona}' 
mievruption to oOr slumbers by the numerous cockroadiee, 
aa-tiMy flew about, and crawled over us in our bertiiB, 
breakftst was prepared at an early hour, after ifiAA ttesr 
beat waa ordered fer the diore. Tht morning was de^* 
HghtfaU 8earoely a rip|de was to be seen upcm tlie sur^' 
fSMO of the water in any direction, as the li^tteet isephyr * 
wafted freai the land hflidneiMy died- away. The^eaptaM'- 
w«B sion seated in tlie boat, and myself ttt his side, ^B^- 
mg sneotUy aiai^; throng the gestly undidatfng wavo*^ 
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Irts towards tbe ImmIiu In 9, few mkiiitoWi we leaped 
frcoa ber hows, and weve ODQe mem rtanding ttpon the 
aiads, <m the coatineiit of Africa. After we had landii4| 
and fte saen aent on board agam, the eaptain thinkiiig it 
tpQ earfy an boor (£ the monuBg fiDor the tsaoiaetkn of 
boflineaa with the Dutch rcndeat, leiaiirelj stroUed alo^g 
the shore, in order to pa08 awaj the time. I aeeoiopained 
bixn, fee an hour or so, in observing any thing worthy of 
attention. ' 

At BO very great distance from the walls of the easUe; 
we saw three or four canoes baided up on the beach ftr 
enoui^ to be out of tbe reach ai the surf. The enonaous 
lase of these canoes seenied to surprise the captam, as he 
obserred be had nerer seen any so large before, rithrwigh 
b^ bad trayersed nearly eyeiy part <tf the globe. Thoie 
m^Q9B aliwg the coast, in which the king and iw^xkty or 
tbiriyof his subfocts ooold be ccoafortably seated, besides 
csptaiiwng two or three tons <^ ivory, were diminutive in 
conparison with these, for when we esaimned the largest 
that was ever slongBide of our vessel, at King's Village, 
ne found, it to be only about twenty-^five feet in kngtii. 
But not one, that was before us at tbds place, was leas thaa 
fifij^, and the one of the greatest dimensions, more than 
sixty feet, and suffici^tly broad and deep to carry a boigi* 
head of tobacco beneaA the tbawts or seats amidships. 
And what is more astomahing, ea^ of these nonster oa- 
ooeo were.fonned and hollowed out from the trunk of a 
msi^ tree, bfiingof one entire piece. They were bron^ 
fiBem tbe inteivNr, where they were felled and cut into Ihe 
Ipfdi desired, theny dumg the rai^r ssMon^ floated down 
tbt rivers to the shore. Thus, by the united labers of 
hmidrads of the natives^ were tbaie stapen(loi,ia v«Mds 
brought to tbe perfection in which we taw them. 
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We mrfawtooil they ImA beeirtwr ^kwg wMk lyii^ w^ 
«A tlM ^eftih, aad Uttge eeaBM, er coMhe mie ijipem m 
efaaoei eveiy pari of then, by their ei qp e ei ge to the hmm^ 
JBg eitt, BO vee being uede of them^ ainee the Tflerapeep 
■itiwm had disoeatnraed the traSe k ebvee^^loBg thMie 
eheees* Bat if tinae omMMt were ever pnb to a«idi uees 
«e lie irere infcwmed they had bee% I ehcmid mpfet ik$t 
4reee€f ■oah dwacmriflne erm^ gnmmpmASncmmiii Sat 
it wae stated that they had been formesly used far Hm 
eefti^eyaaee of Uvifiig oaqjoes of the poor negroea, nho 
niA manadea rnpon their linibB, were tooiUed iate ^hmm, 
like ao nany beasli, and earned <^ to the nhye.nhiiw ly- 
ing in the leadatead to leeetTO tiiem ! 

Haimg stroQed along the beaeh, and esaoiiBed ^rwrj 
thag werthy of note, we^ finally 1^ it, and at « ahevt d»- 
ianoe seated ooraelyea at the foot of apafan^ontheadeof 
n bill, sirffeietftly elevated to eoaainaiid a view of the ocean 
and 8hipi»Bg in the roadstead. Among the Kttie fleet the 
was Kvdiy and ananating. Boats began te le«re 
respeelive vessels, either in oonveying thmr ofieas»to 
the heaeh, or in landing varioos artieks of merohsncHee. 
fieveval small eanoes were also seoi) as on the pgevieno 
BKHning, gliding akng throng^ the sawoth waters, witii 
one or two natives in eaeh, engaged in fishings Oooa- 
sisMlfy, a ''finny darter,'' with its bdglil soaiesof §Mi 
andsitver listening in the morning sun, as it was chrtMm 
from the olear element by these saUe Africans, made the 
•aeene appear really beantiftd. The time haviag aitaved 
Ibr the transaotien <^ bnsiness, we left onr verdattt Mat, 
and I attended tlie ci^ptain on his way to th^jMnae-eC ike 
Dntehman. 

As wn retraced onr steps, and wenad enr way ahng 
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^mm^ Aid reaMesoe ol%dr bo0t, I w» anmrted Ibr wmie 
•IfaM by » 006116 thai, to mjBdf, wa» efitirelyxN^ 
aHiug . I!ld0 wf», in seandiing fer gold. ISienkisofAe 
-ymfiMiaiii^thAdswoleii tiie riT«rB«iid itpenyt inte 
ittldrkMr. A8mattrind€*,who0»ifmt6r8had,periui^ 
-^Anred in it» oouiM for a ^Se^moe of manj miles, bean 
«famg irilb the strettm that ieeks to ningle with the odeaa, 
from the irieh mM dmm^ wMdi H pasBod, Aat it 'ea soyo 
00 Hindi coveted hj ciTilieed man, ^ grame ef yeUow 
gdd!^* Here we beheld some forty or fi% aegn ae o 
atandkig bdf leg de^ in Hxb waters that flowed o^«^ a 
bed of eartii and sand to the shore, not &r freni the for- 
tress walls. Each of the saMe Afiieans was ftmuAed 
WfA two hdf oalabashes, abont the size of a half gaUoti 
t>owl; <me of ihese thej nsed in scooping np a quantltif of 
Are earthy matter from ^ bottom ; &en by ponring flMm 
MM oahbash into iiie o^r, and gradnaHy washmg the 
sand and ear&, the gold, if there was any, being heavier, 
-woildbefomdin Ae calabarii after the earfli was wariied 
wmkj, I was io nraeh interested in this singalar [Miswu 
lof tlwir obtaining tiie yeUow treasure, that I reoHi^ed for 
SBore than an hour after the eqytam had dsfartad to at- 
tend ts Us aflbtrs wiA the Datohman. 

Dnring this time, I had so great om is sity to see the 
qoantity of the }»*ecions metal, that eaeh of the Ua^ 
' loMaiiied by their shnpte proeess of washmg as abeye de- 
scribed, as to take ofif my dices and wade out till erery 
• -aaia baBh had been examined. Some of these seaidMti 
Ibr tiie jittering dost were much more fintmuite than 
their fdlows engaged in the same emfdeyment; se^mal of 
their vessels not having scarcely a particle or gram ^f 
\ • grid to- renmerate tham tot the labor of msfty %eurs, 
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iiUfe tlh«n wIm iMd i(»M no kirder woe M^ 
od by gettiiig a <|oMi«r or pwlMpo even kdf an i 
One or two of tiiese African gpldHwehora faiid^ ooo«iw» 
allj, miiU pieoOB of the yottow netal, woi^boig fimn m 
oi^ith to a qoaartor of an onnoo or more. Thoie, how«^ 
or, were rarelj fiMmd ia tlie diaUow etreaUMi Mar ^ 
beadu Dost aad grains of gold, abo«t the tuae rf Ufd^ 
ahat, beiag tlio oiilj kiDd geaerally found^ 

In (he mtorior of tlM oountry, wlwro tlie riven warii 
the base of the momitamg, it is said, large, soKd faimpa aro 
froqaently fooad worth eoaae two(^ three hiBidred 4ottMm. 
Tbffn ia no doubt that Soropeaos, who Tint these shoim 
ibr the sake of wealUi, woidd obtab greater qaaafities of 
Ihe eovatod treaaure than the naliyes theias^eS) oonM 
they endnre the fiBitigae of laboring b e n e a th the rays of a 
bonang sun; but tikis no white man oooH bear for any 
length of time, in a olimaAe like Afieica, nearly under tluB 
line. 

All the nepoes whoan we saw at thk |dace engaged in 
aearfhiig for gold, were hired, as we were infimnod, iat 
the pnrpese by Europeans, the Uadoi receiving a tdSing 
oowyensatinn for their labor. Tins part of tho ooast, on 
aoeoqnt of the vast amount of the precnoaa BMtal oontain** 
edinits hills and vafleys, riven and streams^ has very 
appropriately reoetved the name of ^^ Gold Coast." From 
this oanse also, the fortrees which {HPOtects the settkineiity 
ia catted ^^Elmina," or '< the mine." And even the watess 
of the ocean that lave the shores in the vicinity, in flonaei^ 
(pienee oi the yettew dust washed from the soil kto its 
mii^ty bosom, has the appellatian of the ^^Gulf «f 
Qnaiea." 

At length, wearied with §mBg upon tbese 
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pNfky Haskm imiooeBa^ employed in seekiiig for tiMt 
tveMore 00 eagerly deored by oitnliaed man, I kft th€«& 
dU engaged in tb^ porsmt of pouring Hie sandy earth 
and water firom gourd io gourd,* iqppareirily regardless of 
the intense rays of a seorohhig sun pouring down upon 
tbeir vneovered heads and naked bodies. Althoni^ pro^ 
teeted frow tibe solar-beaaos by a broad-brimmed palm4eaf 
hat, and every part of ihe body guarded by a thin, cool 
and loose dress, suited to the intense heat of the dimate, 
I was forced to seek a shelter for a short time, in the 
abide ef a little duster of coeoa trees, growing near the 
marj^ of the stream. Seated thus in my comparatifdy 
eool retveaty Hxe sparkling waters meandered slowly by 
Ifae umtHrageo«s coyert I had seleeted, and murmuring^ 
x^SMi akwg over their p^ly bed towards the ocean, lit- 
erally, in this instance at least, in the words <^ the poet: 

^^Vwm. Afric*8 simny l^raataiiM, 
Waslied down their golden sands.** 

Feeling refreshed, and riobg from my seat to leave the 
gnltefel shade b^ieath the luxuriant and wide-qpreading 
branches of tiie trees, a negro, bearing some beautifU, 
fresh and ripe dusters of delicious bananas, passed along 
at this moment, almost borne down with the weight of the' 
newty gMhered £nait. I accosted him with a ^^ good mom- 
ingr' and he very politely offered me part of one of the 
bpndiffli ci the bananas he was carrying. I freely accept- 
ed Aem; ^ving hkn in return a smaQ pocket-knUb I 
chanced to have in my possession, with which he appeared 
to be M^y delij^bted. I again sat down, in order to 
fiteet npon^ihe tempting fruit, while the AMcan, wishing 
me, (I have no doubt in the sincerity of his heart,) 
^^.goode meningl" in his sinqde manner and in iBq^erfocb 
21 
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IkiffiAf onrtiaiied OD Us wa^r toimrdi&e ba» di to«Bgrf 
off, to some of tlie flhippoig in t^ hurfaor, tiit r^e duatav 
^YmrtgaumaghmmaM. Witti wfat itom did J ieMi 
wfoa tbe oooland bonqr-fike pi;^of diiB tmoims and 
MkAcmfroii! How wk^7 diSmiit aod inpid k Ite 
favor of tbe banana, as we find it in tbe 'Sem^Ba^kml 
Statoi^ aoMfifawa oervral weeks after it lias been gatibered 
•ndbmigkt from tbe West India Idandm ooi sese tban 
balf ripened, emipared with those aSowed to ^row to fall 
natoiUy in their natiTS soil, and wboi peifeetly lape, the 
jdow, goldm^ned dusters boist tbor oobsr eeat and 
diipky the aahesial fruit wiUtt. 

After partaking of tbe bonntifol ropast, I kastened agr 
itepstotfie hoosectf the DntAman, it being boiadioii 
distanee iUAsr. I soon entered tiie booee wiwe a cotw 
dial weloome greeted me from the oeenpant luawlt I 
took a seat in die xoom near the obtain, who waa seated 
a* a snnll table with ^^mjnbeer/' both of them bo^j 
engagM vi wmf^aog % ooosideKabfe qvantiigr of fine (pU^ 
dnst, aaranting to ssteral hundred d<dhrs. ITotwithr 
standir^ ^ polite attention that had been mani^^stod 
towards the captain and mjm)£j bj tUs nan of bnaneea or 
nerdiant, it ie to be regcetted that the aH)eUatiM of gett- 
Ummm ooald not be consistently aj^fed to bm, at ki«^ 
ao fiff as iemes^f was ooneemed, if judgment was to. be 
fimasd from the foUowing fiicts. After this larg^ ankpiml 
of gpdd had be^i weighed, (for largo it was eosBf]Mre4 
with what we had been in the habit of reoeiviqg in oi«r 
traffic with the aatiyes ahmg the coast,) and the vaijmp 
artiolefrof merchandise agreed nposi betweeu the ijjm^etk^ 
to be ^yen in ezdiange bj the c^)tain Ssxr the ^^yeUov 
dast,'' tbe iattw observed that he did m^ tbiek the gf/^ 
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ippoifM to be pemctij pur€. At tliitf flDDOiiiicettieiil) 
irfaidi seemed to iliroir eome daabts upon tiie integriiy of 
"Vie Dotdi ftMloT) Ate Istter flew into a Tioleiit* poflflioii 9idA 
med Terj abnshe language to the eaptain, irldch, instead 
of dajing the suBitteions he had eonoeiTod, not oeij 
wifefl to oonfimi liiin in iiie opbion he had fonned of flie 
impurify of tiie precioiifl metal} hut also led him to snj^ 
poee iiiat tUs pervon, iffao had been 8o tmeommonly kind 
and courteous before any business transactions had taken 
iihoey ifas nothing more nor less flian a knaye nnder tiio 
efiMti of a ffenHeman. 

It is well Imown b j those who erer visitod iiie coast of 

Oainea, and have seen the natives gattier Hke gdd from 

fte bottoms of ibeit running streams as abore desciibedy 

fliat eyeiy rin^te grain or parttde^ howeyer minute, thus 

obtdned in fUs part of Africa, fe generally found in its 

{Mure, vir^n state, almost wiAout any aBoy or nnxtare 

whaterer. Therefore, when it is receiyed from fte hands 

of 1^ negroes by tiie European reridents, ite purity may, 

kk file majority of cases, be depended on. But, eyen tfien, 

the white settlers or fiictors wi& not always trust to the 

honesty of the blacks, for Hiey inyariaUy test lite quality 

of Ae goid by an uTterrinff deareher Hiat neyer foib to 

ffiscoyer I9ie decepl^, if any be practiced. If there be 

fbe feast alloy or mixture of otiier metals witlitfae precions 

lAost, it matters not how artfoHy colored or fisguised in 

'Order to resemble t&e latter, this wiO soon bring it to l^ht. 

^Ebe att-powerful detector used in such cases to prevent 

t^at, imposition or loss, is ^aquafortis.'* ISie actions of 

-fte Batdbman, as above related, at tlie mere suggestion of 

fhe captain <^ the supposed impurity of the valuable arti- 

ele lie was purchasing, having fidly conviiwed lite latter 
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tint he was about bmng dnpod by nt artfid, 
person, whose onlj object was to acomniilate wedA, how^ 
tirer dishonesaj obtaiiied; and bebg abo eownneed in his 
own mind that a great portion of the yellow metal before 
him was net gold, hot so nearij resembling it that uom 
bat an experienced eje could peroeiTe the diS^eiioe, and 
mnst have been snbtDitted to some process of his own, as 
it was 80 artfbllj colored, determined tibe c^ytssm at onoe 
to pat it to the test. 

White the Dc^ichmaa oontinned to ^ve Tent to Us pa»- 
fflon in sudi a rode, boisteroiis manner, tiie captain re- 
mained seated at the taUe, firm, cafan and coHeeted daring 
ttie fit of anger, not d^gning eren a reply, bat regardii^ 
him all the time with a withering lode of soom and coo* 
tempt. Pero^ving that the yankee captain was not to be 
fin^tened by his tinreatening and blustering appearance, 
he finalfy cooled down a littie and began to i^okgise lor 
his strange conduct and abosive language* Now had th6 
time arrived for the fivmer to pat this wily trader to the 
blnsh, if sudii a thing were possible. The gold haviiK 
remaiimi near the captain, (who had not aSowed it to he 
toaohed daring tUs angular scene,) he took an earthflQ 
bowl within his reach, emptied the dust ioto it, and takiqg 
a bottle of aquafortis &(un his podket, soddenty pooled 
tfaccontents into the vesseL The action was perfi>nned 
so qwky that the Dutdanan had scarcely an onx>rtom^ 
to peroeiTe his intention. The active fluid soon comm^Bbe- 
ed its woik mpoa the ba$e metal min^^ witi^ the gold, 
and in a very few minutes proved, by tan^ble and oocidar 
d^Donstration, tiiat nearly one half of the yellow metal 
was nothmg but worthless tradi! The residue, howeTer, 
was pore, virgin gii of about tweniy^three carats fine. 
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vaMnling ta a IMe more than tiiree himdred doDan^ 
iriiidi was mafy separated from tiie otber metal blacken* 
tad by the acpafertis, as gold is not afieoted in Hbe least by 
this aUrpenrerfbl test, biit stiil retabs its bri^t ydbw 
ttikft. Thus, by this sure &nd certiun me&od did tl^ 
elMating Datdbmaa's treasured wealth vanidi into thin air. 
At least one h^f ci ihe contents of tibe precious bowl for 
which he expected to reoeiTO a very pretfy litUe sum, 
proved to be no more than so much dross! Therefore, 
instead of reoriring for the firmts of his villainy nearly 
aeven hundred ddlars, as he had expected, he was o<»n- 
peUed to take a trifle ov^ half tliat amount, besides tbe 
mortifteaticn of ofering a thousand apdo^es to tbe ca{>- 
tain for tiie decept»>n practiced towards him. 

Howevwr, notwithstanding the ungentlemanly and dis- 
honest conduct of this European trader in the above trans- 
Mtim, the captain thou^t it best to overlook the affiw, 
m die man himself appeared to be so greatly mortified 
and afqMurently adiamed of tiiie act. Subsequently, he 
fwndiased d tihis very trader on tiie shores ol Afika, a 
quantity of ivory and many otber articles of value at quite 
reaeonaUe prices. Peribape the consciousness of goflt 
tmgnamg in the bosom of the Dutdiman, caused him to 
ghre better bargains to the captain ilian he otherwise 
would have done. Be this as it may, the latter Imd no 
cause of conqdaiat afterwards wfaSe at Ehnina, ^tber as 
vegarded bufriness transaetions or acts of mefe courtesy 
towards htm by this ftoreigner. In fietct it seemed as if he 
wrnre even more kind and assktaous in his attentions, botii 
to- H^ ci^Mnin and myself, than when we fint entered his 
dweflii^ Thus do we find, on every part of the habitsr 
ble i^obe, men oi a similar charactw to the one above 
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dMrikedL Now, fltoadmg fim Md eviek fik»^<<«hft adt 
4ki* daies Ae item," fik* tki Dirtmhaw aft 1h» mm 
aDggettaoo of * donbt a r^Mom to kit iatepiigr; tm%- 
pliiiit and bending liike the nod whoi il is Ant 1m i 
or adTMiAiige. Duiiig ov v^ ai BmM, Iho 
goMfaUy kft tiie ▼««»! in the nofning and toinvMd o«L 
boaid «« Mi^^oendbg oi; b tki OMiM of tJbo 4^ iriUt- 
0r«r artUes were poidiaaed ai this Mtflo aotUomant.. In 
tlMao daily yioli I oeMoa fidkd to nooonpaiqr tke- oa|»t^ 
tmd ao wo made ttM Dukek tradar't reaidenae'ov plaoo of 
reaort, wo wore alwajs, 9ffftneeatijy heutiij woloMod ai- 
anj time wo ebeao to entnr his abode. Wbile Iko raptiin 
wao engaged in bnaiBeoi, I woald somelinee wander dqfwm 
to tiie bendi and waMi ibe nativee in Aoir oanoaa aa ikt$^ 
pnl. off for thmr fiebing oaonniena; er retnmina la4a» 
with tbefar apeib, «brow Aeir litfo eaigM of Ao Ihv 
tribea tkey hnd oanf^t, tliw brigM and dhr«7 sentoai 
g^Moring in the aim, and others of rainbow hues, upaa tho- 
golden Bands. 

SoM ladan with firoit jnst gathered 6oBi tba troo^ oiMik 
aa orangos, bananas^ plantains, and o acon n n >s » woie aii 
imterrals lawAnd hj their respeetive ownois mto tho! 
SBMth wntar tiumg^ the havnikas and tiiqr wttfokta Aafe 
wift gsatle sormiringi broke npon tho share. Onoo^.Ott 
the booooi oC the bosTont flood, the HtOe bmioi seen skia^ 
aaed acroaa its mhrarod snr&oo^ and diarhargnjl their* 
UmdM nfoa the dedks rf the afaipph« in the todbtwid. 
BwasapkMingaigktto behoUthM omqCA&msob^ 
their Fttoni from the shq^ing in tho ofing, doMr 
oanoes wiM the boMh, and wilh happf 

owl soBM trilling artieles they had reeeivod in 

for their frnit, weodkg thM wny hoMraDda tn their Httk 
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purred some 4ifk$ooo aad ft ftw pifes, wiule apotkei^ 
Ml dUMWft ft jftri <« #wo «f ooftTM bifte ooUon, ft Jottfe, 
«r «««a ft ibri^s ^' ^'''^ <^ 9^><^ ^^ beads. 

flM inlk iriiefl such m ti^M, cfid time nqpfe, inof* 
Ibttdte peofiie'ieeiB'eoiititti. Eor hoini liftve I wfttobed 
Utern, Migigid in tUt BumMr going front and letening ie 
tke ahife* Aa ike Saropenn or Ameiican aaikfa landed 
fron Hwir boftto, and mi^^ as it were wA these A&i^ 
oiDS, I heatd ne sodi opilihats used towatda them 90 cona^ 
m&a m <mr 01m oemtrj in ovr Batife cities. The jdly 
nons of Neptone in geiunral, so far as I saw, treated theni 
in ft very civil mannor. WonUL ihat tihey were ahmjs 
treailed tlnisl Hben iai|^t Hmj he neonnged to take ft 
gland in the scale of liainm^y as U^ as the prand and 
kai^tj of cor race, many of whom kok apon Ae poor 
negro with contsoqpt and place hhn npon n level with ttie 
hrate! 

In wandering aloi^ the even, sandy shore, the dmrts of 
tfcelbrest, or in ttie somlm dude of its retreat hmn tibe 
wmf9 of ft lissaiaflnan, was to me |deasant and defij^itfoL 
i cenU Bsta^ imdktaibed by Ae foot of ihe intmder, to 
ike mnsic of fte foaAo re d waibkrs as tfiey hopped from 
spiuy to spmy , and be gratified wifli the liqi^igs of tim 
I iBlliag leftves aa they wnre kissed, and tremidrady mov- 
ad by itf ganUe towh of ft passing lephyr^i wmg. 

When Saannft waa first settled, the ndirfiitswtB w«in 
wmy MMh kodUed with the wild beasts that prowled bi 
Ac neiniiy. Among these were dephants, which tiioi^ 
in edmr parts are rendered docile and osefal, yet here 
Hm^ are seldom ever tamed. A trftreller in Us descrip- 
tasBcf Gmne%mtet«the Mlewisg st^ry of one of these 
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Miimab, which happened many yean preyions to oar 
Hing the very place of its occorrence. 

He says, ^ One morning an elephant came to IBmma, 
walking eaoly akmg the diore mider the hill of St. Jago. 
Some negroes were so bold as to go to him without any 
tinng in their hands: he soflfered them to enoompass him, 
and went qniedy along with titem mider momit St Jago, 
where (me of oar c^Scers shot him above the eye; bat tins, 
and the following shot whidi some negroes now poared <m 
him, did not even make him mend his pace, and he <mly 
seemed between wlnles to threaten the negroes, by pridc- 
ing ap his ears, which were of a prodigioas size. He, 
however, went on, and 8D<m entered oar garden. This 
drew several people together. He had broken down foor 
or five cocoartreee, and, in oar presence, he broke down 
five or six more ; when the strength he seined to ase in 
breaking down a tree, nn^t be filiy compared to &e forc9 
exerted by a man in knocking down a child of three or 
four years of age. White he stood here above a handred 
shot were fired at him, which made him bleed as if an ox 
had been killed. Bat this did not make him stir; he only 
set ap his ears, and made the men apprehend that he 
would follow th^n. At length a negro going softfy bddnd 
him, wantonly got hold of his tail, and was g(Mng to oat 
off a pece of it; bat tiie elejdiant giving the n^ro a 
blow with his trnidc, and drawing tnm to him, trod apen 
him two or three times, and, as if that was not saffident, 
gored two holes in his body wxtii his tadcs, large enoo^ 
fyr a man's doable fist to enter. He then let him fie, and 
even stood still while two negroes ventored to fi^tdi away 
the body, without oflfering to hart them. At length fl» 
elephant, after he had been aboat an hoar m tiie garden. 
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iriieoled aboat as if he intended to fidl on us, <m which we 
aU flew to the fijre door^ in order to make our escape ; but 
he fo&Qwed none ci ns^ but going to the badk door threw 
it to a great distance; then tonung from it, walked 
ttioagjii the garden hedge, and proceeding slowly to the 
nver by monnt St. Jago, bathed himself. Haying thus 
refreshed himself a little, he came oat of the river and 
stood nnder scone trees by some of our water^tobs, iriiere 
he also cooled himself, and then broke the tnbs in pieces, 
as he did also a canoe that lay by them. The firing here 
renewed, till the elephant at last fell; after which they 
on* off his tronk, which was so hard and tough, that it 
cost the negroes thirty strokes, before they could separate 
it, which must ha^e been painful to the elephant, since it 
made him roar, which was the only noise I heard him 
make. He was no sooner dead, than the negroes fell on 
him in crowds, each cutting off as much as he could; so 
that he furnished great numbers with food. Qliose who 
I»etend to understand elephant shooting, afterwards told 
OS, that we ou^t to have shot iron bullets; indeed ours 
were not only of lead but too small, and therefore, most 
of ihem had rebounded from his hide, and veiy few pene- 
trated his skull." 

. We observed at Ehmna, as well as at all the European 
setO^nents at which we had stopped along the coast, that 
the wives of the settlers, or any European ladies, if they 
had occasicHi to visit a nei^bor, even at a comparatively 
short distance, they were generally conveyed in a sort of 
palanquin similar to those used in the East Indies, and 
BUfported hy four negroes : the climate of this country, 
as I have previously stated, causing a peculiar languor to 
aftot the white r s o i don ts to such a degree as to render 
21* 
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tmndy Ubkmm* 

Htvoy in tkw iBtevfer of Aa otntryi it k ittdf^AM ieiF* 
enl kindi of irfld-eik» sobm of wUdi are apoitod lik> 
tipers, «id an Toy ieraa aad misilikHronk Atvm^ 
OMio 11 ttM oiroi-Mit, catted by Oia naliwi ''kankaA." 
IVgr geMraUy ^m and tsaie thflm btfoie Ib^gr tak» on^ 
dM nNuak from the bag: finr the mm the anml ia enragr 
ed, (aay the negroea,) praTioM to lUi .operatioa» the 
bettertriU be the oltek Thebag whiehoontaoathaov'-. 
et ae aaid to be largdBt in tfie laalea. The liquor of lAieh 
ihe oiTet eonaiata appeara te be eaoreted from rertain 
g^ida that lie between the oonfea that oooDyoae tha bag. 
fion wUoh thia peeahar aromatao m taken. We aaiv one 
of theae kind of chrei-oatB at Efanina^ in the ho«ae oC a 
reeidont It i^qpeared to be perfectly doeiK airi ooqld be. 
approaAed aa eaai^ aa one of our donafltia oata« 

Among ihe buds^ the crown-bird ia eertaanl^ the neat 
beantifidinplQmagaoCaDy other bird wn had aeea while 
cit thia eoaat. And thoae of Ghnnea, eqwciallj^ hmwath 
the bmsmg aan of the torrid aone, are conadared move 
YahaUe dian thoae foand frrtiMT to wialward, thw fimth* 
era being adorned wiih more brilliant and ridier fanaayand 
thetaftor crown apon the head being nmw elegant-in 
afipaaraMe. We pmrefaaaed one (^ dieae birdi at Sfaninay 
the&atfaeraof which diqihgred to the epa the moat aplea^ 
didy gotgaonsy and Taa^tted hnea the imaginttinn codd 
ooncaive. It waa nearly aa large aa a stodc, and Hm 
crgwn i pa t h eia » or toft npon the head, (from wfaidi canaa 
the bird takea its name,) waa of a bii^t and livdy blne« 
Some of them, haweter, ha^e thaaa crowBhfaatheaa of m. 
deep and brilliant red^ while odien aieof Adaih 0Ee«i. 
cok)r. 
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ne fbMiHM«M*dbnied1lle body ofihe bird we hfti 
hk oar poiseflnm, ireie Marty of tnt kuUgo Mm, wUto 
tiioBe «poK ttM node inreof 4^ MIO0I dtwiwg p»plo* 
Ihe iniigi wofo ftdonod witk tarip^olorod hoes, ^d and 
giMft pr^doMbMittg. Hm kag lidMiMthen ime of 1^ 
bri|^ Mid dio^ lod. Tboocf boMliM ftnOmv «w 
Mllfwphiok from ttw hi^ iFdiied Urd, to omwaal 
ttfeiir koids ai «Mr CMiralB and dano^ 

AitfKmr towM^tttim adabd parte of 4aiiiBea,daBRoiBg 
it » difMrimi m vaifwMy AdBttrod Ifaat Hie aatives of 
boAraeiM^al lOnM plaiM, are aeewMMd to aflBomUe 
erery Ofoiiiaig a* a snilable spot fer this purpose. AI- 
tbon^ ife TisiMd none of ihB td^fae or fUfaigss ndattd, 
ear bamMs oonfMBg us to tte sdaHAere, still, we had 
ep por iunHt ei of witeessbg speemeiis of tlMir maioier of 
danoing, «s at tiie ^^tbtmlif^ seene," wben the few Afii- 
eau we had en board so greattj annised as in their raried 
m o veaie ii ts on ttie ^'I^i fentaslio loe," which has been, 
as tiie reader wffl reoend)^, abeady desoribed. Bal, as 
the curious may be pleased wifli a relalmi of tt/o q)ort of 
those Ajonoaiis, ob toose occasioiiB ffheie great mflBoefS 
have as s emb led togetfnr on the laiid,^ I w3l relate the fei- 
Mwing from an eye witness. 

<«Ott meeting fer th^ fcxid cf aftiiMment, (says tiie 
wriler,> tiiey dress tliepnselves in tiieir best attire. The 
wommi hme a nnmber of sttudl boHs aronnd tiieir legs and 
aiddes, and tiie mm carry nudl ims in tiieir hands, made 
of tim taOi jof eiepiiants. Those who compose the danoe 
divide iftte couples opposite to each otiier, and flie dance 
coammieea by tiimr throwing tlnmselres mtb many wfld^ 
nmomom^ pesturesy advanemg and retreating, leapi^gy 
stamiing en #ie groand, bowhig tiwir heads to eaekottier 
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as tbey pass^ and Matte rin g aoaM sinaiga aeiae. Hie 
iiien then 0la^ €Mh oA^ atoraaiMj iQftfa IIm^ 
die woBdea lay brge eiralie dTstntw upon ike gfeiiiid,ii^ 
which tliey first jamp and danee rooad tiieoa, Umb tfmnr 
Hiem «p into fte air, and cateh them with thsir hands* 
Thus they ^Tori tiMaselrea Jbr aboat an bow, wlmi Aejr 
break op the danoe, mi retom to their respedm hafaita^ 
tions. In some towns, they hate pahic danoos, mstitated 
by order of their laaag^ wfaieh are held amraa&y fear og^t 
snceesdve days, when peo^de <^ botfi sexes resoii to it 
fitnn aB parts of the eonntry. TUa is.eaBsd the damdnff 
seMon, nd the greatest i^rthand festivity is preaeT?ed 
during the whde time of its eontiiiaaBee." 

Their manner of fij^itmg idien engaged in aotnalwar^ 
is as sh^iolar as their danoes, ^Ijibatfle with their eDe* 
miee they engage withoat paying the least attenlMi to 
(Mrder. Eadi eoaunander has his men okee togett»r in » 
crowd, himsolf being ]daoed or hid in the nwkt of ihem^ 
and thns one body of men attadcs their ojqMsing foe. In 
case a few are k^ed, the rest immediatdy nm away, mif 
less sarronnded by the enemy; and so natural is eowardioe 
to them, that when one officer sees another enthralled^ 
instead of advancing to assist him, he eoosoHs only Ua 
own safety by a speedy fl^it. They do not stand npri^ 
in battle, bat stoop that the ballets may fly over thrir 
heads. As socm as they have disoharged thefar gons^ iingr 
innnediaMy ran back to k>ad them, and then ratom and 
Awwrnis thrir fire. They «e very dezteroos m the oae of 
ihdr wavfike implements, whether nraskets, sabrea, lanees, 
or shields, or bowe and arrows." 

^ As these people never keep any acooant of tiaae thabr 
age eaanot be aaeertaiBed. When they bej^ to decline. 
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Oieir eobr £bk1m, aoMl loses a great port of its Uacknebs; 
tt«r hair tnxns grej, almost appiroaobing to idiite, and 
ttMskm bseomes yeiy nmck irrfaikled. He women in 
particolair, haye ibe most disagreeable aspects. 

^Idl caees of aduUery the negroes of the interior are 
more r^d in exacting a penalty for ihe crime than tiioee 
ci 4iie coast. No^Mng less, in general, than life irill sait- 
isfy the partj oflbnded; though the punishment is some- 
times nntigsted by yirtne of an enormous pecuniary con- 
sidesalion. 

^< On the death of any <Hie, the illations and friends 
immndiately assemble, ud, sorroanding ihe corpse, ex- 
press Ihe most hideous lamentations. They th^ wrap fte 
body in an old cotton doth, and pot it into a oaSta made 
of it» baric of a tree, covering Uie &ce orer with the 
ddn of a goat. In this manner they expose it in the open 
air ftr half a day, the fSftvorite wife sitting by it aU the 
time, and mbtnng the face with a wisp of straw. If Ihe 
deceased is a woman, the husband nses the same ceremo- 
nies. Daring this time tiie nearest relatioi» appointed on 
the oooasion sing moamfiilly,^uaLd beat ihdr gongs, till the 
beamrs come to remove tiie body, and every thing is 
ready ler tiie procession. In the interior, however, an 
oU w(Hnan goes frmn hnt to hnt, and collects something 
for the foneral charges, towards whidi every penxmin the 
town (»r vfllage is obliged to contribnte in proportion to 
their cireomstanoes. Witii ihe money thns collected tiiey 
pnrdttae a cow <»r an ox, which tiiey present to tiie priest 
for perfomang the fimetioos of his office. TbiB beast the 
priest sacrifices, and sprinkles tiie ^Fetish'' of the de- 
ceased wiih ilB blood, winch with Asm is considered as a 
ppofitiatory sAring for tiie dead. Ae prensas 
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nyang and dao0 avoad it; fcr • ibori tfaw, aAif ivUdi 
itkMniid to the pfM by mm; b«t MtywouMH m# 
tdfared to altaii M iwwBiM. Ike du^ or imrito 
njfe Mlb iiMiiilitlily aAnr tfie ooifie, Mi if ti» 4^ 
OMMd bt • wottM&i the kaibMd gd^Mbivt tt^M ««kir' 
ttiabeiBgiMmittodtoattmd. When they ooiM to d» 

phM of I I I I i> *e brfy ii i MMiiiito ty hai toiht 

ff^ffj ipMeii ii gnmmHj Mide ebMi<wg fcefrieq^ ikis 
enokeed widi (rtakee, and of«r it tlwy xaiee a abed m m^ 
erii^(K> tibat neltter nm mem beaeta oaa aoiae near it. 
Wkan Aa bady 11 deiMitod, like uramoft ovaep b«Malk «kto 
abed» aad nmem Omk l a w ea tartna e bynay ef mm M J a d im 
fiMmvaB* Xhay tkoft niee a^aqoM haq^ of earth af«r 
tba body, Oft ivbiik they ky the prhMiMl teolB Md i^^ 
HMtiiiiedby tha dai wod m bk life thne^ aa alR^ Ui 
ek*« aftd weapiMw The tAmA of the dateok, tfaa 
bri^ thekpiks^irhkh they eUher kyk^ gtorvaror 
plaee o?er k, as tokena ef their afieetkn." 

A elM^iaa^ Oft tintkg the eeaat of Qdbea, k gMMdfy 
atraek wHt aaipvke a* the angakr a ppe aiaae e aNse ef 
the aatkae preeent^ atoMd aa they aea with oiaameiito ef 
iim, eepper, aOfer er gM. We aaw naay of them^ ef 
both aena^nith thek bair ^woal toFktod iirta Ihe inriif 
of ito^Utoea the top atti iide of the head, atri to aaelrof 
ihaea o«k was attaehed eome figari or other, re pt w wl - 
ing ifthaak of mkiia kkda, aa a fion, tiger, kop ai rd, er 
ekphifti; and thoa|^ saaidbetared by the negroee 
adtea, theea Utile kMgea of giM, rilfer and eep|)er, i 
the hasdiwerk of these peopk,eaoh liltk figoi^ being a 
Sht apeoMSft af the aannal k iraa dse^aed to i 

Oftthe anasel SMS ef thai 
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or p«e gd^ i)£ ooMUtnkfe ntat, iM» j«« alwT» tlMk 

befe tJMit jii^l>d i»<h<y twHtea." H(Mr*Ter,ki»difi0rit 
to ptwwirli any flf ilMae AftkuM to ptt* iriik Aair 
nl— hk tainketi. IWy «ltwab tlutt afaMd m mdi 
w-tiM7 4o Ikeir JMeiMy and HMnftre will aot bartor 



91eflftaigfelarp«dfl»l»T» kvt 
nvm M My va Imtb m Mir ovb 4Mniij> ** Irapda^ 
fer liiiMnff, is pmfahed utth daalh, Afacwij^ Aa Bwribnr 
Mp«^ by pipEing ft hMvy int. When flM»» 
pMMd, Jm it Aali yc wd to like raaoalioMry irk» 

lage^ uliere lie makes him kned down ; tken, bending Us 
hMdlfer«wrd»l»ilmilsftS{Mr(sbi0^ bodj. This 
doii^ hs s«*» off his hmdifiai ft hakhe^Mid dmdhg ^ 
bodgristolKir ptt«B),lMl«eilSBfosedtotitf biHstf lbs 



If^bmgi SBOft ft fl(y«Mhiii« iPiUsge, soms disliimii to 
feensvd id Ehmnft, also inhabitod bj tte Dnish, was Ae 
see«ft sC ft toaffsdy which sa«sad its distriistisiu li Wfts 
•s Mlows;^ ^ Thft Potoh had ones a fMtorj hers, a^d 
WMis grsftdy vsqMtod bgr theiiatitss ; b«fe dittiag thshr 
Btojh ft iffsliftflMy ohpettmstaaes hftppsoed, o o sasi o fts d by 
the kdesevetioft of the piiiMsipal iaetor> thai enthrely etev^ 
tfaiewthen. I^if lastfiMtorhtti^ftvitifaitpasaiiMiibr 
Qfts <rf tfaensgro goveniM^s wiras raviflhed her^ whiekss 
enmgpd the oqwed hssband^ thai heea«e with a body ef 
irmsd bm^ and vessbed to kill tik» adnUsrsr, whs bsv^ 
rar^esssfsd en bsstd ftdMqsbvi in bii fii^was se 
wowded thai he died. The ]>itdb esispsiiy's 
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gneral on Hud ooitt, Boi being ngjUfy infanned of the 
fmmy iaai a rm» A ftrnxt Ehna, irell maoMd and eqnip* 
pod, to Bemn, inA, sbict ord«n to lOTengt Ao nnadocv 
ThoM ioUie» io otntohed tiomt o(»ntekm, tbut thoy 
Ulod, or took prMOMns, ofoiy patMn in tke town ^tmlk 
oodd not oioapo. The king being infonned of tiiiBf an4 
tbe oooaakm of ilie mananoie, commanded the n ogreg a v i 
enor to be farong^ before him, and tho«ig|i he had done 
noflnng but whftt aeemed ri|^, in deAnding the hooer of 
hie hfaSij^ yet the Idng caseed him and his whole nee to 
be pot to deatti in the moat onel manner. The dead 
bodies of theee miemMe wretohee were esipoaedi to b# 
devoured by the beaiie, and their hoaaes were raaed to the 
gnwody with ttrict cnders that they aboeld nerer be r»« 
bdlt" 

Thus hate the Bnropeans th^nsdvee, been tiie meana 
of oaaeing many flerionfl tragediee to be ^laeied on thie 
coast, sinoe ttiey first virited it; and it wiU be always aoi 
wliile nnprinoipled and unfeeling men oontinne to traffic 
with the African for no olfaer motire than to ensIaTe his 
peraon, or robhim of his goUL 

The marriage oeremoniee of ihe natives, (we were inr 
fintned,) are neaiiy the same along the Gold and Tootfi 
coasts, as they are m &e towns and Tillages of tiie co«n* 
try fiiHher to leeward. << (hi the day af^MMuted for Urn 
wedding, all the Idndred on both sides meet at the hoaee^ 
or hnt, of the bride's fiAer, where an entertanmeni is 
provided, consisting of all the luzories they are able to 
obtain. The parties are aSaneed by one of their prieatSi 
who goes throoj^ o^rtain forms, hy muttering seme xamt- 
UIBigiiB words to his '"Fetish," after iAMl they are pro- 
noiQoed man and wife. Upon this, a great 
foUows, and ihey depart to iheir rospectiye homes.'' 
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On no part of &6 coast, that we liad Tinted, clid ife 
fittd Bach a variety of fruit, aad eadi speeiM lA sudk per* 
fedioii, 80 at Bmina and yieimfy* Here, everj kiad tiial 
the cotmtry prodnees, groiws to an enonnoaa aie, and of 
&e iBost delicioQS flavor. Some of the clwters of plain 
loaiis and baiuaias that we saw, were afaaoet SHffident to 
bear a man down wi& their wei^t. But among all Hyb 
friutsthiit we had seen in tii» parted Africa, 1^ ^^ anan*,'. 
oommonlj called ^^ pinen^pi^," with ns, was by £ur the 
most delbions. The specimens of this fruit exposed ft» 
sale in the markets of New-York and Boeton, brov^ 
teem the West Lidia Islands, are really insignificant, 
compared with those grown to fiill maturity in this part 
of Africa, neariy under tiie line. When fully ripe, 
tfaey attain an enormous size, the body of ihe fruit b^ig 
m large as a melon of good dimenrions, and weij^ing sev- 
eral pounds. Probatdy in no other part of the known 
world, is the anana found in such frdl perfection as in this 
hnniriant climate, near the equator. In fiiot, one of tiiese 
ananas, of the largest size, would be sufficient to satiate 
the i^petites of three or four persons, with its ddicioas 
and cooGng pulp. 

All the authors who speak of the <^ anana," style it tiie 
^ king of fruits ;" tliey say that besddes its excellent taste, 
which makes it deserve tlmt name, it carries on its top the 
ensigns of the royal dignity, in a kind of crown, composed 
«f flowers, or blossoms, and indented leaves, of a brig^it 
and shining red. It is difficult to ^ve a desoi^on of 
die beauties of this fruit, when se^^ nearly at matwify, 
growing m this part of the globe. 

An autii(»r in speaking of it, says : ^ The fruit grows 
on % stem f^B a feet hij^, surrounded with fifteen or six- 
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toott kavw, a» hng as 4lMe of «arJbonB, sad tai ahi^ 

iiiniliollowaib»wUMIe,iaiaiiii0d ott bo«k rideiivi* 
WMj siMvp Ammu Tlie fi«h aiim fim Hie iaUa» tt 
«lMM]6ttm,andi8 8(Metinetcf AenwrfattMlo^ Ite 
fbmk pratty oHMh Uke tturti ofifaB piM^oone^iti riarf 
being ooaqmed of oompMioMiitB, Biade •o ite ^ i whwtu 
N^OJQg OM be BOM wgDifiiMil tftfoi the eahyn ft k 
pMilad wkh* Iti eeriee are green, bonierad irift a tM^ 
oalkm color; die pound is jeUow, and to adorn it Hm 
nmre, from eaeb eeale arieee a miMJl flewoF, of a parpla 
ookr, wbick fidk off as the frutt npras; on the top is A^ 
erown, die eiittga of iti royal digDitj.'' TheeMiiefladior 
obeerree, as if he oooU not say eiiong^ in idataon \a tbia 
frwt, ^'ftepidp of ttManana is so agreeable totibei^^ 
and of so OKittisite a tasfee, Ihat in order to gbro bsbm so^ 
tisB of it^ we shoaU laute in oor conoqition, a eooipowd 
of the flaTiNr of the most exquisite frails. Ik is said ^' 
hafrs soBsediiag cf ttie peadi, tiie str a w b err y , the iMMHir 
dine grape, aad of the reuDet^tpple, whidi attogeiher oom^ 
peso a taste ibr delicaoy beyond expressioiL'* 

^^ The wine made of ananas is afancst eqasl to aiabassj 
At the sttd of tl«eeweek8,itt«ras,b«tif kbeh^aa 
many weeks IcHiger, it beo(»nes better than erw, but is 
more heady. It is alio said dut this friut is a aoaerdgn 
ronedy in many complaints. It ezhilerates the nmid, 
strengthens the heart and stomach, creates appetite, is 
good agMMt <he grayel and strangasry, aad is even an 
adnnraUe antidote agsinat poison.'' 

Lsbat, a celebrated traToUer, thus remailai in regard to 
the anana, as fi)and in its perfect state, in the climate of 
its natwal growtby wfaaoh is a few degress fimn the e<pia- 
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far. ''Bis eertik Aft* mwe ma weD joigerfilM 
gMfbie8i«rikbfrtti;,if hehasiiot (rfton twtodhwiha 
qiiiof itegrowih. With great cUffienliy iiiey h«ire bMn 
iaFodiie0d,b7me«Mi of hak beA^ n^ Holbydl, SMand, and 
mtiie Vreiieh Idng's gaidens ; Imt Mmj nvfw wold pro- 
aMe tbk firvk et&er of the like bulk oir flavor w Uch i<i 
natwaJBjr lias near the line. 

''The.flvrmref tUa frait whm aft ito aialiiritj^ is so 
sipaety jtii^y 'vinoin and re&eshiiig, tint it is eat with great 
piwome in hot oonntries, notwithstancbig ilie want of wp- 
psiils« It gyeaily hel^ digesiieii^ bj rsason of its yinons 
BtA fenaentativo ({nafity^ ivUdbi operitiM efl te arioosly, in 
tke dissehtioa of our food. It is, in a word, the most 
iriMescMM rf all &e fruits of the earth." He adds, ''I 
brought araie into Frames, whidi I had eaased t^bepre- 
]MMd witti lA unagiMble osre, b«t they seined to me no 
bettor than sweetened flax, in eonqwison to what tbej 
were in their natraal state." 

Even the cehfarated aathor of the ''Seaaonsy" in snftr- 
ing Us inwgiiifttioii to iwel among the wwdevs <^ the 
''torrid Bone," has not finrgotten the "anana." A few 
eitraetB froai this little work may not be inaf^nt^viate 
bare, as the descriptions are so graphic and beai^ifnl. 

*^]bw oomtt, bold Fancy, wptewl a daring iUg^ti 
And vkir tilt woodni of tbe lonrid lone: 

« • • • • 

Bocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines, 
nat on thd hig^ equator ridgj rise, 
Wbenoe omusj a bwsliBg stream auriferous plftys ; 
ICi^^tic woods, of tw^ry f jgsvoua greea, 
Stage above stage, Idfgti waring o'er the hills; 
Or to the far horizon wide diffused, 
A boundless, deq> immensity of shade. 
Bere loAy trees, to anofeBt song unknowB, 
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Tk» nobk Mni of polBB* h«U aad floods, 
Prone-mahing from the doiidt, rear high to heav^as 
Their thorny stemB * and broad around them throw 
Meridian gloom. Here, in eternal prime, 
UmMoikbecM frvits, of km, deHdous tmbb, 
ABd Tital tpiiit, diink mid the cUfi, 
And huming lands that bank the shaggy yalee^ 
Redoubled day, yet in their ragged coats 
A friendly joice to cool its rage, contain. 

** Bear ma, Pomonal to thy citron gfOTSs; 
To where the lenu>n and the piercing lime, 
With the deep orange, glowing through the green, 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclined 
Where high palmettos lift Aefar gimteftil shade; 
Or, stratch'd amid these orchards of tiMsnn, 
Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl, 
And from the palm to draw its fr«diening wine ! 
More bounteous hr than all the frantic Juice, 
Whidi Baodras poon. 

« « ft « « 

'mtiieis, thon best "^SMMiiM," thou the pride 
Of vegetable life, beyond whatever 
The poets imaged in the golden age : 
Quick let me strip thee of thy tufty coat, 
Spread thy aahrnsial stores, and feast wiA Jo?e I 

It win not, perhaps, be unaeceptable to tibe general 
reader to state a few more particulars in relation to tiie 
gold of this country ; the following extracts may not be 
uninteresting in this place, as they pve some idea of the 
difficulties that the natives themselves often have to en- 
counter, and the hard labor endured in the search for this 
so much coveted and precious metal. A writer, in de- 

•We saw sereral of these kind of trees aS £faBiiia» the Inuiks ef 
which were ** bristling *' with sharp thorns of nearly two inches in length. 
No animal would be Iftely to attempt the ascent of one of tbose 
singular trees. Near one of them we obsenred an ** ant-hill," aboni 
thx^ feet high, with thousands of laige white ants busily engaged m 
thebToeatkm. 
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scrilMiig the ^^ Child CoMi," ofaMnree : ^^ The aegroes of 
this eonntaryy on eome periB of the ooart, do nothing else 
but dire for thifl metal, and are brou^t up to it from their 
Tery infiuicy, and will stay under water so long that it is 
sesrce credible what is reported. In <Hrder to reach the 
bottom die sooner, Ihey plunge in with their heads directly 
downwards ; in their hands ihey have a flat piece of wood 
and part of a calabash, or gourd, with which tibey diye, 
and keep themsehres under water until they have filled it 
la&k a^ heaviest part of the sand, which holding upon 
tiieir heads with one hand, and swimming with the other, 
with incredible dexterity, tiiey bring it above water. After 
having got a sufficient quantity, or well tired themselves, 
they bring it on shore, where, in a bowl made <^ a cala- 
basb, they wash away the sand, by a handliil or two at a 
time, tiie metal always remaining at bott<Mn, which they 
call gfAi dust, and sometimes it has grains of di&rent 



^ The gold obtained near Axim,is esteemed the best on 
the coast, and is generally firom tw^aty-two to twenty- 
three carats fine, while that found in other places, is often 
very inferior. Some of it is Ibimd by the negroes on the 
tenks, or in the sands of the rivulets and currents, and it 
is IhsA which we commonly call gold dust, where there is 
more or less in quantity found, according as the nuns have 
feu upon those mountains firom whence these rivers, or 
currents, have their spring. 

<^ lliere is another kind of gold, called mine gold, or 
gM from the mines, of which it is reported there is a 
consideraUe one in the mountains of Tafou, about thirty 
leagues firom Accra. It seems ahnost incredible what 
some, who have traded on this coast, report coneeming 
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Iha M0Mi «r MM of «• pi#6M <ir gM\ ftMUd in W 
wnes. Tke IfaiHi wnri, k ifaai froai A«ini» and Fa^s^ 
irtMi 10 fc«»d ui the etrth, thil mini be deeply SMrehad 
inlcs lAd dog «p fliM, aoooHBiig t(> Ike veins. HUe goM 
ii enfy flrani iweaAjr te ivimily-^Bo evaAe. Hie goU 4b4 
ii«dkeftOiiie(ribeidB6ee&dtlieesHk,iitt9l refined bq# 
iradied tkorai^j^fy) when bcvij^ e^ beii^ by Ae negrooey 
to tMb wMi «be B«ropeM»» or elher MliMMi, ^ 
« il ii firaid, iMdi mekee H neeeMory ftr » peieoii t9 
Iwpe jmigumiyW^ odtjrefils goodMBB, bod eflke iM^ 
BMi ef Ike ere^ leet he k chealed. He imvt not be h^ 
fipeneiioeVy wc wm m gera. 

«^Ii k Stti, Iha* h the mterior ef Aftiea, irhete «e 
liiheeigoU viMi ebooad, Hie eowrtry ie benen and vast- 
eitthnlad, at are el pkeee irhere fhe preeieus nebd it 
eMabid k gre«l qaulittee. It k not eertiUy Itnoint 
k whal rnmmtt the Mgroea ^9 er irerk k tfie arinee, kr 
BMH^of tfaeae places remote fiKm the eoaet, bat that tknre 
k an* abosdaMe of geld, suffiekiiflj appeen ftoni what 
iMj eaekange eentknatty fcr merekMndHee aad irfia* Met 
nMee tkej mnt" 

Hie mM we aaw gathered almoet daBy, by Ike negroee 
al Btanfty was generalfy htoA k duet, xyt rerj amdl 
grama. The average amoimt obtained finom ike rmdet^ 
; new the aetlleiMiit, was, as tteariy as we eooM ae- 
r akoot half mt ouiee per day, to eMh kidhridaalf 
but even Ikk eomparathrely trifflag qoantity, proved hieni* 
tke te Ike EaropeaM who eapkyed tiiera, for these Uaeiv 
woie wtkfied to kbor ttiiie Ibr one or two yards ef bhie d^ 
whitebaftaa,or»few8trkgiof kagBttoaat gb» beads^ 
as sdBrient eoaipeiwatMii ht Hmr per dkm work. Tkb 
fsiidaal Bai^ieaiiSy howoTer, obtakMd the greater f»^^x)r- 
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mi6mB ot ^ istorkir eovntiy. And u the majority of 
Hie ipkitos istMd <til j to iwnoin i& Africa a flbort piviod, 
|br tiie p«tpo0e of aoqainng woiMi, the gold they nowM 
II fre^MDilj neltod into iagote and aeB^ hooM bj Ike «d« 
■yacrliva oimmw to ]iiiroiM> aaid uurettod k bank, or odi^ 
gtoftht Vksfp^ alaa! noTOr w^kxm to iiiear aaim iJiwttli/ 
to 01907 tbflir^ woaMn aftor makkig large reuMmom to 
Aeir teailioo far tkb purpMo^as tho oiiroaio genotalfy 
IWfea fiitol to tiia wUto kihabltiiito, be^ 
li)«g on iJrioiii soft. 

How IiMe k known, oMa at ilio pr ea mt dagr, of tha 
tow MWitti 1^ douUloHi, He ooMoaled k tte bowda of 
Afria'a moyatoksl We atoad apen ttie aea ehMre aad ba*^ 
l^dld the qparkling watora of her riTalato waak down witib 
the aoil, ker aanda <rf i^ttteriu^ gold. Bai eo«U we gaw 
iffoa the pKedona and keetkiabk geoMs m ker hiUa and 
bar nmaaa, on the bocden of her fiYon and alreaiaa, aa 
ibajf aie waibed bj the haafy. rake and eipoaod to tba 
l|g))i of di^.how brillmt and during wovdd b^ 
Pertiapa, for ages yet to oome, the eye of nan amy never 
be panattted to.see them ; peikapa no other ayea, eave ilie 
IMaee beeets that frequent tkeae eolitndea, will Snat ba» 
kddthem. 

. Whoa we laflee^ upon the ead and mokneholy irte of 
dmoat eveiy tnayeUer who has ondeavofed toeeqdora tha 
kterior of Afnoa, we may say wilh ooofidenoe tiial her 
djpmntidi and otb^ gems, her gold and silver, msyi 
to the end of time k tibe pkeeaof tkeir deposk,i 
and nnfistaarbed by the kaml <^ any of imr raoe* Oeoa- 
siaaally, it is tme, some of Afrk's ebon sons, wko ohanoa 
to wander o'er &e barren wastes where gold abounds, and 
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limrnhig its Tiliie in tl^ir xutoroooiM wkli their bretliraii 
of the coast, take it with them in small quantities, ta bar- 
ter away for a few European trinkets. * And what is this, 
oompared with what mi^t be obtained, were the white 
man in posBeaakm of these moontains and riyers of Africa! 

It would seem that the Creator has deogDed that the 
intericMT solitodes of Africa, shotdd never be explored by 
any of the European race. Park, dappjurtcm, Mijor 
Houston, BelKmi, the Landers, and yarious others, hftye 
attempted to discover, at different periods of time, fdlow- 
ing in each other's steps, the hidden sources of her mi^^ 
rivers. But, alas 1 how litde have they bean aUe to in- 
form us ccmceming them. How miserablj did most of 
them perish, a short time after thej commenced their re- 
searches on Afric's shores ! 

^ The first European traders on the << Gold Coast," (ae 
called,) received large amounts of g<dd and nlver from 
the natives who came on board vessels for the purposes of 
traffic. These precious metals were then purdiased from 
these people, for the merest trifles ; such as small i»eoefi 
of ir(m, painted glass, knives, hatchets, glass beads, and 
the like, so ^lat one of the first English st^ps whidi traded 
along these shores, in the time of Queen Elizabeth, brou^t 
away the large quantity of one hundred and seventy 
pounds w^gM of gold dust ; the goods wherewith the same 
was purchased, not amounting, as then valued in England 
bendes the charges <m board, to above two hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling, whereas the gold, at that tame, was 
w<^th above fourteen thousand pounds. 

The profits made by this one vessel, in trading for gdd 
at the time above stated, was more than twelve times as 
much as we received in trafficking with the natives for 
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the same article. The number of vessels that now fre- 
quent the places along the coast, in order to traffic mih 
the Africans, renders it difficult for any single vessel to 
obtain a very great amoimt of the yellow dust. Besides, 
the blacks being better acquainted with the value of the 
precious metalj demand now, frequently, very exorbitant 
returns in exchange for it. The natives of this part of 
Africa being, also, in ahnost daily intercourse with some 
vessel or other, as it anchors opposite their little towns or 
villages, find no difficulty in bartering away all the gold 
they can obtain to much greater jidvuntage than formerly, 
and receive, likewise, in return, a far greater variety of 
articles, and of such kinds as are a thousand times more 
valuable to themselves, as they are more useful. The ac- 
tual European residents, who remain at the settlements, 
have the best opportunity of making a lucrative business 
hi trading with these people. Their almost daily commu- 
nication with the people of the interior country, enables 
them, In a great measure, to monopolize the trade that 
would otherwise fall to the shipping from various parts of 
the world, visiting these shores. 

In the next chapter I will state a few facts in relation 
to gold, and other things, perhaps, as interesting, before I 
resume the " narrative of our voyage." 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



A WRITER says, in speakmg of tiie gdd foand in differ- 
ont countries, ^^ It is disputed by some, wheUier gold be 
not found as well in mines and rocks in bnik, as in dust ; 
bat iliis is now oat of all doubt, it being freqaent to see 
lamps of gold taken oat of mines, tliat shall wei(^ seraral 
oanoes, and contain very little imparity. A few yeani 
rince I remember to have seen ahnnp of such gold, whidi^ 
'if I recollect right, weighed foar or five oonces, in the 
possession of Charles Hayes, Esq., Ihe depaty governor 
of the late Boyal A&ican Company, of iki^and, whidi 
he assured me he broo^t from Goinea, as it was tak^i 
oat of Bome of the mines by Uie negroes." 

^^ I have seen, (says another author,) one entire lamp 
of pare gold, as it came from tiie mine, of an oance wd^^ 
though it is not usually found in such large jaeoes, not bat 
tiiat I have seen enougjh to convince me tliat in some places 
it is found in the middle of the hardest stones." 

^^ A supercargo brought home from a voyage, a stone of 
about a pound and a half weight ; it seemed to have been 
beaten off, or parted by violence from some oUier stone to 
which it formerly grew ; it was full of crannies of clefts, 
was colored or veined like marble, and was very ponder- 
ous ; it had several small branches of pure gold, lying in 
tiiese chinks, or crannies, and shooting out from them, and 
fit>m other rougjh shaggy parts of the stone ; all which 
rendered it the greatest natural curiosity I ever met with ; 
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the gold it contained ww yaloed at five pounds ten ehilr 
lings sterling, though there was scarce the worth of (m» 
ponad in sight" 

Although we saw no pieces of gold of any condderaUe 
sbe, in our intercourse with the natives <m the Afiricaa 
coasty still iliere was no doubt that many of the European 
residents had often purchased of tlie negroes, who came 
fnm the inland parts of the continent, lumps of vexy large 



Since we visited Afiica, I <mce saw in Boston as angu- 
lar a specimen of gold as any I ever heard described. 
The gentleman who had the good fortune to possess it, was 
a resident of New-York. He obtained it in trading <m 
&e shores <^ the Pacific, in America. Its eliape some- 
what resembled a man's hand open, wiili the excepticm of 
the deficiency of the middle fing^. In the pahn, there 
were partially indl>edded two or tluree pebbles of quarts, 
not mudi larger in dimensions than a commonHsiied pea, 
while firom the palm branched out, or ramified apart fix»n 
eadli otiber, spurs of irregular thickness. From the pecur 
liar aiq[)earance <^ this wonderful production of nature, it 
seemed to be the opnion of every one who beheld it, that 
by some eruption, tlie metal had been melted, and while in 
a state <£ foskm, the quarts fell into the mass, and thus 
remained firmly, as it were, in the matrix, after it became 
cooled. The largest pebble was sligjhtly tinged with a 
lunt ^ colour du rose." The weight of this piece of gold 
was a fraction short of three ounces, includiug the pebbles, 
the latter, probably, not acceding a quarter of an ounce. 
The value, by standard weigjht, was nearly fifty ddlars, 
the g(dd being about twenty-one carats fine* 

An Ihgjash writer, Dr. Brown, observes,* ^^ They have , 

* Philosophical Transactions, No. 98. 
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worlced in flie gold mme at Gremaiii, now upwards €i 
nine hundred years. The mine is seyeral English miles in 
length, and about one hundred and sixty &th<Hns deep. 
Of the orej some is white, some Mack, red and yellow. 
It is not rich enoa^ to admit of any proof, or aM»€y^ in a 
small parcel, to find the proporta<Hi of metal it contains ; 
but Ihey pound a very large qoantily <^ it, and wadi it 
in a little river ronning nigjb the place. The whde rirer, 
being divided into several cuts, nms over the <Mre ccmliii- 
naDy, and so washes the earthy parts firom the metalline. 
T^e common yellow earth of the comitry all abont, thoo^ 
not esteemed ore, affords some gold, and in one {dace, I 
saw the side of a hill dug away, which had been cast into 
the works, washed, and wrou^t in the same manner as 
pounded ore, with considerable profit." 

Another author thus remaiks, in relation to the mines 
of South America. ^^ It is generally understood that ol- 
ver is the peculiar wealth of Peru, and the Spaniards have 
also gold mines there. There are also two washing-places 
fi[>r gold, in the south part of Peru, near the frontiers t£ 
Chili. About the year 1709, there were two surprvring 
large lumps of virgin gold found in (me of these places, 
one of which weighed thirty-two pounds complete, and was 
pordiased by the Count de Montoloa, then viceroy of Peru, 
and presented to ^e king of Spam ; the other was shaped 
somewhat like an ox's heart; it weighed twenty-two 
pounds and a half, and was bought by the corre^or of 
Arica.** 

^^ To find these lavadores, or washing-plaoes, they dig 
in the comers of a litfle brook, where, by certain tokens, 
tiiey judge the grains of gold to lie. To assist in ciurrying 
away tiie mud, they let a fresh stream into it and keep 
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tanking it ap^ that the current may send it along. Wh^i 
tiiey are oome to the golden sand, they torn off the stream 
another way, and dig with iheir mattocks, and this earth 
they carry on mnles to certain basins, joined together by 
small channels ; into these they let a smart stream of wa- 
ter, to loosen the earth, and carry all the gross away. The 
Indians, standing in the basins, and throwing out all the 
stcmes, the gold at the bottom is still mixed with a black 
sand, and hardly to be seen, tall it be farther separated. 

<^ In these wadiing-places are fomxd gold grains as big 
as Urd-shot, and in one, belonj^g to the priests near Val- 
paraiso, some are found from two to three ounces to a* 
pound and a half in weight. This way of getting gold is 
mudi better than from the mines ; here is no need of iron 
crows, mills, or quicksilver, so that both the trouble and 
expense are much less. 

<< The gold mines of l^til, which lie between Yalpar 
raise and the dty of St. Yago, are inunensefy rich. The 
gold here is found in a very hard stone, some of which 
sparkles, and betrays ihe enclosed treasure to the eye, but 
most of it has not the least sign of gold, but i^pears to 
be a hard, harsh kind of stone, of very di&rent cobrs, 
wme white, scnne red, some black. This ore, broken to 
pieces, is ground in a mill, by the help of water, into a 
gross powder, with which quicksUver is afterwards mixed : 
to this paste they let in a sharp stream of water, which 
haying reduced it to a kind of mud, the earthy particles 
are carried off by the current, and the gold and quicksilver 
preciptated to the bottom. 

^^ When this mud has settled a little, mto a sort of paste, 
they put it into a linen bag, and strain it very hard, by 
which open^n the mercury is driven out, or at least the 
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greatest part of it, and like remainder tiiey corporate by 
the help of fire, so ihat thej have all ike gold togefiier in 
a little wedge, like a pine-apple, whence it deiiTes ite 
name of pinna. In order to clear ttie gold from Ae ril- 
Ter it is first impregnated with, the Imnp most be ran, and 
Ihen the exact wei^t is known, and tiie true fineness ; ft 
is not done otherwise here. The wei^tiness of the gold, 
and the facility of its amalgamati<m with m^rcnrj, makes 
the dross easily separate from it ; this is an adyaotage the 
gold-miners have over those of rilver ; they every day 
know T^at they get, which is not tiie case of the alve^ 
'miners. 

^^ According to the nature ci the mines, and the rich- 
Bess of the veins, every caxon of fifty qnintals, or one hon*- 
dred wei^t, jields four, five, or six oonces. When k 
yields but two, the miner does not make good his expense, 
which fireqnently hai^)eim; bat he has sometimes good 
amends made hkn, when he meets with rich veins, for the 
gold mines are, of all mines, those whidh produce metals 
the most nnequally. They follow a vein, which grows wider, 
then narrower, and sometimes seem to be lost in a small 
space of ground. This sport of nature makes the mmers 
five b hopes of finding what they call the jmrsej being 
the ends of veins, so rich that they have sometimes made 
a man wealthy at once : and this equality sometames ruins 
them ; which is the reason that it is more rare to see a 
gold-miner rich, than a silver miner, or of any other metal, 
though there be less expense in extracting it from the 
mmeral." 

Thus do we perceive wherever gold mines have heefa 
discovered, either in Europe, Asia, America or Africa, 
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that those who seek for the hid ia-easore, find ahnost msiir- 
mooniable difficulties, in many places, in their search after 
it. For it seems to be a law of nature, that in whatever 
country the precious metals abound, in the vicinity of' 
those mines, the country generally has a barren and cheer- 
lees aspect, and is, also, unhealthy to the white race. Few. 
ihere are who can endure the labor, fatigue, exposure to 
Qxe weather, and the many privations of the gold-seeker ; 
and then how uncertain and precarious is his reward. 

We had pccular, and almost dsSlj evidence, while at 
Elmina, of the ^^ lottery,'' if I may so term it, there seemed 
to be in Ihe search for the precious metal. Amongst fifl^y 
to a hundred negroes ^dgaged lor hours, in a burning sun^ 
nearly up to their knees in water, while scooping up the 
sand from the bottom of the stream ; several, during all / 
IliiB time, would scarcely obtun a grain of dust, while an- 
o4ker, but a few feet distant,* mi^t succeed in getting, 
perhaps, more than an ounce. 

In short, if we take into the account the tedious labor, 
bodily suffering, and risk of life, Europeans, or the whites 
of any other nation have to endure, who seek for wealth 
in gold mines, I tiiink it would be found that in a majority 
of cases, the same number of persons, engaged in any 
other occupation, however humble, if steadily followed, the 
result, even in a pecuniary point of view, would be in fSetr 
Tor of tiie latter, with the additional ccmiforts of beii^ 
with iheir families. 

^ut alas ! there is a fSsuK^ination m gold more powerful 
than in the serpent that charms the little trembling bird 
into its deadly fangs. It has an efiect upon man more 
&tal than the deadly poison of the Upas ! The glitter- 
ing ore entices men from every quarter <^ our globe, and 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



892 VOYAGB TO THE WB8T COAST OF AFRICA. 

some, before thej have even been able to grasp a particle 
of the precious dust, when arrived at the place of its de- 
posit, after having traversed thousands of miles of oceans 
and seas, mountains and plains, wearied and exhausted, 
perhaps fiunished, lie themselves down to die upon a sterile 
and dreary waste, far away from friends and home ! Thi» 
is no imaginary picture, but a sad reality : and thus it may 
continue to the end of time, or while this precious metal 
retains the same value among civilized nations as at the 
present day. / 

I will state a few particulars in relation to the inhabi- 
tants of the Gold Coast, from the best authorities, and 
then resuine the farther narrative of our voyage. " There 
is a distinction," says a celebrated writer, " in the dress 
of these people, according to rank, but that of the women 
is far superior to that of the men. The lower class wear 
only a piece of cloth round the waist, and another be- 
tween the thighs, fastened with a girdle. The garments 
of the better sort, are composed of linen, silk, or stuff; 
they are made two or three ells long, folded round the 
waist, with the ends hanging down to the ancles. They 
dress their hair in a variety of forms, decorate it with dif- 
ferent trinkets, and wear ornaments in their ears, round 
their necks, and on their arms and legs. 

" The dwellings of the better sort, in the interior of ihe 
country, are built of the same materials as those of Hie 
common people, but are more lofty and spacious. The 
houses in general have small huts adjoining to them, most 
of which are divided into diflFerent apartments, by parti- 
tions made of rushes, bound close together : these apart- 
ments are adapted for their wives, each woman having one 
to herself. 
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^^ The poorer sort have only a mat to lie on, which ihey 
spread on the ground, and some of them cover themselves 
irith the skins of beasts. The better sort use quilts made 
of rushes, on which they lay a fine mat, with a bolster, 
and by it keep a large kettle with water to wash them. 
They aQ keep a good fire in their bed-room, to preserve 
them against the damp of the ndny season, and always 
lay with their feet towards it. 

^^ As to their diet, they prefer eiiher flesh or fish that is 
putrid, to that which is sweet and wholesome. Their com- 
m(«i food is a pot full of rice, boiled to the consistence 
of bread ; or, instead of that, yams and sweet potatoes, 
over which they pour a little palnM>il, and mix with it 
some herbs, and a small quantity of stinking fish. They 
take up their victuals with their fiingers, and eat it very 
greedily. They lay it on a mat on the ground, and sit 
cross-legged, leaning on one side, or else with both their 
legs under, squatting on their heels. The husband gener- 
ally eats alone in his own hut, and his wives separately in 
t]ieir8,-ezcept occasionally, when he invites his chief wife, 
or pays a visit to that which is his greatest £Btvorite. 

'^ The natives of the Gold Coast are, in general, of a 
a middling stature, and well-proportioned. They have 
sparkling eyes, small ears, and lofty eye-brows. Their 
teeth are very white, and tolerably well ranged. Their 
lips are red, and not so thick as those of the inhabitants 
of the other parts of Guinea. They are broad-shouldered, 
have large arms, thick hands, and long fingers. They 
anoint their bodies every morning with palm-oil, so ihat 
iheir skin is very smooth and sleek ; but exclusive of this, 
they consider that practice as very wholesome, and a pre- 
servative from vermin, which they are naturally apt to 
breed. 

22* 
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*^Ia Btature, the women are ratiher shorter than the 
men, but, in general, yery strai^t and well-proportioned : 
ihej haye fine, sparkling eyes, small months, and beantifiil 
teeth, their noses are rather higjh, and a little crooked, and 
many <^ them have long, cnrling hair. They are good 
honsewiyes, yery cleanly in their persons, and haye exc^ 
lent constitutions. They are, also, naturally sober and in- 
dustrious. 

^^ Their children are naturally of so strcoig a constitu- 
tion, that little care is required in nursing them. The 
poorer sort of women fasten them to their backs when Ihey 
go to their daily labor, and suckle them at different times 
by raifflng them up to their shoulders, and turning their 
breasts oyer to them. They take great pains m washing 
them eyery night and morning, when they rub them well 
with palm-oil, which makes their joints flexible, and greatly 
fooilitates their growth. They go quite naked till th^ 
are ten or twelye years of age, when they .wear a kind of 
clout, fastened around their middle. When they arriye at 
that age, the father takes the boys under his care, and 
brings them up to his own busmess. The ^Is are tau^t 
to weaye badcets, mats, caps, purses, and other things. 
The boys are chiefly brougiht up to fishing or agriculture.^ 

These people haye but few ceremonies in their mar- 
riages. The wife who is first ddiyered of a boy is distin- 
guished as the fiiyorite or chief; but this distanctkm iB 
sometimes attended with fatal consequences, for if the hus- 
band dies first, she is obHged to follow him, and be buried 
afiye in the same graye. 

AFrendi trayeller, who was once an eye-witness of 
this melancholy ceremony, has giyen the fi^llowing partic- 
ular description €i it. ^< Th^ head-man, or chi«f of the 
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village, dying of a hard drinkiiig'-bout of brandy, the cries 
of his wives immediately spread the news through the 
town. All the women ran there and howled like furies* 
IUlo favorite wife distinguished herself by her grief, and 
not without cause. However, as several women in the 
same case have prudently thought fit to make their escape, 
the rest of the women, under pretence of comforting her, 
took care to watch her so closely, that there was no means 
of escapng. The relations of the deceased all came to 
pay their compliments, and take their farewell. After the 
^ marabut " had examined the body, and declared he died 
a natural death, he, with his brethren, took the corpse, 
washed, dried, and rubbed it with fat from head to foot. 
After this they stretched it on a mat in the middle of 
tlie house. His wives were placed round it, and his fSetr 
vorite at the head, as the post of honor. Several other 
women make a circle around them. All these ^ideavoied 
to out-roar eadi other, tearing their hair, and scratching 
themselves methodically, like people who knew perfectiy 
the part they acted. Sometames they left off, and kept 
mlent ; at otiiers they repeated the praise and great ao- 
ti<ms of the deceased, and then began their lamentations 
aftesh. 

This mock music lasted near two hours, when four lusty 
negroes entered the dwellii^, took the dead body and tied 
it en a hand-barrow made of branches of trees, then lift- 
ing it on their Mulders, they carried it through the town, 
running as fast as they could, and reeling firom time to 
time as if they had been drunk, with a thousand ridiculous 
gestures, very suitable to the exclamations of the wives 
of the deceased, and the other women who attended the 
procession* In short, the noise was so great as neariy to 
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equal Grander. The parade being oyer, ilie bodj was 
taken from the hand-barrow, and deposited in its place ; 
after which the songs, and cries, and extravagancies of 
the women began again. During this the marabut made 
a grave, deep and large enough to hold two bodies : he 
also stripped and skinned a goat ; the pluck served to 
make a ragout, of which he uid the assistants eat ; he also 
caused the tavorite wife to eat some, who had no great in- 
clination to taste it, knowing it was to be her last. She 
ate some, however, and during this repast, the body of the 
goat was divided into small pieces, broiled, and eaten. 
The lamentations began again; and when the marabut 
thought it was time to end the ceremony, he took the fa^ 
vorite wife by ike arms, and delivered her to two lusty 
negroes. These seizing her roughly, tied her hands and 
feet behind her, and laying her on her back, placed a 
piece of wood on her breasts ; then holding each other 
with their hands on ilieir shoulders, they stamped witli 
their feet on the piece of wood till they had broken the 
woman's breasts. Having thus, at last, half dispatched 
her, they threw her into the grave, with the remainder of 
the goat, casting her husband's body over her, and filling 
up the grave with earth and stones. Immediately the 
cries ceasing, a quick silence succeeded the noise, and 
every one retired home as quietly as if nothing had hap- 



Another writer, in giving a descrq)tion of Guinea, thus 
remarks. '^^ The king hath a great number of wives, aH 
of whom, except the principal one, are obliged to be very 
subservient to him. He is a very powerful prince, and 
able to bring into the field a considerable army, fi^r aH his 
subjects are obliged to equip themselves' with arms, and 
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immediatelj attend at his command. His drese is elegant 
and sumptuous, and both he and his nobles wear, on tlieir 
left arm, the skin of a wild-cat, sewed together, with one 
end stuffed. The king shuts the door of his apartment, 
and continues bj himself during the whole time he is at 
dinner : for should any person happen to see him eitlier 
eat or drink, he would be immediatelj put to death. So 
punctual is this law observed, that even animals are subject 
to the same fate, which happened to a fine dog presented to 
the king by a European. The creature not being very 
wen fed by those who had the care of him, smelling tiie 
victuals one day when the king went to dinner, followed 
the scent, and his majesty not fastening the door properly, 
the dog, while he was at dinner, thrust it open with Us 
feet, and entered the room, when the king immediately 
quitted the apartment, and ordered him to be killed. 

^ Every day, after dinner, the king goes in state, ac- 
companied by his nobles, and a great crowd of people, to 
tiie banqueting-house, in order to refresh himself by drink- 
ing pahn-wine. As soon as he arrives there, he seats him- 
self on the throne, and on each side of him is a cup-bearer. 
He on the right hand reaches him the cup, when he is in- 
dined to drink, but at the time turns his head ; notice of 
which is pven to the company, by him on the left, who 
strikes two iron rods, pointed at the ends, one against the 
other. At this signal the people turn their backs to the 
king, and bend their febces to the ground, in which posture 
they remain so long as the irons continue ringing ; after 
which they rise, turn their faces to the king, and wish him 
health by clapping their hands. 

'^ After sunset, he goes a second tim^^Bthe apartment 
adapted for eating, where his provisions are prepared for 
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him as before ; after which he ag^in viaiiB the banqneting- 
house, where he remains till nine or ten o'clock, when ha 
tetnins, and retires to rest. 

'<* The king seldcnn ^>pears abroad, except <m the before* 
mentioned occasions, or when an ambassador arriTes, or 
some strange accident has hi^pened, such as when a lec^ 
ard is taken in the comitry, or else lodged qlbont the city 
ready for the chase, (for he k Tery fond of that diyernon,) 
or, lastly, when his land is to be tilled, and his chief no- 
bility bring him tribute. 

<^The king appears in public at the c<Hnmencement of 
the seedrtime, which is always oa the first of Janxiary. 
He takes his seat at three o'clock in the aftemoon, when 
the women who tall the ground appear before him with 
thehr instruments of husbandry, and the men walk back- 
wards and forwards armed and clothed in their militaiy 
habits. The king generally stays about an hour, when he 
returns to his palace amidst the acclamations of the peo- 
jde, who spend the rest of the day in mirth and festivity. 

^^ When any of the inhabitants have discovered a leop- 
ard in the woods adjoining to the ci^ital, intimation of it 
is ^ven to the king, who repairs to his public place of ap- 
pearance, and a trumpet is sounded to give notice to the 
people to attend him at the sport If the place where the 
leopard lies be too far for the king to walk, he is carried 
on men's shoulders in a kind of chair made of wicker, and 
curiously ornamented. As soon as they arrive at the spot 
where ^e leopard is secreted, the people surround it, 
anned with bows and arrows, lances and darts, leaving 
<mly a small pl^|^open that the king may have a conven- 
ient opportuni^Rr seeing the sport. Before this op^[iing 
nets are spread, that if the leopard should happen to take 
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his course that way he might be caught aJive. When 
every thing is ready, the beast is ronsed by the people 
miJchig a universal shouting, with the blowing of horns 
and beating of gongs or drums. As soon as he finds himr 
fielf surrounded he endeavors to make his escape, but is 
impeded by the darts and arrows that are discharged at 
him by the multitude, who follow him close, and if he hap- 
pens not to take the net, overpower and dispatch him. 
"When tiie leopard is killed the king retares to his palace, 
before which the huntei^ bring the carcase and triumph 
over it by dancing, singing, and exhibitiug various kinds 
of diversions. The king then orders the beast to be flay- 
ed, and the skin is broi^t to him; after which the body 
is buried very deep iu the earth, except the gall, which is 
taken out and thrown into the river, it being considered 
by these peoide as a deadly poison; and thus end the cer- 
emcmies of hunting the leopard. 

<^By the laws c^ this kingdom theft is never punished 
with death, unless it be committed on the king;* in com- 
tfton cases, when a chief is detected either he or his friends 
must restore the goods stolen, oi^ atone for the want of 
them by an adequate compensation, besides wldch the thief 
is tied to a post in the middle of the street, where he con- 
tinues an hour as an object of ridicule and contempt to the 
spectators. If he is unable to restore the goods or pay 
the value of them, his relations must work for the party 
robbed, till such time as he thinks himself sufficientiy sat- 
isfied for the loss he has sustamed.'' 

Another European writer ^ves the following description 
of one of the principal chieft or generals of the Ung's 
koops. ^^He wore (says he,) long hair, set ofi* with 
many knots of bamba shells. His neck was adorned with 
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a collar of masoB, which are another kind of shells found 
along ihe Ethi<^ic coast, and sold among them for about 
the value of twenty shillings. His middle was covered 
with a girdle of lardes, or beads made of ostrich eggs, and 
under it a palm cloth as fine as silk. His body was paint- 
ed with various figures and anointed every day with 
human fat. He wore across his nose a piece of copper 
about two inches long, and two others of the same sort in 
his ears. He had about thirty wives, who followed him 
when he went abroad, one of whom carried his bow and 
arrows, and four others his cups and drinking utensils ; 
and whenever he drank they all kneeled down and sung. 
He kept his men under the strictest discipline, and if any 
one of them turned his back to the enemy, he was coih 
demned to death; and the more effectually to deter them 
from cowardice, he used to make an oration to them from 
a kind of scaffold, every night in dispraise of it, and in 
commendation of intrepidity." 

The same writer in spealdng of the soldiery among these 
people, thus remarks: ^^ They are neither well disciplined, 
armed, or clothed. Their offensive weapcHis are bows and 
arrows, spears, darts, daggers, and clubs; but they are 
taught to use their defensive weapcms as well as their mis- 
sive ones, being particularly instructed to cover their 
bodies, which are almost naked, with their large oval 
shields, made of thick hides; and this method is singularly 
serviceable in a retreat, as it preserves them frtnn being 
wounded by the arrows and lances of the pursuing enemy. 
Their chief excellency consists in the strengtli and activity 
of their bodies, in artfully covering themselves, and throw- 
ing their missive weapons, by which they generally annoy 
the enemy, and make them spend their arrows against 
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their shields. After this thej renew the onset with such 
vigor, as seldom fails of putting the enemj to flight, which 
is always fc^owed bj a general slaughter, no respect being 
pwd eidier to persons or sex. 

" When they go on any capital expedition, they are al- 
ways accompanied by the " Great Jagga," or chief, and 
his court. He is a man of courage and resolution, but 
never undertakes any thing without previous enchant- 
ments, and consulting his mokisso, or idol, by sacrifices, 
fjx)m whence ho pretends to foreknow the event of his en- 
terprise. On these occasions he rises before day-break, 
and sets himself on a stool, attended by two of his conjur- 
ers, one on each side, and about fifty women standing in a 
circle round him, waving the tails of beasts, and singing. 
In the centre is kindled a great fire, over which is placed 
an earthen pot, containing some white powder to paint, 
wherewith his conjurers besmear his forehead, temples, 
breast, and belly, using at the same time many enchanting 
terms, and continuing their ridiculous ceremonies till sun- 
set ; at which time they bring him his casengala, or hatch- 
et, and put it into his hands, bidding him be strong against 
his enemies, for the "mokisso*' is with him. A male 
child is then brought to him, which ho immediately kills ; 
after which four men are brought to him, two of whom he 
slays, and orders the other two to be killed without the 
camp. He also Orders ten dogs, and the same number of 
goats to be killed, five of each within, and tho same with- 
out the camp. The blood of these animals is sprinkled on 
the fire, but the flesh is eaten with great festivity and tri- 
umph. The same ceremonies are likewise used by the 
inferior ofiBcers of the army on the like account ; but neith- 
er they or their cliief make use of idols on these or any 
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other occasioiis, pretending that the moldsso freqnenfly 
^)pearB and speaks to them." 

The same writer again remarks of some of the inhabi* 
tants of Gtiinea. ^'The women of rank only wear a cloHi 
abont tiieir middle, but take great pride in adorning their 
hair, necks, arms, and legs, with shells and beads of van- 
cos sorts. They have a strange custcHn of pnllingont four 
of their teetli, two above, and two below ; uid tiiose who 
refuse to do this are so despised by tiie rest, that tiiey are 
not permitted to associate with them. The sexes intermix 
in some parts of GKiinea according to inclination, without 
observing any ceremonies of marriage. They have some 
peculiar maxims in tlie interment of their dead, especially 
tliose of the male kind, and which evince tokens of savage 
cruelty. The deceased is not only washed, anointed, and 
bedecked with all his most valuable finery, but accompanr- 
ied by two of his most beloved women, who are conveyed 
witli him to tiie grave, with their arms broken. The body 
is carried to the grave in a chair, between two men, ai^ 
placed in it as if still alive, and the two women, one on 
each side of it. As soon as they are thus deposited^ tfae 
grave, which is commonly very deep, is covered on the 
top with earth ; and the relations, who are there present, 
sprinkle it with tiie blood of goats slain for the purpose, 
and pahn-wine: after which they make .a fmieral lamenta- 
tion over it for several succeeding days. Those of higher 
rank are interred with more pomp, and tlie ceremomes 
and libations reiterated a longer or shorter number of 
days, weeks, etc., according to their quality." 

^<In the kingdom of Benin, (says a writer who was an 
eye-witness of tlie ceremonies,) as soon as the king exr 
pires, they dig a large j^ in the ground at the palace, 
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idiich is 80 deep that tiie workmen are sometimes in dan- 
ger of being drowned by Hhe quantity of water that springs 
from tiie esurth. This pit thej make wide at tiie bottom^ 
asnd very narrow at the top. They first let down the royal 
corpse into it, and then such of his domestics, of both 
sexes, as are selected for that hon<»r, for which there is 
great interest made. These being let down into tii4|||Niy 
ihey shut up the mouth with a large stone, in the presence 
of a crowd of people who wait day and nigjht. The next 
morning they remove the stone, and some proper officers 
ask the persons enclosed, if they have found the king? 
If they answer, the pit is shut up again, and the following 
day opened with the like ceremony, which continues till tiie 
persons are dead, and no answer returned. After this 
ihe chief ministers inform the successor, who immediately 
repairs to the pit, and causing the stone to be removed, 
orders all sorts of provisions to be lidd on it for the enter- 
tainment of the populace. After they have regaled them- 
selves, tiiey run about the city in the night, committing 
4lie greatest outrages, killing all the men, women, and 
dnldren they chance to meet. They chop off tlieir heads, 
wad leave them in the streets, but they bring their bodies 
find throw them into tlie pit, with tlieir garments, house- 
hold goods, etc., as presents to tiie deceased king." 

Although the above was written in relation to tliese 
people more than> century ago, it is said that even at the 
present day this barbarous custom is stiD observed. in the 
strictest manner; and those who are allotted to ML victims 
on the occasion are so far from lamenting tlieir £ftte, that 
'ttiey think it is the hi^iest mark of honor that can be con- 
ferred on them. 

I cannot forbear quoting a few more extracts from au- 
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tbors who have been eye-witnesses of what they describe 
concerning these, singular people, as they cannot but be 
interestmg to the majority who pemse ^ese pages. A 
writer observes, in speaking of iiie inhabitants of Benin, 
^' They have two annual festivals. The first of these is in 
commemoration of their ancestors, when they not only 
Btm^oe a great number of beasts, but also human beings ; 
biPlhe latter are generally malefactors sentenced to death, 
and reserved for these solemnities. K it happens thi^ 
ihere are not so many criminals as are requisite on these 
occasicHis, (the number of which* is twenly-five,) the king 
orders his officers to parade the streets and seize indiffer- 
ently such persons as they meet not carryii^ ^ghts. If 
the persons so seized are wealthy, they are permitted to 
purchase their redemption ; but if poor, they are sacrificed 
on the day appointed. 

^^Their second annual festival, and which is by fiur tbe 
most considerable, is called the Coral Feast. It is cele- 
brated in the month of May; and (m the day it is held the 
king appears in public. On the day appointed, the king 
came magnificently dressed into the second court of the 
palace, where, under a rich canopy, a seat was placed for 
him; as also others for his wives, and a great number of 
his principal officers. Soon after the king was seated the 
procession began, which being ended, the king removed 
firom his throne, in order to sacrifice to the gods in the 
open air, and thereby began the feast. This action :wa8 
accompanied with the universal and loud acclamations of 
the people. Afler passing a quarter of an hour in this 
manner, he returned to the former place, where he sat two 
hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time 
to perform their devotions. This done, he returned into 
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the palace. The rest of the day was spent in splendid 
treating and feasting, the king causing aU kinds of provis* 
ions to be liberallj distributed to tiie populace, and the 
grandees followed his example ; so that nothing but joy 
was to be seen throughout the city. The reason why tiiis 
is called the Coral Feast, is, because at this time tiie king 
bestows the strings of coral on those whom he advances to * 
any preferment, or post of honor, which he never does but 
on this festival, unless a particular urgency of state re- 
quires it. 

^^The people of Benin divide time into years, months, 
weeks, and days, each of which are distinguished by a 
particular name ; but in their divifdon they make fourteen 
months to the year. They keep their Sabbath every fifth 
day, which is solemnly observed, particularly by the better 
sort, who, on the occasion, sacrifice cows, sheep, and goats ; 
whfle the poorer sort kill dogs, cats, chickens, or whatever 
I2iey are able to purchase. Those who are so distressed 
as not to be able to obtain any of these, are assisted by 
ihe otiiers, in order tiiat the festival may be universiJly 
kept. 

^^The reli^on professed by these people is strangely 
absurd and perplexed. They worship various kinds of 
idols, or Fetiches, some of which are made of elephants' 
teeth, claws of beaats and birds, dead men's heads, skele- 
tons, serpents, etc. Each is his own priest, and addresses 
himself to such of his idols as he likes best. 

^^They make daily offisrings to their Fetiches. These 
(rfferings consist only of a few yams mixed with oil. 
Sometimes they oSer a fowl, but they only sprinkle the 
Mood of it on the idol, for the fiesh tiiey convert to their 
own use. The great men make annuid sacrifices, which 
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are verj ezpeMY6} and celebrated with great pomp. 
They kill on these occasionB mnltitadea of cows, aheepi 
and other kinds of cattle; and they provide an deganft 
entertainment for tiieir friends, that lasts several days; 
besides which they ^ve handsome presents to the poor." 
From what we can learn of the peo|de of Africa, deriv- 
ed from the most authentic sources, there seems to be a 
great dmilarity among the inhabitants of the different 
kingdoms as regards their frmeral ceremonies, especially 
in relation to their kings. A writer in q)eaking of the 
Gold Coast, remarks, ^ On the death oi a king, all hia 
•objects express the most excessive lam^tation; and as 
his condition and dignity requires great attendance, he is 
provided with servants, not only to accompany him m bis 
jonmey, bat also to wait on him in the other worid. To 
e&ct this, each of his grandees or chief men„ {Hresente 
him with a slave; others give him one ci their wives, and 
some one of their children; so that there is always a coo- 
nderaUe nnmber, who are all sacrificed previous to the 
intermit of the loyal corpse. The persons thus designed 
for victims are ensnared by stratagem; for, on the day 
appointed for the funeral, they are sent on a {Hretotded 
errand to some remote place, where people chosen tot the 
purposs lie in wait, and easily diqpatch them. Their 
bodies are broiq^t to the palace and publicly exposed, aa 
a testimcmy of the great respect in which the king was 
held by luci^subjects. After this they are besmeared with 
blood, and carried with the royal corpse in great SQlemnity 
to the grave, which is previoudy made in a wood, or some 
other place equally private, llieir bodies <mly, however, 
are interred; for their heads are severed ofi^ and fixed oa 
poles round the grave, which is considered as a very val* 
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ittUe omuaeni. Besides these, the king's £ftyorite wives 
request to be saorificed, that they may be laid with him in 
tbe same grave, in order to acccnnpanj him in ihe other 
world. They bnry also with him his clothes and weaponSi 
with such other thing? as he esteemed most valuable, and 
near the grave they place vessels containing victoals and 
drink, which they change as often as they find them 
empty." 

The same writer in speaking of the people in general 
akng the Oold Coast observes, ^^Every one has a Fetidi 
or diann, to which they pay the greatest reverence* 
ISieae Fetishes are formed of di£forent tibings, according 
to eadi penKm's fancy: some have the tooth of a dog^ 
tiger, elephant, or civet-cat; others have an egg, the bone 
of some Urd, the head of a fowl, ox, or goat; and others 
again, the bone of a "fish, the end of a ram's horn, or a 
bunch of cords made ot the bark of trees: their regard 
Soft th^n is so jpreat, that whatever they promise them they 
perform in the strictest manner, and that in every instance 
of abetinenee and mortification." 

Vicm ihe various authors quoted in the preceding 
pages, who have ^ven a deacrq^tion of the people ai West 
Africa, the reader will perceive that the all-powerful 
«< Fetish" is a thing that cannot be dispensed with. la 
oar traffic from Gh)ree to Ebnina, throughout the whole 
extent d coast, wherever we were visited by a single ni^ 
tive African, in afanoet every instance a charm of this kiitd 
was generally observed to be attached or susp^ded in 
some way or other from the person, either in the shape of 
a kind ci cushion covered with smaO shells, a staring of 
coral, or common glass beads, the cUw of a tiger, or a 
leopard, or part <^ the back-bone of a fish; and in some 
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instances a pig's hoof suspended by a siaing firom iiie 
neck. Thus do they imagine themselves protected firom 
any evils that may threaten them, if they only have their 
idol, Fetish, or heathen god about their perscm. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said of these Afi4- 
cans, by different wHters who have been eye-witnessee to 
their superstitious rites and cruel ceremonies, (as prac- 
ticed by these singular people on particular occasions, 
among the different tribes and nations in various parts of 
the continent,) I think we may look upon them, in some 
degree, as guiltless in many instances as regards the deeds 
they commit under the influences of their heathen deities. 
From their infSuicy they have been tau^ to worship thear 
Fetish; and also to witness human sacrifices on the deaA 
of a king or other distinguished person. They do not 
seem to think they are committing any wrong in the exe- 
cution of any of these cruel deeds; Thus will this be- 
nighted race continue to go on in the performance <^ their 
heathenish rites, till the bright sun-li^t of christiaiBty 
shall illumine their darkened minds and convince them <^ 
their error! Still, could we bring together all the barbar- 
ous deeds that the sons and daughters of Afirica ever en- 
acted, in one grand pcture, or tableau, they would sink 
into utter insi^iificance in comparison with the following 
cold-blooded, inhuman, and diabolical act of atrocity said 
to have been perpetrated near the shores of Afiica by 
Europeans during the present century. The man who can 
peruse the particulars of a scene like this, and not have 
each individual hair to stand on end, and the very blood to 
curdletin his veins, has not a single spark of human sym- 
pathy in his nature. 

" In the year 1880, there was hovering upon the Afri- 
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can Ooaat a large clipper brig, called the ^Brilliante/ 
commaikled by a desperado named Homans. Homans 
muEr an Bnglwhinan bj birth, and iras known along the 
whole coast and in Cuba, as the most successful slaver of 
his day. The brig was owned by two' men residing in 
Havana, one an Englishman, the other a Spaniard. She 
was bmlt to carry six hundred negroes, and in her Homans 
had made tefn. successful voyages, actually landing in Cuba 
five tliousand negroes! The brig carried ten guns, had 
thirty sweeps and a crew of sixty Spaniards, the most of' 
them dd pirates, as desperate afl tiieir commander. An 
Englidi brig of war which attacked her, was so cut up in 
huH and rigging, that she was abandoned and soon sunk; 
an En^ish sloop-of-war attempted to carry the BriDiante 
witti boats, but was beaten off with great slaughter. 

^^Now it was known that Homans was again on the 
ooQst, and it was resolved to make another desperate effi>rt 
to take him with the evidence of his gmlt on board. The 
anangements were well made. He was allowed to take 
his cargo of negroes and set sail. 

^^The Brilliante had lost sight of the coast, when the 
quick eye of the commander discovered that he was en- 
trapped. Four cruisers, three English and one American, 
had been laying in wait for him, and escape was hopeless, 
for in turning away from one he would come within reach 
of anoflier. Night was coming on, and Homans was si- 
lently regardmg the pursuers, when suddenly the huge 
gnb of the big iBapped idly, th^.wind died away, and the 
daver was motionless on the waters. *This will not do,* 
Homans muttered, knocking awaythe ashes from his cigar, 
< their boats will be down upon me before I am ready 
for tlie visit,' and as ho said this his stem foce lit up with 
28 
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a smile, the ezprescdon of which was diabolical. It was 
evident he meditated some desperate plan. 

^^ A dozen sweeps were goi oat, and the vessel moved 
dowlj through ihe water. Meantime the darkness hftving 
deepened, Homans proceeded to carry out his design. 

^< The cable attached to the heaviest anchor, was taken 
outside the hawser hole, and carried romid the bow, aH 
round the stem, and then forward on the other side. * The 
hatches were then tiJi:en off, and the negroes passed up, 
eadi securely ironed by the wrists. As the miserable 
wretches came from the hot bold into the fresh air, Aej 
expressed by their looks a gratitude that would have soft- 
ened the heart of any but tiie fiend in whose pow^ they 
were. "Without a word they were led to the side, made 
to bend over the rail, outdde of which the chain ran. It 
was slow work, but at the end of four hours, mx hundred 
Africans, male uid female, were bending over the rail of 
the brig in a painful portion, holding by their chained 
hands to a huge cable, which was to be attached to a heavy 
anchor, suspended by a single sling fitnn the bow. 

<^ Homans himself examined the fiustenings to see tiiat 
every negro was strongly bound to ihe chain. This done, 
he ordered the pen work of the hold to be broken up, 
brought on deck, bound up in matting, well filled with shot 
and thrown overboard. The work was completed an hoar 
before day-break, and now tiie only witness of H<»nans' 
guilt was attached to the &tal chsun. Homans tamed to 
his mate, and with a smile full of meaning, said m Spaii- 
ish, ^ Harro, take an axe and go forward. The wind will 
come off to us soon. listen for the word, fmd when you 
hear it, cut the sling.' The man went forward, and Ho- 
mans turned and in vain endeavored to penetrate the 
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darkness. ^I donH want to lose the niggers/ he said 
speakkig aloud — ^and yet I dare not wait until daylight. 
I wish I knew where the hounds were.' At that instant 
tiie report of a gun reached his ear, then another, and 
another, and another in different directions. The cruisers 
were firing signals. ^ That's enou^,' exclaimed Homans. 
< I know where you are.' Then raising his voice he cried, 
^Harro, are you ready? The wind will reach us soon.' 
^ Ay, ay, sir,' was the response. In a few minutes the 
sails began to fill, and the vessel moved slowly through 
the water. *How much water do you suppose we have 
here?' asked Homans, turning to the man at tbe wheel. 
*Rfty fethoms at least,'^was the reply. «That will do,' 
the slaver muttered, ad he walked forward and carefully 
examined tiie ^chiun gang,' as he brutally termed his dia- 
bolical invention. The negroes sent up piteous groans. 
Fw many hours they had bent over in this unnatural posi- 
tion, by which they were su£fering the keenest torture. 

^^ The breeze strengthened, the Brilliante dashed Hke a 
racer over the deep. Homans hailed from the quarter- 
deck, while his men, collected in groups, witnessed unr 
moved the consummation of the plan. ^ Are you ready, 
Harro?' 'Ay, ay, sir.' Homans looked out into the 
darkness, which was teist giving way to the mom. Then 
he tiiundered out, ' Strike !' There was the sound of a 
sm^e blow, a heavy plunge, and as th.e cable fell off tiie 
ode, a crash, above which arose one terrible shriek, — it 
was the last cry of the nrardered Africans. 

'^ One moment more, and all was still. Six hundred 
human beings had gone down with that anchor and chain 
into the depths of the ocean! Two hours after daybreak 
^e Brilliante was overhauled. There was no evidence 
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that she was a slaver, and her cn^tors were obliged to let 
her pass. The instmotioiis to cruisers at that time did 
not allow a vessel to be captured unless negroes w^re ao- 
toallj found on board.'' 

What pumshment I would ask, could be enacted by 
human laws, sufficient for such a fiend-like, cold-blooded, 
and atrocious deed as thisi 

If the indulgent reader has followed us thus fiur through 
the pages of this woric, he will perceive tiiat whatever we 
ihou^t mi^t instruct or interest him, has been jHresented 
to his view in as clear a light as our feeble pen was capar 
hhii either Jn giving a description of our traffic with the 
natives of the coast, or their peculiarities, personal a^qpear- 
ance, etc., etc. C!o{»ous extracts fr(»n a variety of anthcHB 
have also been made in many places, in order to gjive from 
the personal observation of these writers their own views 
of African character, manners, and customs. We will 
now resume the narrative of our farther proceedings at 
Ehmna, and thus onwards to the conclusionof our voyage. 

As the rickly season was now rajndly aj^Hroadiing, 
preparations were made to leave the coast as soon as pos- 
sible. Our last intended place of destination being Prin- 
cess Island, situated nearly on the equator, and not fiur 
from the African continent. Our cargo we had brou^ 
from home, consistmg of the various articles required in 
trafficking with the different tribes of natives along these 
shores, was nearly exhausted. Many trifling tilings had 
been exchanged by us in bartering with these people for 
African productions, the profits on which, in some instan- 
ces, being more dian a thousand per cent. Even valuable 
returns were made from the Dutch fieu^tor for our goods, 
ahfaough the prospect at first was rather discoura^g« 
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We hftd received from him some thirty ounces of gold, 
beddee several large teeth of beautiftd ivory. When the 
hour for our departure arrived^ he manifested towards us 
the most polite and marked attention. He even followed 
ns to the beach where the boat was waiting to convey us 
on board. Fresh bananas, plimtains, yams, and oranges, 
beddee three or four delicious ^^ ananas" or pine-iq)ples of 
enormous sise, had been sent by him and placed in the 
boat, a diort time before we embarked. 

finally, bidding him ^^ farewell!" as he stood with us, 
probably for the last time on the golden sands of Africa, 
at Ehnma, we leaped into the boat, and gliding from the 
diore, the {diant oars of our men at every stroke made 
h^ bows cleave swiftly through the mirrored sur&ce of 
Que gently undulating flood, and in a few minutes we were 
once more standing upon the deck of our gallant craft. 
Soon, orders were given to get under way. No repetition 
of the (Hrder was necessary to our obedient crew, as they 
an seemed anxious to leave these shores ere the sickly 
season commenced. One of their number had already 
been taken from their little band by that fell destroyer, 
the African fever, and instead of a grave upon the land, 
the waters that lave these shores was his place oS sepul- 
ture. This, the reader will remember, occurred not bng 
after we arrived upon the coast, off Cape Palmas. Our 
anchors at the bows, sails hoisted and sheeted home; a 
refreshing sea-breeze just set in partly filled them, and 
cocding the heated air, rendered the exertions of our men 
less difficult in their performtuice. 

Stretching along the shore, inclining one or two points 
seaward^ Elmina castle and its little settlement in a short 
time began to be less conspcuous in the distance. But a 
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very few vessels of the fleet anchored near us on our ar- 
rival in the roadstead were now to be seen, they having 
left the night previous to our departure. When at the 
distance of a few miles from the harbor, we saw one of 
the craft we had left getting under way, and as she headed 
in an opposite durection, we presumed her course was to 
windward. We passed " Cape Coast Castle," the next 
European settlement below Ehmna, and belongbig to the 
English. We were sufficiently near to have a tolerably 
distinct view of the fortress, and several vessels lying at 
anchor near. One or two of these appeared to be the 
same we had seen at Elmina. Cape Coast Castle, will, 
doubtless, be long remembered as the last resting place of 
one of ^gland's most gifted writers; I mean tiie sweet 
poetess, who gave her finished productions to the world 
under the well known signature of " L. E. L." Who tiiat 
ever read a line of verse, has not been delisted and even 
enchanted, as it were, by the perusal of her beautiful and 
chaste poetry ! Here, on African soil, &r away from ttie 
place of her birth, she yielded up her breath. No more 
shall her magic pen trace upon the snowy sheet, words 
that caused the feeling heart to throb with joy or grief. 
Still, gems, richer than the mines of gold on ilie shore 
where she reposes, has she left to the world in her writ- 
ings, that will not be destroyed or lost, perhi^, for ages 
yet to come. 

The reader may not be aware that this lady, who court* 
ed the Muses at an early age, and in maturer years be- 
came so extensively known as a writer in her own country, 
Great Britain, as well ad in the United States, was Letitia 
E. Landon, the initials of which name she generally used 
by signmg her fugitive {neces or verses for publication as 
above stated, "L.E.L." 
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An English gentleman, Mr. McLane, who was appoint- 
ed governor of Gape Coast Castle, married her« On her 
husband's departure for Africa, she consented to accom- 
pany him thither. Not long after their arrival, but sub- 
sequently to our visiting this coast, it was reported at the 
tame that she was suddenly taken ill at her residence in 
the castle and died. The cause of her death seemed to 
be involved in a kind of mystery. It was reported that 
she had voluntarily and deUberately taken poison; or had 
been poisoned by some of the black servants of the gov- 
ernor's. But as none of these reports are to be relied on, 
charity should lead us to suppose that she *died a natural 
death, the climate, perhaps, not being congenial to her 
nature. That she loved her husband when she married 
him, there could not be a doubt. Her own beloved Eng- 
land, with all its endearing associations and attachments, 
she left to be his companion in a sickly and a distant 
country. So sweet a poetess must have been a fond and 
dutiful wife. The following from her pen, published before 
her marriage, may be remembered by some of the readers 
of these pages. Each line is chaste and beautifuL 

/ « Do any thing but lore, 

Or if thott lorest, and art a woman — hido thy love 

From him whom thon dost worship: 

Nerer let him know how dear he is ; 

Flit like a bird before him, 

Lead him from tree to tree, 

From flower to flower — bat be not won. 

Or thon wilt, like a bird when canght 

And caged, be left to pine away. 

And perish with n^lect** l. k. l. 
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**! cannot choose bnt maircl at the waj 

In which onr lives pass on, from day to daj, 

Learning strange lessons in the hmman heart, 

And yet, like shadows, letting diem depart'* l. b. &. 

If, gjfted lady, ihou hast sufferod, — thy sufferings are 
now ended. Bequiescat in pace ! 

Ccmtinmng on our course, with a light breeze and smooth 
water, in a few hours nothing was to be seen of Elmina, 
or Cape Coast Castle. Towards sunset we perceived the 
wind began to die away, and to otir regret, before night 
the bosom of the water presented not a ripple upon its 
mirrored surface, it was so perfectly calm. 

During the night there was but very little wind, and the 
morning found us neariiy in the same place of the previous 
evening. The calm lasted till towards noon. Our crew, 
in the meantime, were employed in their various duties, 
repairing rig^g, arrangmg the cargo, etc., etc. Not a 
cloud was to be seen upon the face of the sky, nor a rip- 
ple upon the mar^ of the glassy deep. As fiur as the 
eye could extend, the smooth, placid bosom of the water 
presented a transparent, even and unbroken sur&ce, save 
at intervals, when for a moment it was slightiy agitated by 
the leaping of a "finny darter" from out the deeping 
flood. A short time after meridian, a dark line was visi- 
ble on the water a few miles out to sea, and in the course 
oC an hour we received the welcome breeze from that di- 
rection, which, once more filling our canvas, caused us to 
glide along at the rate of throe or four knots. The noise 
of the mimic waves, as they playfully broke agains^the 
bows of our vessel, in her progress onward, was music to 
our ears. No sailor likes the monotony of a calm, or the 
mirror-Hke appearance of a tranquil sea. He would 
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irather behold it heaved into mountain surges by the futy 
ot the tempest, when not a rag of canvas could be spread' 
4o ike breath of the gale; and indeed there is something 
inspiriting and even sublime in such a scene, when in CGDr 
Boious security on board a well-tried and staunch-built 
craft. There are, however, certain latitudes where almost 
perpetual cahns prevail. Vessels have sometimes got 
within these dreary regions, and their crews have perished. 
Day after day, and week after week have passed, till their 
provisions fiEuling, and no succor near, they have gradually 
wasted away and died with famine ! Who could describe 
the anguish that must have been endured by the suffering 
crew in such a time as this! Who would not rather hear 
the shrieking winds revel in their anger; and see the 
foamy billows sweep each mast and spar away, and finaUy 
be sut^erged in tiie wreck of his once noble ship amidst 
the war of the elements, with the ocean for his winding- 
sheet! 

Ere nij^t had agtdn set in, many miles had we travers- 
ed through the briny waves towards our destined port. 
But, as usual, on this part of the coast, with the declining 
sun, the sea-breeze gradually growing lighter and lighter, 
died entirely away before the fiery orb disappeared be- 
neath tiie waters of the western horizon. The littie bil- 
lows, that had enlivened us with their rippling music, 
ceased their gambols, and were no longer seen to spoft 
upon the hoaom of the deep. For sevei^ hours our ves^ 
sel scarcely moved her len^gth through the still waters of 
the tranquil sea. Silence reigned around, save the occa- 
nonal creaking of a block, or the flapping of a sail caused 
by the gentle motion of our craft, as she slightiy rose and 
fell upon the undulating waves, as they in lengthened and 
28* 
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glassy smootlmess rolled onward to break upon the shore. 
Before the noon of night, however, a welccane bre^e from 
the land again destroyed the monotony <^ a eabn, and our 
gallant oraft was walking through the riiq)Hng waters 
^^like a thing of life." Hie following moniing, a diort 
iame after daylight, ^^Frinoess Island" was seen at a dis- 
tance of about twenty miles. But the land-breeze fiuHng 
US with the rising day, our progress was diminished to one 
or two knots per hoar; and by the time the smi had ilki- 
mined the orient with his mddy li^t, scarcely a breath of 
air was stirring, and we were again as still and quiet upon 
the deep as if we had not a single inch of canvas spread 
to catch the lightest zephyr. 

A calm — a breeze — a storm, and then a calm, must be 
expected in a sailor's life. But it requires more patience 
than any one would suppose, and an equanimity of temper 
that very few possess, to be exposed to cahns <^ long en- 
durance upon the ocean's bosom. A friend once informed 
me that in going to the West Indies from Boston, the vect- 
sel he was m being becalmed three or four days, the 
captain, a man of a very violent temper, and also very 
pro&ne, seeing he was makmg no progress towards h^ 
destaned port, let his passion run away ¥rith him to such a 
degree, that in the presence of his crew he stamped upon 
the deck, and uttering the most horrid oaths ever heard, 
called upon the Almighty to sink him and his vessel to 
h-U! This voyage, he gained his port and returned home 
in safely. A short time after, he departed on anotlier 
voyage to the same place. This time, my informant did 
not acc(mipany him, for he seemed apprehensive that 
something evil would happen to such a wicked n^n. And 
it was fortunate for him that he did not, for t^ pro&M 

m 
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eaptun witii his veesel and crew never reached their place 
ef deetination, and no one ever knew what became of 
tiiem. Whether the Ahiiightj took him at his word and 
sunk his Vessel in the deep will remain a mjster j till that 
day when tiie sea shall give np its dead! 

A few hours after the smi had risen the heat was so 
intense, we being nearly on the equator, that our men 
were employed many times during the day in throwing 
water upon the decks to prevent the pitdi from melting in 
the seams. Our awning, which had been used for several 
montiis upon the coast while trafficking with the natives, 
had become worthless by constant exposure to the weatiier 
of this climate both by day and ni^t; the heavy dews of 
ttie latter, especially, soon mildew and -destroy any kind 
of sail-Kskth that is continually ^read and exposed to its 
influ^ice* 

As noon ajqproached, and no signs oi a breese visible in 
any part of the h(nrizon, we rigged a temporary sail to 
screen us from the vertical rays of the scorching sun. 
Never was a mirror smoother, and a more perfect reflector 
than the surface of the ocean presented at this time. Not 
even a speck dotted its whole expanse, as fSou* as the ymoa 
could extend. But all was a desert of {^assy and almost 
imperceptibly motionless water. The air had become so 
heated as to render it extremely unpleasant to inhale it, 
and the perspiration fell in drops from every pore. 

Ghl how we longed for the breath of the cooling wind 
<»ce more to set the still and burning atmosi^ere in mo- 
tion. Any kind of exertion seemed absolutely impossible. 
The crew, if they had any thing to perform, moved about 
mechanically, and without any sprit or vigor in their 
actions. Every one knows, who has experienced the heat 
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if an fttmospliere of imety de^^ee Eahrenheit, iriiat Aeir 
•ensatiinis were. The effect produced iqxm the qrstem 
renders any effort, however light, a difficult tadc, and it i9 
done unwiUin^y. We wish to at down and remain inac* 
tive. A laz^d feeling possesses us and we can scarcely 
keep'ourselyee awake. Thus it was with us, al&ou^ in 
a greater degree, the mercury in Fahrenheit's ranging as 
hij^ as one hundred and ten degrees in the shade upon 
the deck of our yesseU 

This afanost insuiDferable degree of heat we were obliged 
to endure without a breath of air in motion to fiua cor 
burning cheeks, till long after the sun had passed his me- 
ridian. And, then to our joy, a coding and refreshing 
breese commenced blowing in from the ocean, and soon 
reviTod us with its genial influence. In a very short time 
the mercuiy fell several degrees, caudbg a very agreeable 
and gratefiol change in our feelings. Every siJl we could 
set soon filled with the gentle gale, the glassy smoothness 
of the water disappeared, and little crested waves play- 
fully sported upon its bosom* How beautifully did our 
vessel deave through the liqtdd sea! In her progress 
onward she dashed the waters from her bows mto feathery 
foam, and from the calm, every thing around now present* 
ed an enlivening scene. Princess Island, as we approached 
nearer towards it, seemed to rise higher and higher from 
the verge of the distant horizon. 

When within three or four miles of the harbor, dark, 
tbreatemng clouds were perceived rising from the direc- 
tion of the continent. Heavy, rolling thunder was heard 
in the distance, and vivid flashes of li^tning darted 
throu^ the dense mass of gathering vapor. TheBe sure 
indications of the coming tornado, made our captain anxr 
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ions to gain ibe port ere it burst apon us. As tbe omm^ 
ous clouds came onward towards the sea, ike ocean-breeie 
began to fail, and on rounding the point ftt the entrance 
of the harbor, the tornado came upon us so suddenly that 
we had scarcely time to secure the sails before it struck 
OS nearly astern. It blew with such tremendous fuiyi 
that in an instant &e surface <^ the water was a perfect 
sheet of snowy foam. We kept the head ai our yeseel as 
nearly as possible for the andiorage, in scudding hetote 
the raging innd, but being unable to keep our course, and 
perceiving we were falling to leeward towards a ledge of 
rocks, we immediately drcqpped both anchors, and finally 
brought up within a hundred &ihoms of the breakers. 
The violence of the wind soon subsided, but the rain con- 
tinned to £bJ1 in a deluge of waters for more than an hour; 
when the tornado passed away, and the sun at his setting 
illumined the mountain-tops of the island with his gpHea 
beams. 

Not liking our position so near the rodoi at our aadior- 
age, the captain, after the crew had finished their eveniBg 
meal, gave orders to weig^ anchors and stand in for a 
more secure berth. In the course of two hours, we were 
. riding safe firom almost every wind, in perfectly smooth 
water m the harbor at Princess Island, or Isle Princqpi, a 
Portuguese settlement. 

There were two or three American, and a few sail of 
Bn^ish and Spanish vessels in the p(Krt. It is a conve- 
nient place for shipping to obtain wood and water, besides 
firesh provisi<ms and fruit, either on leaviog the coast, or 
prosecuting their voyage fiurthar down, or to leeward. It 
is also a fine and secure harbor to careen a ship, in order 
to dean her bottom. The tcnmado having cooled the air, 
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we enjoyed, daring ihe ni^t, a yerj comfortable deep on 
board, at our anchorage in this island port. Tho follow- 
ing morning, I went on shore with the captain, where we 
landed from the boat on a crescent-shaped beach of sand, 
like that at the island of Goree, where we first stopped <m 
our arrival npon the coast This beach is directlj oppo- 
mte the entrance of the harbor, as also were the prindpal 
dwelHngg of ihe resid^ts at the time we vinted it, their 
location on groond gradually rising from the shore, gtving 
an nninterrapted view of the shipping from iheir ^vated 
position. We took up onr quarters at the principal house 
of the place, the resort of masters of vessels during their 
traiporary stay at this beautiful, but generally sickly^ 
idand. 

This public house, or hotel, was kept by a Portuguese 
lady, at whose table every luxury the dmate produced 
was daily set before her boarders. The captain, being 
desirous to leave this place, (although for the beauty of its 
scenery, the luxuriant and wide-spreading fotiage of the 
trees, and the delicious fruits, ahnost miakes it appear a 
terrestrial paradise,) as the rainy season was near at hand, 
when it is extremely unhealthy, and also being aj^rehen- 
dve of losing some of his crew by the prevailing fever, 
orders were immediately ^ven to have the vessel careened, 
her bottom thorou^y scrubbed, to destroy the barnacles, 
and her upper works, which had become rusi^, to be 
painted. While aU this was attended to, by the supervi- 
sion of the mate, I remained ashore mOx the eiqptain, with 
the exception of occasionally going with a message from 
the latter to the mate, concerning the vessel, or an order 
for some article of the cargo required in the transacticm 
ci business with the reddents. We purdiased a consideiy 
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able quantity of eoSee, tbe product of ihe island. It 
grows here spontaneonelj, and is ihoti^t by many to be 
nearly or quite equal to the Jaya. I had some fine ramr 
bles in the viciniiy of this little setflement* 

We saw hundreds of coffee trees, with the berry both 
in its green and ripe state. When perfectly ripe, and fit 
to be gathered, the berry is of a beautiful bri^t red, and 
has very much the appearance of a cherry. Two ker- 
nels of coflfee, with their flat sides towards each other, 
are contained within, and therefore give to it its rotund 
appearance. The berry, after being dried in the sun, 
was here, when deprived of its external coat by a heavy 
roller passing over it, ready for sale, although it is seldom 
used till it has been gathered for some weeks. The coflfee 
trees we saw at this island, averaged about fifteen or twenty 
feet in height, and forty or fifty of them, not fieur apart 
, from each, with their ripe fruit glistening in tiie sun, very 
much resembled a cherry orchard. 

An English writer thus remarks of this now widely ex- 
tended article of commerce. ^^ Coffee, whose good effecia 
are universally esteemed, is the berry of a small tree, iiiiich 
formerly was known in no country but the kingdom of T^ 
man, in Arabia ; and as the seeds, which are found in the 
heart of the fruit, are qualified to clear the head, and re- 
lieve it from sleepiness, when they have been infused in 
water, the Arabian monks are said to be the first who made 
use of them, that they might be able to perform their noc- 
turnal devotions without drowsiness. Ttia artificial drink 
came easily into repute among those nations that fre- 
quentiy invent new liquors to regale themselves, instead of 
wine, which the law of Mahomet had prohibited among 
tiiem« Some Turkish doctors at fibrst opposed the intro- 
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daoti(m of thk liquor, and declared it to be too spiritaciis, 
and almost as inebriating as wine itseK*, but the mnfti socm 
removed this difficulty, and coflbe was vindicated from the 
imputation of any vinous quality, and was allowed to be 
lawfbl liquor. It was then publicly drank at Constanti* 
Dople and Cairo, fixHn thence it was transnutted to us 
about the year 1687. 

^^ It is a great pity that this useful and popular seed 
cannot be sown, with any success, at least, in our southern 
jEOvincee, say the French ; but it will not succeed either 
there, or in any other part of the kingd<Mn, by reason it 
should be sown immediately after it has be^i gathered. 
It was fonnerly imaged, and several peoi^e are still per- 
suaded, that the Arabians <^ Brokka drenched the berries 
in a Mne, or some lixivious liquor, before thw ezportar 
tion, to prevent their beiog sown with any success, and 
that they themselves might not be deprived of the profit 
of this plant, by its propagatkm in other re^<Mis. But) 
nnce s<»ne of the trees have been transp(»rted to the Isle 
of Bourbon, as well as to Batavia and Hdland, ai^ Hke^ 
wise from Hdland to France, where they have been culti- 
vated in a successful manner, we have been convinced 
ftat the seeds of this plant will never prosper, if ihdr 
{dantation be delayed ever so little. Ihose that were 
gathered at Amsterdam, and sent to Paris, were unsuc* 
cessfol ; but all such as were gathered at Amsterdam, or 
in the long's gardens, from little trees which had been 
planted there, fHroved very thriving, when care was tak^i 
to set them the moment they were gathered. 

<< The coffee4ree may be seen in the royal garden of 
France, where its height does not exceed five or mx feet« 
and its stem is about an inch in thickness ; but it rises to 
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the hei^t of forty feet in Arabia and Batavia, thouj^ 
its thickness seldom exceeds five inches. It is always 
covered with flowers and &nit. It shoots out through the 
whole length of its stem, a growth of branches, whidi are 
exactly oppo^te to each other, and in different pairs, one 
of which crosses the other. The leaves, which resemble 
those of the common laurel, are also ranged in couplets ; 
at the bottom of these spring the fragrant flower-branches, 
which have a near similitude to those of jasnune, aad 
have five chives in their centre. The berry, or firuit, 
which appears after these, is not much unlike a cherry in 
its color and shape ; the flesh, which is not disagreeable, 
serves as a tegument to a couple of shells, eadi of whk)h 
containB a seed. One of these is frequently abortive, be- 
cause its due fecundity is seldom imparted to it in the 
flower season ; the other grows stronger, and receives a 
better nourishment. Some persons infuse all the fruit, 
after it has been dried ; others choose the shells ; but the 
best and most useful method is only to infuse the berries, 
when they have been moderately roasted in a vessel of 
varnished earth, which is always preferable to one of brass 
or iron. The berries are judged to be sufKciently reached 
when they begin to assume a violet hue, and discharge an 
oil of an agreeable scent. The coffee which is neidy 
ground, has always the most virtue ; and when it is infused 
in boiling water, it loses fewer of its volatile parts than 
when it is immediately poured into cold water ; when the 
heat of the fire raises the powder to the edge of the coSte- 
pot, it is precipitated with a few drops of cold water. 

^^ It is the opinion of our best and most expeiienoed 
j^ysicians, that coffee promotes digestion, and corrects 
shskrp humors, when it is drank after meals. Several per- 
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Kns prefisr it in tbe monmig, finr its difliipatkHi of vapors, 
and other dis<»^ers of iiie head, and for imparting a lire- 
liness to the sjmtB. Every one knows how mudi the re- 
pose of the nig^t is hasarded by the repeated use of this 
Uqaor in the same day, and what precautions are taken to 
correct the bitter flavor of its salts with milk and sogar, 
and bread ; sugar is a constant ingredient, bread is proper 
when this liquor is drank in a morning, and milk is neces- 
sary for thin constitutioDS, which woidd otherwise be in- 
jured by the salts. 

^< Those which are reckoned best, are the onall and 
gi^enish berries, and especially those which dispense an ^ 
agreeable scent, and are transmitted to us from Cairo, by 
the way <^ Marseilles; they are much more esteemed 
than the large and inodorous species, which are transpcHrt- 
ed to us over the ocean. The ishmd of Jamaica affords 
very good cotke, and other of our ifijand colonies would 
aff>rd very good, was due care taken to cultivate it." 

The coffee we obtained at Isle Principi, was better than 
that generally found at any of the West India Islands, 
and very little inferior to the Java, the berries, or rather 
kernels, being of a greenish hue, and nearly as small as. 
those imported from the latter place ; both these islands, 
Java and Princess, being nearly on the equat(^. 

Parrots were as numerous here, as blackbirds in the 
marshes and meadows of Cape Cod, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. They were continually flying, in flocks, from 
one part of the island to the other, and as they flew along 
above the trees, although their notes were discordant to 
the ear, the varied colors of their plumage, green, red, 
and gold, looked dazzlingly brilliant in the rays <^ the sun, 
as they soared through the air. 
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Oranges, lemons, bananas and jdantains grow on this 
island in abundance, and aniye at full perfection beneath 
the rays of a nearly yeriical sun. Yams, sweet potatoes, 
and Tarious kmds of vegetable productions, too numerous 
to mention, also abound. P^m and cocoa trees are found 
on almost every rod of ground, their broad-spreading 
leaves forming an agreeable and cooling shelter from the 
burning heat. Goats, pigs, and fowls, were in great plen- 
ty, and of excellent quality. The prices, also, were very 
reasonable, although not so cheap as those we had pur- 
chased of the natives while trading along the coast. In a 
very few days, every thing being nearly ready for our de- 
parture, we took on board a plentiful supply of wood and 
water, besides a sufficient quantity of live stock, vegeta- 
bles and fruit, for our passage home. All we purchased 
at tills place, as articles Belon^g to the cargo, were a 
few ounces of gold dust, about half a ton ^ft very in sm^ 
scriveDas, ten or twelve bags of coffee, and nearly fifteen 
hundred cocoa-nuts. Just before we sailed, we shipped a 
young Spanish sailor, who could speak and understand tiie 
TgngHflh language tolerably well, in the place of our la- 
mented American seaman, whom we had lost on the wind- 
ward coast. 

On a delightful morning in the month of March, when 
not a cloud obscured the surface of the sky, we bid fare- 
well to our kind hostess, and the few acquaintances we 
had formed at Princess Island during the short period of 
our stay, gmed the beach, jumped into the boat and were 
B(xm on board our vessel. Every tiling being ready, the 
canvas was quickly spread to the gentle breeze, blowing 
directiyfrom tiie harbor. As we slowly fenned along, 
keeping pretty near the shore, we could distinctiy see par- 
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rots and otber birds of beaatifiod jdmnage, flying from tree 
to tree. And, occasionally, we perceiyed several wild 
asses, with which this island abounds, grazing in the shade, 
and as the almost incessant braying of these singular 
qoadrapeds fell upon the ear, the reader may be assured 
tiiat it was very fiu: from being harmonious. Howeyer, 
such a variety <^ sounds greeted us as we sailed akmg, 
from beast, bird, reptile and insect, that at times the dis- 
cordant notes of the ass, blending with sounds o[ sweeter 
cadence, did not &11 so harshly upon the ear ; and (mce 
or twice a gush <^ melody from some solitary wttrbler, 
wafted towards us (m the wings of the zephyrs, seemed 
like the fSaint breathings of the seolian harp. But £Bu*e- 
wen to ihe song? of birds, and verdant landsci^pes, where 
the fell destroyer lurks m ambush in thy shady ^ves ! 
Who would desire to live, whefe, alihou^ every brea& 
inhakd, is pr^umt with perfume, still in that very aroma 
there may be poison and death ! The sailor would rattier 
have the briny ocean for his winding-sheet, and the whis- 
tling wincb to chant his requiem as he sinks into the deptibs 
of the heaving surges, lashed by the fury of the tempest, 
than linger <m the land wiili a burning fever coursing 
through his veins and drinking up his life-blood day by 
day. He would exclaim, in the words of the poet : 

** Grant, gnmt me bat this boon I craTe, 

And I wfll bsUl no more ; 

Oh ! lay me in the ocean graTe, 

When this sad life is o'er ; 

On the bine sea I e'er did roam, 

Hie sea shall be m j last long home ; 

Oh I laj me not in earth's cold grovnd, 

It is no place for me, 

But cast me 'neath the roaring sound, 

Of the wild heaving sea: 
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I ne'er was taught to tread the earth, 

My grave shall be where was my birth. 

Then, when this lifo shall be no more, 

Enfold me in the shroud, 

And cast we where the billowB roar 

Eorerer long and lond ; 

Beneath the wave my grave must be, 

The only resting place forme." 

On gaining the mouilt of ilie harbor, we sailed along a 
ahinrt distance, and then altering our coarse, stood out for 
the broad Atlantic. As we receded from the island, ilte 
freshening breeie urged ns onward through the crested 
waves with qxiickening speed. In a few hours ^^ Princess 
fiur Isle," ahnost upon a level with the horizcm, seemed 
like a cloud upon the ocean's bosom. How jdeaong to 
the ear was the dashing of the billows, as they broke 
against the sides of our vessel, while ploughing through 
the trackless waste, bound for our home! While the 
breeae &vored us, every sail was set that could be spread 
upon our craft, to urge us on our way. The &rtfier we 
receded from the shore, the more invigorating seemed 
each breath of air w6 drew. Joyfrdly did our gallant 
crew attend to the performance of their duiy, their physi- 
cal ener^es bein^ adequate to the task, away from the 
close, confined ai^ sultry atmosphere near the continent 
we had left in the distance. Who would not exclaim, at 
such a time as this, when returning homeward from a 
voyage to a sickly climate : 



" On 1 on I thon eagled-pinioned bark. 

Haste on tiiy watery way 1 
Thou It meet the tempest wild and dark, 

For many a weaiy day. 
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zi. 
" For many a day, and manj a night, 

ThonHt plough the billows deep. 
Or o*er the crested waves, in Ught, 

Majestic beauty sweep. 



" Onward I thou gallant ship 1 nor fear 
The raying tempest's wrath ; 

Out-brave it all, and boldly steer 
Bight on the homeward path ! 



*< I long to hear the ocean's foam 
Dash on my native strand ; 

I long to hear the gales that come 
From my own father-land T' 



CHAPTER XVm. 



In shainng our oouise in order to take advantage of the 
^^ trade winds/' about sunset we found we were upon the 
equator. On this occasion some of the crew suggested 
going through the ceremonies frequently practiced on 
board vessels when '^ crossing the line." But for some 
cause or other they were not performed among the seamen 
of our craft. However, as the reader may not be aware 
of the strange and laughable scenes enacted at such times, 
especially if a ^^ green hand " happens to be on board, on 
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his first yoyage, a brief relation of some of the pftceed- 
ings may be interesting and amusing. 

Previous to the farce, every thing is prepared among 
the crew to enact their parts in a suitable manner. Eadd 
one has his particular action to perform. The poor 
<^ greeny,'^ ifot being let into the secret, littie thinks he 
has to take any part in the play. The crew having fall 
permission firom their officers to carry out the fun as ihey 
please, no restraint is- placed upon their actions. Thus, 
Jack, being at perfect liberiy, and having ^^ carte blanche," 
soon sets things astir. It will, perhaps, be necessary to 
state, that of a dozen vessels crosrang the* equinoctial, no 
two crews among the whole number, will proceed in the 
same maimer. Therefore, this relation applies to only one 
of many of these kinds <^ incidents that have taken j^e 
on ship-board. TVlien the time for action has arrived, one 
of the jolly tars sings out, " We are on the line ! Nep- 
tune must have tribute !" Upon this announcement, a 
sailor who had concealed himself over the bows, gB a rep- 
resentative of the ^^ ocean-god," armed with the grains, 
perhaps, for a trident, and sea-weed, or some thing re« 
s^nblkg it, upon his head, and falling over his shoul^ 
ders, slowly rising from a stooping position,, ^nd standing 
erect, with part of his body above the rail, as if he had 
risen from the ocean itself, poising his trident, hails in a 
gruff voice, ^' What vessel is this, that dares intrude on 
my dcmiinions ?" One of the seamen inmiediately answers, 
<< We come to pay you tribute as we pass." At the same 
time, the sailor advances towards Neptune, who, as he ap- 
proaches, the latter raises his trident from a horizontal to 
a perpendicular, saying, ^^ I accept the tribute." At this. 
Jack advancing within arms length, presents his ocean- 
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makjeSf^ a tm pot (^ pretfej stiff grog. Neptime, reeeiT- 
ing it with his left hand, while hdding the trident with his 
ri^t, carries it to his lips, and ^^ swigg^lg away " tiB about 
half of it is drank, dashes the tin pot, with the remaining 
grog, over the bows into the sea, exclaiming with ike %o- 
tion, ^^ Tbsi is for my wife, Amphitrite." He then erieto 
out, in a hoarse, gmff voice, as if his pipes were not clear, 
ihon^ just wet with soch copous draughts of a fiquor he 
80 much loved, ^^ Is there any one on board who has never 
before entered my dixninions ?" At this question, an an- 
awer is heard firom some part of the i^ssel, in a land of 
aepolcral voice, ^^ There is one ^o has never paid tri- 
bute.'* Neptune then says, in an abrupt manner, ^^ Let 
him be brou^t forth !" Upon the str^igth of this, the 
^^ green hand " is seised by two of the men and presented 
to his ocean-majesty, who passes sentence upon him thus, 
^^ I order you to be blind-folded, and shaved by the crew 
of this dhip, for daring to intrude within my ^ briny 
reahns !^ Pass on your voyage !" 

Before tiie words have scarcely left the hf» of Neptune, 
Ihe poor ^^ greeny " is blind-folded, and tiie rqaresentative 
of Neptune, springing over the rail and standing upon the 
deck, is oftc^^ the first one to apply the ^^ la&er to the no- 
vitiate's face." The latter, thinUng the proceedmgs on 
tiie occasion ^^ ship-shape and all ri^t," submits to the 
operation with as good a grace as he can, although the 
^^ joke '' is sometimes carried a littie too far for mere sport. 
Dipping a paint brush in the cook's ^^ slush-tub," (and 
even the " tarJimcket" does not always escape the con- 
tact of the brudi,) this is applied to the £Bbce of the suf- 
ferer till it is pretty wdl " hihered ;" and Neptune, if he 
chances to be the operator, and feeling the eff&cts of tiie 
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generous beverage he had so freely imbibed, will perhaps 
make a mistake, and the delicate ^^ lather/' may, ^^ per 
accident," get between the lips of the poor greeny. When 
Hm takes place, the ^^ shaving process " is generally dis- 
pensed with, as the joke is then considered, by both par* 
ties, to be earned far enough. However, the ^^ shaving" 
part of the ceremony is frequently performed, with some 
roo^ instrument, such as the blade of an old knife, a 
acfi^r, or a piece of an irc^n hoop. The sport over, the 
joUy tars, taking a drink of grog all round, return to their 
duty as if nothing had happened, save when three or four 
dianced to get together under the lee of the long-boat, to 
lan^ at the ^^ initiation " of the ^^ green hand." Thus 
do sailors have their pastime on the ^^ rolling deep," al- 
tiMm^ the ceremony of " crossing the line " is now nearly 
obsdete, and is more frequently omitted than observed. 

After crossing the line, we continued for several days 
nearly in the same northern latitude, scarcely making any 
progress, on Account of calms, and light, baffling winds. 
Sometimes, in the course of the whole twenty-four hours^ 
half a dozen miles had, not been gained. At such times, 
the heat from the sun's rays was intense. It was neces- 
sary for both officers and men to keep themselves shel- 
tered, as much as possible, from the scorching beams. 
Notwithstanding all the precautions that were taken for 
this purpose, one fi{ the crew was suddenly prostrated by 
a " coup de soleil." The day in which it occurred had 
been unusually calm till towards noon. Not a cloud was 
in the sky, and the burning sun, unobscured, darted his 
fires directly upon our heads. During the greater part of 
the forenoon, while the calm lasted, and no one was re* 
quired at the helm, the men either went below, or kept 
24 
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fliemaelyes in the shade wherever thej could find it. 
While the captain and mate were taking their daily ob- 
servation, with their instmments, at twelve o'clock, a Hg^t 
breeze havmg sprung up, the young Spaniard whcHU we 
had shipped at Princess' Island was ordered to take the 
helm. He was thus exposed to the full power of tiie sun, 
without any other shelter than a very light and tfiin straw 
hat. The officers having succeeded in taking the meridiaii 
altitude, and the wind dying away, they went below into, the 
cabin, to work out their observation. While thus em- 
ployed, a noise was heard upon deck above, as if some- 
ti^g heavy had fallen. On gaining the deck, the young 
Spaniard was found lying upon his back, perfectly sense- 
less. The noise of his fall brought dl hands aft, who, as 
they gazed upon their shipmate, supp6sed him dead. Wa- 
ter being thrown in his fiekce, partially revived him, but on 
his being conveyed below, a fever immediately set in, and 
for several days he was delirious. On tiie turn of the fe- 
ver, a favorable change was observed, after which he rap- 
idly recovered, so as to be able, in a very short time, to 
walk about the deck. From the period of his prostration 
by the " coup de soleil," to his convalescence, nofliing but 
calms, and occasionally very light winds, had prevailed. 
Not a single day did we experience for a length of more 
than one or two hours in the twenty-four, a fine, whole- 
sail breeze. But this is to be expected in the Atlantic, 
near, and on either side of the equator, before getting 
into the general " trade winds," especially when not far 
from the African coast. 

One day, while going at the rate of four or five knots, 
a large school of porpoises suddenly made their appear- 
ance, and sported across our bows. In a few minutes tiie 
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mate had a harpoon through iiid bod j of one of their 
number, and he ^aa flomidering upon the deck. Would 
that we had never seen this rover of the deep blue sea ; 
for this verj porpoise was the means of our losing the 
young Spanish sailor. It was thus : While he remained 
aiok) every kind of solid food was kept from him, and even 
when convalescent, the captam cautioned him not to eat 
any rabstance of a hard or gross nature, as his stomach 
would not be able to digest it. This precauti(m, however, 
proved to be unavailing. The stewaixl, having cooked the 
liver of the fish we had caught, which is the only part of the 
porpoise generally used for food, the crew made a hearty 
meal of it for tiieir dinner. Some bemg left, ^er they had 
finidied their repast, in the cook's galley, the young Span- 
iard feeling a sharp appetite, and not thinking of the con- 
sequences of his indulging it, got hold of the tempting 
luxury, unseen by any one, and greedily devoured all that 
remained. In a short time he compliuned of a violent 
pain in the re^^on of the stomach, nausea and headache. 
He turned into his berth as soon as these feelings com- 
menced, and on bemg questioned by the captain as to what 
he had been eating, at first ho seemed unwilling to inform 
him. Fimdly, on the captain's insisting to know, tiie fact 
of his imprudence was fully elicited. Suitable medicines 
were immediately given, but no beneficial effects appeared 
to be produced. Hour by hour he grew worse ; he neither 
could be made to vomit, nor in any way eject the heavy 
load upon his stomach. For some days he remained in 
this situation, all the time being in great distress. At 
length the pain ceased, and mortification ensued. The 
stench from the poor fellow was ahnoet insu£krable. We 
were forced to sleep, and also take our meab, <m deck. 
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and all the time kept burning, day and ni^t, gum copal, 
or any thing of a mmilar nature, in order to fumigate iiie 
yessel, and in some degree to destaroy the oflfensiTe smell 
from tiie unfortunate, dying sailor. The deadly poisoD 
from the nuHtified and decayed flesh, was not long in finish- 
ing its work. In less than a week from the time he began 
to mcnrtify, he breathed his last! 

As soon as the breath had left the body, which was but 
a short time after sunrise, this mass of putre&ction, (tbe 
lower limbs having mortified before the vitals were affect- 
ed,) was immediately taken from the berih, and sewed up 
in a hammock. To the feet, a heavy stick of ebony was 
attached. This done, a plank was placed amidships of 
the vessel, (as is customary on such solemn occaaons at 
sea,) partly projecting one end over the mde. The body 
being laid upon it, previous to its sepulture, all hands were 
called, for the second time on board our craft, near the 
shores of Africa, to the «< burial of the dead !" llie 
scene was solemn indeed! No land in si^t, not a breadi 
of air stirring, the water as smooth as a mirror, and 
as clear and ^^ deeply, beauiafully blue '' as the azure arch 
above. With uncovered heads, all stood near the corpse, 
while the captain repeated a prayer suited to the sad event. 
At the conclusion, while a tear could be seen coursing 
down the cheek of more than one of the litde group, the 
body of the young sailor, who but so short a time had been 
amongst us, was sbwly launched from the plank into the 
deep, while all on board, with one simultaneous impulse, 
directed their gaze over the side, as it sunk throu^ the 
transparent water and finally disappeared. 

For several days after this melancholy occurrence, the 
crew continued to speak of the loss of their shipmate. 
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Their acqusuntanoe with him had beep brief ^ therefore it 
was not to be supposed that a few days' intiinacj could 
have created a verj strong and ardent affection or fnend- 
ship fear one who was not gdIj almost a stranger to them, 
but also a foreigner. Saibrs, it is well known, seld(»Q 
^ve way to grief for any length of time, however great 
their loss or cause may be. Not Ihat they have feelings 
less sensitive than other men, (for none, of any profession 
<m earth, have finer feelings for distress, or suffering of 
any kind,) but, being as it were in the midst of dangers 
eontinually, both on the deep and in sickly climates, where 
death becomes fstfniliar in abnost every shape the imagina- 
tion can c<mceive, they soon learn to be reconciled to 
whatever may happen. 

From our departure from Princess Island, nearly a fort- 
night was passed in ihe vicinity of the ^' line ;" one day, 
perhaps, with scarcely a breath of wind to fan us along on 
our course, and ihe next, during the twenty-four hours, 
ligjit breezes for a short time from every quarter of the 
compass ; this moment heading in the right direction for a 
few miles, and then several poiats off; so that from day to 
day we in reality gained but very little towards our des- 
tined port. At length, when our patience had been nearly 
exhausted on accoimt of protracted calms, or light, baffling 
winds, we one day, haviog a fine run with a favorable 
breesEC, finally struck into the ^^ south-east trades." We 
were rejoiced at this, knowing that we should have many 
degrees of latitude to pass through, and as is generally 
the case in running down the '^ trades," most of the time a 
fior wind and pleasant weather. To make up for our loss, as 
much as possible, by the calms and adverse winds to which 
we had been subjected, as soon as it was observed that we 

' Digitized by Google 



488 VOYAGE TO THE WEST COAST OP AFRICA. 

should not, perhaps, be under the necessity of furling a 
sail for a distance of many hundred miles, our captain or- 
dered every rag of canvas that was likely to be of any 
kind of use, to be set upon our craft, and ^^preven- 
ters ** placed wherever they were required to support the 
tapering spars that aloft were to bear the full force of ihe 
** general breeze." With every sail fully expanded by 
the welcome gales, how beautifully did our vessel cleave 
through the dancing and crested waves ! Her bows now 
nused upon the heaving billow, and anon plunging into the 
vale of waters, ploughed up the briny and yielding ele- 
ment into masses of foam, of dazzling, snowy whiteness. 

Borne ijong, day by day, with constant and scarcely 
changuig winds to fill the suls, greatly contrasts wifli die 
monotony of a calm and tranquil sea, where Hke eye be- 
holds nothing in any direction, but a broad, extended, un- 
dulating plain of glassy smoothness. Sailing upon a irop- 
ical sea, with the fair, whole-sail and refreshing breath of 
the ** trades," to waft us o'er the deep, blue, taracklesB 
waste, is indeed deli^tful. But if we take into consider- 
ation the wonderful works of the Creator's wisdom, dis- 
played to our vision in the heavens above, and in the almost 
boundless and illimitable extent of the ^^ liquid prairie," 
o'er the restless and ever-heaving bosom of which we are 
urged onward by the unseen winds, then language fiiils to 
express the grandeur, the majesty, the sublimity of such a 
scene. For, from our little " wooden citadel " we look 
above, around, and in the ^^ rolling deep," and what do we 
behold ? We see the sun in aU the refulgence of his 
brightness, coursing through the azure vault, wiHiout a 
cloud to obscure his resplendent glory ; where not a speck 
of fleeciest vapor stms or duns the transparency of Hie 
clear, blue ether of " heaven's lofty dome." 
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We cast our eyes around in everj direction of the vast 
circumference, and at everj point of the great circle, the 
ocean and the sky seem to meet and to embrace each 
other. Yet, though no other vessel save our own is visible 
upon the wide, extended field of waters, we are by no 
means alone ! The air and the sea are both teeming with 
life, that is animated, restless, and constantly in motion. 
The albatross, the monarch of the feathered tribes that fre- 
quent the tropical seas, with an expanse of wing of three 
or four feet from tip to tip, may be seen soaring along ma- 
jestically over the "snowy-crested" waves, watching for 
his prey ; and as the littie timid flying fish, driven from 
the watery element by their natural enemies, the dolphin 
and bonito, trust for a few brief moments to the air for 
security, the albatross, the tropic-bird, and many others, 
seize upon these trembling, helpless victims of their pur- 
suit while upon the wing, and with an exulting scream, 
when the captive is secured, feed upon their spoils, as they 
sail witii well-poised pinions a few feet above the billows. 
Thus from the dawn^f day to the duskiness of evening, is 
the pursuit continued ; and tiie poor, harmless flying-fish, 
continually driven from his own element by his voracious 
enemies, the dolphin, bonito, and other species, lodes for 
safety in the opposite element ; but alas ! in vain ; for his 
feathered foes, who soar along, above him and with him, 
upon the wing, ready to pounce upon him at any moment, 
he find equally as merciless ; not an instant's respite, there- 
fore, has he, either in air or water. K, perchance, he es- 
capes from his feathered foes, and weary and exhausted 
with his flight, folds his expanded wings and drops into 
his own element again, even here his enemies are close at 
hand, for not having the power to glide through the denser 
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medium with the same relocify as throu^ the air, the 
dolphin, neyer relinquishing the chase, and leaping from 
waye to wave, had nearly overtaken him while upon the 
wing, makes an easy prey of the little harmless and per- 
secuted flying-&h. 

As we sail onward through tropic seas, we daily behold 
new wonders, that lead the reflecting mind to contemplate 
the power and the wisdom of diat Being who filled Uie 
mighty depth with waters, and created living things to 
subsist, grow, and increase in the fathomless abyss. We 
behold huge whales raising their ponderous heads above 
the curling waves, and as they spout tiie briny flood aloft, 
reflected in the sunbeams, it appears, in fiiJling, to min^e 
with its kindred element again, like showers of glittering 
gems poured directly from the heavens. Althou^ tor 
several days after we first struck into the ^^ trades,'^ we 
oould often perceive dolphins, albacores and bonitos, at a 
distance from us, in full pursuit of numerous schools of 
fljing-fish, the dolphin often leaping, at a bound, several 
feet, and always in the van of his coApanions in the chase, 
still we had not succeeded in capturing, either by grains 
or hook, a fish of any kmd. A few v^ small flymg-fish, 
(ffily, had in their flight accidentally struck the lower 
sails,* and fallen on board. 

One beautiful day, as we were still pressing onwards 
throng the bounding billows, with the freshening breath 
of the " trades " filling every inch of canvas spread upon 
our craft, a large school of dolphins suddenly made their 
appearance near us. On this occasion, perceiving there 
were but very few flying-fish in the vicinity to divert their 

♦ The flying-fish seldimi rises upon the wing higher than twenty or 
twentj-fire feet from the ocean. 
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attention, it was thought a good opportunity to make some 
effort to capture two or three of tiiese noble fish, either by 
hook or grains. For one or two hours, however, we were 
destined to be disappointed, as thej would not approach 
within strikitig distance, though we could disianctlj per* 
oeive these splendid specimens of the finny tribes, some>- 
times on our weather-quarter, and the next instant darting 
i^ead of us as if we were at anchor, notwiliistandin^ we 
were sailing at the rate of nine or ten knots. It is sup- 
posed there is no fish ttiat swims the ocean with greater 
velocity than the dolphin. And in fact, let any one who 
never saw a fish of this kind before, just have a single 
^ance of the peculiar formation of the sharp and wedge- 
like head, tapering and length of body, and fuller comple- 
ment of fins of tiiis rover of the deep over other species that 
frequent the seas, and he will at once confess that the dol- 
jiiin is indeed designed, in every way, for speed through 
the watery element ; and as its food, and constant object 
of pursuit, is flying-fish, velocity is necessary for this 
purpose. Here we see, both in the dolphin and his' little 
winged enemy, the handiwork and the wisdom of that 
Ghreat Being who ruleth the earth and the seas. 

After the dolphins had been round us, for an hour or so, 
we likewise saw several bomtos and albacores, but they all 
seemed to keep at such a distance from us, that the mate, 
who remained on the bowsprit for some time, prepared witii 
the grains to strike any straggler that should chance to 
come within the range of his deadly missile, got ahnost 
out of patience, when, fortunately, two noble dolphins, of 
about five feet in length, suddenly darted towards us, and 
Bwimming side by side just ahead of the ^^ foam-wreailis " 
at the bows of our "vessel, in the clear blue water directly 
24* 
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beneath where the mate was perched, gave him a fine op** 
portunity to try his skill with the barbed weapon. We 
were not long kept in' suspense as to the restdt. In an 
inst^t the pronged steel was hurled with sure and &tal 
aim, and piercing throu^ the body of the fish, one of the 
finest and most beautiful dolphilis that ever swam the seas, 
was struggling upon our decks, transfixed with the grains, 
an(f as he quiyered and gasped his life away, what splen* 
did colors, of green, purple, crimson, and gold— what 
more than rainbow hues flashed upon the eye &om the dy-* 
ing dolphin I 

In less than an hour after the capture of ihe beautiM 
stranger, all on board were feasting upon as fine a chowder 
as the most fSastidious epicure could desire. And our 
cook, in cleaning the fish, took fix^m the stomach two large 
sized flying-'fisb, one of which was partly digested, the 
other in a perfectly firesh and natural state, apparently, 
haying been taken by the yoracious dolphin but a short 
time before we made him our prize. Doubtless hundreds, 
perhaps thousands^ of these little harmless things had been 
deyoured by this magnificent, but merciless specimen of 
the finny race. 

For seyeral days together, we had the good fortune to 
catch, by grains and hook, as many fish as we wanted, 
both doli^iin and bonitos. Sometimes, haying a surplus, 
they were cut up into small pieces, and thrown oyerboard 
to those which continued to follow us. Rnally, on coming 
to a part of the ocean where flying^h appeared to be 
more numerous than usual, schools of one or two hundred 
being frequently seen rising from the water in eyery di* 
rection, we soon found we were deserted by our welcome 
and agreeable company, and for more than a week, at a 
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time, it was a rare thing for us to succeed in taking a fish 
cf any description, although we constantlj kept hook and 
line trailing in our wake. 

Instances, however, hare been known, where sereral 
sckods of fish, of tlie description above-mentioned, have 
continued* near a ship the whole distance from tiie equal(»*, 
near the African shore, to a latitude of twentj-ei^t de- 
grees, or thirty degrees north. A captain stated that 
once, during his voyages to foreign lands, he witnessed 
with his own eyes, an incident of this kind. Having 
struck into the trades a little north of the ^^ line," the brig 
which he was in going along pretty fast, he suddenly per- 
ceived fish of difierent descriptions leajMng out of the wa- 
ter, as they followed his vessel. Lines were immediately 
thrown over, and in a short time m(H*e fish than all hands 
could possibly consume, for that day at least, were cap- 
tared. An idea occurred to him that by baiting tiiese 
schools by tiie surplus caugjht, they mi^t be induced to 
fdlow iiie brig. This plan was tried, and succeeded ad- 
mirably. Each day as many as were desired were taken, 
rither by the hock or grains. After selecting of the num- 
ber an that were required for the ship's company, the rest 
were cut up and thrown over the side. In the course of 
a few days, the fish being fed thus, were so tame that in 
throwing over the food they would approach so near tke 
chains, that any particular fish desired, could be easily 
reached by the grains. And for more than « month, the 
crew feasted upon fresh fish every day, consisting mostiy 
of dol}dnns and bonitos ! 

If we had the power to look down hundreds of &thoms 
into tiie ^< deep profound," what wonders, doubtiess, should 
we behold, of wldch the ima^^tion can form no conception. 
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We see, it is true, sporting upon the sur&ee rf ^ old 
ocean's billows," huge whales, whose enonnons bulk and 
perfect ease in forcing their way through the trackless 
waste, excite our asUniishment and admiration, and natur- 
ally lead us to reflect upon the wisdom of that Being who 
created such monsters, and provides food for their nour^ 
ishment and support. But may we not naturally be led to 
suppose, from what is beheld xipcm the mar^ of the seas, 
that £Bur, &t beneath the oyer restless flood, there may be 
other monsters of such yast dimen8i<nis that the largest 
whales would aj^ar insignificant ? and eyen place the &^ 
mom ^^kraken" of the ^^ Norway coast" in oompanson 
with them, there would, perhaps, be as great a diflferenee 
as there is between a whale and a dolphin ! We know not 
but for ages they may haye been increasing in size, till the 
mighty liying mass of one of these creatures would fill a 
qpace in the sub-marine depths, of several acres. Still, if 
such monsters exist, (and I see no reas(m why they should 
not,) no mortal eye will probably ever behdd them. Thegr 
may roam for ages yet to come in their ^^ broad and fiftth- 
omlees dcnnain," and increase and multiply, and remain 
unharmed or unscathed by the deadly weapons of man. 

If the briny fluid coidd be ^^ pierced " by the yisi<ni, 
with the same ease as the pure, transparent ether above 
us, then, and then only, as we sailed along throuj^ the 
<^ waste of waves," could we look beneath the ocean's 
bosom into its cavernous depths. There, not only m<m- 
sters of every me and conformation that the imagination 
could conceive, would doubtiess meet our gacej and aston- 
ish, and perhaps cause a sudden s^isation of fear at the 
aii^t, but we should also behold many a noble ship, that 
had been wredced by the fuiy of the tempest, <»r over- 
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-whelmed in an nnkckj hour by the insatiate flood firom an 
tmezpected leak, suspended (as it were) in mid ocean, 
fike the clond that floats in the element above. We know 
nothing as regards the bottom of the sea, in its deeper 
parts. It is true, that bj means of the plummet, it has 
been satisfSEu^torily ascertained where it has been reached, 
tiiat the bott(m ik the sea, like the land, has its moimtaiiMi 
and valleys ; but its greatest depths cannot be sounded at 
all. A writer says, in speaking of the ocean : 

^^VHiere the plummet can be used, and in still lees 
depths, where the eye can readi, the bottom of the sea 
presents very different appearances, as it is ccnnposed of 
rooks, days, shells, sands, etc. In many parts, near the 
coasts of America, it is covered with vegetables, which 
makes it look as green as a meadow, on which are seen 
thousands of turtles and other sea-animals feeding: in 
others, as along the coasts of Africa, in the Persian Outf, 
etc., but especially in the Bed Sea, it is, literally speaking, 
a forest of submarine plants and corals, formed by xosects 
for their habitations, sometimes branching out to a great 
extent; and at last, with the accumulation of the wrecks 
tiie sea deposits upon them, forming lands and islands for 
the habitations of men, and bold shores, or ree& of coral- 
line rocks, which are dangerous to navigation, but which 
mamtam the acquisitions made from the ocean, while it 
heaves against them a prodi^ous w^^t of waters, which 
being dashed into foam by the abrupt oppodtion, is called 
by the mariner the surf of the sea." 

Althougih the inquisitive mind of the philosopher has 
been for ages looking into the works of nature in order to 
make discoveries; and in &ct many things are now brought 
to Hj^t and easily comprehended that were onoe thou|^t 
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bejond &• retch of the homia nndeiBtaadmg; still, how 
miny wonders do we behdd continually around ns, in air, 
earth, and ocean, of irfiich oar boasted wisdom is eaUidy 
ignorant! 

Who can tell firom whence the sea deriyes its saltneas? 
.For thousands <^ years has it continaed to roll on in storm 
and calm, with all the mi^ty rirers of the ^obe constantly 
pouring their firesh and living floods into its bosom; and 
the same saline properties are still retained! Millions <^ 
tons firom the sor&oe of the sea are also daily drawn up 
in vapor by the sun's rays, and being condensed in the 
atmosphere, assumes the form of clouds^ and in copoos 
diowers of water, ^^ perfectly firedi/' ftUs and minj^ 
again in its ^^changed properties'' with the ocean bcm 
which it arose. 

May it not then be as reasonable a suppositicm as any 
other, in considering the unchan^ng saltness of the ^^liqukl 
deep," to suppose l^t at the bottom of its &thomless val- 
lies salt abounds in sufficient quantities to constantly 
supply tiie element with its saline qualities? This, how- 
ever, is merely conjecture. Yet, if it be not so, in what 
other way can we poor mortals accoont for this singular 
^^phenomenon" in every ocean on the globe? And still 
another wonder, equally incomprehensible, as the cause of 
its saline propei^es, fills us with astcHiishment in our ob- 
servations and reflection^ up(m the great deep. We draw 
firom its hcmom living tilings both great and smaQ; enor- 
mous whales or the most dimmutive fish that swims, and 
not¥rithstanding they existed fix)m their birth in an el^nent 
pregnant with saltness, they are as ^^perfecttyfreA to the 
toHey*^ as the fish taken fitmi the firesh waters of an inland 
lake. 
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tn short, thousands of objects, entirelj ineomprehensible 
to our feeble understanding, doubtless exist in tiie vast ex* 
tent of the un&thomable ocean. Volumes might be writ* 
ten even in giving a brief description of tiiose the human 
eje has been permitted to behoM, both animate and inani- 
mate. Yet*tiiese may be as nothing, comparativelj, to 
tiiose which are unseen. Bj the assistance of the telescope 
ire are enabled to look through etherial space and survey 
the wonders of the vaulted arch of heaven; but what tel- 
escope has ever yet been invented, by the ingenuity of 
man, through which his eye could pierce the dep&s of 
ocean ? Still, by IJie sagacity and prowess of tiie mariner^ 
even the mi^ty ^^ leviathan" is attacked and destroyed in 
the liquid domain where he roamed as ^^ monarch of the 
seas.'' A brief account of the manner of capturing tiie 
whale, firom an English writer, may not be uninteresting 
to the general reader; and there are, doubtless, many 
persons who never read a description in relation to this 
dangerous pursuit. 

<^For the encouragement of this business, the British 
government ^ves a bounty to the vessels; it is regulated 
by the number of her boats: for every hundred tons the 
vessel is of burden, as measured by the officers of the cus* 
toms, she carries a boat ; to each boat there is a harpooner, 
and a crew of six or seven. When they are arrived at a 
proper latitude, they are all upon the watch, and some of 
them, every now and then, run up into the rigging for a 
better lookout. One boat, or perhaps more, at the same 
tfane keeps rowing at a distance from the vessel. When a 
whale is discovered by its spouting up water, the boat di- 
rectly rows up to its side: the harpooner, who stands at 
the bow of the boat, plunges his hsorpoon in its body; tiie 
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boat immediAtel J harries off, for fear the fish dioold darii 
it in pieces hj the flouncing of its tail; they then hoist a 
little flag, whkh when disooyered on board, the signal 10 
g^yen, by calling oat, Fall! The other boats, which had 
been slang on the sides of the vessel, eqaipped with all 
their tackle, and ready to be lowered into die water at a 
moment's warning, are immediately let go; in.lei^ the 
crews, and row off with all haste to the assistance of the 
other boat. It is some time before the whale seems to 
feel the blow; and the animal c<mtmaesfor a while motioii- 
less <m the water; the shaft continaes to perce deeper and 
deeper into its body. At length, roased from its seeming 
lethargy, it darts down into the water withamaaing raj»d- 
ity. As it makes off, it draws after it with such velocity 
the line or cord of the harpoon, which is c<nled apon the 
boat, that one man has to stand by with an axe ready to 
cat it, if it should entangle, lest the boat should be overset, 
and tiiey be all drawn down together; another with a mop, 
keeps constantly wetting the edge of the boat, where the 
line runs over, to prevent its being set on fire by the fric- 
ticm of the rope ; in the meantime the boat pursues, as fast 
as they can row, the direction of the line ; the others fol- 
low, and the ship, as well as it can, for there are but very 
few left on board, brings up the rear. If the fish is not 
mortally wounded, he can flounce about for an hour, and 
draw a line of a thousand fethoms after it; m which case, 
the other boats hasten up and add their lines; and some- 
times it gets off by diving under an ice-island; but com- 
monly it is killed. 

The enormous animal has to come up to the top of the 
water to breathe: the crews are ready to renew their at- 
tacks; they dart their harpoons into its body ; it again dives 
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and rises again; thej repeat their blows till the whale 
be^DS to be quite enfeebled and spent, when they plunge 
their longer spears or lances into various parts of its body; 
the enormous animal expires, and the ocean seems dyed 
with blood. When the whale is dead, its belly turns up- 
wards; then the boats tow it away, and it is lashed along- 
side of the ship; the first work is then to go with a boat 
into its jaws, and cut out all the whalebone barders very 
cautiously from its gums, with a long bending knife, and 
to draw them up at tiie capstan. This enormous beast of 
the ocean, which measures from fifly to eighty feet in 
length; which was found to reach two hundred, when the 
SSscayneers, in the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
first led the way into these seas, and the animal had time 
^yen it to come to its growth, and which Pliny reports to 
be nine hundred and sixty feet long, we may very natur- 
aDy suppose must devour a great quantity of fish; its 
throat, however, is so strait, that it will not admit a fish 
larger than a herring to enter: it liy^ up<^ li^e insects 
that are sometimes seen floating in clusters on the surfiioe 
(3i the water; and though the whale is a gregarious animal, 
being found in great herds, yet upon this minute food it 
acquires the most astonishing, fatness. For feeding xipcm 
these, teetii would be mmecessary; in place of which it 
has in its upper jaw the barders, blades, or whiskers, as 
they are called, for bruising or detaining its food: these 
c<mipose what we call the whaleb(me: they are of different 
lengths, like the pipes of an organ; they shut into the 
under-jaw, which is a little hollow, as mto a sheaih; they 
run also along the tongue in a longitudinal direction. The 
great jtoothless, or proper Greenland whale, answers this 
description: there are other sorts that have teeth, and 
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panme tlieir prey, and are more nuschievous and savage 
in their habits. When the best of the barders are cut out, 
to the amount of many hundreds, iliey cut off the blubber 
from the tongue, and then proceed to strip the ii^hole body 
of the &t, beginning bolji at the head and tail at once, 
and ending in the middle, 

<< The men that stand on iiie fish have sharp irooB on 
their shoes, to prevent them from slipping: they cut off 
the fins and tail, to be converted into glue ; and lasdy , 
they strip off the fi^^t on the middle part of its body, all tiae 
while removing the ropes wherein it is slung, as occa&((m 
may require. Whai the mountaiii of flesh is thus stripped 
of its fat, it Icses its buoyancy; it is turned adrift; down 
goes the carcase or scrag into the deep, with a general 
and joyful huzza of the crew. In a few days it bursts and 
rises again, and serves to regale the fishes, birds, and 
bears with a i»rofuse festirity. Some nations also are fond 
of the flesh of the whale: iiie people near the south pole, 
as well as those of Greenland, are ezkemely fond of it: 
the French seamen are now and then found to dress and 
use it as their ordinary diet at sea; but the ^Qig^ish and 
Dutch sailors say it is hard, and ill-tasted. The value of 
a single fish is usually about one thousand pounds. 

^^ The method of the Greenlanders in teldng the whale, 
rather differs from that of the Europeans; bodi men and 
women compose the parties; iiie business of the women is 
to row, and to mend the seamen's jackets imd the boats 
whenever they are damaged. For good luck in the expe- 
dition, they dress in the best manner they can, supposing 
the squeamish whale would escape, or if dead, that it 
would sink, if any one wore dirty cloiiies, especially those 
wherein be had handled a dead corpse. When they see a 
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fiah, they make boldlj up to it in their men's and women's 
boats, and strike it with several harpoons, to which blad- 
ders are hong, made of great seal'-skins. Th^se so en- 
oumber and impede the whale, that it cannot sink deep. 
When it is tired out, they dispatch it with their little 
lanoes. The men then creep into their sea-jackets, which 
are made of seal-skin, and answer as shoes, stockings, 
^yes, coat, and cap, all in one i»ece: these they fasten 
light on their heads, and leap fearless (m the fish, and into 
the sea. The w in their jackets prevents their sinking, 
aiKl enables them to stand erect in the water. They strip 
eff the blabber, and cut oat the barders. As every spec- 
tator may claim a share in the spoil, the scene is sometimes 
very disorderly: men, women, and children tumbling in 
heaps over one another, each with a knife, striving to pro<- 
core a porticm of the enormoas prize. They consider the 
acquisition as a happy circumstance of their lives; they 
encamp beside it when drawn ashore, and seldom remove 
tOl they have left nothing but the bones." 

Bitt what was the whale fishery, as prosecuted by o&er 
nations <me or two centuries ago, in comparison to the exr 
tent which this adventurous business is carried on at the 
present day, by the citizens of the ^^ United States of 
America?" There is not a sea on the fieuse of the ^be 
where a whale is to be found, where the American flag 
may not be seen waving its stars and stripes from the mas^ 
bead of the whale-ship. Although many brave seamen 
annually lose their lives in this dangerous employment, by 
the savage ferocity of some of these enormous fish, when 
incautiously attacked, still others, equally fearless, are im- 
mediately found to take their place. 

I will relate a singular circumstance that oceurred not 
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long smce in a whale-boat, of which I was informed b j a& 
eye-witness. It was in the South Pacific ocean. The 
captain and six men had put off from the ship in the boat, 
and coming up with a pretty large whale, succeeded in 
driving a harpocm deep into his body. .Keeping out of 
the reach of the monster's flukes, with which he lashed tlie 
water into foam, while his huge bulk remained stati0nar7 
upon the surfiEice of the water, they waited to see him diire 
beneath; but the ci^tm being rather impatient, ordered 
the men to row a little nearer the whale, at the same time 
taking a lance he darted it with such unerring aim that lA 
nearly pierced throu^ the thickest part of the flukea. 
Upon this, the ammal probably feeling the effects of the 
weapcm, began to more his unwieldy fbrm, preparatory to 
a dive into the briny deep; the harpoon, also, doubtless, 
giving him more uneasiness than the lance, as the former 
in sinking into the blubber touched a tenderer part How- 
ever, be this as it may, the whale with a sudden slaroke of 
his flakes threw the lance, with the line attached, thirty or 
forty feet into the air, and as it came down like an arrow, 
pcunt first, one of the oarsmen, who was midships of the 
boat, his body inclining a little backwards, received the 
sharp instrument directly througih the thick part of his 
thij^ , junning him completely to the thwart. In a moment, 
all were in confusion and constematicm at the poor fellow's 
singular predicament; while at the same time the wounded 
saibr uttered piteous groans, thinking, no doubt, it was 
all over with him. The whale also, after disenga^ng the 
lance from his tail, and, perhaps, feeling himself free from 
such an unusual incumbrance in his ^' rudder ^^ suddenly 
plimged his head beneath the waves and began to draw 
out the line attached to the harpoon with great rapidity 
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from tiie bows of the boat. These events transpired so 
quickly, one after the other, that for a moment the captain 
seemed to have lost all presence of mind ; but qnicklj re- 
coyering from this state, he instantly ordered the line to 
be cut that was made fast to the whale, and his feelings of 
hmnanity prompting him to think more of the wounded 
tar tiian of the rich prize which he had nearly secured, he 
urged his men to row for their lives towards the ship then 
at a distance of two or three miles off. The noble fellows 
needed no stimulant to urge them on while a shipmate's 
life was in danger. With a strong and hearty pull, that 
made the pliant oars bend like reeds at every stroke, they 
forced their sharp-prowed boat throu^ the surging waves 
with the velocity of the dolphin, the captain all tlie time 
supporting iiie wounded man in his arms and encouraging 
him, by every means in his power, though the blood had 
completely saturated iiie duck trowsers of the poor fellow 
and began to drop into the boat. Yet the captain thought 
it not prudent to draw the weapon from the wou]id, lest he 
should bleed to death, before he was alongside his ship. 
Has was soon accomplished by the exertions of the men at 
their oars, and by the ship's standing for the boat, a signal 
having been made from the latter at ^e time of their first 
striking the whale. On arriving alongside, the lance was 
carefully drawn out, the wounded sailor gently hoisted up 
tiie gangway, carried into the cabin, and the wound dress- 
ed. It fortunately proved to be only a flesh wound, the 
principal artery not having been touched at all. In about 
three weeks, my informant said, tliis man was able to walk 
about the decks. 

How. delightful is the sensation we experience, when 
bound home from a foreign clime, to be assured that a &ir, 
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steady, and whole-sail breeze is every moment bearing xm 
nearer to our desired haven! We are anzioos that each 
square foot, or even every inch of canvas spread to the 
breath of the gentle gale should feel its power, and urge 
our vessel fiuster on, so eager are we to view once more 
our native shores agiun. And when the freshening hreese, 
fully expanding each spreading sail in rounded volumes, 
causes tiie pliant and yielding spars to bend like willows, 
how anjdously each rope and stay is watched lest some- 
thing should give way , and compel us to lessen our ^^ flying- 
kites," and consequently decrease our speed towards our 
port of destination! Then how exciting the scene, at the 
sudden rising of a school of flying-fish from the waters— 
tiie dolphin leaping in full pursuit, and perhiq)s at the same 
moment numbers of porpoises sporting around our vessel, 
and crossing and re-crossing the bows, though going 
through the element at a rate of ei^t or nine knots ! 

It is not monotonous upon the sea, when a fine, fair 
breeoe fills each spreading sail and curls the summit of 
every wave into white and dassling foam. No ! For we 
may then look abroad in every direction upon the mi^ty 
deep and the whole vast circumference, as far as tiie eye 
can extend, presents a moving, animated and life-like 
scene. There is music in the breathing wind, and a pleas- 
ing harmony even in the dashing of the waters. We take 
delight in watching the sea-bird, as he gracefully glides 
along above the ^^foam-capped bHlows," and seizing upon 
his prey, the little timid flying-fish, as he rises from the 
waves, exultingly feeds upon his prize, as he slowly soars, 
with an untiring wing, a few feet from the feathery spray 
beneath his waving pinions. There cannot then be any 
monotony in scenes like these to the inquisitive mind. But 
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wben the shades of night have settled down upon the 
ocean, and the myriad waves that sport upon its bo6<»n 
flash upon the eyes of the beholder from their curling topt 
bright flames of sparkling fire, as if the whole sur&oe of 
tlie deep was illuminated with waving torches ; and even 
the sudden transit of a fish through the water leaves a 
^ttering train in its wake,* like a Sf^ndid meteor counh 
ing through the heavens, — is not then the scene presented 
to the view sufficient to baffle the skill of the most gifted 
artist and defy the powers of his pencil to portray upon 
tiie canvas? 

But it is indeed monotonous upon the sea, when not a 
breath ruffles the surface of its undulating and mirrored 
bosom. There is then no music in the creaking of the 
spars and blocks, as they are swayed to and fro by the 
lazy, rolling motion of the vessel, or in the dull, heavy 
flapping of the loose canvas against the masts. This we 
had experienced many times during our voyage. At such 
moments as these a sailor's patience is sorely tried, for he 
abhors a calm. He knows, if "outward bound," no pro- 
gress can be made towards his destined port. K on the 
^^ homeward track," he is conscious that little is to be 
gained upon the sleeping billow, without a breeie to sport 
with and curl each heaving crest and fill in rounded vol- 
umes the snowy canvas of his gallant ship. 

Several weeks had passed away since we left Princess 

♦ This pecniiar appearance of the waters of the ocean is often wit- 
nessed by mariners at certain times in yarious latitudes; stiU, no one 
has yet been able to ascertain the real cause of this singidar phenome- 
non. Some attribute it to the presence of minute insects; others to 
electricity. As the coruscations of the "Aurora Borealis" have puzsled 
for ages the most gifted minds as to their positive origin, so, also, maj 
these seemingly '* flashing fires'^ in the deep, continue to display their 
fflories to the end of time, known only to Him who holds the ocean in 
the hollow of his hand ! 
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Island, near the shores of Afiica, and we were sdll clear- 
iBg our way through the deep blue waters, impelled by 
the unseen winds of the gentle, even trades, eveiy moment 
nearer our own beloved New-England home. 

Never did the poor Swiss emigrant, when far awaj in a 
foreign land, yearn for his home more on hearing his fiivor- 
ite ^^ Bans des Yaohes " suddenly struck up by some stroll- 
ing amateur, tlian did I now dedre to see ^^my own, my 
native land," once m<»re. Dangers of various kinds we 
had encountered up<Hi tiie ^vasty deep" and near ihe 
"Afric shore." Protected by ibsA Being who upholds 
and causes to revolve tiie shining worlds above im, as well 
as guides tiie ship with her little helpless crew across the 
angry and threatening waters of a tempestuous ocean, we 
had been permitted to escape, and were still safely riding 
upon tiie Atlantic wave, unscathed in spars, sails, or hull. 
Much, much had we to be tiiankful for, as now rapdly 
approaching our home, not many days' sail favored by a 
gentle breeze would carry us tiuther. 

How pleasing is it, at such a time, to see each and every 
seaman on board cheerfully and willingly engaged in the 
performance of th^ various duties. One or two, perhaps, 
emjdoyed in spinning spuxnyam or sinuate ; while another 
may be perceived with his brush painting some part of the 
vessel that, by exposure to the different climates through 
which we had passed, had become rusty and unpleasing to 
the eye of the close observer. There, just abaft the fore- 
mast, stands a son of Neptune, with his rope-yam and 
marline-spike, preparatory to fitting a new ratline, serving 
a stay, or splicing a rope. While last but not leaH, the 
indispensable and not-to-be-despised ^^ chef de cusine," is 
observed at the same time occasionally popping his head 
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firom the ^^ galley" with his red cap jauntily placed on one 
ude, and for a moment casting his eyes over the dancing 
waves, or looking aloft to see if eyery sail is filled by the 
careening wind, with apparent satis&ction at the result of 
his observations, a cheerful smile seeming to flit across his 
sable countenance, (perhaps at the thought of seeing his 
dear Phillis again,) he renews with increased vigor the 
duties of his ^^ cusine," and at the appointed hour, neither 
officers or crew have cause to find fault with their noon-day 
meal placed before them, at least as regards the cooking, 
however coarse or homely the food might be. 

A better cook than the one above mentioned never trod 
a ship's deck or entered a ship's galley. It is true, he 
was nearly as black as the ace of spades ; still he was not 
bom, neither had he ever been, a slave. He received his 
l»rth of free parents at L' Orient in France. He had some 
education in the French language, and was a catholic by 
profession. He would sometimes read aloud in French 
&OIII a small catholic prayer-book he generally carried 
about his person. America pleased him so well, or rather, 
I should say, the United States, that he preferred it to any 
other part of the world. Baltimore had been his place of 
residence for some time ; so also had Boston. The latter, 
however, seemed to be his favorite. Our captain first saw 
him during the last war with Great Britain, about ihe year 
1814. The former was ihen about sailing in a privateer 
fitting out from Boston, in order to cruise after English 
merchantmen. This worthy black at that time shipped on 
board as~cook and continued in the privateer till the cruise 
terminated, having been successful in capturing several 
prizes, most of which, however, being re-taken left but a 
gmall dividend of prize-money to each of the crew on their 
25 

• 
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retom to port Snbsequentlj, anetiher priyateer was fitted 
oaty for a similar 6zpediti(»i, and this same Uack again 
■hipped on board with our captain in the same eapaeitj as 
in the first emise. But this was not destined to be so sae- 
eessftd; for in a few we^ after leaving Boston, in as Ssae 
a craft as ever walked the seas, they w^re captured by an 
Ekiglish frigate, and the whole company on board this 
beautiful priyatew, including both (^cers and crew, were 
sent prisoners to En^and. 

At the termination of the war, in 1815, all Americaas 
bdng released, according to the stipulations oi the treaty 
between Great Britain and the United States, our captain 
with hundreds of others, (the faithful cook included,^ 
arriyed safely in Boston the same year. Peace b^ng 
again restored, a yoyage was contemplated, at a subsequent 
period, to the Coast of Africa. Fortunately, when ar- 
rangements had been made for this purpose and the yessel 
nearly ready to sail, our captam chanced to M in witb 
this same cook who had been with him in both priyateero, 
and had also been a feUow-prisoner with him. This w<»rthy 
Uack nnmediately shipped for the yoyage to Africa, the - 
particulars of which I haye thus &r related; and also in 
another yoyage he acc<Hnpanied the captain to the same 
coast. Being a witness myself, in these two yoyages, on 
board yessels in which tins black officiated in his humble 
capacity, I am enabled to say thus much in regard to this 
scion of the Afiican race. That a more gentle, kind, 
good-natured, honest, noble, open-hearted, and still &rther, 
gmUemcmly person, I haye neyer met with. ^ Some may, 
perhaps, be disposed to cayil at this almost unmeasured 
praise bestowed upon a black, and eyen with a sneer say, 
^^can an those noble qualities belong to a descendant of 
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BthiofUk's degraded race?" I am hBfipy to be aUe to 
assert, from pmM>nal obBervation, that in relation to Am 
individiial of that despised and mjured claas of hunan 
bdngs in the scale ot creation, that it is as true as there 
18 a jnm in the heayens. 

iiter a passage (^ about forty dajs, from the last laad 
ire saw near the ccoitinent of Africa, we finally run oat of 
ilie ^^ trade winds,'' and again fell in with calms, and li^, 
yariable breezes, day after day, that protracted onr voyage 
longer than we expected or desired. Still we coDSoled 
ovrselyee, for the slowness of our progress onward towards 
our home, by reflecting that althou^ we had traTorsed 
8(Hne thirteen thousand miles of a trackless ocean, rinoe 
we had kft onr native shore, we had met with no serious 
disaster, (save losing one of our own original crew, as 
before stated,1>y African fever on tiiat coast,) experienced 
BO loss by storms, shipwreck, or any other cause, either in 
Tessel or cargo. For several days, while in the ^^ trades,'' 
we had been supplied with an abundance of fresh and de- 
Kcious fish for our table. And even after they had left 
us, having f<Aowed our vessel in schools for several hun- 
dred miles, yet, rarely did a week pass away, alihou^ the 
winds were both variable and frequency adverse, without 
our succeeding in catching a bonito or a dolphin; and 
sometimes finding in the morning a number of flying-fish 
about the decks that had flown on board during the nij^t, 
amply suffidng as a ^^ tit-bit" for our breakfost. 

Never shall I forget the joyful sounds that fell upon my 
ear of "land ho!" cried by one of our crew. More than 
sixty days had passed since we had lost si^t of Afric'9 
sunny idands. By recent observations we knew the land 
of our birth was n«t &r distant. In the earlier part of 
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the day we peroeiyed, by the greenish aj^pearance of the 
water, contrasted witii the "deeply, beautiftilly blue "of 
the Atlantic, that we were oa soondingis; bat a tluck base 
oontiniiing the greater part of the time preyented the land, 
from being seen till we were nearly up with it. And then, 
just before ni^t set m, a breeze coming directly from the 
Aore, dispersed or droye the hacy mist seaward and dis- 
oorered to car yiew the shores of Chatham, Cape Cod, at 
a distance (^only three or fonr miles. Oh! how welc<Hne 
lo me was the si^t of this land, near my own New-Eng* 
land h<»ne, after an absence, fo^ &e first time, of the 
greater part of a year, either on a dangerous ocean or in 
a foreign and sickly climate. When I took farewell <^ 
this my natiye land, I knew not that I should oyer behold 
it agiin. Alas! how many a poor, unsuspecting mariner, 
whoee eyes were directed with our own at iiie time of our 
departure, in yiewing the same land-marks on which we 
now gaied with delist, were neyer more permitted to see 
the shores that "girt their own loy'd home!" 

More than one captain, mate, and noble-hearted saOor 
had seen his home for the last time, who sailed frtnn Boa- 
ton at the same time with ourselyes. Scnne were others. 
One, perhaps, took a "long, lingering look," it was fi>r 
aye! No more shall the beloyed partner of his joys or <^ 
his sorrows fold him in her fond embrace ! No more shall 
his little {Hrattling children run 

^' To lisp their Bire's return, 

Or climb his knees the enTied kiss to share.** 

Far, &r down in the dark cayems of the deep he reposes ; 
4he sur^mg billow for his winding-sheet, and ^e shrieking 
. winds, as tiiey reyel in their anger aboye him, chant his 

requiem! How often is it thus with many a noble heart. 
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ifboBe duty calls him to brave the dangers of the mi^ty 
deep! 

During the night, after land had been discovered, we 
stood along shore, and at daylight the following morning, 
passed the Cape and entered Massachusetts Bay with a 
fine and favorable breeze. By two o'clock, p. M., we 
safely anchored in Boston harbor, near the very spot from 
which we got under way the previous autumn. It was 
now the beginning of summer, and a finer day never 
lighted up the azure vault of heaven. Thus ended our 
voyage to the West Coast of Africa. 
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Having had daily opportunities of observing the main 
ners, customs, and general dispositions of the various 
trib€« of the African race, with vrhom we trafficked while 
on that coast, I thought a few additional remarks in rela- 
tion to this much persecuted peofde, might not be out of 
place here, as an "appendix" to the preceding pa^es. 
Our ahnost constant intercourse witii them, for a period of 
several consecutive months, enabled me to fom some opin- 
ion of these people, if an opinion may be formed from <^eir 
conduct and business transactions with us, at all the places 
at which we stopped along the coast, where sometimes 
nearly a hundred of these dark sons of Africa were on 
board our vessel at the same time. 

Before I had ever visited the negro, in his own sunny 
clime, my impressions had always been unfavorable to him. 
I had heard him called ^^ savage,'' "barbarian," and even 
" cannibal !" But how soon were these ideas put to fli^t, 
when occular demonstration convinced me of the contrary! 
At Goree, I first saw this unsophisticated and apparency 
happy people in all their native umplicity, either engaged 
in pushing their canoes from the beach, prepared with 
their nets and fishmg lines, or on their return landing their 
Httie cargoes upon the sparkliug sands ; while others wh^ 
had been to the continent not £gu: distant, as soon as their 
canoes struck the beach^ threw upon the smooth and even 
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diore, rich and ripe clusters of firesh bananas and plan- 
tains, and occasionallj a 'squeaking pig or a baaing goat. 
I visited them in their rude huts and partook of their hos- 
pitality. In every instance I was received and treated 
with the greatest civility and kindness. Once or twice, 
while at Goree, I was presented by the inmates of these 
lowly thatched hovels, with their own hands, a gourd or 
calabash filled with the most delicious palm-wine. At an- 
other time oranges and bananas were offered me. 

One morning, as I was passing one of their humble 
dwelling, a good looking negro, who was at the entrance 
of the hut, asked me in; I accepted the invitation, and 
never had cause to regret it. The man, his wife, and two 
little children, sat on some mats spread upon the ground, 
the little group forming a semi-circle. Before them was 
placed a calabash of rice, some yams, and a few smaU fish 
that had been just roasted upon the coals. Part of a yam 
and one of these fish was served up to me m a broken cal- 
abash, of which I made a hearty meal ; while, at the same 
time, the little group of Africans feasted upon the rice 
with palm-oil poured over it as their favorite sauce, and 
taking in their sooty fingers a piece of fish and slice of 
yam, they appeared to do ample justice to the two latter as 
a kind of dessert to their homely but substantial repast. 

Thus was I received and kindly treated by these hospi- 
table, primitive, and apparently happy people. It is true 
I was a youth, which perhaps induced them to regard me 
in a more friendly manner than if I had been of maturer 
years, and consequentiy caused them less restraint in their 
actions, they naturally supposing I could have no motive 
whatever but reciprocal kindness in my conduct towards 
them. In taking leave of this little family, I presented 
each of the children or "piccaninnies" with a small string 
of blue glass beads, at which they appeared to be greafly 
delighted, as did also the parents ; for the whole group 
seemed to gaze upon the tnfling present as if it were in- 
valuable, and the African and his dear consort opening 
their mouths to the fall extent, disjdayed rows of tee& 
that rivalled ivory itself in whiteness. 
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Almost every European, American, or white percKm of 
any nation, who have visited thi» coast, acknowledge the 
kindness- generally manifested towards them by these in-* 
offensive people. Onr captain also asserted, who had fre- 
quent intercourse with them during several voyages to this 
part of the world, that the same imiform conduct from the 
native African always awaited him, at whatever place he 
had stopped (or the purpose of traffic. Take from these 
people their desire for " aWent spirit," and never let them 
so much as taste the ^^ accursed thing," and a more harm- 
less, inoffensive race of beings, I do not believe could be 
found to exist on the face of the earth. 

Still, notwithstanding all the evils these people have to 
contend with, in tiieir traffic with the wlutes along tiie 
coast, where tiiey have frequent intercourse with the crews 
iji trading vessels and find it easy to purchase inebriating 
liquors, even in these circumstances I never recollect see- 
ing one of them, fix)m Goree to the Gulf of Guinea, in 
half such a state of beastly intoxicat^n as I have often 
witnessed in my own native city^ wffire a white man»-a 
civilized man — a man who calLi himself a christian, im- 
bibes alcoholic liquors to such a degree as to wallow in the 
mud and filth of a gutter. I do not remember a single 
instance, among the thousands of native Africans with 
whom we trafficKed, of one of their number, at any place, or 
on any occasion, becoming so intoxicated as not to be able 
to keep lus feet, or feJling prostrate upon the deck. And 
what is rather singular, 1 have no recollection of ever see* 
ing an African on board our vessel mix water with his 
liquor, whether rum, brandy, or gin ; they preferring to 
dnnk it in its raw sta.te. 

Among some of the tribes with whom we traded, many 
mdividufds had the appearance of being hard drinkers. 
However, they generally kept pretty sober while they were 
on board. I deem it but justice to say of this despised 
race, who, by many, are looked upon as only fit for beasts 
of burden or degraded slaves, that fit>m what I have seen 
of the African, (during an intercourse of two voyages,) I 
25* 
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moBt Bay from my hetrt that we were alwm kindly treaU 
ed by them, and they wpeared to be gratem for any trifle 
beetowed upon them. On no occamon did we ever haTS 
an open nq>tiire or a quarrel of any kind with these ciTil 
peome. In ahort, we always endeayored to treat tiwai 
einlly, and Oimaequently found the same dyiUty extended 
to US in return. 

It is somewhat singular that amongst the Afiriean race 
along the shores of this coast, including the men, women, 
and children of the various tribes whom we saw, I do not 
recdleot to have seen an individual case of actual defoiVH 
ity in the ranks of the countless numbers with whom we 
trafficked or had any intercourse with. Hie children, 
generally, af^^eared to be healthy and robust; their litde 
bodies as plump as a parkidge, and their lind>s well devet* 
oped. Uiere were no emaciated, or sickly, attenuated 
forms; no bending of the shoulders or distorticm of ihe 
spine ; no enfeebled or weakly limbs, so often se^i amongst 
the children of our gvn race, both in Europe and America. 
The cause of this dmrence in the physical developements 
of the children of ttiese semi-barbarous people, compaied 
with the civilised and refined of our own, is doubtless 
owing in a great measure to dififorent treatment during in- 
fimcy. l%e laws of nature amongst this unsojiusticated 
people, (I presume,) are more strictly adhered to, and are 
not so often violated in bringing up tneir dbpring as with 
us. l^e African mother, afanost immediatriy after the 
birth of her child, may be seen with tiie little new-b(»n 
infimt at her breast, standing half-leg deep in a perfect 
state of nature, (like Eve, our first parent, sav^ in^(Mid oi 
the fig-leaf, a small piece of cloth of native febric may 
perchance enonrcle her waist,) sporting with the tiny wave- 
lets that break into beads of silvery foam upon the golden 
sands near the hovel she has just left, and ever ana snoa 
Hikd little one is suffered to be caressed by the mimic rip- 
ples, as the mother genfly holds it in Mr arms towards 
them, aaEid as they sportively pla^ around its eb<m limbs, 
ibally breathe out thmr nrormunngn as they die upon the 
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litore. Thus from its earliest infancy the African child 
becomes habituated to the waters that constantlj lave the 
beach near the thatched hovel where it first beheld the 
light of day. And as soon as it can ^^ tottle'' along to the 
iputefiil and cooling flood, it will fearlessly plunge in and 
brave Hie playful billows. Oonsequently at a very early 
age they become expert swimmers; and their daily exei«> 
«ise in the watery element, doubtless, has a tendency to 
tiie developement of the physical powers, and the preven- 
tion of many diseases so prevalent among the children of 
oiviliied nations, inhere artificial means are resorted to in^ 
atead of plain unassisted nature. 

The adults of the negro race, especially the males, 
f whom we saw at the De Los Isles, Sierra Leone, and all 
uie little towns along the coast at which we stoj^ped for ihd 
purpose of trafficking with them for their various c<»nmod- 
ities,) were in general of a medium stature, pretty well 
formed, apparency healthy ; and if we could fi)itn any idea 
from the expression of the &ce, as manifested when ihev 
«ame on boa]rd, the countenances of many being illumined, 
(ns it were,) by a kind of smile on aocostang us in their 
simple way, (some of them having learnt sufficient English 
in iaeir intercourse with trading vessels, as to wish us) 
^^ Gbodee morning, merikan!" I should sui^)ose they were 
happy and contented with their lot. Many of them wwe 
far from being ugly to behold, although the negro features 
were prominent in aD. Some whom we saw stood upwards 
of six feet high, and were, in every respect, well-propor- 
tioned both in body and limbs. In tliese the lips were not 
BO thick, neither was the nose so flat .and broad as others 
of their race. 

The erect form, the &ee and unrestrained motions, ad 
they waJAced fore and afb the deck, would have been suffi- 
ciently obvious to l^e most careless observer, that he waa 
looking upon men who were perfectly conscious of enjoying 
their freedom, and so they were ; for they had no detesta- 
Ue ircms placed upon those weU^formed limbs; they had 
oot been confined beneath the hatdies of the slavcHshipi 
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where not being able to stand erect, the body is bent by 
long confinement to such a degree that it is a considerable 
time before it regains its natnrallj erect position. These 
men whom we saw could at their pleasure jump into theii* 
canoes alongside, and either fish or sport around us as they 
desired; or, plying their paddles wi^ free and urahaekled 
arms, dart like an arrow from the bow in their tiny boats 
to the beach of spaiUing sands, and in a few minutes be 
safely sheltered beneath the little thatched hovels where 
their wives and children dwelt. Scenes like these were 
often witnessed bv us while on ttiis coast. SomeiimeBi 
where the depth of water would penmt, we anchored with«> 
in a veiy short distance of the shore. The huts of the 
natives are generally near the beach, and may easily be 
observed with the naked eye from the deck of ^e vesseL 
Men, women, and little children, or ^^piccaninnies," may 
be seen at almost anv hour of the day, in their ingress and 
egress from their rude domicils ; and occasionally, entering 
with or emerging from, at the same time, may also be no« 
ticed, as companions, a pig or a goat, or peihaps ^^ chanti^ 
eleer," att^ided witii his usual pJundity of wives. Often 
when the canoes had left us for the shore, the wives and 
little ones of some of the occupants of these canoes, who 
had been on board trading for trinkets, baftas, tobacco, 
etc., mi^t be seen standing upon the beach awaiting the 
land&dg of their sires. 

Many of these ebon specimens of the negro i«ce were 
scarcely able to stand upon their feet, they were sueh 
** wee tottling things !" and had on no other suit than that 
fii jetty black, which nature gave them at thdr birth« 
What a picture of primitive simplicity and innocence does 
such a scene present, when the father, landing upon the 
sparkling sands, is surrounded by his vofe and the pled^ 
cf their love ; the littie hands held out anzious to receive . 
whatever their papa has to bestow upon them purchased 
from the white man! Perfai^, the older ones of such a 
group are informing their fiklher that they ou^t to have 
more than the rest, as they gathered more bunches of ban- 
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anas and plantains, and the goat he took bel(»iged to Sam«» 
bo and Jmnbo who set a great deal hj it, as it was their 
<^ dear little pet goat/' So, even on l£e diores of beni^t*- 
ed Africa, lovely sights, like those abave described, or of 
nearly a similar kind, were often witoessed by us, mi. by 
many otiiers who had preceded us along this fertile and 
proiy^c coast. Would to God that such hmocent groups 
as we beheld mi^t never be separated, and their free and 
^iant limbs restnuned b^ the accursed irons of the slave* 
deder — the trafficker m human flesh-^ihe white man 
monster! 

Kind reader, step with me for a moment on board the 
slave-brig, before mentioned, we saw at Sierra Leone« 
Look at yonder group of wretched, miserable, emaciated 
beings, who had %een coniSned for several weeks in the 
ckee and corrupt atmosphere of that vessel's hold. They 
have just been taken from the noisome air and filth below 
to breathe once more the pure air of heaven. See how 
they gaze around, and with open mouth and expanded nos* 
trils inhale the cool and invigorating breeze, as it comes ip 
fi^sh from the ocean, that for a long while had not been 
permitted to fan their burning and fevered cheeks ! Well 
may the poor wretches gaze with wonder and aatoniediment 
at every thing they behold in their changed situaticm, for 
they, with three hundred and fifty of thedr fellow-captivee, 
haa been crowded together like so many beasts in the suf* 
focatmg hold of that slaves-ship. But now their limbs are 
free ; their kind English captors have taken off the aceurs* 
ed irons tliat restrained them and they are slaves no mcnre I 
Yet it is lonff before those bent, attenuated forms are re- 
stored to theur f(Miner pristine vigor. How wide the con* 
trast betwixt the African upon his own native beach, as 
above described, or standing in his freedom on the deck of 
a trading vessel, and the poor, manacled degraded slave 
on board the brig at Sierra Leone. 

Although the majority of the Africans with whom we 
trafficked, or had intercourse with, while on the coast, 
seemed to be gentle and rather tamid than otilierwise, in« 
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itaiiees had been relaled to bi ef sneh cUuraig intrepedilj 
in some of these people^ that ajM>eared ahnost incredible% 
Bnt recetving the mtormation m>m anthorities that eonUi 
not be reasonably doubted, we were constrained to beUeye 
tl^in troe. On a {Art of the lyory^ (mt Tooth Coast^ there 
is a creseent^haped bay of some ext^at, the poloti of 
whkdiy projeciang some distance from the shore or main 
land, make two little eapes ; within these is a {uretty, spa^ 
eioQS harbor and good anchorage for small craft. Li die 
ooneayity of this, a short distance from a beautifal beach 
of bri^t, sparkling sands, a native tillage, consisting of) 
perhaps, thuriy or mrty huts, may be seen clustering near 
each other, beoiea^h the shade of the luxuriaoft and wide* 
spreading branches of cocoa and pahn trees. There being 
nothing to intercept the yiew seaward, any of the inhabi- 
tants standing in trout of Iheir dweUinge, could at a single 
l^ance, peroeiye any object that entem the bay, the wa* 
ter on the easterly side being generally smooth as a p<md 
some wa^ from the diore, the land projecting out firthmr 
ipi this Side, so as to preyent part of the bailor &<»n be« 
ing ruffled by the general '^ trade winds." Scmietimee, 
small yessds not drawing much water, would anchor in 
this secure bay, for the purpose of trafficking with &e in^ 
habitants of the settlement Ush of yarious kinds seemr 
ad to abound in this quiet bay, and at ahnost any hour 
•eyeral canoes mi^t be seen dailing along in eyeiy di* 
rectitm, with (oe or two natiyes in eadi, engaged in fish^ 
bg. But the greatest annoyanoe these peo^e had to 
encounter, was &e numerous sharks that frequented the 
][dacid waters of this harbor. An En^ish schooner yisit* 
mg this jdace, a short time before we came upon the coast, 
we were informed, lost one of her crew by these yoraciouB 
monsters. Hie water being as smooth as a mirror, two 
or three of the seamen belonging to her, yentnred to bathe 
ahingside, little thinking of any danger to be api»rdiended 
from sharks. They had, howeyer, scarcely got fifbjr feet 
from the yessel, b^ore a p^rcing shriek was heard frcmi 
^me of iktir number, and he was seen to mk b^oeath the 
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t&coloFed waters, as he was s^zed by tke legs and borne 
cloim in the jaws of an enormous shark. The others £or« 
tonately escaped the &te of their shipmate, and got safely 
onboard. 

The natives of the village, being infortiied of the sad 
cataslarophe, inmlediately made preparations to (»ptare the 
toonster, if such a tiling w^i^e possiole. For this purpose, 
l^ut a dozen canoes were put in requisition, wiih two of the 
Africans in each, all armed with long, sharp^pointed knives. 
Every <me of these blacks had also a triangular piece ot 
hard wood, to thrust into the mouth of the shark if he 
shotdd attempt to seize any of them, when attacked, and 
tiius prevent him firom closing his jaws. In less than half 
an hour from the time tiie English sailor was devoured, 
the canoes had put off from tiie beach, ready for the onsets 
while during this interval, the shark might be seen slowly 
riiding along in the smooth waters of the bay, first in one 
mrection, and then in another, his motions being distinctiiy 
visible by means of the dorsal fin, as tiie mo^rt^r swam 
near the surface. In a few minutes the canoes fbnned a 
<mrcle round their intended victim, and closmg in upon him' 
by degrees, when they had approached sufficiently near to 
observe every motion he should make, a small pig was 
tiirown directly towards him, brought alive in one of the 
canoes, for the purpose of distracimg the shark's atten* 
tion. Whilst these manosuvres were takins place, tiie lit* 
tie fleet and their object of attack, had approximated 
wiihm a short distance of the Englidi vessel at anchor, so 
that every thing could be diatinctiy seen that was perf<»in^ 
ing by tiie negroes. In an instant, a boat was manned 
from the schooner, and each of the s^onen who had es^ 
caped the fate of their comrade, was armed with a hai^ 
poon, eager to assist in the capture of the monster who 
had devoured him. However, before the boat arrived at 
the scene of action, the diark had turned up to sdze tiie 
pig in his expanded jaws, when, as quick as a flash, more 
than a dozen of the mtrepid and fearless Africans leaped 
from tiieir canoes, and buried their knives deep in the body 
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of the fish, before he could seeare his priie. As the 
shark besan to sink, the negroes havmg no lines to secure 
him, the Doat from the En^ish vessel came up, and the 
two men, darting both harpoons through his head, towed 
him alongside their craft. They were not long in h(»sting 
the fish on board, assisted by the Africans who had so 
conrageonsly destroyed it. On opening this voracioiui 
mcmster— this man-eater, the body of the poor unfortu'- 
nate sailor was found in an almost perfect state, with the 
exception of tiie thick part of the thighs, which were 
shockmgly mangled, and nearly severed firom the pelvis by 
the sharp and da^r-like teeth of this horrid demon of 
the deep. 

On measuring this enormous shark, it was found to ex^ 
oeed twelve feet in length, and the girth, round the largest 
part of the body, neariy five feet ! The natives express* 
mg a desire for this trophv of their prowess, it was wil- 
Un^y given, ^e crew oi the English vessel being perfect* 
ly satisfied with the recovery of the mortal remains of 
uieir unfortunate shijmiate, i^hom they decentiy buried 
upon the diore of the bay, near the scene where the poor 
fellow met his melancholy fate. The negroes immediately 
set to work with their sharp knives and skinned the mon* 
ster, after which, (it was said,) they carried it on shore, 
stuffed it, and had it sus^nded from a large tree near 
their village. Around this tree, at a certain distance, 
stakes were driven, and no one was permitted to enter the 
enclosure, (except the priests,) on pain of death. Thus 
was the horrid shark transformed into a heathen god — an 
idol, or ^' Grand Fetiche," which these snnple, unsophisti* 
cftted people worshipped as their deity, and consulted on 
all great occasions, as oeing able to reward or punish them, 
or give success to their expeditions ! 

Several sharks, (we were informed,) had been at diflfer* 
ent times destroyed and captured by the intrepid people 
of the place above-mentioned. On (me occasion, when 
some hm dosen of the natives were engaged fishing in 
their canoes, not fair from the beach, a li^e boy, aSout 
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iihree years of age, who was inA his father, accidentally 
fell overboard. In an instant, before he conld be recor- 
ered, a piercing shriek was heard, and the boy was seen 
to sink beneath the surface of the stiD, smooth waters of 
the unruffled bay. In a very few minutes the whole vil- 
lage was alarmed, and more than twenty canoes, with 
double that number of the inhabitants, were near the spot 
where the child had disappeared. In a short time, while 
each canoe remained stationary, and the inmates eagerly 
gazing in every direction for the appearance of the shark 
that hsA devoured him, die calm and quiet mar^ of the 
flood was seen to ruffle, not a hundred yards from the 
scene of the disaster, and the next moment the dorsal fin 
of the monster was distinctly perceived above the surface, 
as he slowly glided along the bay,* heading in the direction 
of the mouth, or entrance of the harbor. 

Some of the natives, apprehending their intended vic- 
tim might escape, if he continued in ttiat direction, quickly 
paddled their canoes directly across his path, and hallooing 
so as to make a considerable noJ3e, the fish deliberately 
turned about and swam in the opposite direction, towarcb 
the crescentHshaped beach. All this time the shark con- 
tinued upon the surface of the water, gliding along very 
moderately, as if gorged with his prey, and almost inca- 
pable of motion, though they are generally considered a 
very quick fish. However, before he had got within a 
hundred fathoms of the shore, and was about turning sea- 
ward again, several canoes, that were between the beach 
and shark, suddenly paddled towards Jiim, and gradually 
drawing near to those who were approaching me shore, 
placed the fish nearly in the centre, a line of canoes being 
both in front and rear. Now was the critical time for ac- 
tion. In order to engage the shark's attention, a fowl 
was first thrown over to hun, which was immediately seized 
and swallowed. Then a small kid was also thrown ; as he 
was in the act of devouring this, and had the little timid 
animid betweei). his horrid, ravenous jaws, the canoes being 
close at hand, eight or ten of the natives at this instant 
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literaDy leaped upon^tke moDster, and before he had time 
to dive under water/and attack either of <hem, more than 
twenfy deadhr throsts fixnn their sharp knives, had finished 
the career of this dangerous ^^ prowler of the waters !" 

After this shark was towed to the shc»-e, it was conveyed 
to the village and opened in presence of the inhabitants, 
consisting oi men, w(»nen and children. The little kid 
was first taken fir<Hn his laws, shockingly lacerated by the 
double-edged and pointea teeth peculiar to this spedes of 
fish. Next, from the capacious stomach of the voracious 
creature, the fowl he had swallowed was found, with feath- 
ers and all in a perfectly whole state, besides two fish, of 
nearly a fi)ot ana a half in length, partly digested. And 
finally, in the hcnrid receptacle of the monster's belly, lay 
stretched out ahnost at AiU length, with the head towardls 
the mouth of the fish, the mangled and naked body of the 
innocent African boy, who but a short time berore was 
^playfully q)orting in his fieUher's canoe. The remains hav- 
mg been consecrated by the priests, they were followed to 
the grave by the majority of the people belcmging to the 
villa^, and buried in a shady retreat in the centre of a 

gove of pahns. Qlus jdace was ever after resorted to by 
ese peoi^e as a secondary idol, or inferior ^^ Fetiche r' 
We were also inf<Nrmed that there were other places 
along the coast v^ere Hie inhabitants were very expert in 
desbojing sharks. Their method was to drown them in 
their own element, after a manner peculiar to themselves. 
When a fish of this kind was seen near the shore, as many 
natives as could get their canoes in readiness, immediately 
put off from the beach, each negro being armed with a 
icxig, sharn-pcinted knife and a triangular piece of very 
hard wood of about a foot in length, each angle being 
reduced to a sharp pcnnt at the extreme end, and od» 
or two inches above the wood' was barbed, in some de- 
gree like a harpocm. To these singular instruments, or 
weapons, a handle was attached, some six feet long, so as 
to render it easy to thrust the missile directly into the 
jaws of the shark when he turned up to seize any object 
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upon ike sorfiice of &e water. Thus armed, these daring 
Africans would approadbi in tiieir canoes near one of these 
▼oracions and dangerous creatures, and tiirowing over 
some thing that they knew the fish would endeavor to sebe, 
the mom^it he opened his mouth, as many natiyes as were 
near, throst their weapons into his cayemoos jaws, bris- 
tling with seyeral rows of dagger-like teeth. With these 
impediments in his mouth, the fish could neither open nor 
close his jaws, for the jagged barbs in the wood, at eyery 
attempt the shark made to shut them together, only seryed 
to fix the weapons more firmly in their place. In this di- 
l^nma, the Africans would suffer the monster to flounder 
about and lash Hie water at his pleasure. Sometimes he 
would diye down and disappear for a few minutes ; then, 
rising to the sur&ce, lash tfie element into foam around 
him as if he were mad. In the course of half an hour or 
80, the fish becoming exhausted and nearly drowned, 
the natiyes close in upon and dispatch him with their 
kniyes, and then tow him to the beach that skirts tlieir 
village. If the diark be of extraordinary dimensions, 
the inhabitants observe a day g£ rejoicing, festivity, etc., 
for their success, as they also do when they destroy a 
leopard or a tiger. 

At one of these little towns alimg the coast, situated . 
near the beach, a monstrous tiger had been in the habit of 
firequenily visiting, during the nig^t, and carrp:ig off a 
pig, a goat, or a young kid. Some of the inhabitants who 
had seen hun, im&n retreating towards the thicknesses of 
ttie forest with his prey, were so alarmed at his astonishing 
dimensions, that tiiey fled with the greatest precipitation 
firom his presence, fearing he might attack them also. In 
&ot, this tiger, after a while, bbcame so bold as to ven- 
ture, in open day, into the settlement, and seize whatever 
animal came within his reach. At length, the people of 
the village, becoming aroused at Hie unceremonious visits 
rf such a daring and dangerous intruder, were determined 
to destroy him. For tluis purpose, about twenty of the 
Batives furnished themselves with long, iron-pointed spean, 
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in iiie use of which practice had rendered them so 8k3- 
fdl, that they could uirow them with wcmderful dexterity 
and precision, at an object within a distance of a hundred 
feet, or thereabouts. 

Armed with these deadly missiles, the Afiricans lay in 
ambush in a thick jungle near iheir Tillage, ready to pounce 
upon him if he should come in the day time, they not dar- 
ing to attack him in the night, lest they should miss tiieir 
aim and the ti^er escape. For several days, however, ilie 
negroes were doomed to be disappointed, though they con- 
tinually kept their ambuscade, from early morning tiU after 
sunset. They began to think the brute had disappeared 
entirely, and would not make his appearance again in the 
settlement. In this they soon found their mistake, for otks 
afternoon, about four o'clock, while in their place of con- 
cealment, they suddenly heard, in a thicket about two hun- 
dred yards from them, a noise like the rustling of leaves 
and the breaking of dry twigs. On looking towards the 
spot whence the sounds proceeded, an enormous tiger, as 
large as a good sized heifer, emerged from the jungle, and 
standing still for a moment, snufiSng the air as hf he scent- 
ed his prey, slowly approached the village, the natives in 
their snug retreat suffering him to pass within fifty yards 
I of them, thinking it more prudent to attack him on lus re- 
turn with his booty, as they had no doubt he. would seise 
some tiling, and immediately -make off for the woods with 
his prise. But, unfortunately, it so happened that just as 
the tiger had arrived within a short distance of the ^age, 
a Uttie boy Yrho had strayed*away in pursuit of a kid, sud- 
denly confironted the uKmster, whom the tiger instantij 
seized, and turning towards the forest, endeavored to es- 
cape, while the poor ch3d, who was firmly held by the 
shoulder with the sharp teeth of the animal, uttered the 
most heart-rending screams. 

In an instant, the whole village was in consternation, 
and even those natives who were in ambush, watchii^ f» 
this dangerous prowler, were for the moment pamo-stmcfc 
when they saw him making off with the little tM^. How- 
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erer, wrought up to a state of fireniv at seeing such a 
prize in the tiger s grasp, and before he could reach the 
thicket, whence he had emerged but a few minutes preyi- 
ous, the whole poss^ of Africans rushed from their jun^, 
just as the brute was in the act of passing at a distance 
£rom them of not more than fifty or sixty feet, and with a 
edmultaneous yell from each, that might be heard a mile, 
they approached towards the tiger, who, apparently alarmed 
at Uie noise made by tiie negroes, suddenly halted for a 
moment, and seeing his pursuers close at his heels, drop- 
ped the child, and was about making a lei^ in order to es- 
cape, when more than a dozen spears, hurled with unerring 
aim, pierced through and throu^ the body of the animal ; 
and notwithstanding his being bristled witfi so many &tal 
weapons, this hu^e beast made seyeral leaps of more than 
ten feet each, and finally dropped dead near a thicket <^ 
jungle, which he was endeayoring to reach. The little 
Doywas found to be badly bitten by ilie animal's teeth, 
about the shoulders, but not mortally. By an application 
of herbs and plants to the wounds, which the Afrioau 
use in such cases, the little boy soon recoyered. The tiger 
being conyeyed to the yillage, was skinned and stuffed, imd 
seyeral days were deyoted by the inhabitants to merriment, 
jollity and feasting, after which this enormous brute, that 
measured upwards of nine feet from the tip of the nose to 
the tale, was consecrated by the priests, to be wordiipped 
by the inhabitants as their chief idol, or " Principal Fe- 
tiche." The animal was placed in a standing posture, and 
a roof, thatched with pidm-leayes, erected oyer him to 
dielter this object of their idolatry from the tornadoes and 
heayy rains. 

At tiie beginning of eyery month, (or^ as tiie Afri- 
cans term it, <^ moon,") a grand procession of the yil- 
lagers, preceded by die priests, bbbited in a different 
manner, in order to distinguish them fit)m the otliers, 
fikarched with slow and solemn stops, to tiie beating of 
gongs and sounding of toonpets, throu^ the yillage, 
and on arriying opponto the <^ Great Fetiche," the prooes- 
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■on halted, the dnoDB ceaeeA beatings and the Irumpe iB 
were nlent For a few nKHDaxtB the stilhien of detdi 
was obeerFed ihronghoat the ranks of these heathen idd- 
ateiB. Atra oertain signal given by the ^^ chief priest," 
(who stood beneath the roof, at the head of the tiger, or 
^ Fetiche," no other being allowed to enter this ^^ sanctum 
sanct(»nun " but himself^ under penalty of being buried 
afive,) they formed into parallel Imes, reserring sufficient 
n>aoe between so as to permit each pers(Xi to £eJ1 upoa 
their knees ; when all had assumed this posture, anoiiier 
signal was ^ven, which being understood by the people, 
the extremity of each wing suddenly wheeled round, so 
than each line presented the form of a crescent, and ga^v 
every one an opportunity to have a view of their ^^ Ghrand 
Idd ;" while i^ the same time, <he subordinate priests, 
kneeling down a little in advance of the front rank, nearer 
the lodge, with their fistces towu^ the earth, be^ in a 
low tone to uttcur the most doleful sounds, that ^aduallj 
increanng in volume, and reaching a certain ptch, the 
whole company of idolaters simultaneously joined their 
voices in one grand chorus, bud enough to make their 
*^ Tiger-Fetiche " start into life again ! This ended, a 
blast from a trumpet, in the hands of the ^^ chief priest," 
instantly started them all up<m their feet, and at a sec<md 
blast, the band of wor8hq>per8, with the exception of the 
blower of the trumpet and the inferior priests, wheeled 
about with their backs to the Fetiche, marched off without 
looking behind them, and separating, they all went to their 
respective homes, where each femilv, remaming by itself, 
obi^rved the strictest silence, and nsted until sunset, al- 
lowing no living thing to enter their dwelling, not even a 
fowl, a pig, or a goat; for during these moments, while 
each iadivKlual was worshipfung his or her minor, or inferior 
Fetiche, the entrance of any object that had life, would, 
in accordance with the customs of these peculiar people, 
subject it to the penalty of instant death. While the peo- 
ple were thus observing their religious rites, in their own 
habitations, (it is said,) the priests remained with the 
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^ Grand Fetiche/' fruiting spon the loxuriee proyided by 
Hie yiUagers, including ^^ strong drink/' purchased of the 
white man I 

After the son had sunk in the western horizon, all the 
inhabitants emerged from their little hoyels, and the eyen- 
ing was deyoted to feasting, merriment and dancing, in 
which last amusement the priests joined, and tripped it as 
H^fly on the (literally) ^^ femtastic toe," with as much 
sprit as any of the A&icans. Thus do Aese singular 
peoj^e blend with their rational and innocent amusements, 
tiie most absurd, superstitious, and cruel rites. For, if by 
accident a mere child should l^ppen to touch a ^^ Gh*and 
Fetiche," his life must be forfeited for the offence, and 
nothing could saye him ! 
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